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A Personal Message from John W. Ritenbaugh:

THE THIRD

COMMANDMENT
It is not difficult for me to decide what the most

common sin is: idolatry. Five of the Ten Command-
ments—numbers 1, 2, 3, 4 and 10—bear directly on it.

Additionally, we can easily include the others within
idolatry by seeing them in their spiritual application.
Though idolatry is a major source of mankind’s prob-
lems, only a few think of it this way because the more
obvious and immediately painful sins blind them to its
provocative presence.

The first commandment deals with WHAT WE WORSHIP,
the unique Creator, the Source of everything. We must
give to Him our supreme loyalty. The second command-
ment covers THE WAY WE WORSHIP. God forbids us to devise
representations of Him, nor should we substitute modes
of worship by blending God’s way with forms of worship
drawn from this world, like Christmas and Easter.

This article will focus on a commandment that many do
not generally understand. In fact, most of us understand
it only in its most obvious application, and thus we may
unwittingly break it frequently. The third commandment
regulates THE QUALITY OF OUR WORSHIP. It involves glori-
fying God in every aspect of life.

God Has No EqualGod Has No EqualGod Has No EqualGod Has No EqualGod Has No Equal
Most people regard the third commandment
very lightly. The Jews, however, have a saying:
“When God gave the third commandment, the
whole world trembled.” They even warned wit-

nesses at a trial with this statement. Why? The Jews
believe that because it reads, “the LORD will not hold him
guiltless,” there is no forgiveness for transgressing it! If
it is this important, perhaps we should pay closer atten-
tion to it!

God asks, “’To whom then will you liken God? Or what
likeness will you compare to Him? . . . To whom then will
you liken Me, or to whom shall I be equal?’ says the Holy
One” (Isaiah 40:18, 25). Obviously, the second com-
mandment expressly forbids making any representation
of Him. God is unique; nothing can compare with Him.
We are without a point of contact or physical reference to
make any comparison.

This ought to show us the absolute folly of making
images: On its face, every image is a lie. But should we
not try to understand, to learn, what God is like? God does
not want us concerned with what He looks like because it
emphasizes the wrong area. He supplies us with enough

information to know that He generally looks like a man. To
Him, that is enough!

But He does want us to know what He is. He wants us
to know Him. The entire Bible reveals His mind, charac-
ter, attributes, offices, power, will, promises, plan and
relationship with us. The third commandment concerns
this kind of knowledge and how well we apply it in our
lives.

This commandment appears in Exodus 20:7: “You
shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for
the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes His name
in vain.” This commandment requires serious reflection.
Like the second, it includes a warning that God will not
hold us guiltless. It seems that sometimes God deliber-
ately understates things for subtle emphasis and to ulti-
mately magnify the meaning.

To understand this commandment better, we need to
explain four words:

Take, throughout the Old Testament, is translated into
English from seventy-four different Hebrew words. This
one means “to lift up,” “bear,” “carry,” “use” and “appro-
priate.”

Vain has the sense of “desolating”; “that which lacks
reality, purpose, value or truth.” It may also be translated
“lying,” “false,” “worthless,” “profane,” “foolish,” “re-
proachful,” “curse,” “blaspheme” or “useless.”

Guiltless means “free,” “clear,” “innocent,” “clean,”
“blameless,” “unpunished.”

Name means “a mark or sign standing out”; “a word by
which a person, place or thing is distinctively known.” Its
Hebrew root denotes “high,” “elevated,” “a monument.”
It indicates majesty or excellence. A name identifies,
signifies, and specifies.

This commandment has nothing to do with the proper
pronunciation of God’s name, which no one knows any-
way since it was lost in antiquity. It has nothing to do with
superstition or magical uses of a name. Its application is
far broader.

“Name” in the Bible“Name” in the Bible“Name” in the Bible“Name” in the Bible“Name” in the Bible
In biblical thought, a name does not merely
identify; it expresses the essential nature of its
bearer. In all probability, Adam named the
beasts by observing their natures, as he had

nothing else on which to base his judgments. From
this arises a principle about how the Bible uses the term
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T o know God’s name is to know God as He has revealed
Himself, that is, to understand His nature.

“name.” To know God’s name is to know God as He has
revealed Himself, that is, to understand His nature.

Notice Esau’s understanding of this principle in regard
to Jacob, “Supplanter”: “Is he not rightly named Jacob?
For he has supplanted me these two times. He took away
my birthright, and now look, he has taken away my
blessing!” (Genesis 27:36). When Abigail pleads for
Nabal (“Fool”) before David, this principle again comes
to the fore: “Please, let not my lord regard this scoundrel
Nabal. For as his name is, so is he: Nabal is his name, and
folly is with him” (I Samuel 25:25). The Bible shows a
name exercises constraint upon a person to conform to it.

In Hebrew thought, names are inextricably bound to
existence; nothing exists unless it has a name. The very
essence of a thing is concentrated in its name. Hence,
creation was not complete until Adam had named all the
creatures. To cut off a person’s name is to end his
existence.

Connect this idea to Revelation 3:12, where those who
overcome will receive the names of God; the city of God,
New Jerusalem; and the Revelator, Jesus Christ. These
names will designate their very existence, nature, and
responsibility in God’s Kingdom. A change of name
frequently signals a change of position or character, as
with Jacob to Israel and Saul to Paul.

Similarly, to speak or act in another’s name is to act as
his representative and to participate in his authority.
When we pray “in the name of Jesus Christ,” we ask on
His authority, not ours, because He has given us permis-
sion to do so. To be called by another’s name implies
ownership by that person. One bearing another person’s
name comes under his authority and protection. Sons of
God, baptized into the name of God (Matthew 28:19), are
in this position.

Against More Than EuphemismsAgainst More Than EuphemismsAgainst More Than EuphemismsAgainst More Than EuphemismsAgainst More Than Euphemisms
The third commandment is certainly against
common swearing, including using euphemisms
so common in society. Many commonly use
“gee,” “gosh,” “golly,” “got all muddy,” “cheese

and rice,” “Jiminy Cricket,” and “doggone” to
substitute for the more offensive words some carelessly
spew forth. This commandment also covers the light or
disrespectful use of any of God’s attributes or character.

All the Divine Names and Titles in the Bible, by Herbert
Lockyer, lists 364 names and titles just for Jesus Christ.
Through His names and titles, God has chosen to reveal
His attributes, office, authority, prerogatives and will.
Each name of God features some distinct virtue or char-
acteristic of His nature. Thus, God has declared the glory
of His nature by His names, which are not to be abused.

It is this commandment more than any other that shows
how much God should be a part of our every word, deed
and attitude. It shows that the test of our spiritual clean-

liness is how we use the name of God, whether in truth or
vanity. It indicates that a man is better off being sincerely
wrong than to be a professing Christian and deny His
name by the conduct of his life.

To help us know David, the Bible shows him as a
shepherd, warrior, king, prophet, poet, musician and
sinner, each a part of a rich nature. God is manifold times
greater, yet He reveals Himself, His nature, just as the
Bible reveals David. We see God in a multitude of
circumstances, revealing what He is by the way He acts
and reacts. He also names Himself what the circum-
stances reveal of Him, so whenever we see that name, it
also brings to mind an aspect of His nature. Thus, He
gives us a double-barreled revelation of Himself.

Names of GodNames of GodNames of GodNames of GodNames of God
One of God’s names is “Creator.” David writes:

O LORD, our Lord, how excellent is Your
name in all the earth, You who set Your

glory above the heavens! Out of the mouth of
babes and infants You have ordained strength, be-
cause of Your enemies, that You may silence the
enemy and the avenger. When I consider Your
heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and the
stars, which You have ordained, what is man that
You are mindful of him, and the son of man that You
visit him? (Psalm 8:1-4)

Other translations use words like “glorious,” “majes-
tic” and “to be admired” rather than “excellent” to express
the feelings generated by meditating on how God is
revealed by the heavens He created! The starry heavens
stretched before David showcase the awesome and spec-
tacular majesty of God.

Commenting on verse 1, the Soncino Commentary says
that God’s majesty is “rehearsed above the heavens.”
Rehearse can mean “to repeat” or “tell in detail.” David
tells us that God has invested the heavens with awesome
splendor to direct man’s mind to ponder the Creator’s
existence, majesty and excellence. This thought also
implies that He is just as majestic in demonstrating
Himself on earth as He is in the heavens. What excellence
do we see in earth and heaven? Power, order, beauty,
loving providence, wisdom, reason, logic and vastness of
thinking.

David intended this psalm to direct our thinking to-
ward God’s greatness and puny man’s insignificance.
However, that awesome, majestic, glorious God is glori-
fying Himself in man! He has chosen what the world
considers weak and foolish—us—to appreciate and re-
spect His glory, His name.

In verse 1 God uses two names for Himself: “LORD” is
YHWH, the self-existent One, the Eternal, the name God
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T his commandment more than any other shows how much
God should be a part of our every word, deed and attitude.

frequently uses when He is emphasizing His covenant
relationship with us. “Lord” is Adonim, a plural title
indicating ownership—in this case He owns the entire
creation!

Both of these names are at times combined with other
words to form even more specific descriptions of Him.
The name most frequently combined and recognized is
YHWH. Here is a short list of some of them:

YHWH-Jireh—God our Provider—Genesis 22:14.
YHWH-Mekaddishkem—God who sanctifies—

Exodus 31:13.
YHWH-Nissi—God is my banner—Exodus 17:15.
YHWH-Roi—God our shepherd—Psalm 23:1.
YHWH-Ropheka—God our healer—Exodus 15:26.
YHWH-Shalom—God our peace—Judges 6:24.
YHWH-Shammah—God is present—Ezekiel 48:35.
YHWH-Zidkenu—God our righteousness—

Jeremiah 23:6.

Psalm 23—which more people claim as their favorite
portion of Scripture than any other—is a brief expound-
ing of these eight names of God! Though the names do not
actually appear in the verses, the implication of how God
serves us is. Verse 1 shows God’s guidance (Roi) and
providence (Jireh). Verse 2 speaks of Him giving us
peace (Shalom), and verse 3, of Him restoring us (Ropheka)
and leading us to righteousness (Zidkenu). Verse 4 re-
minds us how God is with us (Shammah). Finally in verse
5, He encourages (Nissi) and anoints or sanctifies us
(Mekaddishkem).

Names Reveal What God DoesNames Reveal What God DoesNames Reveal What God DoesNames Reveal What God DoesNames Reveal What God Does
Psalm 18, another psalm written by David, ex-
presses his understanding that God’s names and
titles describe His character, attributes and ser-
vices to us. It begins, “I will [fervently] love

You, O LORD,” then a torrent of names follow,
revealing how David perceived the many ways God
functioned in his life: as the Strength of his life, its
Foundation and Security, the Source of every good and
perfect gift, his Defender and Captain of his salvation in
whom he trusted.

Accordingly, when we have a need in our lives, do we
not seek out those who have a title (auto mechanic,
plumber, seamstress) and a name (reputation) to meet it?
When we need a carpenter, we do not solicit a dentist.
Likewise, we must seek God when we need help in areas
that He has shown His power, wisdom, skill and willing-
ness to help. How can we do this, though, if we do not
know what He can do? We must find out!

Exodus 33:9-23 tells of a time of discouragement and
doubt in Moses’ life following the Golden Calf incident.
Moses asks God for reassurance by allowing him to see
God’s glory (verse 18).

Then He said, “I will make all My goodness pass
before you, and I will proclaim the name of the LORD

before you. I will be gracious to whom I will be
gracious, and I will have compassion on whom I will
have compassion.” But He said, “You cannot see
My face; for no man shall see Me, and live.” (verses
19-20)

We cannot be sure what Moses had in mind when he
asked to see God’s glory. He probably wanted to see
God’s glorious and radiant brilliance and form. God
obliged to some degree, but He gave Moses something
more than he expected—in fact, something totally unex-
pected. As He passed by him, He preached a sermon on
His name, the third commandment!

Then the LORD descended in the cloud and stood
with him there, and proclaimed the name of the
LORD. And the LORD passed before him and pro-
claimed, “The LORD, the LORD God, merciful and
gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in goodness
and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving
iniquity and transgression and sin, by no means
clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fa-
thers upon the children and the children’s children
to the third and fourth generation.” So Moses made
haste and bowed his head toward the earth, and
worshiped. (Exodus 34:5-8)

God expounds 11 attributes: YHWH, El, the Merciful
One, the Gracious One, the Longsuffering One, the Mighty
One, the Kind and Loving One, the True One, the One
who Preserves Kindness, the Forgiving One and the
Chastising One.

God gives Moses, not so much a vision of His power
and majesty, but of His love, of how He relates to His
creation. The real glory of God is His character, His
nature, especially toward His children. His names are
signposts of His nature, reminders of what we can expect
Him to do as we live by faith.

Another Revelation of GodAnother Revelation of GodAnother Revelation of GodAnother Revelation of GodAnother Revelation of God
Normally, we cannot see God, or be as close to
Him as Moses was, so we are cut off from a
more direct revelation of Him. Additionally,
what we know has come from Scriptures origi-

nally written in Hebrew and translated, often
vaguely, into English. This can leave us groping for
understanding. God, however, has supplied another,
clearer revelation, so we are not one whit behind those
who understand Hebrew.

At that time, Jesus answered and said, “I thank You,
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because You have
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hidden these things from the wise and prudent and
have revealed them to babes. Even so, Father, for so
it seemed good in Your sight. All things have been
delivered to Me by My Father, and no one knows the
Son except the Father. Nor does anyone know the
Father except the Son, and he to whom the Son wills
to reveal Him.” (Matthew 11:25-27)

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. . . . No
one has seen God at any time. The only begotten
Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has
declared Him. (John 1:14, 18)

Finally, John 14:6-10 makes this revelation abun-
dantly clear:

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.
If you had known Me, you would have known My
Father also; and from now on you know Him and
have seen Him.” Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us
the Father, and it is sufficient for us.” Jesus said to
him, “Have I been with you so long, and yet you
have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has
seen the Father; so how can you say, ‘Show us the
Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father,
and the Father is in Me? The words that I speak to
you I do not speak on My own authority; but the
Father who dwells in Me does the works.”

Moses asked to see the visible glory of God, and He
proclaimed His name verbally. Jesus is saying, “If you
want to see the mind and nature of God, if you want to see
His attitudes, look at Me.” God reveals Himself and
declares His glory to us through the life, works and words
of Jesus of Nazareth as He opens our minds by His Holy
Spirit.

Jesus is “the way” because of all mankind, only He,
unmarred by sin, has intimate knowledge of God. Know-
ing God depends on our knowledge of the truth about
Jesus. He shows the way we must walk, the direction and
manner of living and relating to others. This is precisely
the knowledge Jesus gives. Many times when we ask
directions in a strange city, the response confuses us
because we are unfamiliar with the town. But when we
ask directions of Jesus, He says, “Come, follow Me, and
I will take you there.”

Some people may teach truth, but He embodies truth;
He is “the truth.” A man may teach geometry, and his
character may not affect his teaching. But if one teaches
moral truth, character is paramount. Keeping the third
commandment properly revolves around knowing the
truth about God and His way.

Colossians 1:15 and 2:9 are among the strongest state-
ments in the Bible about the divine nature of Jesus: “He
is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all
creation. . . . For in Him dwells all the fullness of the
Godhead bodily.” He not only is equal to and reflects

God, but He also reveals God to us because He is God. He
is completely holy and has authority to judge the world.

We can have no clearer view of God than by looking at
Christ. He is the full revelation of God to man. He is the
complete expression of God in a human body. He is
unique: God became a man, imposing upon Himself the
same time-space limitations as other men.

He had every opportunity to waste time, get sick, eat
gluttonously and become overweight, drink and experi-
ence a hangover, “fly off the handle” in anger, or attack
others when someone pricked His vanity. He could have
become bitter from rejection or depressed when things
did not go His way. He could have worked or played with
intense competitiveness to “win at all costs.” He had to
face death, His own as well as of loved ones. He could
have felt “the deck was stacked” against Him.

The gospels show God coping with life on the same
terms as men. Now we can really see what kind of
character God possesses. Jesus’ life gives us firsthand
knowledge of what the true way of life is, allowing us to
cooperate with Him in His purpose. Among many other
things, we see God teaching, healing, sacrificing His life,
correcting in love, guarding His flock and patiently coun-
seling.

Eternal LifeEternal LifeEternal LifeEternal LifeEternal Life
Jesus’ prayer on the eve of His crucifixion gives
us important insight into this:

And this is eternal life, that they may know
You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom

You have sent. . . . I have manifested Your name to
the men whom You have given Me out of the world.
. . . Holy Father, keep through Your name those
whom You have given Me, that they may be one as
We are. . . . And I have declared to them Your name,
and will declare it, that the love with which You
loved Me may be in them, and I in them.” (John 17:3,
6, 11, 26)

He refers to God’s name three times in this brief and
exceedingly important prayer! The name represents what
He spent His ministry revealing to us about God. He
keeps us through His name both by our trusting in what it
means and our obedience to how it shows we should live.

He defines eternal life as “to know God.” “Know”
suggests a very close intimacy, just as a husband and wife
are intimate in marriage (Genesis 4:1). It indicates expe-
riential knowledge, not theoretical. In Amos 5:4 God
exclaims, “Seek Me and live!” He is saying, “Turn to Me
and My way of life; seek to know Me,” not “Search for
Me,” because He has already revealed Himself to us. He
is saying, “Seek to know Me by living the same way I do.”
That is how experiential knowledge of Him becomes an
intimate knowing of Him. He will walk with such people
(Amos 3:3).

Aionis, the word translated “eternal,” deals less with
duration of life (although it is included), than it does with
QUALITY of life. Living endlessly is not necessarily good.
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THE RACE ISSUEUntangling
Part 3

Last month we saw that God pre-
served the races of man through
all the pivotal periods of man’s

history under the Old Covenant. Did
this change under Jesus, Peter and
Paul? The New Testament represents
the greatest positive movement in the
relationship between God and man
since Adam. Does it shed any light on
ethnicity?

The New Testament begins with
Christ’s own genealogy, carefully
tracing it from Abraham, the begin-
ning of the particular people God has
used. Since the prophecies foretold
that Christ would spring from Judah,
the line had to remain intact! Race
was critical. Otherwise, Scripture
would be broken (John 10:35). Im-
possible!

Was Jesus in a hurry to change the
racial/language divisions He had in-
stituted at Babel? His landmark Ser-
mon on the Mount refers twice to
race. Matthew 6:32 instructs us not to
seek material wealth as the Gentiles
do. In Matthew 7:6 He says not to
give holy things to the “dogs,” a com-
mon reference to non-Israelites ex-
plained in Matthew 15:21-28.

Here, Jesus was not even going to
reply to the Canaanite woman’s ques-
tion, telling His disciples that He “was
not sent except to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel.” When she worshiped
Him, pleading, He finally addressed
her, saying He would not take the
children’s (Israel’s) bread and give it
to the dogs! Imagine the furor today
over such a statement, even if uttered
by Jesus the Christ! Only when she
displayed great humility by asking
for the crumbs, did He make an ex-
ception for her.

Could He have been more
devastatingly direct to this lady? In
His own words, His ministry was only
to Israel. In making such seemingly
“racist” statements, Jesus was oper-

ating safely within the confines of the
Old Testament administration. If God
wanted to change His approach to
race in the New Testament, Jesus did
not consider it an immediate priority,
nor did He soft-pedal it.

Now for the good news!
Once the New Testament church

began in Acts 2, Israel was reckoned
as a spiritual body, not just a physical
nation (Galatians 6:16). Henceforth,
the division was not between physi-
cal Israelites and Gentiles, but reck-
oned spiritually between converted
and unconverted people. This was
first accomplished in Cornelius, a
physical Gentile, via Peter’s vision
(Acts 10). Christ specially trained
Saul/Paul, appointing him as apostle
to the Gentiles (Romans 11:13).

This transition was not without
difficulty as students of Acts and of
Paul’s epistles are aware. Life-long
animosities had to be dispelled, even
among the apostles! Is there a lesson
for us? Can racial hatreds actually be
altered—changed to gentle, loving
relationships? If so, how?

Paul had a MONUMENTAL task on his
hands. Israelites had migrated to all
nations of the world (Acts 2:5-14).
When Paul evangelized in Gentile
areas, he encountered Israelites and
Gentiles whom God was converting,
and racial animosities boiled over. In
Romans, he carefully explains to the
Israelites that the Gentiles are now
candidates for both inclusion into
spiritual Israel and salvation. He also
warns the Gentiles not to be too full
of themselves or “high-minded,” for
the “Jew” still had an advantage, hav-
ing been given the oracles of God
(Romans 3:2) and being the natural
branch (11:13-26). Nevertheless, ALL

had sinned and come short of the
glory of God. Rather than being thank-
ful to be included in salvation, every-
one argued over physical superiority.
Sounds like today!

Paul—and God—looked upon
spiritual Israel as one spiritual people,
no matter what their physical
ethnicity. In that sense, bigotry, al-
leged inferiority and discriminatory
problems—referred to as “racial”
problems—in this world, in this na-
tion or in God’s church are more
correctly CONVERSION problems.

Apart from God’s Spirit, the
world’s racial problems have no so-
lution. They have existed between
the different races for thousands of
years, and not just between “whites
and blacks” in this country. Satan
will stir up the races against each
other more and more as the end of the
age draws near. Are we converted
enough to love one another, regard-
less of race, in God’s Family where
“there is neither Jew nor Greek”
(Galatians 3:28), black nor white?

No Exception for RaceNo Exception for RaceNo Exception for RaceNo Exception for RaceNo Exception for Race
Racial discrimination has reigned

in this country for hundreds of years—
thousands, if we consider different
Amerindian tribes fighting each other.
No “solutions” have worked. Incred-
ibly, God has given a small group of
people, His church, an opportunity to
begin to heal this breach through the
unity of His Spirit, that we might
become of one mind! We are all to
esteem others better than ourselves—
making no exceptions for race:

There is neither Jew nor Greek,
there is neither slave nor free,
there is neither male nor female;
for you are all one in Christ
Jesus. And if you are Christ’s,
then you are Abraham’s seed,
and heirs according to the prom-
ise. (Galatians 3:28-29)

What does that say? Salvation is
open to all races, sexes and physical
circumstances. It speaks of spiritual
opportunity, not physical heritage. In
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Galatia, there were Greeks and Jews,
males and females, slaves and free
men in the congregation. They were
physical realities. Did God create a
miracle and change all that? Are there
still Greeks and Jews today? Are we
still male and female? Did slavery
continue for a while—even in the
church?

People focus on the Greek/Jew as-
pect of these verses to claim that all
races should be melded into one
people. If such reasoning were valid,
we should meld male and female into
one sex. If we were all to have opera-
tions to make us unisex, what would
be the outcome? No more children
would be born! Man’s existence
would cease. What was God’s will
originally? “So God created man in
His own image; . . . male and female
He created them” (Genesis 1:27). He
later instructs men and women to wear
apparel that distinguishes them as
such (Deuteronomy 22:5). He se-
verely condemns and chastens for
sexual perversions, Sodom and
Gomorra being extreme examples. In
the New Testament, Romans 1:26
shows God did not change this.

Take this comparison one step fur-
ther. Does God favor one sex over the
other regarding the opportunity for
salvation? No! As for what He in-
tends in our physical lives, He cre-
ated man first and then the woman to
be his helper and mate. A man is to
lead the woman, though with great
care and love (Ephesians 5). Is a man
superior as a human being? No! Is a
woman inferior simply because God
chose men to lead? No way! They are
equals—“heirs together of the grace
of life” (I Peter 3:7)—but one is to be
in charge.

Let’s consider race in the same
light. All races have equal opportu-
nity for salvation and enter one
church—spiritual Israel. Does that
mean God wants everyone physically
melded into one race? Again, we need
to study the Bible record. Who made
the races and what did He intend?

II Corinthians 6:14 requires us not
to “be unequally yoked together with
unbelievers,” meaning we should be
separate from the world. We have
applied this specifically to marriage,
admonishing the brethren not to marry
outside the church. The fruits are not

good because the couple’s perspec-
tives, goals and ways are different.

The same principle applies to racial
intermarriage. The fruits of intermar-
riage are not generally good. Children
become confused about who they re-
ally are. Racial bigotry causes friction
within the family. Life is hard enough
without adding to the problem!

No matter which races are com-
bined, the different ways of thinking
clash. A people’s nature is so distinc-
tive that God could determine in
Jacob’s time how each of his sons’
descendants would think—how their
minds would work—in the end time
as a result of their genetic disposition
(Genesis 49). Their natures are influ-
enced somewhat by culture or educa-
tion, but primarily conform to racial
or genetic patterns.

Just a half century ago, when the
U.S. declared war on Japan, the gov-
ernment rounded up and imprisoned
Japanese-Americans just for being
Japanese. The government never con-
sidered their political leanings. Un-
fortunately, it is just another example
of this racially divided world and the
trouble caused when racial tensions
arise. At such times, a mixed mar-
riage is in trouble. Which side does
the family take when race riots break
out in the neighborhood? If the fam-
ily is the “wrong” color, they may be
in danger though they “crossed over”
culturally.

No Race InferiorNo Race InferiorNo Race InferiorNo Race InferiorNo Race Inferior
The Bible indicates that no race is

inferior to any other or in any way
sub-human, as some postulate. All
races have common parentage in
Adam and Eve, though God designed
different races for His own reasons.
HE created them in Eden, and the
ideal from creation is for each race to
maintain its distinctness. As man
strayed from this ideal, God restored
it at pivotal times.

Ezra and Nehemiah separated chil-
dren (Ezra 10:3, 44), showing it was
the idolatry of the wives (religion)
and race that concerned God. With
this new beginning for Israel after the
Babylonian captivity, God felt the
separation important since He had
promised to bless Abraham’s seed as
a result of his obedience. The prom-
ise that was to follow was of race and

grace.
Race problems are nothing new.

Paul and Peter fought through them
in the New Testament. If we are truly
converted to God’s way of thinking,
we will not let ourselves be offended
at anything. Our eternal life is at stake.
He loves us all and has called and set
us all apart for His holy purpose, no
matter what our racial background.

Grappling with RacismGrappling with RacismGrappling with RacismGrappling with RacismGrappling with Racism
Racial animosity is a smoldering

problem worldwide, as well as in this
country, and it can break into a fire at
any moment. We should not in any
way take this grievously serious sub-
ject lightly. As Christians, are we
prepared spiritually, mentally and
emotionally for it? Can we handle the
pent-up feelings that surface under
tense conditions that threaten the unity
of the church? We can barely handle
them under everyday conditions. Yet
these problems are real—some of the
hardest we must grapple with, as
emotions are buried under layers and
layers of traumatic experiences.

When race riots break out again—
as surely they will—will our bond as
Christians be strong enough that we
will stand together rather than take
sides racially? Will we look to God
for unity when unconverted white and
black “dogs” quarrel and fight? Since
we are strangers and pilgrims (I Peter
2:11; Hebrews 11:13), we must ig-
nore their animosities and biases just
as we ignore politics. We do not get
involved. Through God‘s Spirit, we
must rise above racism, no matter
how hateful it becomes.

Can we find true, lasting solutions?
Did Abraham Lincoln or Martin
Luther King, Jr. really resolve any-
thing? Did they take away the ani-
mosity of centuries or just relieve
some of the symptoms? We must
consider this: Apart from God, this
country’s race problems will NEVER

BE RESOLVED!
No matter how many protests,

peaceful or bloody—no matter how
many equal rights amendments, laws
or orders are given—racism will ex-
ist. Governments cannot legislate
peace between races or ethnic groups.
We need only look at Ireland, Serbia/
Croatia, Afghanistan/Russia, Israel
and South Africa to see that govern-
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ments and laws have not worked.
Treaties are made, treaties are bro-
ken. Hatred remains as the only con-
stant in peace or war; its always there!
No politician or anyone else can re-
solve it, including the military.

There is no human way to end
these conflicts. Some of these ani-
mosities, hatreds and feuds have gone
on for hundreds, even thousands of
years. The sins involved, visited on
the third and fourth generation, keep
recurring, and the cycle never ends.
God prophesies that the Jacob–Esau
hatred will rage until the end of the
age (see Obadiah)!

The race problem is like a stubborn
marriage problem. Each partner re-
members abusive language, physical
violence, immoralities or hurt feel-
ings from the past. Neither will let go
of the past. The marriage has little
hope for success unless something
changes. The couple can put these
attitudes on the back burner and pos-
sibly achieve a reasonable peace. But
let another stressful situation arise—
an argument—and their memories are
absolutely perfect. Hurtful memories
surface instantly! If they divorce, the
problem remains unsolved, as the
battles continue over the children and
finances. Even if both partners die,
the traumas continue to affect the
children, along with their marriages
and offspring.

What Is the Answer?What Is the Answer?What Is the Answer?What Is the Answer?What Is the Answer?
Is there a solution? THIS IS NOT A

RACE QUESTION. IT IS A CONVERSION QUES-
TION.

James writes, “Where do wars and
fights come from among you? Do
they not come from your desires for
pleasure that war in your members?
You lust and do not have. You murder
and covet and cannot obtain. You
fight and war.” (James 4:1-2). Wars
and fights spring from our lust, pride,
ego and inordinate desire for a place
in the sun.

As Christians, Christ has united us
together in a common goal. He has
given us a common language. As at
Babel, we must understand each other
to achieve our goals. The words of
our language are: mercy, understand-
ing, forgiveness, patience, esteeming
others better than ourselves. In this
sense, He has unified us spiritually no

matter what our race—we are ONE!
Yet physically, He expects us to

keep the races separate and distinct.
He will purify the gold and the silver,
but the Bible does not show that He
will make alloys. Is this a white su-
premacist cry? No! Neither is it a
black supremacist cry! God is not just
saying blacks cannot marry whites,
but also that whites cannot marry and
pollute the black race. GOD intends
them to be distinct. Any intermar-
riage destroys that distinctiveness.

SlaverySlaverySlaverySlaverySlavery
How Paul, the apostle to the Gen-

tiles, handled the matter of Onesimus
and his slavery is a biblical, New
Covenant example that we can use to
understand how to approach the race
problem. In the book of Philemon, he
does not command Philemon to free
Onesimus, his slave, but to treat him
as a Christian (verses 8-16). Others in
the church at that time either owned
slaves or were slaves. They were given
instruction as to how to treat each
other (I Peter 2:18; Ephesians 6:5-9;
Colossians 3:22–4:1). He does not
instruct masters to free their slaves,
but to treat them kindly. He does not
bid slaves to escape, but rather to
obey.

The subject is not hired servants,
but “slave or free” (Ephesians 6:8). I
Corinthians 7:20-23 clearly shows
that if God called a person while a
slave, he was not to worry about it,
but to take freedom if offered. God
tolerated slavery in the Old Testa-
ment, but regulated it so that slaves
were not abused (Exodus 21:1-11;
Leviticus 25:39-55; Deuteronomy
15:12-18). Likewise, Paul, unable to
change society, chose to administer
the slavery issue in a practical man-
ner within the culture.

Physical circumstances do not de-
termine our spiritual outcome! We
must look beyond the physical, trust-
ing God to handle situations as He
pleases. Why should we, who have a
relationship with God Almighty, con-
cern ourselves with the unconverted
man’s wrongs against other men? Our
concerns are much loftier!

Notice how Paul phrases his in-
struction in Ephesians 6:5: “Servants,
be obedient to those who are your
masters according to the flesh, with

fear and trembling, in sincerity of
heart, as to Christ.” He instructs slave
owners to do God’s will and be kind.

Consider this in the context of
verses 11-18: taking on the whole
armor of God. The attitudes we have
toward one another are very serious—
ones through which Satan can easily
take advantage of us if we are not
careful. We frequently cite this pas-
sage as general instruction, but the
context is about interpersonal rela-
tionships, specifically SLAVE OR RA-
CIAL RELATIONS. He addresses them
particularly because they are emo-
tional dynamite!

The SolutionThe SolutionThe SolutionThe SolutionThe Solution
What if a brother in the church

really was picking on us? What if he
was intentionally racist—with mal-
ice aforethought? “Great peace have
they which love thy law: and nothing
shall offend them” (Psalm 119:165,
KJV). This includes an outright ra-
cial slur! Are we that strong yet?

What if someone in the congrega-
tion harbors deep-seated racial ha-
treds from childhood, and one day
under stress or in a bad mood, he
unloads every hateful racial slur he
had ever heard on you? Would that
make him an enemy for life? Would it
create bitterness in your heart that
could never be erased or overcome?

What if that person, realizing his
mistake, tearfully apologizes to you
an hour later—while you were still
seething? Could you forgive and move
on with no hard feelings? What if he
becomes upset another hour later and
goes through the whole tirade again?
Could you accept his apology again?
What if it happens 490 times in one
day (Matthew 18:21-22)?

When we are converted, we are
changed from our old way of thinking
to a SUBSTANTIALLY different way of
thinking.  We replace envy, greed,
bitterness, intolerance, criticism and
vanity with love, kindness, mercy,
forgiveness, patience and humility.

The cost is substantially higher as
well. Our prejudices hurt us more
than those we are prejudiced against;
they destroy our inner peace. Atti-
tudes we nurtured and had fostered in
us by parents, peers and society must
be excised from our thinking. The
Spirit of God must be “purchased” by
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abject surrender to God’s way of
thinking, washing away the old think-
ing in a watery grave and emerging a
new man. By receiving the gift of
God’s Spirit, our whole attitude and
perspective changes. We “buy” more
of that Spirit through prayer, Bible
study, fasting and meditation.

We totally, irrevocably and eter-
nally pledge to think like God who is
no respecter of persons—no matter
the color, wealth or intelligence. ALL

partiality and prejudice are now in-
correct, sinful and will lead to eternal
destruction in the Lake of Fire unless
repented of. We must show no greater
respect in either direction—toward
the poor or rich, the white or black,
the wise or simple. Unfortunately, we
humans have a problem with this. We
tend to kowtow to the wealthy, beau-
tiful, healthy or majority rather than
to the poor, ugly, sick or minority.

How spiritually mature are we?
Can we handle this? Can we really
change life-long attitudes—no mat-
ter how someone treats us? Are we
humble enough that ego, vanity, ra-
cial and personal pride will not of-
fend us? Cosmetic, surface changes
are no solution as we know from this
country’s civil rights laws. They have
not solved the problems, which have
just gone underground, festering, sim-
mering and preparing to erupt in
bloodshed.

Accusing each other of having ra-
cial attitudes will lead only to con-
flict. Here meditation becomes
particularly valuable. It allows us to
examine our minds and emotions in
the light of Scripture so we can purge
any prejudices that have carried over
from before conversion. We can
change ourselves, and only ourselves,
from the heart. God wants truth in the
inward parts (Psalm 51:6).

Wouldn’t it be wonderful to reach
the spiritual maturity to be able to go
to a brother about such a touchy is-
sue, to plead our case without re-
crimination? Wouldn’t it be great to
be met with understanding and a spirit
of humility and peace-making?

For minorities, it is very difficult
to overcome the feelings of supposed
inferiority laid on them by others and
to feel equal inside where it matters.
It is hard to remove the resentment
produced by years of degradation.

We must define our true worth by our
value to God as His children, whence
springs true inner security and a sound
mind.

For those in the majority, it is very
difficult to remove feelings of superi-
ority ingrained from childhood. Such
people need humility and must come
to KNOW they are in no way better than
others. They cannot just act humble,
but must know deep inside that they
are really one with all people in Christ.

Our Savior does not look at some-
one as better because of skin color.
He judges superiority by righteous-
ness. Being a Jew gives a person no
leg up as a Christian over a Greek—
white over black. We really are one
race—spiritual Israelites, Christians.

If we are spiritually mature, we
have resolved these conflicts. If we
have some growing up to do, they still
plague us to one degree or another.
Who said growing up would be easy?
“Narrow is the gate and difficult is
the way which leads to life, and there
are few who find it” (Matthew 7:14).

Race in the FutureRace in the FutureRace in the FutureRace in the FutureRace in the Future
Consider that, according to Ezekiel

5, modern Israel will soon see a third
of its population killed in war, a sec-
ond third will die in famine and dis-
ease and the last third will go into
slavery. Possibly less than 10% will
survive to enter the Millennium. This
end-time slavery will be far worse
than what occurred in Egypt, America
or anywhere else in the past. As a
nation, our wives will be taken from
us. Our children will be ripped up and
killed before our eyes. We will be
shipped to Europe, Africa or South
America and used until we are value-
less, then we will be killed. Hitler’s
ovens will be child’s play compared
to what is coming on us.

God’s people have always had to
deal with slander, persecution and
martyrdom. If we willingly enslave
our minds to Christ’s way of thinking
now—putting aside all prejudices and
hard feelings, leaving the past behind
and looking to the future, we can
escape and be protected by God. Yet
those who harbor resentments of past
slavery will soon go into another!
Living in the past will accomplish
nothing but will cause it to be re-
peated. The coming slavery of Ameri-

cans will include all races as slaves
together!

We must boldly move forward as
brothers together now, not shrinking
back. This boldness must be in righ-
teousness, not in trying to wrest equal-
ity by less than righteous methods,
such as defaming those who caused
the problem when in truth all have
shared in the guilt. Did Christ say,
“Fight for your rights” or “Turn the
other cheek” (Matthew 5:39)? Which
does He reward? Which is a better
example to others?

Let’s look at a few scriptures re-
garding the future. How will God
settle the conflicts?

God set the boundaries of the na-
tions (Acts 17:26; Genesis 10:25, 32;
Deuteronomy 32:8), and thus He put
each people in the best place possible
for them. When people transgress
these boundaries, conflict occurs. It
is similar to when men move plant
and animal species from one area to
another to “solve” a problem. This
generally creates terrible imbalances.
To remedy these problems, God says,
“…I will return and have compassion
on them and bring them back, every-
one to his heritage and everyone to
his land” (Jeremiah 12:15).

Israel was a slave to Egypt and
Assyria. These three have warred for
millennia! Yet,

In that day Israel will be one of
three with Egypt and Assyria,
even a blessing in the midst of
the land, whom the LORD of
Hosts shall  bless,  saying,
“Blessed is Egypt My people,
and Assyria the work of My
hands, and Israel My inherit-
ance.” (Isaiah 19:24-25)

They will dwell safely in peace!
Different nations will come up to keep
the feast (Zechariah 14:16-18). Egypt
is mentioned specifically. If we are
prejudiced, we will have to get over it
or we will not be there!

The book of Revelation speaks of
God’s solution to this problem. Christ
is “to rule all nations [ethnos, ethnic
groups or races] with a rod of iron”
(Revelation 12:5). The gospel will be
preached “to every nation, tribe,
tongue, and people” (14:6). God

Please see page 19
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Exodus
3:13-14

A Ready AnswerA Ready AnswerA Ready AnswerA Ready AnswerA Ready Answer
“Be Ready Always To Give An Answer” – I Peter 3:15 (KJV)“Be Ready Always To Give An Answer” – I Peter 3:15 (KJV)“Be Ready Always To Give An Answer” – I Peter 3:15 (KJV)“Be Ready Always To Give An Answer” – I Peter 3:15 (KJV)“Be Ready Always To Give An Answer” – I Peter 3:15 (KJV)

Then Moses said to God, “Indeed, when I
come to the children of Israel and say to
them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent
me to you,’ and they say to me, ‘What is
His name?’ what shall I say to them?”

And God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.”

THE NAMES OF GOD

The omnipotent God of the Bible
gives this eternal command and
warning to the Israelites through

Moses:

If you do not carefully observe
all the words of the law that are
written in this book, that
you may fear this glorious
and awesome name, THE
LORD YOUR GOD, then
the LORD will bring upon
you and your descendants
extraordinary plagues—
great and prolonged
plagues—and serious and
prolonged sicknesses.”
(Deuteronomy 28:58-59)

God is concerned about how we
use His name. He strictly commands
us not to take it in vain (Exodus 20:7).
Jesus tells us in the New Testament
that we should pray to the Father in
His name (John 14:13-14). The
Psalms instruct us to honor and glo-
rify His name (Psalm 8:1; 29:2; 61:8;
83:16-18; etc.)

What, then, is the proper way to
refer to Him? Some have suggested
that it is wrong to use the English
names “Lord” or “God” to refer to the
Creator of heaven and earth because
of their seemingly pagan origins. Does
it matter what we call the members of
the God Family?

Notice the secular meaning of the
word God found in Webster’s New
Universal Unabridged Dictionary:
“…the creator and ruler of the uni-

verse, regarded as eternal, infinite,
all-powerful, and all-knowing; Su-
preme Being; Almighty.” However,
when spelled with a lower case g, god
refers to any thing worshipped. Ac-
cording to the same authoritative dic-
tionary, the word lord denotes “a ruler

or master.”
The writers of the Bible refer to

God by many different names, each
given with a purpose to describe some
distinct virtue or characteristic of His
nature. When we analyze the original
Hebrew and Greek names the authors
use to refer to the members of the God
Family, clearly the spiritual principle
of fearing God’s “glorious and awe-
some name” is paramount to obeying
Him.

Eloh imE loh imE loh imE loh imE loh im
The first place a name of God is

revealed is in the first chapter of Gen-
esis. Here we find Elohim (God) re-
peated in almost every verse. Elohim
is a plural noun, which is first and
primarily used in Scripture to de-
scribe the one true God Family, which
includes God the Father and our Cre-

ator-Redeemer, Jesus Christ. Wher-
ever we find “God” throughout the
Old Testament, it is most likely
Elohim.

However, in contrast to its use to
refer to the true God, biblical writers
use elohim more than 200 times to

refer to pagan idols and gods
whom the pagans feared and
worshipped (Exodus 12:12;
23:24; Leviticus 19:4). Does
this multifaceted usage of
elohim mean we should not
use the English word “God”
today in reference to the God
Family because it, too, can
refer to heathen gods? No, it
merely underscores Satan’s

constant counterfeiting of any refer-
ence to the Supreme Being. In fact,
the usage of elohim in Scripture shows
that it is perfectly acceptable to use a
word like “god” to refer to both the
true and false deities.

YHWHYHWHYHWHYHWHYHWH
The Eternal first introduced His

name as YHWH (LORD) in Exodus 3
where Moses records the account of
receiving his commission from God.
In verse 15 God calls Himself YHWH
Elohim translated “LORD God” in most
English-language Bibles. In the Au-
thorized Version, wherever we find
the name “GOD” or “LORD” printed in
small capitals, the original is YHWH
(see Genesis 2:4-5, 7-8).

The original Hebrew text consists
of consonants only and no vowels,
and thus the Creator’s name is spelled
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YHWH. This is often referred to as the
tetragrammaton, meaning the “four
letters.” YHWH derives from a form
of the Hebrew verb to be and has the
same meaning as the name “I AM”
(hayah) in Exodus 3:14. Hebrew
scholars say YHWH could mean “He
exists” or “He causes to be.” English
equivalents to this would be “the Ever-
Living” or “the Eternal.” God and His
name are both everlasting (Psalm
135:13). The meaning of the name
and the permanency behind it are cru-
cial to properly recognizing His sov-
ereignty.

Scholars believe that YHWH was
originally pronounced as Yahweh, but
we have no concrete evidence of what
the missing vowels should be. The
Jews considered YHWH too sacred to
speak, so they stopped pronouncing it
after the days of Ezra and Nehemiah,
when it was considered unlawful and
blasphemous to vocalize it. The cor-
rect pronunciation was forgotten over
time. When a Jew recites scripture
and comes to YHWH, he substitutes
the word Adonai, meaning “Lord” or
“Master.” Therefore, the name of God
is written YHWH but pronounced
Adonai.

Some have thought YHWH should
be pronounced “Jehovah.” In AD 1520,
Peter Galatin, the confessor of Pope
Leo X, invented this name by inter-
jecting the vowels of Adonai (a-o-a)
between the consonants YHWH. This
produced the hybrid YaHoWaH, later
pronounce “Jehovah.” This name,
contrived through human reasoning,
has no biblical basis.

E lE lE lE lE l
Another example of how pagans

used one of God’s biblical names to
refer to their deities is found in an-
cient Canaanite writings. The pagan
Canaanites used the name El long
before Moses wrote the first five
books of the Bible known as the
Pentateuch. To them El referred to El
the Bull, the father of the other gods,
including the infamous Baal. El sim-
ply means “mighty one.”

Some self-proclaimed scholars
have argued that it is a sin for us to use
the English word “God” because the
Druids used it to refer to their idols.
By the same reasoning, it would also
have been a sin for the authors of the

Old Testament to use El and Elohim
since the Canaanites used them for
their pagan gods. Nevertheless, God
is called El in Genesis 14:20 and in
many other places. In addition, many
Old Testament men of God had el as
part of their names, and God expressed
no displeasure in this.

ElahElahElahElahElah
Although God inspired most of the

Old Testament books to be written in
Hebrew, Daniel and Ezra wrote por-
tions of their books in Aramaic or
Syriac, the language spoken through-
out the Persian Empire during their
time. It had also replaced Hebrew as
the language of common speech of
the Jews.

Nowhere in the Aramaic passages
do we find the names YHWH or
Elohim. Examining the manuscripts
reveals that in dozens of places the
writers rendered the Hebrew names
for God into the Aramaic word Elah.
It is just as proper for the Hebrew El
and Elohim to be translated into the
English word God, as it was for Daniel
and Ezra to use the Aramaic word
Elah.

TheosTheosTheosTheosTheos and  and  and  and  and KuriosKuriosKuriosKuriosKurios
The names of God that we have so

far considered are all used in the Old
Testament books. Do we find the au-
thors of the New Testament books
following the same principle of fear
and reverence toward the names of
God? In the first century AD, Greek
was widely spoken by Jews and Gen-
tiles. Most Gentiles did not under-
stand Hebrew or Aramaic, so it made
sense for the writers of the New Tes-
tament to use Greek. The apostle Paul,
sent to the Greek-speaking Gentiles,
had to write in Greek to be under-
stood.

Paul uses the Greek words theos
(“God”) and kurios (“Lord”). In 665
places, the authors use kurios instead
of the Hebrew word YHWH. If YHWH
were as sacred as some have believed,
Paul and the other apostles would
most certainly have used YHWH to
refer to the Eternal. They did not.
What they did do is revere God, deeply
honoring and respecting His charac-
ter and attributes. The apostles were
in awe of the power and authority
behind the Father’s name.

YahshuaYahshuaYahshuaYahshuaYahshua
Some have used the Hebrew name

Yahshua rather than “Jesus,” believ-
ing it to be a more sacred name. That
logic also has its roots in human rea-
son. Paul used the Greek name Iesous
for “Jesus,” as did the other writers of
the New Testament.

Further, what about Jesus’ proph-
ecy that many deceivers would come
in His name (Matthew 24:5)? In more
than 1900 years, very few deceivers
have come in the name of Yahshua.
But many deceivers have come in the
name of Jesus or variations of it in
different languages. The power and
authority in and behind the name of
Jesus, the only name by which we can
be saved, is seen in many healings
that God’s ministers have performed
in the name of Jesus Christ (Acts
3:6). His name is just as sacred in one
language as in another.

Meaning and PronunciationMeaning and PronunciationMeaning and PronunciationMeaning and PronunciationMeaning and Pronunciation
In Bible usage, a “name” signifies

special meaning. For example, Abra-
ham means “father of many nations”
and Israel means “prevailer with
God.” In biblical terms a name signi-
fies reputation and character. The He-
brew text of the Old Testament
contains many names of God, each
describing some aspect of His char-
acter. Among them are El Shaddai,
meaning “Almighty God”; El Elyon,
“Most High God”; and YHWH
Rapheka, “The Eternal that heals.”
God demands fear and reverence for
the attributes that His various names
represent such as love, healer, holy,
all-powerful, honorable and glorious.

Some idolize the sound or spelling
of God’s name because they do not
truly understand His attributes. God
allows men to observe His nature
through the things He created (Ro-
mans 1:18-23). Likewise, His at-
tributes expressed in His names reveal
His character and affect the way we
worship Him. Thus the proper atti-
tude toward God’s name is crucial to
worshiping Him appropriately.

Would not God have preserved His
name down through the ages if He
were that concerned about pronun-
ciation? Could the pronunciation of
the Father’s name be that critical if
Jesus Christ never instructed us how
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to pronounce it? In John 17:6, 26,
Jesus says He came to reveal and

declare the name of the Father to His
disciples. In John 17:11, Jesus asks

A SAMPLING OF THE NAMES OF GOD

HEBREW NAMES OF GOD:
Elohim = Deity, The God Family
YHWH = He Exists or He Causes To Be
Adonai/Adon = Lord or Master or Ruler
El = The Mighty One
El Elyon = God Most High
El Roi = God Who Sees
El-Elohe-Israel = God of Israel
El Olam = God of Eternity
El Shaddai = The Almighty, All-Sufficient God
Yah = The Independent One
YHWH Elohim = Majestic, Omnipotent LORD

YHWH-Hoseenu = LORD Our Maker
YHWH-Jireh = LORD Will Provide
YHWH- Ropheka = LORD Our Healer
YHWH-Nissi = LORD Our Banner
YHWH-Mekaddishkem = LORD Sanctifies
YHWH-Eloheenu = LORD Our God
YHWH-Eloheka = LORD Your God
YHWH Elohay = LORD My God
YHWH-Shalom = LORD Our Peace
YHWH-Sabaoth = LORD of Hosts
YHWH-Raah = LORD My Shepherd
YHWH-Makkeh = LORD Will Smite You
YHWH-Gmolah = LORD of Recompenses
YHWH-Shammah = LORD Is There

ARAMAIC NAMES OF GOD:
Elah = The Adorable One
Abba = Father

GREEK NAMES OF GOD:
Theos = The One Supreme Deity, God
Kurios = Lord or Master
Pater = Father
Iesous (Jesus) = Savior, Preserver
Christos = Anointed, Christ
Logos = The Word, Spokesman
Archegos = Author, Forerunner, Captain
Huios Theou = Son of God
Basileus Basileon = King of Kings
Basileus Eirenes = King of Peace
Basileus Dikaiosunes = King of Righteousness
Amnos, Arnion = The Lamb

the Father to “keep through Your
name [the Father’s] those whom You
have given me.” Again, He does not
mention how to pronounce the
Father’s name.

Salvation is not based on pronun-
ciation! Would God preclude some-
one from eternal life because his
accent caused him to say “Gawd”
rather than “God?” Indeed, God may
have intentionally obscured the pro-
nunciation of His name, lest we fo-
cus on pronunciation rather than the
reality of who and what He is!

Many professing Christians today
do not realize that they take God’s
name in vain by worshiping the sound
of a name and treating it with super-
stition. They are also making an idol
out of that sound and spelling. We
see the reality of this in today’s soci-
ety when “Lord” or “Jesus” is plas-
tered on billboards and bumper
stickers or flashed across television
screens.

Reverential fear and genuine re-
spect through obedience truly hon-
ors God, not the sanctimonious or
repetitious use of the sound of a name.
In Matthew 7:21 Jesus says, “Not
everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord,
Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of
heaven, but he who does the will of
My Father in heaven.” Doing the will
of God is absolutely necessary to
truly fearing His name. He is much
more interested in our obedience and
growth in His way of life than our
punctilious pronunciation of Hebrew
words.

God’s name and what it represents
should be exalted, praised and loved
(Psalm 34:3; 54:6; 69:36). Do we do
this when we pray? Christ gives us
the proper example in Matthew 6:9-
10: “In this manner, therefore, pray:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed
[holy] be Your name. Your kingdom
come. Your will be done on earth as
it is in heaven.” Each day we have an
opportunity to extol Him regarding
some aspect of His character that we
see in His names.

Whether we use Yahweh, Elohim,
the Eternal, the Creator, God or Lord,
the pronunciation is not as critical as
properly revering and fearing the One
behind the name, THE LORD YOUR
GOD!

—Martin G. Collins
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PROPHECY WATCH

Having rehearsed Israelite his-
tory from Abraham’s call to
the return of the Judean exiles

from Babylon, we can see that—
though Israel had disappointed God,
and He had punished them severely—
He did not cast them off completely
(Romans 11:1). Not only did He re-
tain most of Judah, Benjamin and
Levi in the Promised Land to prepare
the way for the Messiah and the New
Testament church, He also promised
to “sift the house of Israel among all
nations, . . . yet not the smallest grain
shall fall to the ground” (Amos 9:9).

Conventional wisdom declares the
house of Israel, the northern ten-tribes
led by the half-tribes of Joseph, to be
“lost.” A recently released compact
disc, Beyond the Sambatyon: The
Myth of the Ten Lost Tribes, cites
“evidence” of Israelite habitation or
influence from Japan to the Americas
to Pakistan and Nigeria. Yet in the
end, its producers pooh-pooh the idea
that Israelites (other than the Jews)
even exist today, concluding they have
either been absorbed into other na-
tions or returned with the Jews from
Babylon.

If we believe God, however, we
cannot accept this rather facile con-
clusion. “The Scripture cannot be bro-
ken” (John 10:35), says Jesus, who
also says, “I was not sent except to the
lost sheep of the house of Israel”
(Matthew 15:24). He also sent his
disciples “to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel” (Matthew 10:6).
Even his statement in John 10:16—
“And other sheep I have which are
not of this fold”—implies that He
recognized that the bulk of ten-tribed
Israel was not among the Jews of His
day. Our Savior certainly did not think
Israel had irretrievably disappeared!

The apostle James, Jesus’ half-
brother, wrote an epistle to the Israel-

ites about AD 60: “James, a servant of
God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to
the twelve tribes which are scattered
abroad: Greetings” (James 1:1). If he
addressed a letter to them, he would
certainly have to know where they
lived to send it!

Writing near the turn of the second
century AD, the historian Josephus
confirms that the Jews knew where
Israel lived:

. . . the entire body of the people
of Israel remained in that coun-
try [Media]; wherefore there are
but two tribes [Judah and Ben-
jamin] in Asia and Europe sub-
ject to the Romans, while the ten
tribes are beyond Euphrates till
now, and are an immense multi-
tude, and not to be estimated by
numbers. (Antiquities of the
Jews, 11.5.2)

Neither can we forget the prophe-
cies of the end time, in which God
promises to return them to the land of
Israel. Jeremiah 50:19-20 is but a
sample of dozens of similar prophe-
cies throughout both testaments:

“But I will bring back Israel to
his habitation, and he shall feed
on Carmel and Bashan; his soul
shall be satisfied on Mount
Ephraim and Gilead. In those
days and in that time [the end
time],” says the LORD, “the iniq-
uity of Israel shall be sought,
but there shall be none; and the
sins of Judah, but they shall not
be found; for I will pardon those
whom I preserve.”

The writers of the Jewish Encyclo-
pedia seem to understand this: “If the
Ten Tribes have disappeared, the lit-
eral fulfillment of the prophecies

would be impossible: if they have not
disappeared, obviously they must ex-
ist under a different name” (“Tribes,
Lost Ten,” vol. 12, p. 249). If God is
God, He must fulfill these prophe-
cies. He promises, “So shall My word
be that goes forth from My mouth; it
shall not return to me void, but it shall
accomplish what I please, and it shall
prosper in the thing for which I sent
it” (Isaiah 55:11).

Then where is Israel? Under what
name do the Israelites exist? Does the
Bible give us any indication of their
whereabouts?

Biblical DirectionBiblical DirectionBiblical DirectionBiblical DirectionBiblical Direction
When the Assyrians conquered Is-

rael and dispersed her population in
the lands beyond the Euphrates (II
Kings 17:6), only the house of Judah
remained in the Land of Promise.
Though Judah had not yet forsaken
Him, God began to raise up prophets
to warn the southern kingdom that
she was headed for the same fate as
her sister Israel.

Through these prophets, particu-
larly Isaiah, Jeremiah and Hosea, God
gives us directions by which we can
find where Israel lives in the last
days! Remember, all the following
directions must be understood from
the vantage point of Jerusalem.

Jeremiah 3:12: “Go and proclaim
these words toward the north, and
say: ‘Return, backsliding Israel,’ says
the LORD.”

Jeremiah 3:18: “In those days the
house of Judah shall walk with the
house of Israel, and they shall come
together out of the land of the north
to the land that I have given as an
inheritance to your fathers.”

Jeremiah 31:8: “Behold, I will
bring them from the north country.”

When Jeremiah prophesied—about
a century after Israel went into cap-

ISRAEL: PRESENT
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siderably. Yet, one bit of evidence
still remains:

Genesis 49:22: “Joseph is a fruit-
ful bough, a fruitful bough by a well;
his branches run over the wall.”

Isaiah 49:20: “The children you
will have, after you have lost the
others, will say again in your ears,
‘The place is too small for me; give
me a place where I may dwell.’”

These verses hint very strongly at
colonization of other lands because
of burgeoning population and pros-
perity. Though many nations have
colonized other lands in the past, only
the nations of northwestern Europe
have done it to a great extent.

Do any nations fit all these crite-
ria? Only one: Britain! We should be
able to find Israelites, primarily of
the half-tribes of Joseph, the birth-
right tribes, in Britain.

Signposts and LandmarksSignposts and LandmarksSignposts and LandmarksSignposts and LandmarksSignposts and Landmarks
One would think that if millions of

Israelite refugees migrated from their
places of captivity in northern
Mesopotamia, some evidence would
remain to show their passage. This is
indeed the case! Literally dozens of
pieces of information comprise a jig-
saw puzzle that shows the passage of

STONE OF SCONE BACK IN SCOTLAND

AFTER 700 YEARS

EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND (AP) - With prayers, pipers and some
political nuance, the legendary Stone of Scone was placed in its
new home in Scotland on Saturday [November 16, 1996], seven
centuries after it was stolen by an English king. . . .

Prince Andrew represented his mother, Queen Elizabeth II,
at the ceremonies on the feast day of St. Andrew, Scotland’s
patron saint.

The rough-hewn block of gray sandstone, weighing 458
pounds, was the coronation seat of Scottish kings until it was
carried away as war booty by King Edward I in 1296.

The Stone of Scone (pronounced “skoon”) was placed under
the coronation chair in Westminster Abbey, where it has been
involved in all coronations since.

The stone will be placed on public view in Edinburgh Castle.
Legend says that the stone originated in the Holy Land, and

that the biblical patriarch Jacob rested his head on it when he
had his dream of a ladder reaching to heaven.

tivity—Israel lived to the north, and
even in the end time, the Israelites
will still live primarily in the north.
North alone, however, could be rather
vague, so God adds more detail:

Hosea 11:10: “They shall walk
after the Lord. He will roar like a lion.
When He roars, then His sons shall
come trembling from the west.”

Hosea 12:1: “Ephraim [the lead-
ing tribe of Israel] feeds on the wind,
and pursues the east wind [the east
wind travels west].” This scripture
implies that Israel migrated westward.
Though this verse has a primarily
spiritual meaning, its value as a clue
to Israel’s whereabouts is confirmed
by

Isaiah 49:12: “Surely these shall
come from afar; look! Those from the
north and the west. . . .”

A line stretching from Jerusalem
to the northwest cuts through much of
Europe from Greece to the North Sea.
Where along this line should we look
for Israelites? We learned earlier that
the line of David would continually
rule over some part of the house of
Israel (Jeremiah 33:17).

Psalm 89:20, 25: I have found My
servant David. . . . Also I will set his
hand over the seas.”

David’s dynasty would rule over a
sea power somewhere to the north
and west of Jerusalem.

Jeremiah 31:10: “Hear the word
of the LORD, O nations, and declare it
in the isles afar off, and say, ‘He who
scattered Israel will gather him.’”

Isaiah 49:1, 3 :  “Listen, O
coastlands, to Me, and take heed, you
peoples from afar! . . . You are My
servant, O Israel, in whom I will be
glorified.” (See also Isaiah 41:1, 8-
9.)

Israel, headed by Ephraim, would
inhabit islands and coastlands far from
Jerusalem. This seems to eliminate
any of the Mediterranean nations; they
would be considered “near” to Jerusa-
lem rather than “afar off.” Now we
are looking for a nation, dominating
on the seas, living on islands and
coastlands in the area of the North
Sea. Are there any other clues?

Jeremiah 31:7: “For thus says the
LORD: ‘Sing with gladness for Jacob,
and shout among the chief of the
nations; proclaim, give praise, and
say, “O LORD, save Your people, the
remnant of Israel.”’”

In the end time, Israel is regarded
as among the leaders of the world’s
nations. This narrows our search con-
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Where do we find
Anglo-Saxons

living in the last
days? Just where the
Bible tells us Israel

would be:
northwestern Europe

and its colonies!

Israel from the Middle East to north-
western Europe.

God Himself told Ephraim to mark
their way so that they could return
one day to the Promised Land: “Set
up signposts, make landmarks; set
your heart toward the highway, the
way in which you went. Turn back, O
virgin of Israel, turn back to these
your cities” (Jeremiah 31:21). How
were they to do this?

One of the main ways involves the
prophecy of Jacob about the tribe of
Dan. “Dan shall be a serpent by the
way, a viper by the path” (Genesis
49:17). A serpent or snake leaves a
mark behind it as it moves over the
earth; some snakes, like rattlesnakes,
leave very distinctive trails. So does
the tribe of Dan.

Though Joshua had allotted land to
Dan in Canaan, the Danites found it
to be difficult to hold and settle be-
cause of its proximity to the Philis-
tines. They began to look elsewhere
for living space.

And six hundred men of the fam-
ily of the Danites went from
there, from Zorah and Eshtaol,
armed with weapons of war.
Then they went up and encamped
in Kirjath Jearim in Judah.
(Therefore they call that place
Mahaneh Dan [Camp of Dan] to
this day. There it is, west of
Kirjath Jearim.) (Judges 18:11-
12)

Finally, they came to the city of
Laish, in the far northern reaches of
Israel, and they took it. “And they
called the name of the city Dan, after
the name of Dan their father, who was
born to Israel. However the name of
the city was formerly Laish” (verse 29).

And thus they have been naming
places after their ancestor ever since!
A good map of Europe will show
dozens of place names carrying the
name of Dan within them. The Don,
Dnieper, Dniester and Danube rivers
all flow into the Black Sea. The Ro-
mans knew the Rhine and Rhone riv-
ers as the Eridanus and the Rhodanus.
Denmark (literally, “Dan’s Land”)
and Sweden are both northwestern
European countries. The English es-
caped from Dunkirk (literally, “Dan’s
Church”) during WWII. One can find

similar place names sprinkled heavily
throughout England, Scotland and
especially Ireland, where dun means
“judge,” just as dan does in Hebrew!

A Lot in a Name!A Lot in a Name!A Lot in a Name!A Lot in a Name!A Lot in a Name!
In Scripture God obviously puts a

great deal of stock in names. He
changed Abram’s name to “Abraham”
for a reason; He did the same by
renaming Jacob to “Israel.” The rea-
son is that He names things what they
are. He named His Son “Jesus” be-
cause He is Savior! As we have seen
with Dan, his name is significant in
tracing the steps of migratory Israel
after their captivity.

Genesis contains two significant
prophecies about the name of the Is-
raelite peoples that we must address.

In the first, Genesis 21:12, God tells
Abraham to send Ishmael and his
mother away, “for in Isaac your seed
shall be called.” Paul repeats this twice
in the New Testament (Romans 9:7;
Hebrews 11:18). On the surface this
seems to mean that God would con-
sider Isaac’s progeny to be the true
sons of Abraham, and this is true. But
it means so much more! It also means
that Israel would call itself by the
name “Isaac” in later times.

The second prophecy concerns
Jacob’s blessing on the sons of Jo-
seph. In his prayer he asks God to
“bless the lads; let my name be named
upon them, and the name of my fa-
thers Abraham and Isaac” (Genesis
48:16). This confirms God’s words to
Abraham, only this time it is specifi-
cally directed toward the birthright
tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh. The
descendants of Joseph would bear the
names of the patriarchs, particularly
Isaac.

Amos, written less than a half cen-

tury before Israel fell, uses the name
“Isaac” twice to refer to Israel:

The high places of Isaac shall
be desolate, and the sanctuaries
of Israel shall be laid waste. . . .
Now therefore, hear the word of
the LORD: You say, “Do not
prophesy against Israel, and do
not spout against the house of
Isaac.” (Amos 7: 9, 16)

Israel may have already been call-
ing itself “the house of Isaac” or “the
sons of Isaac” even before their over-
throw and captivity.

After Assyria fell, ancient records
tell of a new people living around the
shores of the Caspian Sea. These
people were variously known as
Sakai, Sacae, Sagetae, Sakki, Scyths,
Scythians, Scuths, Scuits, Scolotoi
and Scots. In his book The Tribes,
Yair Davidy writes, “SACCAE was
the contemporary Middle Eastern
term for Scyth and the name is be-
lieved to be a derivative of ‘Isaac’.
The appellation ‘Saxe’ or ‘Saxon’ is
a further development of the same
name” (p. 128).

Sharon Turner, author of History
of the Anglo-Saxons, agrees, “Saka-
Suna or the Sons of Sakai abbreviated
into Saksun, which is the same sound
as Saxon, seems a reasonable etymol-
ogy of the word ‘Saxon’” (p. 87). It
takes no great leap of reason to con-
clude that “Saxons” is a corrupted
form of “Isaac’s sons.”

Where do we find the Anglo-Saxon
peoples living in these last days? In
the very same place the Bible tells us
Israel would be: northwestern Eu-
rope and its colonies!

These are just a few of the biblical
proofs of the location of “lost” Israel
today. We lack space to explain such
proofs as Jacob’s Pillar Stone, the
“overturns,” Jeremiah’s commission,
the whereabouts of David’s dynasty,
the journeys of Christ’s apostles, the
end-time fulfillment of the birthright
promise, the 2,520 years prophecy
and many others. Much more evi-
dence—of historical, linguistic, cul-
tural and even physiological
natures—exists in other sources cur-
rently available.

[TO BE CONTINUED]
—Richard T. Ritenbaugh
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World Watch

— Andy Benedetto

WeatherWeatherWeatherWeatherWeather
At least 29 deaths are blamed on the series of
storms that have caused floods, landslides and
avalanches across the American West since De-

cember 26. Thousands of homes and businesses have been
swamped, and hundreds of thousands of people have been
evacuated. One environmental official said, “The scary
thing is, it will probably happen again in March with the
reservoirs so full.”

I l legi t imacyI l legi t imacyI l legi t imacyI l legi t imacyI l legi t imacy
In December the Allan Guttmacher Institute
released a report showing that 1/3 of American
children are born to unmarried women. It also

found that the U.S. has the highest rate of teenage child-
bearing in the industrialized world. Each year almost one
million teens—11% of all women aged 15-19—become
pregnant, and 54% of these pregnancies end in births.

Political FreedomPolitical FreedomPolitical FreedomPolitical FreedomPolitical Freedom
Freedom House, a research institution studying
freedom and human rights, released its 1996
survey results, finding 79 countries to be “free,”

59 “partly free,” and 53 “not free.” Countries in Asia,
including the Middle East, and Africa comprise the major-
ity of “not free” nations. Western Europe and the Ameri-
cas remained the strongholds of democracy.

NATONATONATONATONATO
 Russia, opposed to any eastward expansion of
NATO, is conducting a coordinated diplomatic
offensive against it. Its foreign minister, Yevgeny

Primakov, warns that such expansion would strengthen
Russian nationalists in undermining democracy there.
The 16 NATO foreign ministers will meet in July to decide
which nations to admit.

 Greek officials fear that absorbing former Soviet satel-
lites into NATO will rekindle the Cold War without
improving NATO’s military clout. They warn that a bitter
rivalry could develop over the Baltic States and Ukraine.
Greece also believes that NATO should address Russian
arms sales to Arab nations.

GermanyGermanyGermanyGermanyGermany
Chancellor Helmut Kohl sent a congratulatory
letter to Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu and
Palestinian President Arafat, describing the

Hebron accord as an important step that could spark the
pursuit of peace in the Middle East. Foreign Minister
Klaus Kinkel added, “The [German] government will do
all it can, through bilateral measures . . . within the
framework of the EU, to contribute to the success of the
peace process.”

Red TideRed TideRed TideRed TideRed Tide
An outbreak of red tide has already killed more
than 1.5 million fish along 2/3 of the Texas Gulf
Coast. Red tides result from a growth spurt of

single-cell algae that bear a neurotoxin that paralyzes a
fish’s ability to breathe. Fishermen report that affected
fish swim crazily, sideways or upside down. Oysters and
mollusks collect toxin in amounts that can harm humans.

Rel ig ionRel ig ionRel ig ionRel ig ionRel ig ion
Chicago Presbyterian Church officials voted
overwhelmingly on January 14 against an amend-
ment that would have required fidelity and mar-

riage for all church officers, including ministers and
elders. Last July the Presbyterian Church USA approved
a policy allowing ordination of gays, but only if they
remain celibate. The policy also bars ordained unmarried
heterosexuals from having sex.
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continued from page 6

THE THIRD
COMMANDMENT

Edgar Guest wrote this poem, Your Name,
that illustrates our responsibility toward

bearing God’s name:

You got it from your father. ‘Twas the best
he had to give.

And right gladly he bestowed it. It’s yours
the while you live.

You may lose the watch he gave you—and
another you may claim,

But remember, when you’re tempted, to be
careful of his name.

It was fair the day you got it, and a worthy
name to bear.

When he took it from his father, there was
no dishonor there;

Through the years he proudly wore it, to his
father he was true,

And that name was clean and spotless when
he passed it on to you.

Oh, there’s much that he has given that he
values not at all.

He has watched you break your playthings
in the days when you were small.

You have lost the knife he gave you and
you’ve scattered many a game,

But you’ll never hurt your father if you’re
careful with his name.

It is yours to wear forever, yours to wear the
while you live.

Yours, perhaps, some distant morning, to
another boy to give.

And you’ll smile as did your father—with a
smile that all can share,

If a clean name and a good name you are
giving him to wear.

Would anyone want to live forever with a demon’s quality
of life? True eternal life is the life of God. To possess it
means experiencing now some of its splendor because it is
being lived and producing its glorious fruits.

Psalm 9:10 adds, “And those who know Your name will
put their trust in You; for You, LORD, have not forsaken
those who seek You.” Those living by faith do not trust in
what He is called, for that would be mere superstition.
Their faith is in what He is, His character and nature,
which they have experienced by seeking to live His way.

Bearing God’s NameBearing God’s NameBearing God’s NameBearing God’s NameBearing God’s Name
Considering the great emphasis the Bible puts on
God’s name, Matthew 28:19-20 has wondrous
yet sobering ramifications for us:

Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe
all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am
with you always, even to the end of the age.

The word “in” is better translated “into.” At baptism,
we are immersed into the name of the Father. We now bear
that name and all it implies! As sons of God, we bear our
Father’s name. “God” is our spiritual family name!

Are we living up to it? Are we “walking” as God would
walk were He living our lives so we do not tarnish the
reputation of His name? The third commandment con-
cerns the quality of our personal witness in everything that
name we bear represents, as it applies to a human.

Solomon writes, “A good name is to be chosen rather
than great riches, loving favor rather than silver and gold”
(Proverbs 22:1). A good name can be a person’s most
valuable asset. How many times does God give “for My
name’s sake” as the reason He acts? He was simply
preserving his reputation as God! Solomon later adds:

Two things I request of You (deprive me not before
I die): Remove falsehood and lies far from me; give
me neither poverty nor riches—feed me with the
food You prescribe for me; lest I be full and deny
You, and say, “Who is the LORD?” Or lest I be poor
and steal, and profane the name of my God.” (Prov-
erbs 30:7-9)

Isaiah 43:6-7, 10-12 gives a very interesting insight
into our responsibility regarding God’s name:

“I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ And to the
south, ‘Do not keep them back!’ Bring My sons from
afar, and My daughters from the ends of the earth—
everyone who is called by My name, whom I have
created for My glory; I have formed him, yes, I have
made him. . . . You are My witnesses,” says the LORD,
“and My servant whom I have chosen, that you may
know and believe Me, and understand that I am He.
Before Me there was no God formed, nor shall there
be after Me. I, even I, am the LORD, and besides Me
there is no savior. I have declared and saved, I have
proclaimed, and there was no foreign god among
you; therefore you are My witnesses,” says the LORD,
“that I am God.”

We who bear the name of God are witnesses that our
God is God. What do our lives declare about God? If we
who bear His name fail to live up to that name’s reputation,
we break the third commandment and profane the name of
God. We hallow or profane God’s name by our conduct,
no matter what member of our body errs. This command-
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Then those who feared the LORD spoke to one
another, and the LORD listened and heard them; so a
book of remembrance was written before Him for
those who fear the LORD and meditate on His name.
“They shall be Mine,” says the LORD of hosts, “on the
day that I make them My jewels. And I will spare
them as a man spares his own son who serves him.”

Philippians 4:8 instructs us to think on whatever is true,
noble, just, pure, lovely, of good report, virtuous or praise-
worthy. These are what God is in His entire existence. The
people of Malachi 3:16-17 meditated on His name so they
could imitate and praise Him and communicate these
things to each other. They looked for God’s good hand in
every area of their lives.

This commandment stands as a bulwark against idle
profanity, outright blasphemy, two-faced hypocrisy and
empty religiosity. Though these may escape the judgment
of men, God warns that He sees them and will not hold
such people guiltless. We can avoid this by living to build
the reputation of His great name.

David writes:

I will bless the LORD at all times; His praise shall
continually be in my mouth. My soul shall make its
boast in the LORD; the humble shall hear of it and be
glad. Oh, magnify the LORD with me, AND LET US

EXALT HIS NAME TOGETHER. (Psalm 34:1-3)

In Christian love,
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ment tests the quality of our witness. It changes hypocrisy
from merely “bearing false witness” to idolatry for which
God holds the offender guilty, for He sees what men may
miss in judgment.

No Need to Chase After a NameNo Need to Chase After a NameNo Need to Chase After a NameNo Need to Chase After a NameNo Need to Chase After a Name
Many people spend their lives chasing after a
name that will bring them honor or notoriety.
They want people to associate them with a
“name” university, a “name” team or a “name”

company. They want to wear clothing with a “name”
on its label, drive a “name” car or marry into a “name”
family. But the greatest name that anyone can possibly
bear has come to us unbidden. John writes, “Beloved, NOW

we are children of God” (I John 3:2), and he reminds us of
our privilege in bearing that name. Remember that to
whom God gives much He requires much.

Chrysostom (c. AD 347-407) instructed parents to give
children scriptural names. He told them to tell the child
stories about his namesake as he grew up to give him
something to live up to. Brethren, what an awesome name
God bids us to live up to!

Is this a paradox? We know that to “see” God we must
be like Him. Carnally, we think that to be like Him we must
first see Him! God says, “No!” If we saw Him in our flesh,
we would either satisfy our curiosity or be so over-
whelmed by His glorious perfection that we would give
up. God’s way is best. He has chosen to operate His
purposes for man by faith. “For we walk by faith, not by
sight” (II Corinthians 5:7). He reveals what He is by His
names and by the life of Jesus Christ. By faith we can
emulate Him through His Spirit.

Malachi 3:16-17 encourages us in these trying times:

shows that, at the end time, the na-
tions, families, languages and peoples
will still be distinct, not blended into
one. After Christ judges them, “all
nations shall come and worship be-
fore [Him]” (15:4).

At the end of the Millennium, Sa-
tan will deceive the nations of Gog
and Magog (20:8). If He desired,
Christ would have had a thousand
years to blend the nations together,
but He will not. These nations will
still be distinct by name at that time.
Even when the New Jerusalem and
the Father come down from heaven,
the twelve tribes of Israel will still be
intact (21:12), as will “the nations of
those who are saved” (verses 24-25).

The tree of life will be there, and its
leaves will aid the healing of the na-
tions (22:2). Apparently, God intends
to maintain distinct nations of people
throughout eternity!

All will be blessing and peace.
There will be no discrimination of
any kind, but we will be distinct indi-
viduals in the Family of God. Evi-
dently, ethnic/racial groups will still
be clearly distinguished. Race will be
in. Racism will be out.

What an incredible God! He per-
sonally created the races in Genesis
and despite all man’s doings, will
manage to preserve His creation into
His Kingdom with perfect peace and
harmony! No longer will any kind of
curse, or tears, crying, death or pain
exist (21:4; 22:3). THIS is what we can
look forward to if we will put aside
every kind of discrimination—wealth,
beauty, skin color, intellectualism or
social standing.

Would God—who personally cre-
ated the races for His pleasure, keep
them distinct through the Creation,
the Flood, the Tower of Babel, man’s
end-time rebellion, the Millennium
and into eternity, and only suspend
His program for the time of the New
Testament church? Why? It would
contradict His plan for all eternity!
As a parent, He does not love one
child above another, but enjoys each
one’s differences. He wishes to keep
His children distinct for His own pur-
poses.

Who are we to fight God’s pur-
pose? Will we even be there if we do?
Revelation 22:18-19 is a severe warn-
ing against fighting God’s plan shown
to us throughout His Word. Our job is
to conform our minds to His and ap-
ply that mind in our relations with
others now, putting God’s way of
love into action.

—Darryl Henson



BIBLE STUDY:
THE SECOND COMMANDMENT

                    

The basis of all idolatry is that self-centered, rebel-
lious human beings refuse to surrender themselves to
worship the true God as He commands. The people of
this world do not understand how to worship God
because they lack His Spirit. Without God’s help,
human nature tries to limit God to the confines of
physical objects that he understands. Men fabricate
images or representations to aid them in worshiping a
god that they themselves have concocted. These im-
ages are called idols, icons, symbols or objects of
devotion.

The first commandment expresses that it is a sin to
place a higher value on anything than what we place
on God. Building upon the foundation of the first
commandment, the second forbids the use of physical
“aids” in worshiping the invisible God. Such aids
include statues or paintings of “Jesus” or “Mary,”
nativity scenes, crucifixes, steeples, stained-glass pic-
tures of God or Christ and many other things. Living
in such a “visual” age, we need to be aware of such
common idols in the society around us.

1. Does the second commandment condemn art or
sculpture? Exodus 20:4-6; I Kings 6:23-29.
COMMENT: God does not condemn every picture or
image, but as the command states, “You shall not bow
down to them nor serve them.” It is the use of art or
sculpture in worship that God condemns. Solomon
had God’s blessing to build a Temple, where he
erected golden forms of two cherubim inside the Holy
of Holies. On the walls of the sanctuary were carved
figures of angels, trees and flowers, none of which
Israel worshiped.
2. Did God want to destroy the Israelites for their
idolatry? Exodus 32:2-10. Is it a shameful thing to
make and worship an idol? Isaiah 44:9-12.
COMMENT: The Israelites’ lack of faith while Moses
was on Mt. Sinai made them feel insecure. Moses was
gone less than 40 days when the Israelites fashioned a
calf of molded gold to substitute for the invisible
Creator God. In their own minds, they had reduced
God to something they could control and call upon
when convenient. Those who repented were ashamed
at what they had done.
3. Can a manmade image truthfully represent the
Eternal God? Isaiah 40:12-31. Is making and worship-
ing an idol foolishness and a lie? Isaiah 44:13-20;
Habakkuk 2:18-19.
COMMENT: For a son of God, worshiping idols is
irrational (Acts 17:29); to look to something physical as
important or more important than God defies all wis-
dom. The way the world looks to physical objects is
superstition (e.g., good luck charms, religious crosses,
shrines).
4. Can we make an idol of another individual or group?
I Corinthians 1:10-13; 2:5; 3:3-4, 20-21.
COMMENT: Dictionaries define an idol as “any object
of ardent or excessive devotion or admiration.” If we
obey the dictates of a person, church or some other
group contrary to the direct commands of God, we are
guilty of idolatry. The individual or group becomes
the idol, replacing God.

5. Does idolatry have an impact on later generations?
Deuteronomy 5:9. Does it matter if we associate
closely with idolaters? I Corinthians 5:11; II
Corinthians 6:14-18; I John 5:21.
COMMENT: Children learn by example, and if their
parents set the example that physical objects have
excessive importance, then their children will pass
down the same values. When we socialize with idola-
ters, we share in their ways. If we are not careful, we
may also begin to share their idols.
6. Is covetousness idolatry? Ephesians 5:5; Colossians
3:5.
COMMENT: Covetousness is a strong desire for, and a
seeking after, material things that become objects of our
worship if we hold them as more important than God.
Someone else’s house or car can be an idol if we covet
them. This attitude is identified with idolatry because it
replaces God with self-interest and visible things.
7. Does God want us to worship Him directly—not
through an idol? Romans 1:22-23. To what do we
sacrifice when we set up an idol? I Corinthians 8:4-5;
10:19-21. Does God want us to worship Him humbly
rather than the way the world worships idols? Isaiah
66:1-3; 57:15.
COMMENT: It is degrading to worship an idol. Con-
versely, God calls us into His own spiritual presence
to worship Him directly. Whenever we stop short of
our face-to-face relationship and worship of our Sov-
ereign God by placing a visible entity before Him, we
break the second commandment. God looks to those
who worship Him in humility and respectful fear and
despises those who choose their own ways.
8. Is idolatry a work of the flesh? Galatians 5:19-21.
What is the fate of idolaters? I Corinthians 6:9-10;
Revelation 21:8; 22:15.
COMMENT: Every one of these sins has idolatry as its
base because it is rebellion against God and is valued
as more important than God. Idolaters will not inherit
the Kingdom of God and will be cast into the Lake of
Fire unless they repent.


