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from John W. Ritenbaugh

Communication
and Leaving

Babylon

Part Three
In the prior two articles in this series, the main theme has been the place, the importance, and
the effect of the communication from this world that adds immeasurably to what we have become
in terms of attitude and character since our birth.
In the beginning, Adam and Eve were not created
with the evil nature we see displayed in all of mankind.
At the end of the sixth day of creation, God took
pleasure in all He had made and pronounced it “very
good,” including Adam and Eve and the nature or the
heart He placed in them. An evil heart cannot possibly
be termed “very good.” They were a blank slate, one
might say, with a slight pull toward the self, but not
with the strong, self-centered, touchy, and offensive
heart that is communicated through contact with the
world following birth.
Following Adam and Eve’s creation, God placed
them in Eden and instructed them on their responsibilities. He then purposefully allowed them to be exposed
to and tested by Satan, who most definitely had a
different set of beliefs, attitudes, purposes, and character than God. Without interference from God, they
freely made the choice to subject themselves to the
evil influence of that malevolent spirit. That event
initiated the corruption of man’s heart. Perhaps nowhere in all of Scripture is there a clearer example of
the truth of I Corinthians 15:33: “Evil communications
corrupt good manners.”
Comparing our contact with Satan to Adam and
Eve’s, a sobering aspect is that God shows they were
fully aware of Satan when he communicated with them.

However, we realize that a spirit being can communicate with a human by transferring thoughts, and the
person might never know it! He would assume the
thoughts were completely generated within himself.
Following their encounter with the evil one, “the
eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that
they were naked” (Genesis 3:7). This indicates an
immediate change in their attitudes and perspectives. It
also implies a change of character from the way God
had created them, as they had indeed willingly sinned,
thus reinforcing the whole, degenerative process.
This began not only their personal corruption but
also this present, evil world, as Paul calls it in Galatians
1:4. All it took was one contact with, communication
from, and submission to that very evil source to effect
a profound change from what they had been. The
process did not stop with them, as Romans 5:12
confirms, “Therefore, just as through one man sin
entered the world, and death through sin, and thus
death spread to all men, because all sinned.” Adam
and Eve passed on the corrupt products of their encounter with Satan to their children, and each of us, in
turn, has sinned as willingly as our first ancestors did.
When we are born, innocent of any sin of our own,
we enter into a 6,000-year-old, ready-made world that
is permeated with the spirit of Satan and his demons,
FORERUNNER

3

personal

Communication and Leaving Babylon

as well as with the evil cultures they generated through a
thoroughly deceived mankind. In consequence, unbeknownst to us, we face a double-barreled challenge to our
innocence: from demons as well as from this world.
Six thousand years of human history exhibit that we
very quickly absorb the course of the world around us and
lose our innocence, becoming self-centered and deceived
like everybody else. The vast majority in this world is
utterly unaware that they are in bondage to Satan—so
unaware that most would scoff if told so. Even if informed
through the preaching of the gospel, they do not fully grasp
either the extent or the importance of these factors unless
God draws them by opening their eyes spiritually.

Blindness With an Attitude
Notice how Paul makes use of this fact when teaching the
Corinthians about the Jews of their day:
Therefore, since we have such hope, we use great
boldness of speech—unlike Moses, who put a veil
over his face so that the children of Israel could not
look steadily at the end of what was passing away.
But their minds were blinded. For until this day the
same veil remains unlifted in the reading of the Old
Testament, because the veil is taken away in Christ.
But even to this day, when Moses is read, a veil lies
on their heart. Nevertheless when one turns to the
Lord, the veil is taken away. (II Corinthians 3:12-16)
The veil Paul speaks of is the carnality of a deceived
mind formed and shaped in these Satan-manipulated
cultures. It is so antagonistic to the true God and His Word
(Romans 8:7) that it fights the very approach of God to
heal them through a great, freely given gift, just as the
first-century Jews opposed and rejected Christ.
However, be aware that the miraculous removal of this
veil of blindness by God, through the wonderful gifts of His
Spirit and of a great hope, also places an obligation on us.
With the blindness gone, we are granted the ability to
choose between God’s way and the world’s way for the
first time in our lives. Choosing to submit to God provides
our witness of God, as well as being the means of building
the character God greatly desires to create within us.
However, the effects of the self-centered way of life
we have absorbed through the course of this world remain
in our attitudes and characters, becoming what must be
overcome. It will dog us all our converted lives as a means
of testing our determination to be in God’s Kingdom, as
well as our love and loyalty to our God and Savior.
In Romans 7:15-25, Paul describes from personal experience what confronts a Christian upon becoming aware
of his freedom to choose:
For what I am doing, I do not understand. For what
I will to do, that I do not practice; but what I hate, that
4
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I do. If, then, I do what I will not to do, I agree with
the law that it is good. But now, it is no longer I who
do it, but sin that dwells in me. For I know that in me
(that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will
is present with me, but how to perform what is good
I do not find. For the good that I will to do, I do not
do; but the evil I will not to do, that I practice. Now
if I do what I will not to do, it is no longer I who do
it, but sin that dwells in me. I find then a law, that evil
is present with me, the one who wills to do good. For
I delight in the law of God according to the inward
man. But I see another law in my members, warring
against the law of my mind, and bringing me into
captivity to the law of sin which is in my members.
O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from
this body of death? I thank God—through Jesus Christ
our Lord! So then, with the mind I myself serve the law
of God, but with the flesh the law of sin.
Though converted for about twenty years when he
wrote Romans, Paul comments in verse 17 that sin
sufficiently strong enough to pull him in the wrong direction still remained in him. In verse 18, he leaves no doubt
that sin was still in him. In verse 19, he admits to
occasional sin, and in verse 20, he again states that sin still
existed in him, and in verse 21, that evil was present with
him. In verse 23, he says that a war raged within him
between the law of sin and the law of his mind, and he
mentions these two again in verse 25.
The evil that lived in him was the remnant of what he had
absorbed of Satan’s world before his conversion on the road
to Damascus. The law of his mind was his new heart from
God that he desired so strongly to rule his life. The war was
between the remnant of Satan’s world and his new heart.
Galatians 5:16-17 confirms this last thought:
I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill
the lust of the flesh. For the flesh lusts against the
Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are
contrary to one another, so that you do not do the
things that you wish.
Each influence on his mind was communicating to him.
This is why we cannot physically escape Babylon. It has
left its mark on our perspectives, attitudes, and characters; we carry it with us regardless of our location.
Nevertheless, our escape from Babylon can be accomplished because, if it could not, God would not have
commanded us to do it.
We achieve it by choosing to allow the law of our mind
to triumph against the law of sin and death, even though
to do so may require many painful sacrifices during the
battle. Where does one find the strength necessary to
make the sacrifices required? What might we need to
supply us motivation?
First, we need to consider a vital promise. Paul pro-

claims in Philippians 4:19: “And my God shall supply all
your need according to His riches in glory by Jesus
Christ.” This assurance could just as easily been read as,
“He shall supply all our need gloriously!” It is full of
exuberant expectation.
What do we need? We need faith in the fact that God
is, that He is indeed with us personally and individually,
and that His Word is true and absolute. In addition, we
need vision and hope regarding the value of what is to be
gained or lost through making the right choices. We need
much more, but certainly not least, we need His love for
Him and fellow man.
What medium does He use to communicate them to us?

The Most Important Medium
Jesus prays in John 17:3, “And this is eternal life, that they
may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom
You have sent.” At this juncture, the significance of what
this verse teaches comes to the fore. However, to clarify
further, we will join it with a thought from Romans 5:1-2:
Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom also we have access by faith into this
grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the
glory of God.
Finally, Isaiah 59:1-2 adds one more truth:
Behold, the LORD’S hand is not shortened, that it
cannot save; nor His ear heavy, that it cannot hear.
But your iniquities have separated you from your
God; and your sins have hidden His face from you so
that He will not hear.
When Adam and Eve sinned, they, representing all
mankind, were expelled by God from the Garden of Eden.
The Garden represents being in God’s presence and
thereby having easy access and communication with Him.
In Genesis 2:17, God had warned Adam and Eve that in
the day they ate from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good
and Evil, they would die. Once they sinned, it became
evident that God did not mean they would die immediately,
but that, if they ate of that tree, they were as good as dead.
Their human life went on, but God, to emphasize the
serious effect of their sin to later generations, placed a
flaming sword to guard the Garden’s borders. This portrayed that mankind, though still alive, was cut off from
any relationship with Him. Thus, sin, which demonstrates
a lack of love and fidelity for our Creator, not only seals
the death penalty on each sinner, but it also denies an
individual access to and thus communication with God
while they live on under Satan’s continuing influence.
When Jesus paid the penalty for our sins, and we, by
faith in that sacrifice, became justified, God legally cleared
us of guilt before Him. It is as though the barrier of the
flaming sword between us and Him was removed, opening

the way for communication with Him and for the growth
of a relationship with Him that never before existed for us.
The relationship we have with the Father and the Son
through the work of Jesus Christ, both as the payment for
our sins and as our High Priest, is everything in terms of
salvation. Why is this true? Because we can now communicate with Them! Having access to God furnishes an
opportunity for a relationship with the Father and the Son.
The relationship is the medium of communication—holy,
righteous, spiritual communication.
This communication is more than a mere counterbalance to the evil spiritual influence of this world. It decidedly tips the scales in our favor in this war for our spiritual
survival if we will but continue to believe and trust Them
by taking advantage of the contact, communication, and
influence freely given to us. What Jesus does ever so
briefly in John 17:3 is to tie quality of life, called “eternal
life,” to a person’s relationship with God.
Even though many in it may be religious, the world does
not have a relationship with God. There is no communication from Him to them. Undoubtedly, a lot of people know
many things about God, but they cannot actually know Him
without access to Him. It is like a person knowing of
someone from across town by reputation but really knowing
nothing about him through personal contact.

The Lines Are Set
I John 2:10-17 establishes some important facts a child of
God needs to understand fully:
He who loves his brother abides in the light, and there
is no cause for stumbling in him. But he who hates his
brother is in darkness and walks in darkness, and
does not know where he is going, because the
darkness has blinded his eyes. I write to you, little
children, because your sins are forgiven you for His
name’s sake. I write to you fathers, because you have
known Him who is from the beginning. I write to you,
young men, because you have overcome the wicked
one. I write to you, little children, because you have
known the Father. I have written to you, fathers,
because you have known Him who is from the beginning. I have written to you, young men, because you
are strong, and the word of God abides in you, and you
have overcome the wicked one. Do not love the world
or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world,
the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the
world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and
the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the
world. And the world is passing away, and the lust of
it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.
Remember that John’s epistle is written to church
members. Therefore, he frames matters in absolute terms,
offering no middle ground regarding sin and one’s relationships with God and fellow man. It must be this way
because this is our one and only opportunity for salvation,
FORERUNNER
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and sin was what cut us off from God in the first place,
causing us to need salvation. We do not want to fall into
that position again. Sin is serious business!
Regarding our moral and spiritual conduct, we must
recognize that there is no twilight zone, especially in our
relationship with God. A Christian cannot muddle around
morally or spiritually, thinking that sin is a rather minor
affair. It cost Jesus His life! In this relationship, which is
in reality preparation for a marriage, love and loyalty are
extremely important.
John spells matters out as either light or darkness, love
or hatred, all absolutes. Where love is absent, hatred rules
in darkness. Where love prevails, there is light. Through
the word “darkness,” John is disclosing that, because of
the sin or hatred, a lack of love for a brother, the
relationship with God declines. Notice in verse 11 that the
sin John mentions is against a brother, meaning a fellow
church member. Hatred is not a trifling matter! Later, in
I John 3:15, John says that one who hates his brother is a
murderer. What is the result? A relationship is broken, and
communication with the brother ends.
Even more serious, we find that the sin also involves
one’s relationship with God because the effect of that sin
is a measure of spiritual blindness. The hater grows
insensitive to or hardened against spiritual truth.

Sin’s Evil Progression
Paul reinforces what John teaches, writing in Hebrews
3:12-13, “Beware brethren, lest there be in any of you an
evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God; but
exhort one another daily, while it is called ‘Today,’ lest
any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.”
He warns that sin has a deceptive quality. It promises so
much even before it actually becomes an act of conduct, but
it delivers far short of its promise. Its truly sneaky aspect is
its powerful tendency to lure us into further sin, enslaving
us and hardening our minds against righteousness. In
other words, it shares characteristics with drugs in that it
is addictive or enslaving, destroying one’s well-being.
Herein lies the cause of the apostle John’s concern in
I John 2. God is the source of spiritual truth (light), and we
are sanctified as His child and to His service by it because
we believe it. However, under the sin of hating, communication with God begins to break down, and consequently, the sinner puts himself in peril of falling completely
away. Notice in I John 2:13-14, John mentions that the
fathers—those in the congregation older in the faith—
have known the Father. He appeals to them to exercise
their longstanding, mature leadership within the congregation in a right manner.
The word “known” ties John’s thoughts directly with
Jesus’ words in John 17:3. Knowing God, having an
intimate relationship with Him, is the key to living a life—
called “eternal life”—which will be acceptable for living
in the Kingdom of God. Hating a brother actually cuts the
6
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sinner off from the Source of the gifts and strengths
necessary to live that quality of life. In other words, the
sinner is not properly using what God has already given
him and is showing disloyalty both to God and to another
member of the Family.
Beginning in verse 15, John pens three of the more
notable verses in his writings. When considered in context,
they should be scary stuff for a Christian. Why does he
command us not to love the world? Because the sinner’s
conduct exhibited in his hatred of his brother reveals the
source of communication prompting his sin! John exposes
the communication to which the hater is responding.
Under no circumstance would God ever communicate
the sin of hatred toward a brother. Besides, James confirms that God tempts no one (James 1:13). John is warning
that the person’s affections are drawing him away from
God and toward the world, and he had better do something
about it before he slips completely back into the world.
This also connects to John 1:5. “And the light shines in
the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.”
Darkness symbolizes the spiritual blindness of Satan’s
unconverted world. In the book of Revelation, this blindness is represented by Babylon the Great. Satan’s world
simply does not get it, that is, spiritual truth. Because it
cannot grasp God’s truths, the only spirituality the world
can ultimately communicate is inducement to sin, which it
does insistently and attractively.
This leads us back to God’s illustration regarding
Adam, Eve, and Satan. Satan is the god of this world (II
Corinthians 4:4), and thus its spiritual leader and governing principle. He persuaded Adam and Eve to sin. So the
only way we can come out of the world is to reverse the
process that placed us in the world in the first place: to stop
sinning. One can phrase it more positively as, to yield to
God’s will rather than Satan’s or to God’s communication
rather than this world’s.
We could never leave the world on our own. God must
mercifully deliver us by calling us. We do not understand
the mechanics of what He actually does in our minds, but
in calling us, He miraculously does something to begin
leading us to think of matters in relation to God with a
clarity of understanding and intensity that we never
before experienced. It is almost as if we suddenly understood a foreign language.
Acts 9:3-17 contains the story of Paul’s conversion
while on the road to Damascus. A blinding light and a
strong voice drove Paul to the ground. The voice forcefully warned him that what he was doing against Jesus
Christ was hurting himself. He was given a command he
had to follow and was left without sight for three days, at
the end of which he followed the instruction, was baptized
by Ananias, and his sight was restored.
Before this, even though Paul was religiously zealous
and well-educated, he was as unconverted as a jackrabbit. However, due to what God did by calling Paul, he
began to think of God along lines that he had never

considered until then. We all experience a similar turning
of the mind, though not with the same dramatic force Paul
did. He went on to be baptized, but not until he continued
listening to the communication from God, which demonstrated that he was willing to do whatever was necessary.

Continuing What Repentance Begins
The key word for us here is “continued.” Paul was
beginning to turn his back on the communication from the
world that spurred his persecution of Christians as the
enemy. Now, by a miracle, he was listening to the
communication from God and starting to grasp reality:
that, by sinning, he had made himself an enemy of God.
Here then are the keys to come out of Babylon as Paul
did. Out of love, God gives us the start, forgives and
justifies us through Jesus Christ’s blood, and consequently, establishes peace with us, who had formerly been
at war with Him. He then gives us His Spirit, granting us
for the very first time in our lives a true opportunity to
choose with understanding of God’s holy purpose between good and evil. He then grants us access to Him—
right into His personal Holy of Holies, not into some mere
earthly copy—and is eager to communicate whatever
gifts we need to do His will, if we will choose to stop
listening to the world’s siren song and quit sinning. He
wants us to continue in the process He began.
Notice how Paul shows the continuance of a process in
his doctrinal writings:
What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that
grace may abound? Certainly not! How shall we
who died to sin live any longer in it? . . . Therefore
do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you
should obey it in its lusts. And do not present your
members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin,
but present yourselves to God as being alive from the
dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. For sin shall not have dominion
over you, for you are not under law but under grace.
What then? Shall we sin because we are not under
the law but under grace? Certainly not! Do you not
know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to
obey, you are that one’s slave whom you obey,
whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience
leading to righteousness?” (Romans 6:1-2, 12-16)
Is that not strong, plain language? “Certainly not” is
translated as “God forbid,” “perish the thought,” or “may
it never be,” in other Bibles. In his epistles, Paul uses this
exclamatory expression in relation to sin sixty times! Yet,
this world’s Christianity has succeeded in communicating
to it adherents one of the most devastating of all false
doctrines—that the works of keeping God’s commandments are not required! They insidiously twist the truth
that, though works most assuredly cannot save a person,
stopping sin in one’s life is absolutely required to provide
evidence that one is indeed a Christian, to bring glory to

God, and to grow. Jesus Christ died to provide forgiveness
of sin. Therefore, if a person persists in sin following his
forgiveness, he is trampling “the blood of the covenant by
which he was sanctified [as] a common thing, and insult[ing]
the Spirit of grace” (Hebrews 10:29).
Notice these verses, which clearly show this principle
of continuing:
John 8:31: Then Jesus said to those Jews who
believed Him, “If you abide [continue, live] in My
word, you are My disciples indeed.”
John 15:9: As the Father loved Me, I also have
loved you: abide in My love.
Acts 14:21-22: And when they had preached the
gospel to that city and made many disciples, they
returned to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch, strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to
continue in the faith, and saying, “We must through
many tribulations enter into the kingdom of God.”
Colossians 1:23: . . . if indeed you continue in the
faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved
away from the hope of the gospel which you heard,
which was preached to every creature under heaven,
of which I, Paul, became a minister.
Colossians 4:2: Continue earnestly in prayer, being
vigilant in it with thanksgiving.
I Timothy 2:15: Nevertheless she will be saved in
childbearing if they continue in faith, love, and holiness, with self-control.
II Timothy 3:14: But as for you, continue in the
things which you have learned and been assured of,
knowing from whom you have learned them.
Hebrews 13:1: Let brotherly love continue.
I John 2:24: Therefore let that abide in you which
you heard from the beginning. If what you heard
from the beginning abides in you, you will also abide
in the Son and in the Father.

Our Everyday Challenge
This last verse brings us back to our earlier context. John
counsels that, if we abide in what we have heard in the
beginning of our conversion, we will continue in the
relationship with the Son and the Father. Here, then, is our
challenge once God calls us: to continue to the end the
conversion the Father and Son started in us, to transform
us into the image of what They already are.
Romans 10:10-17 reveals how we started on this
course through God’s calling:
(continued on page 18)
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“Be ready always to give an answer . . .” I Peter 3:15

What Does
“Examine Yourselves”
Mean?
“Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith.”
—II Corinthians 13:5

From time to time, it is desirable to examine or prove ourselves to know we are in

alignment with God’s mind and will. We check ourselves, as it were, to ensure that we are
walking worthy of our calling. Passover is only a short time away. As Christians, we need to
consider the self-examination process God’s Word says we should be undergoing as the
spring festivals approach.
The apostle Paul writes in I Corinthians 11:28-30:
But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For
he who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment to himself, not
discerning the Lord’s body. For this reason many are weak and sick among you, and
many sleep.

It is obvious that, because of the times in which we live, self-examination is necessary so
that we correct ourselves on a regular basis to make certain we continue to bring honor to
God and Christ. The apostle suggests that problems and trials, leading even to death, among
the members of the church may have their sources in our unexamined conduct.
Getting to Know You
In considering the process of examining our lives, one verse, also written by Paul to the
same congregation, expands on this concept, providing four areas for contemplation. Other
scriptures will help to provide God’s perspective on each point. The verse we need to
spotlight is II Corinthians 13:5:
Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Prove yourselves. Do you not
know yourselves that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you are disqualified.
As indicated, this scripture can be broken down into four major points:

8
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ONE: Examine yourselves
Paul advises in Galatians 6:3-4: “For if anyone thinks himself to be something, when he is
nothing, he deceives himself. But let each one examine his own work, and then he will have
rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another.” The Greek word for examine here is
dokîmázô, which means, according to Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament
Words, “‘to test, prove,’ with the expectation of approving.” It can also indicate “to discern”
or “to distinguish,” suggesting proving whether a thing is worthy or not.
The Living Bible adds clarity to Galatians 6:4: “Let everyone be sure that he is doing his
very best, for then he will have the personal satisfaction of work well done and won’t need
to compare himself with someone else.” We realize it is unwise to compare ourselves
with others (II Corinthians 10:12), but there is no need to compare ourselves with anyone
else if we seek God’s help in making the inner secrets of our hearts plain to us through
His Spirit! Then, we can work on changing what God reveals that He is concerned
about in us.
In other words, if we sincerely, with our whole hearts, ask Almighty God to make us
understand the depths of our beings, He is faithful to do it. It is then our responsibility to be
prepared to repent fully of what God makes plain to us. This is an easy process to describe,
but often hard to follow through on. Nevertheless, it is part of a continuing process in the life
of any Christian who wishes to draw closer to God; it is our work. We are required to exert
effort—sometimes a great deal of effort, even painful effort—to assure our entrance into
God’s Kingdom (see, for instance, Philippians 2:12; Colossians 1:23; II Peter 1:10-11). We
cannot leave this labor undone!

TWO: Do you not know yourselves?
We have all learned many things through trial and suffering over the years, but it has not
been all pain and agony. At various times, we have abounded with joy, contentment, peace,
and growth as well, and we should thank God who has engineered and authored these
blessings. However, beyond honestly identifying how far we have come, we also need to
recognize and acknowledge the stony parts that are still in us, repenting before God with our
whole hearts.
As Paul says in I Corinthians 6:19-20, “Or do you not know that your body is the temple
of the Holy Spirit which is in you, which you have from God, and you are not your own? For
you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are
God’s.” To paraphrase, do we not realize the magnitude of our relationship with God and the
obligation this puts us under to live every second as an example of God’s way of life? God’s
people are not ordinary in any sense!
Solomon writes in Proverbs 4:23, “Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it spring
the issues of life.” The heart, the mind, is the storehouse of our character. We must spend
time in meditation and in prayer asking for insight from God to reveal to us exactly who we
are—inside—where normally only God can see. We must implore Him for understanding
about who we really are right now in His eyes. We need this information to understand
properly our relationship with Him.
This is a solemn and sobering process, but it should not be something we fear. Still, we
must come to God in this process with humility and a heart ready to repent immediately of
flaws that He shows us. This process is not superficial by any means, but one designed to
reach to the very heart of our being.
Remember, God may be a consuming fire to His enemies (Hebrews 12:29), but to His
own children, He is a boundless provider and loving Father (Ephesians 3:14-21). He is quick
to forgive if we freely confess our sins to Him (I John 1:9).

THREE: [Do you not know] that Jesus Christ is in you?
Paul exhorts these same Corinthians:
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And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the
living God. As God has said: “I will dwell in them and walk among them. I will be their
God, and they shall be My people.” Therefore “Come out from among them and be
separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, and I will receive you.” “I will be a
Father to you, and you shall be My sons and daughters, says the LORD Almighty.”
Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of
the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. (II Corinthians 6:16–7:1)
Because we are God’s begotten children, we are special, but nothing of our own makes us
special. It is only God dwelling in us by His Spirit that separates us from others. But what a
difference that makes!
Jesus says in John 14:23, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will
love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him.” This should make us
think, “What kind of home am I providing for the Sovereign God and His glorified Son?” Our
desire to give God nothing to judge as unworthy of His presence should run the gamut from
our physical health to our most secret thoughts.
Clearly, every one of us falls short. But this is why Paul exhorts us to cleanse ourselves,
continually maturing in holiness in the fear of God. We are to scrub deeply out of deep
reverence for Him who dwells in us.

FOUR: Unless indeed you are disqualified
Disqualified (“reprobates” in the King James Version, Strong’s #1384: adókimos)
means, according to Vine’s, “not standing the test, rejected.” It suggests “unacceptable,”
“disapproved,” “unworthy,” “spurious,” “worthless,” “cast away.” This word’s meaning is
illustrated by the following verses:
Romans 1:28: And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave
them over to a debased [adókimon] mind, to do those things which are not fitting.
Titus 1:16: They profess to know God, but in works they deny Him, being abominable,
disobedient, and disqualified [adókimoi] for every good work.
Hebrews 6:7-8: For the earth which drinks in the rain that often comes upon it, and bears
herbs useful for those by whom it is cultivated, receives blessing from God; but if it bears
thorns and briars, it is rejected [adókimos] and near to being cursed, whose end is to be
burned.
Being disqualified or rejected is the opposite of having Jesus Christ dwell in us; it is being
unfit or unworthy of His presence in us. In other words, a disqualified person is cut off from
God! This is the worst possible outcome of a Christian’s life: to return to a life of sin and
have so much pride that he or she rejects salvation and all that comes with it! God’s Word
clearly shows that it can happen (see Hebrews 6:4-6; 10:26-31)!
Regular self-examination is a proven way to make sure that it does not happen to us!
Accentuate the Positive
God intends for us to discover the reality of our nature. Of course, it is impossible to
fathom it entirely, but we can and must come to grips with the potential for evil that
exists in every one of us. We must at least annually measure the extent that we have
overcome the evil in us and the sincerity of our commitment to our relationship with
God. As we examine ourselves this and every year, God expects us to prepare
ourselves as mature Christians to rededicate ourselves to Him afresh at Passover and
to put sin out of our lives diligently and actively, which is the lesson of the Days of
Unleavened Bread.
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As mentioned earlier, if we sincerely ask God in faith, He will reveal our inward, hidden
faults to us (see Psalm 19:12-13; 51:6; 139:23-24). It is important that we not be overly
discouraged by what He reveals. It is human nature. It has lived and grown within us for as
long as we have lived, and it takes long years to overcome its influence. In fact, we cannot
entirely escape it in this flesh, a compelling reason Christians long for the resurrection at the
return of Jesus Christ.
Rather than wallow in discouragement, we should channel our energies in eradicating its
power over our lives (see II Corinthians 7:9-11). Paul tells us in Romans 7:14-23 that, to his
shame and regret, he often did what he hated, sin, and conversely, he did not do what he
really wanted to do. Yet, the same apostle also writes in verse 25: “I thank God—[I am
delivered from my sinful flesh] through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then with the mind I
myself serve the law of God, but with the flesh the law of sin.” As long as we are “in the
flesh,” we will sin, but we must continually—daily—repent and ask God for help in fighting
our carnal nature.
God has promised the overcoming if we do our part. Although every imaginable wrong
influence in this age besets us, we must remember that God has promised to stick with us
and give us the help we need: “For He Himself has said, ‘I will never leave you nor forsake
you.’ So we may boldly say: ‘The LORD is my helper; I will not fear’” (Hebrews 13:5-6).
In Psalm 119:57-60, David intimates that it is a Christian’s obligation to turn again, day
after day and year after year, to God, saying:
You are my portion, O LORD; I have said [declared, promised] that I would keep Your
words. I entreated Your favor with my whole heart; be merciful to me according to Your
word. I thought about my ways, and turned my feet to Your testimonies. I made haste,
and did not delay to keep Your commandments.
By doing so, we will, due to God’s help, succeed in attaining eternal life.
As the Passover season approaches, we would do well to fast, dedicating a whole day to
searching the Scriptures and ourselves. We need to make sincere inquiry of God regarding
our sins and shortcomings, so that God will never need to reveal them to us in condemnation.
Let us recall I Corinthians 11:28-30:
But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread and drink of that cup. For
he who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment to himself, not
discerning the Lord’s body. For this reason many are weak and sick among you, and
many sleep.
Now notice verse 31: “For if we would judge ourselves, we would not [need to] be judged.”
Christ is the righteous Judge. He would much rather we judged ourselves and turned to
righteousness than have to point out our faults to us.
In II Timothy 4:7-8, Paul speaks of his life’s accomplishments. He knew he had run the
course of his life in a way that was “pleasing” to God. He described it this way:
I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Finally,
there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge,
will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His
appearing.
He is speaking about us!
We have no need to be discouraged at Passover time. It is our opportunity to reaffirm our
commitment to Almighty God and renew our dedication to putting on the new man. As James
says, sometimes we have not because we ask not (James 4:2). We need to ask God for a
clean heart before Him, as well as for hope, joy, peace, and a close, personal relationship
with Him and His Son.
—Greg Smith
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WHY ISRAEL?
PART ONE
Before and during the holy days, particularly the spring festivals, we frequently
delve into the story of the children of Israel. It is difficult to avoid since the
holy days rest upon the events of Israel’s history.
· Passover has its beginnings in the final plague on
the Egyptians, in which the Angel of Death slew the
firstborn of both Egypt and Israel unless the doorposts and lintels of their homes were smeared with
lamb’s blood. If the blood was there, the Angel would
“pass over” that dwelling.
· The Days of Unleavened Bread commemorate
Israel being freed from their bondage and leaving
Egypt, striking out into the wilderness for the Promised Land. The time constraints were such that they
left without allowing their dough to rise. Unleavened
bread became a symbol of a life of freedom, unencumbered by the corruption of sin.
· Pentecost, too, has a traditional historical tie-in, as
being the day God gave His law to Israel on Mount
Sinai. While this cannot be scripturally verified, the
giving of the law in Exodus 20 provides a necessary
complement to the giving of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2,
another Pentecost.

Of course, Israel’s history is not confined to the events
that occurred on holy days. The Bible records the high and
low points of Jacob’s descendants for nearly two thousand
years—from the progenitors of the Twelve Tribes themselves to the Jews of Palestine during the days of the
apostles. The Old Testament details Israel’s invasion of
the Promised Land, the tumultuous period of the judges,
the rise of an Israelite monarchy, the division into two
kingdoms, the decline and fall of both Israel and Judah, and
the return of the Judean exiles from Babylon. The New
Testament picks up the story during Herod the Great’s
grisly reign and takes it through Rome’s destruction of
Jerusalem and the Diaspora of the Jews.
God’s Word provides an account of one people, descen12
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dants of one man. It paints a picture of a nation that has
short peaks of goodness when they have righteous leaders,
long downslides in which they flirt with or plunge into
paganism, painful and violent falls, and a proclivity for
landing themselves in captivity. There is a great deal to be
learned from all of this, and God in His wisdom has left this
record for our learning (Romans 15:4; I Corinthians 10:11).
Yet, in Matthew 21:42-43, Jesus says to the leaders of
the Jews:
Did you never read in the Scriptures: “The stone
which the builders rejected has become the chief
cornerstone. This was the LORD’S doing, and it is
marvelous in our eyes”? Therefore I say to you, the
kingdom of God will be taken from you and given to a
nation bearing the fruits of it.
Essentially, Jesus tells them that Israel had had its
chance but had failed miserably. He would now create a
nation that would be worthy of entering His Kingdom, a
people who would produce the fruits that prove they would
follow His laws and keep His covenant. This is similar to
what He, as the God of the Old Testament, had said to
ancient Israel in II Kings 17, Isaiah 50, Jeremiah 3, Ezekiel
16, and Hosea 2, where He declares He was putting them
away. No longer would He be Israel’s Husband.
So, if God has rejected the children of Israel, what was
their purpose? Was Israel God’s failed trial run at ruling
humans, or was there something more to it? Why did God
choose Israel? What makes Israel so special? Where does
Israel fit in the grand scheme of God’s plan?
GOOD FROM BAD

We will begin to answer these questions with some good
news. Paul writes in Romans 11:26-32:

And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: “The
Deliverer will come out of Zion, and He will turn
away ungodliness from Jacob; for this is My covenant with them, when I take away their sins.”
Concerning the gospel they are enemies for your
sake, but concerning the election they are beloved for
the sake of the fathers. For the gifts and the calling
of God are irrevocable. For as you were once disobedient to God, yet have now obtained mercy through
their disobedience, even so these also have now been
disobedient, that through the mercy shown you they
also may obtain mercy. For God has committed them
all to disobedience, that He might have mercy on all.
The good news comes in two parts. First, God has not
put Israel so far away that it has no hope of salvation. Paul
says plainly, “So all Israel will be saved.” He is very
positive that the vast majority of Israelites will enter God’s
Kingdom. Peter says in II Peter 3:9 that God “is not willing
that any should perish but that all [all humanity, including
Israel] should come to repentance.”
Second, because of what Israel experienced—and yes,
because they failed—the called of God, Christians, have
been given the opportunity for salvation now as the
firstfruits. God knew all along that Israel would fail; it was
part of His plan to create a historical record of a physical
people attempting to keep His covenant. Among other
things, He desired a people—Israel—to show His begotten children the absolute futility of life without Him, even
if it is lived under the best circumstances.
God loves Israel, so He did not commit them to eternal
disobedience and condemnation. Very few of them have
lost their opportunity for salvation. He has simply put them
aside for the time being. Other places in the Bible explain
that God will open salvation to them later, when conditions
will be even better for them (see Ezekiel 37:1-14; Revelation 20:12-13). As Paul says in Romans 11:31, the salvation
of Christians will eventually work out for the benefit of
the Israelites: They will also obtain mercy (see also verses
11-15, 23-25).
Nevertheless, due to their being “broken off” from the
vine (verse 17), a place has been made for others to be
“grafted in.” We should note that the vine’s roots and
trunk, as it were, were never rejected—just some of the
branches. This means that God’s Kingdom is still in large
part an Israelite Kingdom! It is still rooted in the Patriarchs, the prophets, the teachings and promises, the house
of David, the Twelve Tribes, and the most important of all
Israelites, Jesus Christ of Nazareth.
No, Israel, though blinded to God’s way for now,
remains a vital part of God’s plan of salvation!
UNIVERSAL BLESSING IN ABRAHAM

To understand fully what God has done, it is necessary to
go back to the beginning to see His purposes in choosing
Israel. Israel’s beginning occurs, not with Jacob, but with
the calling of Abraham in Genesis 12:1-3:

Now the LORD had said to Abram: “Get out of your
country, from your family and from your father’s
house, to a land that I will show you. I will make you
a great nation; I will bless you and make your name
great; and you shall be a blessing. I will bless those
who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you;
and in you all the families of the earth shall be
blessed.”
God’s final remark in verse 3 is the most fundamental
reason God chose Abraham, and thus Israel and his
descendants: to bless mankind in the Person of Jesus
Christ. Christ is the center, the focus, of everything. He is
the end or the goal of the law (Romans 10:4), the One
toward whom the whole Old Testament was written
(Galatians 3:24; see Luke 24:44). As Paul puts it, to us He
“is all and in all” (Colossians 3:11; see Ephesians 1:23).
Physically, Jesus had to descend from some line of
humanity. Abraham, who was himself descended from
those who had been faithful to God in earlier times,
possessed special qualities that pleased Him. Therefore,
He chose Abraham and his family, which later became
known as Israel, to work through to bring the wonderful
blessing of salvation to all mankind. God says of him:
For I have known him, in order that he may command
his children and his household after him, that they
keep the way of the LORD, to do righteousness and
justice, that the LORD may bring to Abraham what He
has spoken to him. (Genesis 18:19)
This man had a special relationship with God: He knew
God, and God knew him. God says He had worked with
Abraham to bring out the qualities that would allow the
patriarch to command his descendants so that they would
keep the way of the Lord. In other words, Abraham had
such a force of godly character that he would pass down
to his descendants an affinity for God’s way (see the
principle in Exodus 20:6). In Abraham, God created a
people who had a special link to Him. God knew that, for
the purpose He was working out, Abraham was the best
candidate, later called “the father of us all” in the faith
(Romans 4:16), from whom to build a model nation with
certain desired qualities.
We should be careful not to take this idea too far.
Abraham was not perfect; he sinned and his story reveals
that he had to grow a great deal. Nevertheless, he was the
only person whom God ever asked to sacrifice his only
son, just as He did. If nothing else, this puts him at least
one rung above the rest of us. Beyond that, his righteousness does not make his descendants one whit better than
other people of the earth. Their prime advantage lies in
the fact that, since God had a close relationship with
Abraham, they hold a special place in God’s heart (see
Deuteronomy 7:7-8).
This is the beginning of Israel. For His purposes, and to
produce an eventual blessing for all nations, God started
with the best clay that He could mold.
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Why Israel?

GOD’S PURPOSES

The events of Exodus 19 occur after the Israelites left
Egypt more than four centuries later, just before God
proposes His covenant with Israel. He sets out some
reasons for doing so.
You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I
bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to Myself.
Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and
keep My covenant, then you shall be a special treasure
to Me above all people; for all the earth is Mine. And you
shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.
(Exodus 19:4-6)
This could be called the preface to the Old Covenant, as it
presents in stark terms what the covenant is about. He lists
its three main facets:
1. They were to obey His commands and keep His
covenant. Recall that God chose Abraham because
he would teach his children how to keep His way.
The covenant set out the terms for their doing this.
This was the Israelites’ primary responsibility under
the agreement.
2. They were to be a special treasure to Him—a people
unlike all others in their relationship to God. The
Israelites were to submit to God, and He in turn would
help them, blessing and protecting them as only the
great Creator God could. Thus, the covenant contained reciprocal responsibilities and benefits.
3. They were to be a kingdom of priests and a holy
nation. This implies two additional concepts:
a. As a kingdom of priests, they were to fill the role
of mediator or liaison between God and the other
peoples of the earth. Just as He would work
through the Levitical priesthood to the children of
Israel, God would work through the people of
Israel to the rest of the world.
b. As a holy nation, they would be set apart or separate
from all other nations. He would require of them,
as the people with and through whom He would
work, that they be different, a cut above, of a
higher standard. They had a responsibility to be a
model for the Gentiles to observe and emulate.

Another major purpose, with some overlap to these,
appears in Jeremiah 33:14-18:
“Behold, the days are coming,” says the LORD, “that
I will perform that good thing which I have promised
to the house of Israel and to the house of Judah: In
14
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those days and at that time I will cause to grow up to
David a Branch of righteousness; He shall execute
judgment and righteousness in the earth. In those
days Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem will dwell
safely. And this is the name by which she will be
called: THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.” For
thus says the LORD: “David shall never lack a man to
sit on the throne of the house of Israel; nor shall the
priests, the Levites, lack a man to offer burnt offerings before Me, to kindle grain offerings, and to
sacrifice continually.”
This passage’s main ideas are that, first, God’s plan is
focused on Israel through the fulfillment of the promises,
and second, that the Israelites are thus God’s primary
agents for bringing His plan to pass, particularly the house
of David and its greatest scion, Jesus of Nazareth. God
will sometimes use Gentiles, but he predominantly employs Israelites to drive affairs along in His plan.
PUSHING THE NATIONS

As mentioned previously, the central focus of the Old
Testament is to chronicle the events that brought the world
to the point that God in the flesh, the Christ, could be born.
Obviously, the Israelites were instrumental in all of those
events. However, it goes beyond intra-Israelite affairs. As
sovereign over all, God maneuvers Israel into positions to
prod history in the way He wants it to unfold. In ancient
times, nearly every world empire had to deal with Israel or
Judah at some point, and those dealings played significant
roles in the development of God’s plan.
For instance, when Jacob moved to live in Goshen,
because of Joseph’s governance, Egypt was well on its
way to becoming its era’s superpower, and Israelite labor
built it into one. When the Israelites left, after God’s ten
plagues had devastated Egypt, the land of the Pharaohs
became vulnerable, and it took several generations to
reclaim empire status. During those years of Egyptian
weakness, Israel had time to establish itself in the Promised Land.
Centuries later, Babylon wrestled with Egypt over
Judah, finally destroying Jerusalem in 585 BC and taking
many Jews into captivity. Besides the part played by
Daniel, a Jew, in the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, the fall of
Babylon, and the rise of Medo-Persia, the entire succession of events and empires set up conditions that were
necessary to prevail for Jesus to be born in Judea according to biblical prophecy. These include, among many
others, the building of a Temple, the settlement of Galilee
by Jews, the overlordship of Judea by Rome, and a
maniacal local king like Herod.
Despite having consigned Israel to disobedience, God
has continued to use Israel and Judah to move along events
in His plan. In fulfillment of His promises of prosperity and
(continued on page 18)

Part Two
Last month, we explored the definition of proselytism. We
also reviewed the theory and practice of proselytism
during the Old and New Testament periods. We concluded
by turning our attention to the modern era, noting that
reasonable proselytism is protected by international law,
as it has developed over the past half-century or so. In Part
Two, we will look at the actual practice of proselytism (or
evangelism) in today’s world.
Maybe the old adage is true after all: Laws are made to
be broken. At least, man’s laws! No better example of
man’s flagrant violation of the letter and spirit of his own
law exists than in the area of proselytism. There exists an
enormous disconnect between human rights law and practice when it comes to religious proselytism.

Proselytism in Practice Today
Three forces have come to work against proselytism in
today’s world.
1. Non-Western, non-Christian religious leaders often
view Western religions, whether Protestant, Catholic, or cultish (Mormon, Jehovah Witness, etc.) as a
threat to local and traditional religion. This nativist,
even nationalist, response to Western missionary
efforts mirrors the anti-globalization, anti-Western
attitudes of many leaders in developing and Third
World nations. These (often fundamentalist) leaders
view Western religion in the same way they respond
to Western-style clothing, entertainment, and music,
all of which they perceive as destructive and corrupting influences on local, indigenous culture. So, the
Taliban outlawed all types of proselytism, as has the
Sudanese leadership. It is the “boil the missionary in
the big black pot” mentality.
Lawrence Uzzell (“Don’t Call It Proselytism,” First
Things, October 2004, p. 14) mentions a number of
examples of this sort of anti-proselytism stance. The
1911 Turkish Constitution, for instance, outlaws proselytism, without even going to the trouble of defining it.
A more recent example is the case of the Jehovah’s
Witnesses in Russia. In April 2004, a Moscow court
banned all religious activities of this confession. The

prosecutor alleged that Witnesses “incite inter-religious
conflict,” pointing out that “their publications claim
that their religion is true and that others are false.”
(What would he expect their literature to say?) Further,
he argued that their devotion to evangelism leaves
them “no time . . . for fulfilling family obligations, useful
labor, family communication, recreation together and
self-improvement.” The ban effectively stops them
from any form of worship, even in private homes.
Here is an instance of religious persecution supposedly stemming from a group’s perceived overemphasis on evangelism. Notice, incidentally, the state’s
insincere concern for the peoples’ family life and
“self-improvement”—as if we are gullible enough to
believe any Russian court cared about such things!
The real issue is the insecurity the hide-bound Russian Orthodox Patriarchate feels over the fast-paced
growth of a Western sect.
This kind of fear of outsiders has led some religionists to claim “canonical territory,” which is but an
extension of the notion of territorial imperative. Canonical territory theory holds that religions can come
to own a particular geographical area because it is
inhabited by people whose “faith has deep roots and
historical legitimacy.” The logical conclusion of the
theory is that such territory should be “off-limits” to
missionary activity by other religions. In reality, such
“land grabs” typically have ethnic boundaries rather
than geographic ones. If a person is Polish, anywhere, he should be Roman Catholic; if Egyptian,
then Muslim; if Tibetan, then Buddhist; and so on.
Canonical territory theory is just another attempt
of self-serving leaders to grant themselves protection in the marketplace of ideas. After all, if university professors enjoy the security of tenure, why
should the established religious leadership not have
its protected bailiwick? Old-line religious leaders do
not like angst, and nothing is more angst-generating
in them than successful proselytism by outside—and
more vigorous—religious organizations, like the
Jehovah’s Witnesses in Russia.
As protectionism, canonical territory is as dangerous as it is transparent. It would effectively lock a
person into the religion of his parents, no matter how
distasteful it might come to be to that individual. It is
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a bald-faced attempt to nullify Article 18 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
2. Uzzell cites another force that arrays itself against
proselytism: the leaders of failed (or failing) Protestant
churches in the Western world. Many of these “mainstream,” and “old-line” groups have lost membership
(measured in double-digit percentage points) to more
vigorous Pentecostal faiths in the last two or three
decades. It is no wonder that the World Counsel of
Churches, a highly liberal organization that speaks
for these dying denominations, has come to call
proselytism a “corruption of Christian witness” that
uses “cajolery, bribery, undue pressure, or intimidation,
subtly or openly, to boring about seeming conversion.”
These people view proselytism as “sheep stealing.”
3. The third force organized against proselytism is the
secular (and atheist) elite in postmodern America
and Europe. These dyed-in-the-wool relativists cannot admit that one value or belief system is superior
to another. Uzzell notes their “need . . . for psychological defenses and social barriers against those
who would vigorously advocate eternal truths.” These
elites, he continues,
are uncomfortable with ultimate questions and
with theological answers to those questions.
They wish to avoid not only answering such
questions but even hearing them asked. If possible, they would like to do with the whole of
society what they have already done to the
public school systems: turn it into a “religionfree-zone” undisturbed by prophets and saints
or even by the memory of them. Along with
other new rules, this means a new etiquette, in
which religious believers must scrupulously refrain from “offending” unbelievers.
One can at least appreciate—although certainly
not defend—the motives of non-Western traditionalists on one end of the political spectrum and old-line
Protestant liberals on its other end. Both groups, opposites in so many ways, really share the same motive:
the defense of their turf. They are understandably
insecure at losing ground economically and socially to
more energetic, more motivated confessions.
None, however, can sympathize even slightly with
the motives and doctrine of the secular elite in
America today. These are the ultimate hypocrites
of our time. While they claim to be “defenders of
robust intellectual freedom,” they in fact seek “selective protectionism in the market place of ideas.”
Hypocrites!
They do not care what religious individual they
may offend with their blasphemous ideas, but they
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would deny to that same person the right to speak for
absolute standards. Among these are those in Canada
who criminalized as “hate speech” the use of Scripture condemning sexual perversion. Hypocrites!
They do not hesitate to proselytize others to “buy
abortion” or “buy evolution,” while at the same time
ridiculing as superstitious and irrational those who would
advocate that others “buy abstinence” (rather than
condoms) in the fight against HIV/AIDS. Hypocrites!
They use their position as controllers of the media
to organize the marketplace of ideas such that, to use
the illustration from Part One, Jaguars® get big press,
but Buicks® remain far from the traffic-generating
popcorn machine, marginalized.
Who in God’s church can have any involvement
with their sort?
In sum, a gigantic gap exists between the international
protections of proselytism and its current practice. This is
true in postmodern cultures (limited to Japan, Germany,
and the nations of Israel), modern cultures (as Brazil,
South Korea, and Saudi Arabia), developing cultures (as
China, India, and Mexico), and backwater/failing cultures
(as Afghanistan, Zimbabwe, and the Sudan).
In all fairness, however, this failure to live up to the
standards of international law is not only the fault of actors
who have something to lose to proselytism. Those who
practice proselytism today bear part of the blame.
Many are not too scrupulous! Not a few are just plain
charlatans. Some, for instance, offer food to the poor only
after potential converts sit through a religious service.
Some groups offer educational benefits only to those who
convert, or to the children of those who convert. Others
“bribe” folk into converting by promising better jobs or
protection from government officials. In a few egregious
cases, prospective converts are actually kidnapped and
psychologically “programmed” to accept a new religion.

Conclusion: The Future of Proselytism
More than most, readers of the King James Version of
God’s Word know that language changes. How different
is the meaning of the verb prevent today from its meaning
in I Thessalonians 4:15! How the definition of the noun
conversation has changed from its early seventeenthcentury usage, as in I Peter 1:15!
Such is the case with the word proselytism. Originally,
proselytism was a non-verbal—and almost automatic—
activity. It was the natural spin-off of Joe Israelite’s
adherence to the principles of God’s law. Proselytism was
a result of living God’s way of life, of being a good
example. One became a light in a dark world. Gentiles
would surely see the good fruits of obedience and say,
“Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the
house of the God of Jacob; He will teach us His ways, and
we shall walk in His paths” (Isaiah 2:3).

Isaiah speaks prophetically of “the latter days [when]
the mountain of the LORD’S house shall be established on
the top of the mountains” (verse 2). Proselytism by
example will be the norm in the Millennium, just as it was
when God ruled the children of Israel. Non-verbal, example-driven proselytism will be a good thing then, just as
it was in Moses’ day.
Today, it is not seen as a good thing. Many in the world
perceive proselytism as a murky activity connected with
religious fraud, deception, and cultural corruption. Uzzell is
surely correct in contending that “no missionary organization today” would self-describe its activities with the term
“proselytism.” For example, the Catholic Church officially
describes proselytism as “the use of unworthy means to
attract members of other churches or even unchurched
persons to their fold.” No wonder Uzzell concludes: “Its
connotation is almost always negative, even sinister.”
However, the Millennium will bring change again. The
time is coming when the Gentiles will see the good works
produced in Israel and will praise God. Cultural and moral
relativism will become passé, as Gentiles observe the example of Israel, repent, and turn to the superior lifestyle of
Israel’s God.
It will take time. Yet, even with all the time in the
Millennium, not all will repent, for proselytism does have
its limits, as the prophet points out in Ezekiel 38. There,
Gog and her allies see Israel’s Millennial “unwalled villages,” her “peaceful people, who dwell safely” (verse 11).
However, they do not come to God’s mountain with the

intention of learning how to walk in His paths. Rather, they
come against God’s people “like a cloud, to cover the land”
(verse 16), coveting with intention to plunder.
Israel’s example, as outstanding as it will then be, will
not faze Gog and his confederates. Seeing Israel will only
make these people more insatiably lustful of her wealth.
Ezekiel relates God’s response in verses 22-23:
And I will bring him to judgment with pestilence and
bloodshed; I will rain down on him, on his troops, and
on the many peoples who are with him, flooding rain,
great hailstones, fire, and brimstone. Thus I will
magnify Myself and sanctify Myself, and I will be
known in the eyes of many nations. Then they shall
know that I am the LORD.
Yes, even God’s form of proselytism, the non-verbal
proselytism of example, has its limits. When the example
of His people fails, when men become so stubborn, so
incorrigible, that they will not allow themselves to be
swayed by the witness of His lifestyle, He Himself will
intervene in judgment.
But that will happen only “after many days” (verse 8).
For now, ours is the responsibility to follow the command of
Christ as recorded in Matthew 5:16. Proselytize by example.
This is an active proselytism that involves letting our light
ever shine. Christ affirms that people will see our good
works. And eventually, many will come to glorify God.
—Charles Whitaker

Proselytism’s Code of Ethics
In today’s world, where God’s Word is no longer taken as the standard for proper behavior, man
formulates his own rules of conduct. Codes of ethics are turning up everywhere—a byproduct of
mankind’s taking of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. Thus, it should not surprise us when
we run across a code of ethics for missionary groups. Indeed, B. B. Beach, (see his articles at
www.irla.org) has devised such a code.
The basic rule: When evangelizing, remain sensitive to “cultural customs” of the target audience. Does
that mean “putting your best foot forward” when the target audience is made of up cannibals?
Specifically Beach warns missionaries that they should not:
·

Exploit or take advantage of poor, vulnerable
segments of the population

·

Use pejorative terminology (such as “image
worshippers,” “the harlot of Babylon,” “apostate religion,” “sect,” “cult”)

·

Knowingly make false or questionable claims
of miraculous healings or interventions

·

Pressure people unduly to abandon the religion of their fathers, risking injury to their
religious feelings

·

Knowingly spread false information regard-

ing the teachings of other religions or ridiculing their beliefs, practices, and/or origins
·

Offer financial or other material inducements or
educational benefits in order to “convert” people

·

Accuse large majority churches of having no
spiritual or missionary life

·

Incite hatred, internecine strife, and antagonistic competition

·

Use coercive or manipulative methods of evangelism to get church members, including certain advertising that preys on human gullibility
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Why Israel?

(continued from page 14)

power to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, He has allowed the
descendants of Joseph, particularly, to rise into great
nations (see Genesis 48:15-20; 49:22-26; Deuteronomy
33:13-17), and with their might and influence, the nations
of Joseph have pushed other peoples of the world here and
there to accomplish incremental steps in God’s plan.
Perhaps most conspicuously, the tiny State of Israel,
peopled in large part by the descendants of Judah, wields
a disproportionate influence in world affairs. Even now, all
eyes remain drawn to its ongoing squabble with the
descendants of Ishmael and Esau, and the Bible predicts

personal

Communication and Leaving Babylon

(continued from page 7)

For with the heart one believes unto righteousness,
and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. For the Scripture says, “Whoever believes on
Him will not be put to shame.” For there is no
distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same
Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him. For
“whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be
saved.” How then shall they call on Him in whom
they have not believed? And how shall they believe
in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall
they hear without a preacher? And how shall they
preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How
beautiful are the feet of those who preach the
gospel of peace, who bring glad tidings of good
things!” But they have not all obeyed the gospel.
For Isaiah says, “Lord who has believed our report?”
So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the
word of God.
God communicated to us a message using a human
voice. For most of us, the voice was Herbert W.
Armstrong’s. It is not that he was so important, but he was
the one God used to bear the message to those He
intended to call to establish His church at the end time. It
was what God did that was so important. Even though
they did not know it at that time, He communicated
directly with those called, beginning a personal relationship. A measure of responsibility for maintaining the
relationship falls upon us to continue the communication
afforded by direct access to Him.
At this point, prayer, Bible study, meditation, occasional fasting, and consistent obedience come to the fore.
These are all ingredients of communication essential to a
vibrant relationship based on faith, hope, and love with the
very greatest of Beings, our Creator and Savior.
John writes in I John 2:17, “And the world is passing
away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God
18
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that Jerusalem will continue to be “a cup of drunkenness”
and “a very heavy stone for all peoples” right through the
time of the end (Zechariah 12:2-3). God says, “In that day
I will make the governors of Judah like a firepan in the
woodpile, and like a fiery torch in the sheaves; they shall
devour all the surrounding peoples, . . . but Jerusalem shall
be inhabited again in her own place” (verse 6). This is
exactly what is happening as God works out matters to
prepare for His Son’s second coming in power and great
glory to establish His Kingdom on earth.
[TO BE CONTINUED]
—Richard T. Ritenbaugh

abides forever.” Communications from this world are all
around us. They are an almost constant, insistent drumbeat, urging us to act and react in carnal ways, stirring our
tempers to offend or be offended, as though we are so
important that such should not be done to us.
These communications move us to sin by motivating
twisted reasoning to the point that we convince ourselves
that we are justified in killing, stealing, lying, or committing
fornication. It fills us with pride, conceit, competitiveness,
and self-righteousness, providing a seemingly solid justification for any sort of sin. It makes vanities seem so
important that we have to pursue them.
As the apostle John says, obeying God’s will is what
matters. In order to be able to make the right choices, it
is essential to have God’s communication of truth. That
communication will come either through His written Word
or from a direct communication by thought transference
due to our personal relationship with Him.
Because we live in pressure-packed but distracting
times, it has never been more essential to protect ourselves from the evil communication permeating this world
by following Paul’s counsel in Romans 13:11-14:
And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high
time to awake out of sleep; for our salvation is
nearer than when we first believed. The night is far
spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the
works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of
light. Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in
revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust,
not in strife and envy. But put on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill
its lusts.
In Christian love,

WORLDWATCH

The Culture War and the Cartoon Ruckus
As discussed in “Fiddling While Europe Burns” (Forerunner, November 2005), the current social unrest in Europe is
caused by the slow collision between a culture roughly
based on the Koran and one roughly based on the Bible—
between Islam and Christendom. Whether or not the cultural
clash is violent, friction and tension are ever-present, waiting for something to spark a conflagration. Sometimes,
though, a spark that would normally die on its own is
intentionally inflamed. This seems to be the case with the
recent firestorm over the satirical cartoons of the Islamic
prophet Mohammed.
In September 2005, a minor Danish paper, JyllandsPosten, published twelve cartoon drawings of Mohammed.
These ranged from benign—Mohammed leading a donkey—to more pointed—Mohammed with a lit bomb in his
turban. The newspaper was illustrating that European artists fear reprisal for negatively depicting Islam in general
and Mohammed in particular, especially with the murder of
Dutch filmmaker Theo van Gogh—killed for a short artistic
film on the mistreatment of women in Islam—occurring just
over a year ago.
But, notes Stratfor’s George Friedman, this is where the
oddity begins:

NEWS AND TRENDS

The cartoons actually were published in September,
and—though they drew some complaints, even at the
diplomatic level—didn’t come close to sparking riots.
Events unfolded slowly: The objections of a Muslim
cleric in Denmark upon the initial publication by
Jyllands-Posten eventually prompted leaders of the
Islamic Faith Community to travel to Egypt, Syria and
Lebanon in December, purposely “to stir up attitudes
against Denmark and the Danes” in response to the
cartoons. As is now obvious, attitudes have certainly
been stirred. (“The Cartoon Backlash: Redefining
Alignments,” Stratfor Geopolitical Intelligence Report, February 7, 2006; emphasis added.)
The initial reaction to the cartoons was mild and certainly
non-violent. That it took five months for anything substantial to happen points to a deliberate encouragement of rage
and offense within the Muslim world. For example, the nearsimultaneous embassy burnings in Damascus, Syria, and
Beirut, Lebanon, were ostensibly spontaneous, yet more
likely, Syria’s al Assad regime gave its implicit approval, if
not outright encouragement. Syria is a police state. Demonstrations do not occur without government sanction.
Security forces strategically prevented protestors from
storming the U.S. and French embassies, while letting them
burn the Danish and Norwegian embassies. The regime,
while willing to push some nations’ buttons, knows what
would be going too far. Further, the “spontaneous”
demonstration in Beirut consisted of 20,000 protestors
arriving by bus, all waving identical, pre-printed signs.
These events, along with similar ones in Iran, prompted U.S.
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice to accuse Iran and
Syria of deliberately seizing on the dispute to incite
violence. She said Iran and Syria have “gone out of their

way to inflame sentiment and to use this to their own
purposes.”
Also telling is that, while there have been demonstrations and even death threats within Europe, the violence and
destruction—EU office burnings in the Gaza Strip; European embassy burnings in Syria and Lebanon; shootings of
protestors by police in Afghanistan; and burnings in Pakistan of the four-star Ambassador Hotel, two banks, a Kentucky Fried Chicken franchise and the regional office of a
Norwegian cell phone company, as well as the damaging of
a McDonald’s, Pizza Hut, and Holiday Inn—has taken place
exclusively within Islamic nations. What began as a diplomatic and religious squabble over some cartoons within
Europe has been fanned into mobs outside Europe targeting
almost any symbol of the West. That protestors are chanting not only “Death to Denmark!” but also “Death to
America!” and “Death to Israel!” shows that the offense
over the cartoons is a pretense, and the underlying rage and
hostility are against far more than just tiny Denmark. Denmark, Friedman observes, has made a national religion of not
being offensive to anyone. The larger target of outrage is the
West, and it seems to suit various Islamic groups—and
even governments—to keep this stirred up.
The differences between the November Paris riots and
the cartoon uproar are substantial. While both began over
seemingly minor events, the similarities end there. In Paris,
the riots were spontaneous, and involved burning and
mayhem in immigrant enclaves. Within Europe, and especially France, the whole issue was essentially dismissed as
the fault of the French government for failing to integrate the
immigrant—Islamic—populations. More and better governmental efforts were the prescription of choice.
Reactions to the cartoons, however, have built slowly,
requiring a measure of encouragement from various parties.
The violence has occurred outside Europe, and hostility has
been displayed toward numerous Western nations. The
most significant difference may be that, rather than capitulating to the Islamists’ desires, a number of European politicians have stood their ground, maintaining that the Western
value of freedom of speech will not be subjugated to religious sensitivity. Significantly, too, the cartoon crisis has
narrowed the divide between the U.S. and Europe as nothing
else has recently. Suddenly, Europe is faced with the failure
of multiculturalism, nudging it ever so slightly toward President Bush’s stance.
George Friedman summarizes the situation:
The controversy over the cartoons involves issues so
fundamental to the two sides that neither can give in.
The Muslims cannot accept visual satire involving
the Prophet. Nor can the Europeans accept that Muslims can, using the threat of force, dictate what can be
published. Core values are at stake, and that translates into geopolitics.
As these two civilizations continue to provoke each
other, the stakes will continue to rise.
—David C. Grabbe
FORERUNNER

19

B ible Study

The Parables of Matthew 13

Part Five: The Parable of the Leaven
In Matthew 13, we see how Jesus Christ used parables to foretell certain situations that would affect God’s
church down through the centuries until His second coming. In the Parable of the Mustard Seed, He forecasts
that the church would begin small and that evil, outside adversaries would try to subvert it from within. In
the Parable of the Leaven (Matthew 13:33; Luke 13:20-21), He forewarns of internal doctrinal distortions.
Matthew 13’s first four parables, which are in two pairs, all consistently reveal the church’s future
progress: In the Parable of the Sower, God’s Word is rejected. In the Wheat and Tares, God’s work is opposed.
In the Mustard Seed, attempts are made to thwart God’s plan. In the Parable of the Leaven, God’s doctrines
are corrupted. This parable has three specific but interlocking parts; the leaven, the woman, and the meal.

· · · · · · ·
1. What does leaven represent? Matthew 13:33; Luke 13:21.
COMMENT: Physically, leaven is a lump of old dough in a high
state of fermentation, or a substance that causes dough to
rise (yeast). A natural reason for leaven’s negative symbolism is the idea that fermentation implies a process of corruption. In the Old Testament, it is generally symbolic of sin
and evil. In every instance that leaven appears in the Bible,
it represents evil; the only exception, some say, is Jesus’
use of leaven in this parable. Knowing its Old Testament
significance, however, He would have used the symbol in
the same way.
While some commentaries interpret this parable as depicting the spreading influence of the gospel, such explanations
go against Jesus’ use of this symbol. He uses it to refer to the
evil doctrine of the Pharisees, the Sadducees, and Herod
(Matthew 16:6-12; Mark 8:15), and this could easily apply to
later corruptions of doctrine by those who place more importance on the traditions of men than on the Word of God.
Paul uses leavening as a type of sin in its development
(I Corinthians 5:6-8). His reference to Christ’s sinless sacrifice, and his statement that believers, as such, are unleavened shows the typical significance of leaven. In Galatians
5:7-9, its diffusive quality describes the harmful effects of false
doctrine. He calls leaven a persuasion, something that exerts
a powerful and moving influence, which hinders people from
obeying the truth. Such a thing, he declares, is not from Him
who calls us.
In the parable, the leaven alone is not what relates to the
kingdom, but the entire concept in the parable, the progress
of the church in history. The leaven is hidden in the meal,
representing the way Satan subtly strikes against the truth.
Leaven is symbolic of things that disintegrate, break up,
and corrupt. The leaven of the Pharisees was hypocritical
formality. That of the Sadducees was skepticism. Herod’s
was of shameful self-indulgence in worldly desires. The
leaven of those who have distorted doctrine down through
the ages has been greed, pride, control, and worldly desires.
2. What does the woman represent? Same verses.
COMMENT: Whenever we find the symbol of a woman in the
Bible, she represents a system of beliefs and practices that
influence other people. Nations or political groups and

religions or churches have specific unique beliefs. All
human-based belief systems go contrary to God because
“the carnal mind is enmity against God” (Romans 8:7). What
the woman does and how she acts determines what belief
system she is representing.
The woman in the parable takes leaven and hides it in the
meal (Matthew 13:33). Hid is translated from the Greek word
enkrupto, from which comes the English word “encrypt.”
The root word, krupto, means “to conceal” or “to keep secret.”
Hence, this woman is surreptitiously placing the leaven of
false doctrine in the church. She is an opponent of Christ and
infuses His church with corrupting ideas. Elsewhere she is
called “Wickedness” (Zechariah 5:7-8), “Jezebel” (Revelation 2:20), and the “great harlot” (Revelation 17:1).
3. What are the three measures of meal? Same verses.
COMMENT: Three measures of meal would be a huge amount
even for a large family—perhaps as much as is needed to
make about a dozen loaves of bread. More importantly, most
of the Jews listening to Jesus would have recognized the
three measures of meal (an ephah) as the meal or grain
offering (Leviticus 2). This offering was never allowed to
contain leaven (Leviticus 2:5). The meal offering represents
the offerer’s service and loyalty to his fellowman and is
typified in how Jesus Christ offered himself in service to
mankind (Matthew 20:25-28). It portrays the second great
commandment of Matthew 22:36-39: love of our fellow
human beings. Thus, the three measures of meal represent
love, service, and loyalty to others, specifically our brethren
in the church.
Jesus warns in this parable that false doctrines would be
infused by stealth into the church, and these evil beliefs
would corrupt, erode, and destroy relationships. If the
false doctrines are allowed to grow, affection and loving
concern in service to one another are thwarted. The phrase
“till all was leavened” is a sobering indication that the
church would be plagued by insensitive, uncaring, selfabsorbed, self-centered attitudes that would spread
through the church just as leaven spreads through bread
dough. The apostle Paul tells us “through love serve one
another” (Galatians 5:13), which is an antidote to the woman’s
devious subterfuge.

