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PERSONAL » fromJohnW.Ritenbaugh

Be There Next Year

Paul writesin Romans 5:12-14:

Therefore, just as through one man sin
entered the world, and death through sin,
and thus death spread to all men, because
all sinned—(For until thelaw sinwasinthe
world, but sinisnot imputed when thereis
no law. Nevertheless death reigned from
Adam to Moses, even over those who had
not sinned according to the likeness of the
transgression of Adam, who is a type of
Him who was to come. . . .

In one broad stroke, Paul provides a major
reason why this world is the way it is. Death
reigns, and mankind, inbondageto Satanand this
world, iscut off from God. Sin, introduced tothe
world by Adam and Eve and practiced by all
mankind since, isthe cause. Wemust not excuse
ourselves by saying we havejust been caught up
in the effect of others’ sins, but we must admit
that we have kept sin’s flame burning.

Occasionally, | have stated that the relation-
ship with God, established by our justification
through Christ’ ssacrifice, issalvation. Thisisa

The Only Matrix for Salvation

What we must do is to take advantage of our
access to God, through which we have arela-
tionship with Him, while at the same time
diligently seeking Him. Both of the generali-
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generalization because a number of specific
elements are required for salvation, but it is
essentially true since that relationship provides
the means for receiving the spiritual strength to
fight the battles of faith and to overcome and
grow. Through thisrelationship, we are able to
leave Babylon and bring glory to God.

Unbeknownst to us until God’s calling and
conversion, Babylon occupied our time and at-
tention. It is exceedingly attractive to human
nature because it has been created by Satan; it
draws like a magnet. In one sense, it is all we
knew since birth, and we willingly gave our-
selvesovertoit, allowingit to shape our attitudes
and character.

The members of God's church have just
returned from another Feast of Tabernacles.
Though the Feast is usually awearying expe-
rience, we usually return spiritually ener-
gized. Asthe Feast ends, we have high hopes
and resolve to give ourselves zealously to
overcoming. To accomplish this, we must pur-
sueasecond general principle, whichwill simul-
taneously ensure that we are present at next
year's Feast.

ties mentioned so far are true statements
because the relationship we have with God
provides the only matrix for salvation. A
matrix is an environment in which athing is
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developed. An almost perfect synonym for a
matrix is “womb.” |f we have no access to God,
there can be no relationship with Him, who isthe
source of everything needed for salvation. Our
relationshipwith Godisthespiritual wombinwhich
we are being created to become like Him and share
inHisglory.

A simple word picture can illustrate this truth.
When God created Adam and Eve, He placed them
intheenvironment He had designed to enhancetheir
further spiritual development, the Garden of Eden.
In the Garden were the Two Trees. In this environ-
ment, Adam and Eve were to have a relationship
with God, aided by the Tree of Life, of which they
wereinvited to partake freely. Instead, under temp-
tation, they took of theforbidden Tree of the Knowl-
edge of Good and Evil and were expelled from the
Garden. Therelationship ended.

An angel with a flaming sword was placed to
guard the entranceto the Garden, so that there could
beno doubt that therel ationship with God had ended.
To emphasizethisfact, the Bibleisclear that Adam
and Eve died without being readmitted. Without
access to God and the Tree of Life, their spiritual
development cameto acrashing halt. Adamand Eve
represented all of mankind, and God judged that all
who followed would endlessly repeat what they had
done, even though they would not sin in exactly the
same way.

His judgment was, of course, correct. “All have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans
3:23). Thus, all have been cut off from God through
sin. Knowing that all of Adam and Eve's progeny
would sin, God provided a means by which they
couldreestablisharelationshipwith Him, eventhough
theenvironment for therel ationshipwould not bethe
Garden of Eden.

What, then, is our present position? Since the
Garden of Eden nolonger exists, but we nonethel ess

Moving Beyond Justification

We are commanded to live by faith, to come out of
Babylon, and to chooselife. We cannot stay neutral
in this issue. We either seek God fervently or
possibly diethe second death. The meansof opening
this choice to us is the sacrifice of Jesus Christ.
Romans5:1-2, 8 proclaims:

Therefore, having been justified by faith, we
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, through whom also we have access by
faith into this grace in which we stand, and
rejoicein hopeof theglory of God. ... But God

have access to God, we spiritually stand at a cross-
roads, which forces us to choose the direction of
our lives. Infact, it requirestwo clear-cut choices
that we may have to repeat a number of times
during our conversion dueto theinconsistency of our
character.

The first choice is obvious: We must choose
whether we will go in the direction of God' sway or
continue in the ways of the world. Deuteronomy
30:19 proposesthisclearly: “I call heaven and earth
as witnesses today against you, that | have set
before you life and death, blessing and cursing;
thereforechooselife, that both you and your descen-
dantsmay live.” Thisisvirtually an exact copy of the
choice God set before Adam and Eve in the Two
Trees.

The second choiceiswhether wewill develop the
relationship with God zealously or merely casually.
Here are the alternatives:

« Tomakelittleor no effort and likely become
swept away and reabsorbed into the world and
the ways we know so well and feel comfort-
ablewith, or

* To strive against the natural flow of this
world andthecurrent of our carnal inclinations,
seeking resol utely and consistently to strengthen
the relationship that God opened to us.

The latter is truly seeking God. It isnot amatter
of lookingfor God asif tofind Him, but endeavoring
to be like Him. The apostle Paul illustrates his
example in | Corinthians 9:26-27: “Therefore |
runthus: not with uncertainty. Thusl fight: not as
one who beats the air. But | discipline my body
and bring it into subjection, lest, when | have
preached to others, | myself should become dis-
qualified.”

demonstrates His own love toward us, in
that while we were still sinners, Christ died
for us.

Thus, we now have access to the Father and the
Tree of Life, and we have a relationship to build
upon, which gives us every opportunity to go on to
everlasting life. God has willed, though, that our
development into Hisimage must take place within
thisworld.

Part of God'’s solution clears us of guilt for past
sins, the act known asjustification. Justification by
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faithin Christ’ sbloodisonly apartial solutiontothe
salvation issue and to coming out of Babylon be-
cause it changes neither the nature nor the character
that arethefoundational reasonsjustificationthrough
Christ’s blood is necessary. It does clear one of
indebtedness dueto sin, and that in itself isamajor
blessing, an enormous gift.

By itself, it does not change the behavior that is
responsible for us being indebted in the first place.
Y et, it does open the door to that change, which is
why Romans 5:10 says, “We shall be saved by His
life.” Help for us to change is available because
Christisour living High Priest. Help for usto come
out of Babylon and to be at next year’'s Feast is
available because He is alive to assist us.

Notice that verse 2 says, “. . . we have access by
faithintothisgracewhereinwestand, andrejoicein
the hope of theglory of God.” Having accessto God
should lead to everlasting life. Most assuredly it
can, but only if we make the effort to fulfill our part
of the New Covenant.

Seeking God in Babylon

Godisnotinthebusinessof saving peoplejust for the
sake of saving them. He is saving humanity and
creating Hischaracter inthem. Our responsibility in
this process of becoming one with God is to seek
Him with all our heart.

The prophet Amos cries out to the I sraelites of
his day, “ Seek the Lorp and live” (Amos 5:6), and
inverse14, heproclaims, “ Seek good and not evil,
that you may live.” In Jeremiah 29:12-13, God
prophesiesto Israel in atime of desperatetrouble:
“Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to
Me, and | will listentoyou. Andyouwill seek Me
and find Me, when you search for Me with all your
heart.”

Seeking God is accomplished by means of com-
bining basic elements: frequent daily prayer, Bible
study, meditating on the practical applications, occa-
sional fasting, and perhapsaboveall, applying what
welearnin humble, submissive obedience. Humbly
and faithfully doing these will work to convert us
from conforming tothisworldto conformingto God
and His way, but doing them takes sacrifice to
accomplish (see Romans 12:1-2). The process of
sanctificationisgreatly supported, indeed driven, by
gratitude for the gifts already given, the hope of
promises fulfilled, and the desire to please and
glorify God.

In the light of these things, the appealing but
dangerousallurementsof Babylon and L aodiceanism
become seen for what they are. They are an ever-
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Hebrews5:14-6:1 adds clarity to thefact that we
must move on from justification:

But solid food belongsto those who are of full
age, that is, those who by reason of use have
their sensesexercised to discern both good and
evil. Therefore, leaving the discussion of the
elementary principlesof Christ, let usgoonto
perfection, not laying again the foundation of
repentance from dead works and of faith to-
ward God.

These verses clearly state that one must go on
from a beginning to full maturity and the ability to
discern good and evil. The step that followsjusti-
fication the Bible calls sanctification, during
which the Christian, by means of hisrelationship
with God, goes on to “perfection.” Zealously fol-
lowing throughin thisprocesswill bring aperson to
this state. The zeal is an element the Christian must

supply.

present reality attracting and diverting our attention
from seeking first the Kingdom of God and His
righteousness (Matthew 6:33). Because of God's
calling, our prioritiesinlife have changed.

In a striking word picture, Revelation 17:2 de-
scribes the effect of people's relationship with
Babylon: “. . . with whom the kings of the earth
committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the
earth were made drunk with the wine of her
fornication.” Those caught upin Babylon become
spiritually drunk, aresult of imbibing its way of
life.

Wine has significant spiritual meaning. Prov-
erbs 20:1 says, “Wineisamocker,” meaning that
itinitially hasapleasant, lifting, energizing effect,
but it is a deception. Its secondary effect is
depressive, ensnaring those who allow them-
selves too much. In other words, it makes one
drunk. The mind of a person under its influence
becomesdizzy, fuzzy, and unfocused; his percep-
tion of reality becomes distorted and uncertain.
His body staggers under the effect of the drug; it
does not react as the drinker commandsiit to act.
At the sametime, heislured into thinking that he
actually has greater powers than he had before
becoming influenced. The reality is that he has
lost control and become dangerousto himself and
others.

“Wine” inthisillustration is Babylon’ sway of
life, and “fornication” figuratively portraysfaith-
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lessness, such as one would experience within a
covenant relationship like amarriage. In Revela-
tion 18:3, God adds “wrath” to the “wine of her

Spiritual Drunkenness

Hosea 4:11-12 declares: “Harlotry, wine, and new
wine enslavethe heart. My people ask counsel from
their woodenidols, and their staff informsthem. For
the spirit of harlotry has caused them to stray, and
they have played the harlot against their God.” A
major key to understanding the application of both
Hosea and Amosto us is that both prophets proph-
esied in Israel, the ten northern tribes, in an era
similar to that in which we live, that is, in a last
generation beforeamajor national calamity. Intheir
case, it wasjust beforethe people of Israel fell tothe
invading Assyrian armies, wereremoved fromtheir
homeland, and scattered to the four winds, never to
return.

Historical recordsand archeol ogical findingsshow
that | srael was quite prosperous at the time, amajor
power intheworld. Simultaneously, the nation was
morally rotten to the core, and social injustice was
the order of the day throughout theland. The I srael -
itesof that timewereliterally getting drunk, asAmos
reports them drinking wine by the bowlful (Amos
6:6). Yet a far more spiritual drunkenness guided
their conduct. In addition, they practiced the ritual
harlotry of the pagan religions they had adopted.

However, the lesson for us is spiritual. God is
saying that at theend time, it will be asif ademonic
power has seized the nation, destroying loyalty to
God in aspiritual drunken frenzy, during which the
peoplewill think themselvestotally in control.

Even as drugs destroy a person’'s capacity to
think clearly, break down resistanceto evil, and so
becloud the mind that he becomes morally stupid,
so does the spiritual drunkenness that results
from a person allowing himself to drink in this
world’s ways. Escape into the fantasies of this
world’'s attitudes and conduct deprives a person
of his understanding, removes inhibitions, inspires

Laodiceanism and a Divided Heart

This connects with the curse of Laodiceanism be-
cause God shows in them what can happen spiritu-
ally as people increase materially. Because such
peoplearedrunk throughriches' deceptive promise,
their judgmentisindanger of beingradically altered.
ThelLaodiceanevaluateshimself, saying, “1 amrich,

fornication,” including the penaltiesthat descend on
its hapless victims as they practice sins of unfaith-
fulness to God.

false confidence—even bravado, plays havoc with
modesty and restraint, and destroys loyalty within
relationships.

The prophet writesin Hosea 10:1-2:

Israel empties his vine [is an empty vine,
KJV]; he brings forth fruit for himself. Ac-
cording to the multitude of his fruit he has
increased the altars; according to the bounty of
his land they have embellished his sacred pil-
lars. Their heart is divided; now they are held
guilty. Hewill break down their altars; Hewill
ruin their sacred pillars.

Hosea exposes the problem between God and
Israel. He describes I srael as aluxuriant grape vine
sending runnersinevery direction, indicating aboun-
tiful crop. Itindeed producesgreat material prosper-
ity, butitisconsumed through self-indulgent gorging.
Thisis God’ sway of showing that Israel abused its
prosperity: It used its prosperity for the purposes of
idolatry. Its prosperity played apart in corrupting
the Israelites’ hearts, which is why Hosea men-
tionsthedivided or disloyal heartincontext withits
bountiful fruit.

A large part of thisworld’ s appeal isits offer of
financial security. However, God shows thereis a
possible harmful, secondary effect: As people be-
come financially secure, their attention is diverted
from His purposeto vain and unimportant things. In
other words, prosperity turns people’ sheads. There
isno doubt that prosperity isgood, but unlessoneis
properly focused and disciplined, it can also be a
demanding master because of its power to distract
oneintoidolatry. Recall God’ sprophecy in Deuter-
onomy 32:15, predicting that when | srael prospered,
then it would rebel.

have become wealthy, and have need of nothing”
(Revelation 3:17).

He is deceived into thinking that his material
prosperity proves that God approves of his conduct
and attitudes. His overall conduct may not be too

(continued on page 16)
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READY ANSWER

“Be Ready Always To Give An Answer” — | Peter 3:15 (KJV)

“Go to the ant, you sluggard!”

a man called
Tamerlane rose from the breeding ground of
conquerors, Central Asia. He had many titles,
including Conqgueror of the Earth and L ord of the
Sun. He swept across Asiaand Europe, conguer-
ing, raping, pillaging, and erecting huge mounds
of human skulls to mark his passage.

Nevertheless, early in his rise to power, he
was routed in battle by a powerful enemy.
Tamerlanehimself lay hiddeninadeserted build-
ing whilethe enemy searched for him. Ashehid,
dejected and desperate to escape, he noticed an
ant carrying a kernel of corn. He watched this
ant try to carry the grain, which was much larger
than herself, up and over awall. Repeatedly, the
weight proved too much, and the ant fell back.
Undeterred, the ant would load up and begin her
climb all over again.

Tamerlane began to count the attempts. Sixty-
nine times the little ant fell back. On the seven-
tieth try, she was able to push the piece of corn
over the top. Tamerlane was so inspired by this
display of perseverance that he was able to
regroup hisarmy and put the enemy to flight. So
the story goes.

Another story tellsasimilar tale, thoughin a
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Tamerlane’s Ant

negative vein: Once upon atime, there were four
men named Everybody, Somebody, Anybody, and
Nobody. Animportant job needed to be done, and
Everybody wasaskedtodoit. But Everybody was
sure that Somebody would do it. Anybody could
have done it, but Nobody did it. Somebody got
angry about it, because it was Everybody’s job.
Everybody thought that Anybody coulddoit, and
Nobody realized that Everybody wouldn't doit. It
ended up that Everybody blamed Somebody, and
Nobody didthejobthat Anybody could havedone
in thefirst place.

What is the point of these two stories? We can
begin to answer this question in Proverbs 6:6-8:
“Go to the ant, you sluggard! Consider her ways
and bewise, which, having no captain, overseer or
ruler, provides her supplies in the summer, and
gathers her food in the harvest.”

Tamerlane watched that ant struggleto carry a
kernel of corn over a wall and came away so
inspired that he went on to conquer much of the
known world! Could Everybody, Somebody, Any-
body, and Nobody have used someinspiration from
the ant? Apparently so. A job that Anybody could
have done was ignored by Everybody, causing
Nobody to do thejob, and Somebody got blamed!
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“Go to the ant, you sluggard!”

Initiative
and

these four Bodies lacked, was initia-
tive, “the power or ability to begin or
follow through on a plan or task.” A
personwith enterpriseand determina
tionissaid to haveinitiative. Roget’s
Thesaurus describes it as “an eager-
ness to do something.” Some syn-
onyms are “ambition,” “drive,”
“dynamism,” “energy,” “get-up-and-
go,” “gumption,” “i

inventiveness,”
“leadership,” “resourcefulness,” and
“vigor.”

Do any of these words describe
us? Should they? Do any of them
describe Christ? Of course they do!
Christ’ sambitionisto haveusinthe
God Family. He has drive, dyna-
mism, energy, leadership, and so on.
How about other influences in our
lives, such as Herbert Armstrong?
Not asingle person, in or out of the
church, would disagree that Herbert
Armstrong personifiedinitiative.

So, again, do any of these words
describe us? Should they? Yes, in-
deed. Is our ambition to be in the
Kingdom of God?Will it takedrive,
dynamism, and energy to pray, to
study, to fast, to do all the things a
Christian must doto grow in charac-
ter and in hisrelationship with God?
The answer to these questions is,
again, yes.

cooler. They make a career out of
keeping themselves from work, and
commandeering anyone they can to
listen to them.

The book of Proverbs is full of
similar verses, exhorting us to work

in mind that initiative is “an eager-
ness to do something,” and some of
itssynonymsare“ambition,” “drive,”
“dynamism,” “energy,” “inventive-
ness,” “leadership,” and“resourceful-

ness.” We should examine our lives

“The plans of the diligent
lead surely to plenty,
but those of everyone who is hasty,
surely to poverty.”

hard andto avoidlaziness. However,
our work isto be focused; we are to
work intelligently. Proverbs21:5sup-
ports this point: “The plans of the
diligent lead surely to plenty, but
thoseof everyonewhoishasty, surely
to poverty.” Recall that one defini-
tion of initiative is an “eagerness to
do something.” Yet, it is important
that this “something” be part of an
overall plan. Inother words, thehole
oneisdigging should haveapurpose,
and we should know what it is.
Russian novelist Fyodor Dosto-
evsky once wrote that one could
utterly crush a man by giving him
work of acompletely senseless, irra-
tional nature. Thus, whether it is
pushing a wheelbarrow or studying
for a degree, we should have a
good idea what the point of our

“In all labor there is profit,
but idle chatter
leads only to poverty.”

What about success on a physical
level, in our jobs and marriages?
Initiative is needful here aswell. In
just about every human endeavor,
initiative is necessary in being suc-
cessful and reaching one’'s goals.

InProverbs14:23, Solomonwarns
“In all labor thereis profit, but idle
chatter leads only to poverty.” We
have all known coworkers like this,
who spend too much time in the
break room or around the water

work is. Some of the synonymsfor
initiativeinclude"inventiveness’ and
“resourcefulness,” whichfitinwell
with Solomon’smaxim, “ The plans
of thediligentlead surely toplenty.”

The Life of Ants

the concept of
initiative by using the example of
ants. While we review some of the
habits of these insects, please keep

to see if we can add any of these
traits, or if we already have them, to
improveonthem. It makesno differ-
enceif our job istemporary laborer
or Bank President, student or house-
wife—we need to show initiative.

Ants, being insects, havesix legs,
and each leg has three joints. They
can run very quickly for their size.
Ants are also quite strong, lifting
twenty times their body weight. An
ant’ s brain has about 250,000 brain
cells, while a human brain has 10
millioncellsor forty timesmore. For
itssize, an ant packsafair amount of
brain power.

An ant’s average life expectancy
is45-60 days. It hasantennae, which
it uses, not only for touching, but also
for smelling. It has two stomachs:
Oneholdsthefood for itself, and the
second stomach holds food to be
shared with other ants.

There are many thousands of dif-
ferent ant species, and many types
of ant mounds. Some species build
simple mounds out of dirt or sand,
while others use small sticks mixed
with dirt to make a stronger mound.
Western Harvester ants make a
small mound on top, but then tunnel
15 feet straight down!

Ant moundsconsist of many cham-
bersconnected by tunnels. Different
chambers are used for nurseries,
food storage, and evenresting places
for the worker ants. A single ant
colony canincludeover fivemillion
members. Each ant colony has at
least one gueen, as well as sterile
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female workers and males.

The solejob of the queenistolay
eggs, which the worker ants look
after. Sheisabusy queen, laying up
to two million eggs a month. She
needs to mate only oncein her life-
timeto beableto produceeggsfor at
least 15 years!

Worker ants ook for food, look
after theyoung, and defend the nest.
If aworker ant finds a good source
of food, it leaves atrail of scent so
that the other antsin the colony can
find the food as well. At night, the
worker ants move the eggs and lar-
vae deep into the nest to protect
them from the cold. During the day,
they move them back to the top of
the nest so they can be warmer.
Unbeknownst to many, antsarevery
clean and tidy. Some worker ants
are tasked with taking out the trash
to special dumpsoutsidethe colony.

For any of us men who need a
littlehumbling—probably all of us—
dwell on this: Male ants serve only
one purpose, to mate with future
gueen ants. Once they have carried
out this purpose, they do not live
very long.

Solomon advises, “ Consider [the
ant’ s] ways, and bewise.” What can
welearn from thisbrief overview of
an ant’slife?

Lessons to Learn

has a
“queen,” sheis more of an egg fac-
tory than aruler. Antsdo not have a
leader, yet God designed them to be
efficientand organized. Unlikeants,
human beings need leadership, but
wecan usetheir exampleindevel op-
inginitiative.

Ants have asort of language with
which they communicate with one
another, and each colony member
has a task. No ants are hanging out
at the entrance to a cubicle, coffee
cup in hand, keeping another from
her work with along-winded story.
No ants are complaining that the
“loading dock is no place for some-
one with my talent.” Each ant has a
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“Be Ready Always To Give An Answer” — | Peter 3:15 (KJV)

job, and she does it. Individual ants
see the tasks that need to be done,
and they do them without being told.
For anyone who runs a business or
managesothers, thisisasimply stun-
ning concept.

Ants carry on complex social or-
ganizations, building projects, and
communications, all without |eader-
ship! They can do this, perhaps, be-
causethey arenot out for themsel ves.
Each ant is concerned only with the
health and well-being of the colony.
Most of us have probably kicked an
ant mound and watched the thou-
sands, if not millions, of antsrush out
to defend the colony. Did we ever
see any ants running the other way,
trying to save their own lives? Of
course not. Their innate focusis on
serving the colony and maintaining
its welfare.

anything productive, it is cause for
celebration!

We have probably all spent long
periodswatching ants go about their
work, anditisasurebet that we have
never seen alazy one. Arethere any
road-worker ants? That is, five ants
watching one ant with a shovel ? Of
coursenot. No onetold Tamerlane’s
ant to carry the grain of corn back to
the colony. Most likely, the colony
needed food, and the job of this par-
ticular ant was to forage for it. The
ideaof not doing her job wasaliento
this ant.

How we apply these examples to
our own livesis up to us. However,
the thought of not praying or study-
ing each day should be alien to us.
The possibility of us not doing our
tasks well should never cross our
minds, nor the minds of our employ-

“Do you see a man
who excels in his work?
He will stand before kings.”

Too many times, in human soci-
ety, when someone showsinitiative,
heisshot down. Yearsago, | wasin
arental store to pick up a piece of
equipment, and in line ahead of me
were two county employees, a su-
pervisor and a new employee. The
clerk brought around the pressure
washer they had rented, and the new
guy started to walk off with it. His
boss said, very sharply, “What do
you think you're doing?’ The new
man replied he was just going to put
it in the truck. The supervisor said,
“You just slow down! We have all
day todothisjob.” Inother words, if
they finished early, they would be
assigned more work to do, and they
could not have that!

Ants do not have these problems.
They do not become jealous or sus-
pect themotivesof others—they just
do their jobs. For many Americans,
the very fact that they show up for
work, intheir minds, entitles them
to a paycheck. If they actually do

ers. Whatever gifts God has given
us, we should be eager to use them.
Whatever our position in life, we
should have ambition, drive, dyna-
mism, energy, get-up-and-go, inven-
tiveness, leadership, and resource-
fulness. Inshort, initiative.

Jesus tells us in Matthew 6:33,
“Seek first the kingdom of God.”
“Seek first” implies effort, striving
towards a goal. It supposes a plan
andaset of priorities. Inaddition, itis
adirectivetousindividually fromour
Lord and Master. No one else will
do our job for us! We will not ride
the coattails of anyone into God's
Kingdom.

Finally, in Proverbs 22:29, God
tells us through Solomon, “Do you
see a man who excels in his work
[who showsinitiative] ?Hewill stand
before kings.” Will we alow the
example of an ant to show us the
way to initiative and the rewards it
can bring?

—Mike Ford
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“Thetime has come,” the Walrus said,
“To speak of many things:

Of gold—and oil—and souls of men—
Of frankincense—and slaves—
And why the faith of men is not—
And whether folk are knaves.”

Adapted by Charles Lutwidge Dodgson
from Through the Looking Glass

art Three of this series focused on some of the

steps economists have urged governments to
take to resolve the crisis in national pension pro-
grams. The principal cause of this crisisis an in-
creasingly unmanageabl edisparity betweenthevast
number of Baby Boomers retiring in the next few
years and the relatively small number of young
peoplereplacing themintheworkplace. Thisgap in
the numbers of workers and retireesis the result of
steadily decreasing fertility rates during the last
thirty years.

Moreover, this gap is not just academic, but one
that threatens the viability of the modern welfare
state, since it is young workers who, through their
taxes, foot the bill for most entitlement programs.
Commonly proposed economic sol utionsto the prob-
lem miss the mark because they aim at fixing
symptoms, not causes. The solutions do nothing
to reverse the widespread low fertility rates re-
sponsiblefor today’ spensionimbroglio.

Thisfinal articlewill look at yet another solution
to problems caused by sub-replacement fertility
rates. Thisisaradical technological solutionfraught
with dangers for everyone.

Progress and Choice:

Babylon’s Worldview

Have you ever wondered what is really behind the
seemingly inordinate interest in genome mapping,
genetic engineering, stem-cell research, and related

The Zeltgels

Soup

Part Four:

matters? They get a lot of press today.
Biotechnologists, in their rare moments of candor
and honesty—when they are not issuing wild prom-
isesto cure everyone of everything—talk about the
potential to generate millions of dollars over the
years through stem-cell research. In speaking of
dollars, they are hitting the nail onitshead. Profitis
the reason biotechnology firms are so interested in
garnering research funding.

In 2004, they conned Californiavotersinto fund-
ing stem-cell research to the tune of $3 billion,
promising that these selfsame voters would be the
ultimate beneficiaries through better health. V oters
in New York, Maryland, and Connecticut—blue
(liberal) statesall—areal so considering coughing up
cold cash in support of stem-cell research.! Why
would biotech firms and governments be willing to
invest multiple billionsfor mere millionsin return?
This is not a sensible return-on-investment. Entre-
preneurial math does not work that way.

Infact, biotech firms are chasing atrillion dollar
market. To grasp that fact, we need to understand
how they see the world. What is their worldview?

Theleaders of this present, evil world (Galatians
1:4) are not blind to the numbers behind the new
demography. They are greatly aware of the irrefut-
abletrendlinesshowingfallingfertility ratesin mod-
ern nations. Further, they believe that the driving
forcesbehind these lower ratesareimplicitly, prob-
ably inextricably, builtinto our urbanized, industrial -
ized culture. They have cometo look at that culture
much as they look at physical life: as the result of
mindless, unrelenting evolutionyieldingincreasingly
better results. They conclude that industrialization
(and al that comeswith it) isnatural, is permanent,
and will unstoppably march around the world. So
falling trendlines do not represent temporary dipsin
fertility, but along-term dive. They will continueto
fall, yielding compounding results, as long as the
culturesof theplanet are configured around industri-
alization.

Tostateitabit differently: Barring ameteorologi-
cal or seismic catastrophe, the elite movers and
shakers of East and West hold that the causes of
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st of Suicide

Tureen of Trouble

lower fertility rates—industrialization, urbanization,
consumerist capitalism, secularism,? self-determi-
nation (democracy), and technology—are part of
modernity. Hence, they concludethat thedownward
trend in birthrates is both irreversible and perma-
nent. In other words, modern society islocked on a
course toward its own self-destruction.

This is the paradox built into the evolutionary
worldview.

Supporting this worldview are two deeply Ma-
sonic doctrines that have lain at the heart of the
Western zeitgeist since at |east the Enlightenment:
progress and individualism. Albert Pike's® state-
ment, “Progress is the normal condition of man,”
encapsulates the approach moderns take toward
society. Giuseppe Mazzini, anineteenth-century Ital-
ian patriot, offers the same sentiment: “The moral
law of the universe is progress.” An American
author of the samecentury, William Simms, concurs:
“The true law of the race is progress and develop-
ment.” Both Mazzini and Simms connect progress
with law, even moral law—as if progress were the
eleventh commandment.

Progress has led inescapably to the second great
Masonic doctrine,* the elevation of the individual
over God, family, and community. Thisidea, exalta-
tion of self over everything, isbest stated by Francis
Monfort, an American preacher: “ Thegreat political
controversy of the ages has reached its end in the
recognition of theindividual.” The controversy was
infactasmuch social aspolitical, involving themost
important and inti mate decisions people make.

The Reign of Choice

Once, aperson’s family, driven by cultural norms,
made his decisions. A young woman'’s parents, for
instance, chose her lifelong mate. Shehadlittleor no
choice. Culture mandated that her “vocation” be
homemaking, full stop. Her husband’ schoiceswere
also heavily circumscribed and conditioned by cul -
ture: His marriage was arranged and more often
than not, hiswork wasthat of hisfather. How many
small businessescalled” Smith& Sons” haveexisted
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over the centuries? In societies characterized by
caste and class, even clothing, lifestyle, and resi-
dence were not a matter of individual choice.

Today, that has all changed in the Western and
Westernizing worlds. Rareisthe son who entershis
father’s line of work. Arranged marriage is a cul-
tural artifact practiced only inthemost traditional of
societies. Secular humanism has exalted choice:
choice of vocation, of mate, of lifestyle, of resi-
dence.

Inthe context of the present discussion, individu-
alism meansthe“val orization of choiceinreproduc-
tive matters.”® If a couple (yes, it still takes two
peopleto makeachild!) determinesto sex-select, so
as to control the gender of their unborn child, that
decision isamatter of choice, protected almost asa
sacrosanct “right.”® In our world where tolerance
andmoral relativism are norms, the couple’ spref-
erence is considered neutral—neither right nor
wrong. If another couple wishes to use contracep-
tives, even post-coital ones (that is, the “morning
after” pill), this decision too isamatter of private
prerogative. If yet another couple (or a woman
acting alone, even an underage one) desiresto abort
achild, thedoctrineof free choicedictatesthat there
be no hindrance.

Finally, if a couple determines not to have chil-
dren, who has the authority to question their deci-
sion? Isit not a private matter, outside the purview
of morality, and hence not subject to public debate?
Who dares point out God’s authoritative command
that the man and woman multiply (Genesis 1:28)7?
God, the progressive individualist claims, was cer-
tainly not justified in slaying Onan for refusing to
reproduce, as Genesis 38:8-10 testifies He did.

It is by no means apparent to the builders of our
civilization that society should—or even can—
qguestion the values of progress and individualism.
Y et, their predilections for those dual values leave
themwith aconundrum. If pro-family and pro-natal
policiesfly intheface of evolution and theeminence
of freechoice, how will civilization avert dissol ution
from mass (albeit gradual) suicide? Put differently:
If God’ steaching that reproduction isapositive good
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violates the sensibilities of today’s elite, how are
they to ensure a steady output of young workers to
support their crowning creation, the industrialized-
secularized-consumerist, cradle-to-grave welfare
state?

Technology to the Rescue

Toresolvethisproblem, today’ s policymakers|ook
to technology. This is where biotechnology enters
the picture. If the problem istoo few young workers
to sustain the welfare state, the solution is to make
babies. It is precisely in this “solution” that the
biotech firms' enormous return-on-investment lies.
That iswhy they are spending billions of dollarson
genetic and stem-cell research. They areresponding
to the call of avery lucrative market indeed, poten-
tially atrillion-dollar baby business. If coupleswill
not producechildrenwhowill grow upto beworkers
supporting thewelfare col ossus, baby factorieswill.

Technology is not quite there yet. However, the
gap between wishing and implementation is fast
closing. For example, the well-intentioned fight
(mounted by the March-of-Dimes folk) to save the
lives of premature children has led to the develop-
ment, at least in prototype, of an artificial womb.” It
will probably berolled out for use before the end of
this decade.® Biotechnology firms are learning how
tomodify cellsgenetically, how to breedfor strength
or intelligence—whatever thelabor market may one
day need.

Operationally, these firms will probably at first
buy sperm and eggs from people and bring children
to term in machines. Astime goeson, thefirmswill
likely develop huge banks of sperm and eggs, to be
mixed and matched at will in their machines.

These “machines,” the artificial wombs, are in
fact warm soup tureens, the soup being asimulation
of the liquids in natural wombs and in the lungs of
fetuses. Wewill call the offspring of these machines
“soup kids,” SKsfor short.

Theartificial fabrication of humanswill support a
number of the cosmopolitan elite’s goals. Here are
two of the more important ones:

* The modern welfare state will be saved.
Babies can be produced in numbers, bred for
strength and health, educated for the work-
place, and tasked to produce goods and to pay
taxes in support of the welfare state. The
economic system God' speopleterm* Babylon”
can keep going, buoyed by SKs. The problems
caused by falling fertility rates can beresolved
before economic paralysis setsin.

* Radical feminism will be spared embar-
rassment. Should the economic crisis caused
by the birth-dearth become deep and lingering

enough, society will call feminisminto account,
putting decided pressure on women to leave
theworkplace and bear children. The en masse
synthetic production of individualsinlaborato-
ries will forestall any such backlash indefi-
nitely. Women will be free to pursue careers
and economic parity with men, without having
to“encumber” their liveswith childbearing and
child-raising.®

Isthis all an impossible scenario? Not any more
than the invention of the iPod, the commonplace
deployment of cell phones, or the legalization of
same-sex marriage, thelast still initsincipient stage.
Artificial insemination (themoderntermis* assisted
reproduction”) in a number of forms is aready
widely practiced. Once artificial gestation becomes
technol ogical ly feasible and genetic engineering re-
liable, theliberal establishment will usethe media
it controls to mold society to accept the “machin-
ing” of human beings, just asthose same culture-of -
death liberals are currently massaging society to
accept infanticide in the name of full-term abor-
tions.’® The elites will argue that SK workers will
ensure continuedindustrial and agricultural produc-
tivity and generate tax revenues in an era of irre-
versibly declining natural fertility. In short, SKswill
alow “the system” to progress; the secularism,
feminism, and welfarism of modern culture can
“mature” unabated.

Baby Futures?

The implications of such aradical development
are almost beyond imagination.

First, and probably foremost, babieswill become
a commodity.'! Biotech corporations, responding to
governmental and corporate” purchaseorders,” will
producetherequired number of soup-boysand soup-
girls each month. Because some will die before
maturity and because of the long “tail” between
conception and entry into the workplace at, say, 16,
inall likelihood something likea* futuresmarket” 12
in SKswill develop, asinvestorsweigh the need for
industrial and farm workers worldwide against the
projected number of SKsthat will mature eachyear.
When the labor market becomes “tight,” govern-
mentswill be pressured to lower the ageayoung SK
may enter the workplace from, say, 16 to 14.

Second, the nuclear family will become even
more marginalized. We can expect the number of
well-to-do career women who pay a surrogate to
carry their children to increase.’® Just as syntheti-
cally produced musicisbecoming morefavoredthan
acoustically produced music, so too will artificial
insemination and gestation become more popular
methods—more safe and sane ways—of propagat-
ing homo sapiens, even among married couples.
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Reproduction will become scientific and
commoditized. For example, couples may someday
beabletobuild”designer babies,” customized kids
bred with selected, and inheritable, traits. The
technology enabling this is dubbed human
germline modification, something still on the
other side of the technological horizon. If ever
developed, human germline modification would
become a logical extension of pre-implantation
genetic diagnosis (PGD), a technology already
widely usedinin-vitrofertilization (IVF) clinics.
With PGD, an embryoisevaluated (diagnosed) to
determine if it has genetic markers of disease
before implantation in a womb. If it does carry
those markers, it is destroyed (read, murdered).
Human germline modification goes a step further.
The embryo is modified such that it will produce a
desired trait such as a strong body, a superlative
brain, or resistanceto certain diseases. Thismodifi-
cation takes place very early in the embryo’'s
existence to ensure that the desired trait(s) is/are
inheritable. 4

“The rush down a very worrying slippery slope
has begun.”*> Already, genetically modifying fe-
tuses to help treat diseased siblingsis legal in the
United Kingdom, where a court has ruled that a
couple may use stem cells from a fetus they
create through IVF in order to treat their six-
year-old boy suffering from a blood disease. Of
course, the IVF-created fetus will die in the
procedure. It is asironic as it is pathetic that the
procedureis not yet technologically feasible.

We-the-People vs. 007

Third, definitions of equality, freedom, and even
humankind itself will radically change. To grasp
the scope of thistransformation, consider this plau-
siblebiography:

0546007 (007 for short), amale, wasdelivered
of a machine in May 2025. Dienet Inc., the
biotech firm that patented hisDNA, ownsthis
fellow, bred for upper-body strength. After
successful “birth,” Dienet placed 007 in a
corporate nursery, later acorporate preschool,
and still later in a corporate grade school. He
learned to read and perform basic arithmetic.

InJuly 2039, Dienet, responding to awork order
from Universal Foods Inc., transferred 007 and
some of his buddies to an agricultural worker
conditioning school (AWCS), where he learned
todrivecombinesand perform other mechanized
farm duties. After passing severa proficiency
exams, 007 was shipped via steamship to an
automated agricultural colony (AAC) inIndone-
sia, whereheadjusted quitequickly totheworkl oad.
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Since that time, his contract agency has
“outsourced” him 23 times to various AACs
around theworld. Heis currently living in com-
pany housing in Peru with hiswife, 1400634, a
dietitian. They seem very happy.

Now, do not | et thisfact get past you: 0546007 has
no last name—unless it is Dienet! This lack of
surname reflects his lack of family. He has no
family—has nothing to inherit. He has no property.
Hehasno property rights. Hehasnorightsat all. He
isaslave.

007’ shiography isfar fromimpossible. It reflects
the degree to which current definitions of freedom,
equality, and mankind will need to change. Law,
educational institutions, and cultural mores (like
marriage) will have to change to accommodate
0546007 and other SK slikehim. Accommodate may
not be the right word, for it is possible that our
current liberal ideas of equality and liberty will
drowninthesoup of theartificial womb. Oneanalyst
summarizes this concern by commenting that bio-
technology might

undermine the principles of liberty and equal-
ity. If children are genetically engineered for
greater health, strength, or intellectual capac-
ity, . .. society could be plunged into a brave
new world of genetically-based class hierar-
chy.16

Our legal systemwill haveto morph mightily over
the next several decadesto deal with the 007s of the
world. “ All men are created equal” may become an
idea as passé as the doctrine of States Rights in
America. It is possible that a two-tier social order
will evolve. We-the-People, protected by the Con-
stitution or the UN Declaration of Human Rights (or
by whatever), will betold that atwo-classsociety is
necessary and appropriate. The elite policy makers
will assure We-the-People that a thoroughgoing
body of law based on humanismwill protect the SK's
who make up the underclass. This law will dictate
that SKsuniversally bewell fed, appropriately clothed,
adequately housed, provided health care, educated
totheir genetically-engineeredlevel, and mercifully
euthanized only when they are too old or sick to
produce.

What more could 007 want? Certainly not recog-
nition as ahuman being! That will become increas-
ingly impossible. For intime, 007 will cometo have
the legal status not of persona ex machine, the
person from a machine, but of res ex machine, the
thing from a machine.

Moreover, We-the-People, those normally en-
gendered, pensioned old-timers who have come to
make up such a high proportion of thisaging world,
will not complain about the arrangement. After all,

HO1LVM AD3IHdOAdd

=
w



PROPHECY WATCH

H
'

0546007 and his SK peers pick the strawberriesand
build the cars We-the-Peopl e have convinced them-
selves they need. What's more, SKs generate the
payroll taxes that pay We-the-People’s pensions.

We-the-People are the voters. Lacking faith that
God will providefor themintheir old age, they will
voteinsupport of SKs. For thesakeof their survival,
We-the-Peoplewill happily vote for them! In doing
so0, We-the-Peopl e shareresponsibility, if not cul pa-
bility, for the brave new world the billion-dollar
biotechindustry isbringingtous. All areknaves, elite
aswell asrank and file!

We-the-Peoplewill voteand voteand votefor the
SKsuntil We-the-People havedied out. Eventually,
all that will remainwill be SKsruled by asmall, rich,
cosmopolitan elite. That is progress.

The Apocalypse and 007

The apostle John may have seen the miserable 007
in vision almost two millennia ago. Revelation 18
catalogs the goods traded by Babylon, the United
Statesbeing abig part of that economic system. This
passage lists some 28 items, the last of which is
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“slaves, and souls of men” (verse 13, KJV). Will
America again be involved in a slave trade, trans-
porting individuals en masse via ocean-going ves-
sels?

The Greek word slave does not appear in thetext.
The Greek nounthereissoma, body asin Luke 12:4:
“Do not be afraid of those who kill the body.” Soma
appears over 140 times in the New Testament,
rendered in the KJV as body, bodies, or bodily.
Nowhere else in the KJV is soma ever rendered as
slave, for which there are other Greek words.t’” The
NKJV and any number of other translations use
terms equivalent to “the bodies and souls of men.”
Thisrendering is both literal and correct.

But the noun slaves, appearing therein the KJV as
ametonym for body, may not be at all malapropos, as
the bodies John saw may have been those of slaves.
What kind of slaves? In phrases like “the plays of
Shakespeare” or “the music of Haydn,” what is
meant are those plays and that music created by
Shakespeare, generated by Haydn. The “novels of
Faulkner” are those novels written or produced by
Faulkner. Are “the bodies and souls of men,” those
bodies and souls created by mankind, as distinct from
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those that are produced through normal, “ unassisted”
procreation? Did John seein vision 007 and his peers,
the creation of mankind's technology, being shipped
about the planet as workers?

Admittedly, the noun slavesin this context could
refer to a trade in immigrant workers. The United
States today imports thousands of workers as “H-
1a's,” areferenceto thetypeof visagranted towork
inthiscountry asmanual (usually agricultural) work-
ers. There are also tens of thousands of “H-1b’s,”
degreed professionals whose visas permit them to
work inhospitalsand computer facilities. Currently,
most H-1a holders come from Mexico, while most
H-1b holders come from the Philippines (specializ-
inginmedicine) or fromIndia(specializingininfor-
mation technology). Substantially profitable
“agencies,” infactlittlemorethan slavedealers, hire
theseindividualsintheir nativeland and job them out
in Americatothe highest bidder. Perhapsthe apostle
John refers to this type of activity in Revelation
18:13.

Alternatively, he may bereferring to wage work-
ers, hirelings. Any number of mainstream economists
haveargued that incometaxesindexedto salary levels

corrected. She believes that childhood should be
abolished by granting children the same rights as
adults and that children should experience “as much
genital sex (with adults) as they are capable of.”
When women have rewired themselves through
cybernetics to create a new being, death will be
dissolved. Of course!

Simone de Beauvoir, who spoke for the Second
Wave of Feminists, praises technology (specifically
cloning) as a boon to women everywhere: “Perhaps
in time the cooperation of the male will become
unnecessary in procreation—the answer, it would
seem, to many a woman'’s prayer?” (The Second
Sex, Everyman’ Library, 1953).

10 A good source of information from a conservative
viewpoint about bio-ethical issues is at http://
www.bioethics.com.

11 For athoroughgoing analysis of the commoditizing
of reproduction, see Kass, Leon R., ed., Human
Cloning and Human Dignity: An Ethical Inquiry,
Diane Publishing Company, November 2002.

12 See Smith, Wesley J., Consumer’'s Guide to a
Brave New World, Encounter Books, 2004. Smith’s
title is clearly tongue-in-cheek. He discusses the
commercial aspects of biotechnology: the potential
profits, the farming of women’s eggs, aborted fe-
male fetuses bought and sold for ovaries, and the
like. Smith, an attorney for the Anti-Euthanasia Task
Force, has written an equally readable book entitled
Culture of Death: An Assault on Medical Ethics in
America (Encounter Books, 2002), where he de-
cries in specific terms the devaluation of human life
by the medical community and the utilitarianism of
medical care driven by profit-seeking insurance
companies.
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represent atype of forced labor.*® Thus, workerswho
giveup ashareof theirincomearejust “tax slaves’ by
any other name. John's reference to “bodies and
souls” may reflect hisvision of workershighly taxed
to support today’s welfare state—and the army of
autocratic bureaucrats who serve as “ benefactors’ of
the masses.’

Maybe though, as the economic crises rooted in
mankind's refusal to “multiply” become manifest
and deepen, asthe economiesof theworld settleinto
long-term stagnation a la Japan’s “Great Depres-
sion,” Babylon’ sgodless|eaders may attempt tofill
thelabor shortageby generatingindividualsartificially.
The enabling technology is almost here. The culture
of materialism, consumerism, and feminism that
wouldrationalizetheuseof that technology isalready
here. It could be only amatter of timebefore soup-kids
work to pay our pensions, harvest our crops, and build
our cars.

Oh, | forgot to ask: Would “the bodies and souls”
of SK's, born of machinerather than of woman, have

in them the spirit of man (Job 32:8)?
God will have the last word yet!

—Charles Whitaker

13 Kurtz. ibid., p. 45. The practice has been euphe-
mistically dubbed “social surrogacy.”

14 Smith, Heather J., “Customized Kids May Be the
Wave of the Future,” Science and Theology News,
June 2005, p. 34. The article is an interview with
Professor Cole-Turner of the Pittsburgh Theologi-
cal Seminary. (Science and Theology News is spon-
sored by the John Templeton Foundation and is
available online at http://www.stnews.org/
index.php.)

15 Smith, Heather J., “UK Court Finds Designer Babies
Legal to Help Siblings,” Science and Theology News,
June 2005, p. 31. Quoted from an unnamed spokes-
woman for Comment on Reproductive Ethics, a con-
servative group in the United Kingdom.

16 Kurtz. ibid., p. 43.

17 Soma is Strong’s #4983. The usual, though not only,
Greek word for slave is doulos, Strong’s #1401, as in
Matthew 25:23: “Well done, good and faithful servant.”
18 See Feser, Edward, “Taxation, Forced Labor, and
Theft,” The Independent Review, Fall 2000, p. 219.
Mr. Feser teaches at Loyola Marymount University in
Los Angeles. (Selected past articles are available
online at http://www.independent.org/publications/
the%5Flighthouse.)

19 In Luke 22:25, Christ asserts that “those who
exercise authority over [the Gentiles] are called
‘benefactors.” The noun benefactor comes from the
Greek word meaning “a worker of good” and there-
fore a philanthropist (Strong’s #2110). Devoted to
humanism, the elite of this day and age bear a
condescending, patronizing attitude toward the rank
and file, thinking they have done the demos, the
people, a favor by constructing the edifice of the
welfare state.
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(continued from page 6)

bad, but hispoor self-analysispersuadeshimthat he
has no urgent need to seek God any further. Hethen
merely floats, going through the motions, even feel -
ing good about himself as he neglects so great
salvation (Hebrews 2:3). Hisopinion of hisholiness
ascompared with God’ sjudgment isso far off base,
it causes Jesus Christ to regurgitate him from His
body.

Recall the mention in Hosea 10:1 of increasing
and embellishing altars just before Israel fell to
Assyria. One would think that, if altars increase
during this period of prosperity, then religion is
flourishing. Indeed, religion flourished, as Amos,
Hosea' s contemporary, clearly reports (see Amos
5:21-27). However, it was not the religion God
gavethrough Moses, but idolatry that flourished!
It wasacorruption of that religion, for thelsraelites
syncretized that holy way with Baalism and other
idolatries.

In Hosea 10:2, God charges Israel with having a
divided heart. Commentaries are at odds over what
the Hebrew word translated “ divided” means. M ost
moderntransationsuse“false,” “deceitful,” or “faith-
less,” and none of these are wrong, including “di-
vided.” The Hebrew word suggests “ smoothness”
or “flattering,” describing peoplewho*talk thetalk”
but do not “walk the walk.”

Isaiah 29:13 clarifies what God means: “ There-
forethe Lorp said: ‘ Inasmuch as these people draw
near with their mouthsand honor Mewith their lips,
but haveremoved their heartsfar from Me, andtheir
fear toward Me is taught by the commandment of
men.’” Their reverence for Him was mere intellec-
tual accommodation intended to appease Him. They
used thename of God frequently, saying they trusted
Him, but they filled the nation with stealing, lying,
and murder.

Il Kings 17:33 illustrates their worship: “They
feared the Lorp, yet served their own gods—ac-
cording to the rituals of the nations from among
whom they were carried away.” This describesto a

Measuring Growth

16

Returning to Hosea 10:1 and the idea of prosperity
and theincrease of altars, we can observe aconnec-
tion between this concept and the L aodicean’ s mak-
ing a poor judgment of his spiritual condition. The
Revised Standard Version translates these phrases
as, “Themorehisfruitincreased the more altars he
built; as his country improved he improved his
pillars.”

Both altars and pillars are references to reli-

T what Israel did then and their descendants are
continuing to do today. Moffatt rendersthis, “ They
worshipped the Eternal, and they also served their
own gods.”

Thischapter reportson the behavior of the people
placed in Israel after Israel’ s conquest and deporta-
tion by Assyria between 722-720 sc. These people,
who became known as the Samaritans, feared the
Lord but worshipped their own gods. They were
afraid of God, but they did not really change their
way of life. Thus, they developed a syncretic reli-
gious system, a blending of the truth of God and
outright paganism. The Jewsof Christ’sday clearly
recognized this putrid blend and despised the Sa-
maritans for it.

What is sointeresting isthat, by verse 36, God
is no longer reporting on the Samaritans but is
addressing Israel. In other words, God is saying
that He was driven to defeat and scatter |srael
because they were guilty of exactly the same sin
as the Samaritans! They too had blended the wor-
ship of the true God with outright paganism,
utterly corrupting the relationship He had estab-
lished with them.

It is urgent that we understand what is involved
here because it reveals the cause of God’'s anger
that led to Israel’s defeat and scattering. We must
understand that our god is not what we say we
worship but what we serve. Our god is what we
give our lives over to.

Theoretically, the Israelites did not believe in
idols, but in reality, they did. They believed in a
Creator God, but they worshipped Him at the shrines
they erected to the Baals. While they gave lip
service to the Creator, they adopted most of the
Canaanitishreligionwithitslewdimmorality, andin
actual practice, patterned their life after it. In daily
life, they conformedto and reflected the Babylonish
systemjust aslsrael doestoday. Thisisexactly what
God warns usto flee, and the only way to come out
of itisby devel oping and maturinginour relationship
with God.

gion—specifically, paganreligion. Theplural terms
reflect atypically carnal conclusion that numerical
increaseindicates growth and of asort that is good
because God must surely approve. Growth in the
number of places of worship would convince most
that religionisflourishing.

Religion, though, isdifferent from secular pur-
suits. The greatest Teacher and Pastor whoever
graced this earth preached to tens of thousands of
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people, yet ended His ministry with only 120
converts. Moreover, He calls the church a“little
flock,” signifying that it would never grow large
(Luke 12:32). Using numbers as the standard,
Jesus was an outright failure! Any large Billy
Graham evangelistic campaign produces more
“conversions” each night than Jesus had during
His entire ministry.

Many comparisons are elusive and easily ma-
nipulated, not deserving to be depended upon as
true evaluations of quality. For instance, Ameri-
cans tend to rate the greatness of a city by the
sizeof itspopulation. ButisNew Y ork City really
the greatest American city? Does it really de-
serveto becalled “the Big Apple”? Inthe public
mind, the strength of a commercial business is
measured by its income. If a business does a
million dollars more business this year than last,

Idolatry Most Subtle

Hosea 10:1-2 is an almost perfect foundation for
understanding the erroneousjudgment the Laodicean
makes—and thus the substance of his spiritual
problem. Anadditional historical referencein Amos
adds perspectivetothiscondition. Amosapproaches
Israel’ s spiritual problemsfrom asomewhat differ-
ent angle than Hosea. He shows the people as
having all theformsof thetruereligion, yet because
itlackssubstance, they arewell off but almost totally
lacking in social justice. They take care of them-
selves but not their relationship with God or with
their neighbors.

Hosea says that Israel “brings forth fruit for
himself.” In Revelation 3, Laodiceais contrasted
to Philadel phia. The Philadel phian|oves God and
his brother, but the Laodicean loves himself as
exhibited by what he spends his time doing. The
L aodicean carriesthename*“ Christian,” but heisnot
serving the Lord Christ except in a most passive
manner. He serves himself, which iswhy he sayshe
needs nothing. He does not need even God!
L aodiceanismisperhapsthe most subtleof all forms
of idolatry.

Jeremiah 48:11 contains another description of
thisaffliction. Inthiscase, it describes Moab, but
theprincipleappliestolsrael’ sandtheLaodicean’s
condition: “Moab hasbeen at easefrom hisyouth;
he has settled on his dregs [on his lees, KJV],
and has not been emptied from vessel to vessel,
nor hashe goneinto captivity. Therefore histaste
remained in him, and his scent has not changed.”
Zephaniah 1:12 adds athought that gives a sense
of the Laodicean’ sattitude: “And it shall cometo
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thenitisconsideredto beflourishing. Evaluating
inthismanner isonethingthat getsthe Laodicean
in trouble. Religion, however, is not that sort of
commodity at all; it isspirit.

We sometimes say, “So and so is a big man.”
What do we mean by this? The person may not be
physically impressive, but we suggest the great-
ness of his influence. Isaiah 53:2 says of Jesus,
“He has no form or comeliness; and when we see
Him there is no beauty that we should desire
Him.” Likewise, accordingtotradition, the apostle
Paul was not a physically impressive man. The
spirituality of these men madethem great, but this
guality cannot be measured numerically because
spirit involves many intangibles. Thus, the ulti-
mate measure of a Christian is qualitative not
guantitative. It is not aquestion of how many but
of what sort.

pass at that timethat | will search Jerusalem with
lamps, and punish the men who are settled in
complacency [ ontheir lees, KJV], who say in their
heart, ‘ The Lorp will not do good, nor will Hedo
evil.””

We need to connect these two thoughts with
the Laodicean’s evaluation of himself and his
relationship with God. If the Laodicean says he
needs nothing, then he has settled on hislees. As
we see from Christ’s reaction, it angers Him
greatly. The “lees,” or dregs, are the sediment
that forms during the fermentation of grapes.
They eventually sink to the bottom and harden.
Metaphorically, being settled on the lees indi-
cates a floating, “take it easy” approach to life,
which eventually setsinto alifestylethat isunac-
ceptable to God.

A person settled on hisleesisonewho, through
spiritual idleness and ease, gradually becomes
morally indifferent, tolerant of hislack of spiritual
drive, and ultimately hardened to God and sin. In
the process, he becomes blind to his spiritual
state. Zephaniah 1:12 concludes that such a one
has reasoned himself into what amounts to a
practical atheism. He says by his conduct that
Godisnot really governing or judging; there will
be neither reward for obedience nor punishment
for sin.

So he gives himself over to whatever is his
pleasure. Itisnot that heisnotoriously immoral, but
rather the Laodicean is a person straddling the
proverbial fence. Though he has saving knowledge
of God, heisalso attached to theworld and afraid to
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let go. He is deceived by the combination of his
shallow knowledge of God and by hisprosperity into

No Borrowing of Character

18

The principle in Haggai 2:11-14 is vital for us to
understand in this regard:

Thus says the Lorp of hosts: “Now, ask the
priests concerning the law, saying, ‘If one
carriesholy meat inthefold of hisgarment, and
with the edge he touches bread or stew, wine
or oil, or any food, will it becomeholy? " Then
the priests answered and said, “No.” And
Haggai said, “1f one who is unclean because
of a dead body touches any of these, will it
be unclean?” So the priests answered and
said, “It shall be unclean.” Then Haggai an-
swered and said, “‘ So is this people, and so is
this nation before Me,” saysthe Lorb, ‘and so
is every work of their hands; and what they
offer there is unclean.’”

Uncleanness, or the defilement of thisworld, can
be transferred from one person to another, but
holinesscannot. Likewise, righteousness, character,
and preparedness for God's Kingdom cannot be
transferred from person to person because they
represent internal qualities, matters of the heart.

Holy character and righteousness are personal
matters, intangibles that accrue from spending long
periodsof timelearning, applying, and honing spiri-
tual skillsinthedaily experiencesof life. Itistoo
late when one needs askill immediately, anditis
not there. The sameistrue of character: It cannot be
borrowed. Perhaps more importantly, we cannot
borrow arelationship with God.

Thisought toteach usthat opportunity knocksand
then passes. In the Parable of the Ten Virgins
(Matthew 25:1-13), thefoolish virginsfail to antici-
patethe possibility that the Bridegroom might come
later than they expect. When they are awakened,
thereisno time to do anything except fill their own
lamps. This proves that nobody can deliver his
brother. Each person, within his relationship with
God, determines his own destiny.

The Laodicean’s faith, however, has become
perfunctory. He attends church andisinvolved with
brethrensocially, but privately, hemerely goesthrough
the motions in much the same way asthe Israelites
did in Amos day. Absent is the fervency that
developsthrough careful analysisand eval uation of
the world and its corrupt promises against God and
Hisholy promises.

thinking he has found the perfect balance. He has

convinced himself he has the best of both.

God showsthat the unprepared will not be admit-
ted to HisKingdom. We should not construethis as
acalloused rejection of aperson’s perhapslifelong
desire, but we should realize that the L aodicean has
rejected the Kingdom of God on adaily basisover a
longtime! Godisnot unfairinHisjudgment. Hegives
the Laodicean what he showed he wanted. God
reciprocatesin kind.

Perhaps we can understand God’ s judgment if
we imagine what ours would be if we were
engaged to someone who never prepares for our
upcoming marriage. What person would want a
wife or a husband who had no enthusiasm for the
marriage? Or perhaps we can compare it to a
person who meets someone who would make a
wonderful mate, but despite having ample oppor-
tunity and mutual admiration, the relationship
never devel ops dueto the other’ sbeing constantly
distracted.

Jesusinstructsin Matthew 6:22-24, 33;

The lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore
your eyeisgood, your whole body will be full
of light. Butif your eyeisbad, your wholebody
will be full of darkness. If therefore the light
that is in you is darkness, how great is that
darkness! No one can serve two masters; for
either hewill hatetheoneand lovetheother, or
else hewill beloyal to the one and despise the
other. Y ou cannot serve God and mammon. . . .
But seek first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness, and all these things shall be
added to you.

L oyalty cannot bedivided between Christ and the
world. Our purpose must be undivided singleness of
mind, energetically givento seeking God, HisKing-
dom, and Hisrighteousnessasour first priority. This
is the way we become one with God. This is the
means by which we can work out our salvation
(Philippians 2:12), thus ensuring that we can escape
the plague of Laodiceanism and attend the Feast of
Tabernacles again next year.

InChristianlove,

Y e
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by David C. Grabbe

Fiddling While Europe Burns

n late October and early November, the suburbs of

Paris literally burned with riots. The trigger was the
accidental electrocution of two boys of North African
descent fleeing from police. But what ensued from the
Muslim sons of African and Arab immigrants—who
have not integrated into French society—were violent
confrontations with the police, the burning of thou-
sands of vehicles; the disruption of trains; the incin-
eration of churches, schools, and supermarkets; the
shooting of emergency personnel; and the deploy-
ment of nearly 12,000 security officers. While the
fatality count was low, the images of riot police and the
rioting progeny of immigrants against a backdrop of
France in flames painfully illuminate how divided the
French nation really is.

The riots in the Paris suburbs, though, were not
isolated. Not only did the arson and clashing with
police spread to more than 300 towns throughout
France, minor incidents of vehicle torching also oc-
curred in Belgium and Germany. Even as the “intefadeh
of the poor” (as the Egyptian daily Al-Massaie mistak-
enly named the riots) dies down, this uprising of non-
integrated French citizens must be seen as another
milestone in the clash between Muslim and secular/
Judeo-Christian cultures. It follows on the heels of
train bombings in Spain, subway bombings in Britain,
and the murder of Dutch filmmaker Theo van Gogh.

It is easy for the international media to blame the
Paris riots on unemployment and job discrimination,
Spain’s train bombings on its involvement in the inva-
sion of Iraq, and Britain’s subway bombings on its
hosting of the G8 summit or its alignment with the
United States. Some go so far as to blame Theo van
Gogh for his own murder—because he, a citizen of
arguably the most tolerant country on earth, did not
demonstrate enough cultural sensitivity. While the
politicians and globalists are happy to blind them-
selvesto the obvious, the average shopkeeper, farmer,
and commuter are becoming increasingly convinced
that some cultures simply do not mix.

The “strength through diversity” lie is becoming
ever more transparent—at least to the people who
have to deal with its practical ramifications. “One of the
greatest dishonesties of European policy and intel-
lectual discourse,” observes the Frankfurter
Allgemeine Zeitung, “has been that multicultural is-
sues can only be discussed in one direction—the
‘accepting society.” Whoever calls on the immigrants
themselves to integrate better is seen as a nationalist
monster who lacks ‘openness.”

Culture is the way of living, thinking, speaking, and
behaving, including ethics, morals, standards, and
obligations, built up by a human group and transmit-
ted to succeeding generations. The recent conflagra-
tions in Europe are between a culture roughly based
on the Koran and one roughly based on the Bible.
These foundational writings, while not necessarily
influencing its minute details, tend to set the overall
direction, tenor, and parameters of a culture. They are
the distant source of what a person believes about an
afterlife, and what is acceptable behavior during the
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present one. Whether or not an individual studies
them religiously, these writings influence the culture,
and the culture influences the individual. Different
sources—different foundations—uwill always result in
diverse applications in living, thinking, speaking, and
behaving. Regardless of whether the cultural clash is
violent, the friction and tension are always present. So,
even though the fires may be presently extinguished,
the embers beneath still smolder, awaiting the next
pneuma—wind or spirit—to reignite.

What will be the result? Enhanced security, cur-
fews, appeals for calm, employment quotas, upgraded
housing, greater sensitivity, more dialogue—these
shortsighted measures do nothing to change the
underlying cultures. The citizenry recognizes this.

This continued clashing could devolve along sev-
eral lines—and they are not mutually exclusive. If
events continue long enough without a major flare-up,
the immigrant culture will simply overwhelm the native
culture by virtue of its higher birthrate. However, it
seems likely that, before that happens, the cultural
friction will cause an eruption that cannot be quenched
by mere multicultural mantras.

A second possibility is that those who recognize the
coming battle will scatter themselves wherever they
feel they will be sheltered from the violence. Columnist
Mark Steyn, in “Early Skirmish in the Eurabian Civil War”
(The Telegraph, November 8, 2005), puts it this way:

Some of us believe this is an early skirmish in the
Eurabian civil war. If the insurgents emerge
emboldened, what next? In five years’ time, there
will be even more of them, and even less resolve
on the part of the French state. That, in turn, is
likely to accelerate the demographic decline.
Europe could face a continent-wide version of
the “white flight” phenomenon seen in crime-
ridden American cities during the 1970s, as
Danes and Dutch scram to America, Australia or
anywhere else that will have them.

A third option is popular resistance by the native
culture. The International Herald Tribune opened its
November 3, 2005, editorial by observing: “The sub-
urbs of Paris, whether the faubourgs of the French
Revolution or the banlieues [suburbs] of today, have a
long history of violent uprisings by enraged citizens.”
Yet, historically, those “enraged citizens” have been
culturally French, not just nationally French as are the
recent rioters. Thus far, the secular culture in Europe—
which, liked or not, still retains a remnant of the Judeo-
Christian culture—has bowed to multiculturalism and
retreated. The various governments, while occasionally
making “strong” statements about immigration and in-
tegration, are not yet willing to upset the apple cart.

Even so, an environment is slowly being created
that is ideal for a strong, nationalist, militaristic leader
to rise to power under the guise of delivering what
people are beginning to clamor for: a Europe for the
Europeans, a la Daniel 11:40-42. What such a leader
would actually deliver is another matter altogether.

Watch therefore, for you know neither the day northe hour when the Sonof Man is coming. (Matthew 25:13)



BiBLE STUDY:
THE PARABLES OF MATTHEW 13

Part Two: The Parable of the Sower

IntheParableof the Sower (Matthew 13:3-9, 19-23; alsoMark
4:3-9,14-20; Luke8:4-8, 11-15), Jesusrevea swhy thosewho
hear the gospel of the coming Kingdom of God are not always
receptive in the same way. People who are called have their
minds opened, the Holy Spirit enabling them to take it to
heart, yet many seeits surface value but do not internalize
it. The parable illustrates the church’'s relationship to the
different groups of people with which it comesin contact.
Jesus uses three components—the sower, the seed and
the soils—to indicate the differences. His story shows the
fate of the sown seed, the different types of soilsonwhich
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1. What natural conditions regarding seed and soils does
Jesusdescribe?Matthew 13:3-8; Mark 4:3-9; Luke 8:4-8.
ComMmENT: A farmer places seed in the ground so it will
sprout and bear fruit. Someseedsfall on unplowed, unturned,
hard ground. This type of soil does not allow the seed to
sink in, and the birds easily find and devour the seed.
Stony ground, having little or no soil, has insufficient
nourishment for seedsto root and grow into ahealthy plant.
Initially, they appear to grow quicker because, withlesssoil
to establish a root system, they expend their energy in
producing the stem and leaves. When the sun grows hot
(representing the light of God’s truth exposing them, or
trials and persecution testing them), however, the sprouts
wither away, the result of inadequate root systems.
Fertile and rich soil provides nutrients for the seeds to
produceacropthat variesinitsyield. Itiscommonfor crops
toproduceahundred, sixty, or thirty grainsfor each onesown.
For exampl e, somestrainsof wheat will produceacroptwelve
or fifteen hundred times the original amount of seed sown.
2. On whose ears does God’'s Word fall and take root?
Matthew 13:9, 16-17; Mark 4:9; Luke8:8, 10.
ComMENT: Theseed representsGod’ sWord communicated
in various ways: in preaching, writing, and acts of divine
intervention. Those God chooses understand the gospel
because it comes only by the power of His Spirit. Without
this spiritual power, the hearer is susceptible to having
God’' sknowledge stolen by Satan, the accuser and tempter.
God' sWord sometimesfallsonthe earsof peoplewhose
hearts are calloused by sin, on whom it makes no real
impression. Likeseed onahard-packedroad, itisconsumed
before it ever has a chance to develop. Such hardened
people soon lose interest in Christ’s good news and con-
tinue in the ways of the world.
3. Areallwhoareintrigued by God’ sWord chosen by Him?
Matthew 13:5-6, 20-21; 22:14; Mark 4:16-17; Luke 8:13;
13:23-25.
ComMENT: Thestony ground representsthosewho hear the
gospel and feel titillated by its truth. Though their senses
are excited, they have no depth of understanding—no rich
soil in which it may take root and grow. While suffering

itfell, and the resulting effects. Though Jesus namesit “the
parable of the sower” (Matthew 13:18), the subject matter
sheds particular light on the diverse soils. Nevertheless, the
sower does not play aminor rolein the parable, since without
Him no sowing would occur, without which there would be
no possibility of fruit. However, the sower represents a
group, as well as Jesus Himself (Matthew 13:37). The lan-
guage suggests any typical sower, so God's ministers may
be considered sowers of the gospel aswell. The Parable of
the Sower is essential because it introduces and anticipates
the whole series of parablesin Matthew 13.
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anxiety from sin, they respond to the attractive offer of God’' s
mercy. Thetruth offersthem peace of mind, pardon fromsin,
andsalvationwitheternal life. Believingthey areforgiven, their
anxieties seem to disappear, and temporary peace and hap-
piness fill their lives, but they have no foundation upon
which to support permanent joy. Their gladness soon sub-
sides, as does their desire to live righteously. They begin to
fade from God'’ struth because they have no real appreciation
for Christ’ s sacrifice or the conviction to resist temptation or
to endure trial and persecution. Because they exhibit no true
repentance, it becomes evident that they are not true Chris-
tians. Excited, human emotion carries them for atime, but it
cannot sustain them through the long process of conversion.
4. Are those who are called beyond being enticed by the
world?Matthew 13:7,22; 7:13-14; Mark 4:18-19; Luke8:14.
What kind of response does God desireto seefromthoseHe
calls?Matthew 13:8, 23; Mark 4:20; Luke8:15.

ComMENT: The thorny ground symbolizes those who be-
comeconsumed by theanxietiesof thisphysical lifeand the
deceitful enticement of wealth. The constant pressures of
everyday life—providing sustenance, maintaining empl oy-
ment, seeking education, performing social duties, etc.—
can be distracting, causing Christians to ignore God and
spiritual growth.

The desire for wealth magnifies this distraction. It is
enticing but yields the expected rewards: It promises to
make ushappy, but when gained, |leavesusspiritually empty
(I Timothy 6:7-10). The temptation and pursuit of wealth
produces bad fruit: dishonesty, stealing, oppression of the
poor, and taking advantage of others.

The good ground corresponds to those whose hearts
and minds are softened by God's calling and receive it
genuinely. They arearichandfinesoil—amindthat submits
itself to the full influence of God's truth (Acts 22:14;
Ephesians 4:1-6). The called of God not only accept His
Word—the message of Jesus Christ—as rich soil accepts
aseed for growth, they also bear much fruit (John 15:5, 8).

Inthenextissue, wewill ook at therelated Parabl e of the
Tares, which portrays the relationship of the church to the
wicked one and his agents.




