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society, from the grievous horror of
abortion to the astonishingly high
frequency of murder and suicide. Beyond
these, humanity must also face the
specters of terrorism and war. God’s law
covers all of these sins and more in the
sixth commandment. Until mankind
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character, there will never be peace.
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personal from John W. Ritenbaugh

No commandment shows the effect of sin more
immediately than the breaking of the sixth. With
other sins, there may be a delay between the act
and a visible result, but when the sixth command-
ment is broken, the loss of the person’s life and his
separation from relationships make the fruit of this
sin very apparent. Romans 3:23 confirms that all
have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. To
that, Romans 6:23 adds an exclamation point by
declaring that sin—any sin—brings death. Death
is the ultimate in separation. Sin leaves no alterna-
tives in its wake, even though the penalty is not
always exacted immediately following the act.

Murder is one of two sins that allows us the
opportunity to compile actual statistics that pro-
vide a small measure of understanding of the
multitude of sins committed.

To begin, recall that the United States went to
war in Iraq during the early spring 2003. Since
then, close to 4,900 American men and women
have been variously killed during combat opera-
tions. Compare this with the number of murders
between 2003 and 2006 in the United States alone:
66,460! In 2005 alone, the last year for which
complete statistics are available, there were 16,692!
This comparison is somewhat exaggerated be-
cause it compares some three hundred million
Americans against a relatively small number of
troops actually engaged in a fighting capacity.

The Sixth
Commandment

Nevertheless, the taking of human life is a
worldwide problem. There is no telling what the
murder figure is worldwide. Without doubt, man-
kind has a major problem.

Abortion is murder too. It is surely the foulest of
all murders, as it takes the lives of the most innocent
and helpless of human beings, the unborn. Statistics
on this form of murder overwhelm the emotions.
According to the Alan Guttmacher Institute, approxi-
mately 1.37 million babies are murdered each year in
the United States alone. This means that every year
a population the size of Mecklenburg County, in
which I live, never lives to see the light of day.

The same source tells us that approximately 126,000
abortions take place each day worldwide. That
equals one abortion every 1.5 seconds! Thus, globally
each year this state-sanctioned murder legally wipes
out about 46 million lives—a population roughly the
same size as the combined city populations of New
York, Los Angeles, San Francisco, Dallas, Chicago,
Philadelphia, Detroit, St. Louis, and Atlanta.

What about suicide, which is self-murder? Sui-
cide is the eleventh most common cause of death
in America. According to the United States De-
partment of Justice, in 2005, the last year complete
statistics are available, 32,637 people killed them-
selves in the U.S. That is 89.4 every day at a rate of
one every 16 minutes. The murder total for 2005,
mentioned earlier, was 16,692, so twice as many
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people successfully committed suicide—managed to murder
themselves—as were murdered by another person.

Perhaps even more incredible, the same source reports
that 815,925 others attempted to take their own lives—one
every 39 seconds—but for whatever reasons did not
succeed. Most of those who succeeded were white males.

Modern Holy Wars
Then there is war. It is by far the most effective and rapid
means of killing yet devised. Believe it or not, a website is
devoted to this grisly subject, and it reports that the total
killed in the twenty most devastating wars is 500 million
people! World War II alone killed between ten and fifteen
percent of them.

Almost a thousand years after the Crusades, the “holy
war” has been reinvented, complete with pipe bombs
rather than swords. Instead of pitched battles, there are
hijackings and kidnappings that are as sinister as a tiger
prowling a garden party. A bomb goes off in a department
store, shopping center, restaurant, airport, or parked car.
Women and children are killed, as well as passersby whom
coincidence brought to that particular spot at that particu-
lar deadly time. Within minutes, the phones light up at radio
and TV stations with callers eager to claim their militant
group’s responsibility for the slaughter of innocents. If
these people were only nihilists, perhaps we could feel
some compassion for them, but these random assassins
are worse than nihilists: They are true believers so pas-
sionately convinced of their righteousness as to judge
themselves above crime, even beyond sin! To them, those
they murder are guilty of bringing about their own deaths.

Have there ever been more killings in the name of God
than in this supposedly enlightened secular century? Islam
has its jihad, its version of a holy war. In India, upon the
assassination of Indira Gandhi, the tenth guru of the Sikhs
was quoted as writing, “God is the sword and the sword is
God.” Such an attitude guarantees holy war.

Shintoism has its kamikaze doctrine that supposedly earns
its believers eternal bliss when they consecrate themselves
as living bombs to the murderous destruction of others. On the
streets of Beirut, Lebanon, bullets designated as “Christian”
and “Muslim” are fired at Lebanese by Lebanese. There
have even been recent flare-ups of Catholic-Protestant
violence in Northern Ireland.

Can religion and politics be more tragically confused?
Western historians, journalists, and politicians concede
that holy wars exist, but they often rationalize that they are
confined to crazy Third-World countries. However, we in
the West do regrettably have wars—“sensible wars,” they
claim.

Technology and bureaucracy create a marvelous dis-
guise for “sensible warriors.” Those directing the wars
from the home front appear in business suits and carry

computer printouts in their briefcases while demanding
billions of dollars from Congress to be prepared to kill.
They make calm appraisals of prudent risks and legitimate
self-interest. But as the appeal intensifies we begin to hear
phrases like “Evil Empire,” “godless materialism,” and
“antichrist.” These trigger words are the rhetoric of holy war.

“Although slaying and robbing do not seem to be a work
of love, and therefore a simple man thinks it is not a
Christian thing to do, yet in truth even this is a work of love.
The hand that wields this sword and slays with it is then no
more man’s hand, but God’s.” Who wrote that? None
other than Protestant theologian Martin Luther! An em-
barrassment? Certainly.

However, today we are far more efficient. In order to
destroy entire cities by nuclear weapons, would it not be
necessary to believe in one’s heart that one was extermi-
nating forces of evil? This concept is what “redeems” war
in the minds of the many millions who participate in the
killings of multiple tens of thousands of fellow humans. It
is not a sentimental pretense, but it becomes a conviction
that, somehow, one is participating in the destruction of the
forces of evil. It transforms killing into a “justifiable”
action in a person’s mind. This unselfish belief in the idea
of just war will cause a person to set it up, bow down to it,
and offer himself in sacrifice to it.

Regardless of the concept, regardless of the justifica-
tion, the sixth commandment gives no one permission to
justify deliberate killing. No, not even love of one’s country
overrides God’s commandment.

Where Does This Sin Reside?
Jesus says in Matthew 15:18-20:

But those things which proceed out of the mouth
come from the heart, and they defile a man. For out
of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulter-
ies, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies.
These are the things which defile a man, but to eat
with unwashed hands does not defile a man.

Like all other sins, murder is generated in a person’s
inner being. It is interesting that the first things Jesus
mentions as emanating from the heart are evil thoughts
followed by murder. As the evil thoughts germinate and
grow, they begin a process that ultimately produces mur-
der. Jesus shows that the character of our thoughts
becomes the character of our conduct.

Judging from the above statistics, we could easily
conclude that many humans do not perceive life as having
very great value. Biblically, it is just the opposite. The Bible
sees life as among the most valuable of all possessions, for
it is the basis of human existence, and man is made in the
image of God (Genesis 9:6).
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The Hebrew of this commandment is about as terse as
it can be. It consists of two words that are the Hebrew
equivalent of “No killing.” However, enough other scrip-
tures appear in God’s Word to let us know that the
commandment means that God does not permit violent and
premeditated killing of one perceived as an enemy. Exodus
21:12-14 clarifies this:

He who strikes a man so that he dies shall surely be put
to death. However, if he did not lie in wait, but God
delivered him into his hand, then I will appoint for you a
place where he may flee. But if a man acts with
premeditation against his neighbor, to kill him by treach-
ery, you shall take him from My altar, that he may die.

This clearly separates a premeditated murder from an
accidental killing. One can discern from verse 14 that,
under this circumstance, constituted civil authorities are
permitted by God to enact the death penalty.

Verses 12 and 13 imply that no amount of money or
property settlement can atone for the destruction of the
image of God in a murdered person. Even if the death was
truly accidental, the killer still had to flee to a city of refuge.
But for one guilty of deliberate murder, there were no
sanctuaries whatsoever to flee to, not even the altar of God.

As for the cities of refuge, Numbers 35:9-34 provides us
with a great deal of information. They were sanctuaries to
which those who accidentally killed another could flee.
There were six of them located throughout Israel, three on
each side of the Jordan River. Even if the killer made it to
a city of refuge, he still had to undergo a trial. If he was
found guilty of committing an accidental death, he had to
remain in the city until the death of the current high priest.
Thus, the city served as his jail. However, he was other-
wise free to move about, find employment, and live with
and support his family.

If he left the city for any reason, the avenger of blood
could lawfully take the killer’s life. The avenger of blood
(verses 12, 19) was usually a blood-relative of the man-
slaughter victim. His assignment from the family was to
protect the family’s rights and to avenge the family’s loss
of the killed person. The vengeance taken was not always
to take the killer’s life. If the avenger actually took the
killer’s life before he managed to reach a city of refuge,
then he truly was an “avenger of blood.” However, the
Hebrew term translated “avenger” is go’el, which has
fascinating ramifications when appearing in other con-
texts, as it can also be translated “redeem” or “redeemer.”

In the book of Ruth, it is translated as “redeem” seven
times. Boaz was Ruth’s redeemer. The redeemer was the
one who stood for his family in order to protect its rights.
Boaz protected the rights of his family in behalf of Ruth
and Naomi due to Naomi’s husband’s death. He was the
family’s “avenger.”

Deuteronomy 19:15-21 shows God’s concern regarding
a fair judgment:

One witness shall not rise against a man concerning
any iniquity or any sin that he commits; by the mouth
of two or three witnesses the matter shall be estab-
lished. If a false witness rises against any man to
testify against him of wrongdoing, then both men in
the controversy shall stand before the LORD, before
the priests and the judges who serve in those days.
And the judges shall make careful inquiry, and in-
deed, if the witness is a false witness, who has
testified falsely against his brother, then you shall do
to him as he thought to have done to his brother; so
shall you put away the evil from among you. And
those who remain shall hear and fear, and hereafter
they shall not again commit such evil among you.
Your eye shall not pity: life shall be for life, eye for
eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot.

Regardless of where we turn in Scripture, legal safeguards
designed to protect life appear. Even though the death
penalty existed, it was not easily obtained. Extreme care was
the order of the day in the courts. Of special note is the
warning against perjury, as well as the witnesses’ responsi-
bility to be first in executing the death penalty (Deuteronomy
17:6-7). In addition, Deuteronomy 17:8-13 mentions that
Israel also had a supreme court.

Jesus’ Remedy
Matthew 5:21-22 advises each individual to make efforts to
cover his responsibility to ensure that his thoughts, words, and
conduct do not lead to his needing the court’s services. Indeed
Jesus’ approach, if done perfectly, will ensure that he does not
sin in any manner! Jesus teaches:

You have heard that it was said to those of old, “You
shall not murder, and whosoever murders will be in
danger of the judgment.” But I say to you that
whoever is angry with his brother without a cause
shall be in danger of the judgment. And whoever says
to his brother, “Raca!” shall be in danger of the
council. But whoever says, “You fool,” shall be in
danger of hell fire.

Our Savior’s remedy for combating crime shifts matters
from retaliation by civil authorities to stopping it at its
source. When each person is responsible for dealing with
anger and hatred internally, keeping them from ever mani-
festing themselves as external acts, it also eliminates the fear
of being caught by police and punished by the courts.

The central thought Jesus expresses is that such thoughts
(continued on page 12)
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A  SUBTLE  YET
DEVASTATING  CURSE

Pprophecy watch

It was the brainchild of a woman who
became offended when she saw a
poster on a bus that read, “When the
Son of Man comes, will He really find
faith on the earth?” She decided that
she and her fellow atheists needed to
respond publicly with their own mes-
sage, so she began raising funds to
buy ads on London buses. Her cam-
paign was an unexpected success,
and in January 2009, the ads began to
appear, reading: “There’s probably
no God. Now stop worrying and enjoy
your life.”

In Amos 8, God says that He will
soon send a peculiar famine—not a
typical famine of food or water, but a
far more destructive one. It strikes at
the heart of His people, causing the
very fabric of society to unravel and
resulting in things like the Atheist Bus
Campaign, with its blind and blasphe-
mous motto. Amos 8:11-12 reads:

“Behold, the days are coming,”
says the Lord GOD, “That I will
send a famine on the land, not a
famine of bread, nor a thirst for
water, but of hearing the words of
the LORD. They shall wander from
sea to sea, and from north to east;
they shall run to and fro, seeking

Deuteronomy 28:29; Isaiah 29:9-10).
This is an unusual curse. It is not

like a physical famine, which every-
one recognizes as a tragedy. Most of
those who are struck by this famine
will probably not recognize that it is a
true calamity. A famine of hearing
the truth will seem like a relief to
many, because no voice is calling
them into account or prompting them
to think about eternity.

However, even though this famine
may give the impression that a burden
has been lifted, the reality is that
without divine instruction, the nation
can only stagger toward eventual
destruction. Truth is a blessing, but
God has every right to withhold it,
just as He withholds rain when His
people turn from Him. People may
be vaguely aware that things are
breaking down, that life seems to
have a lot more tragedies, and that
nothing seems to work as it once did,
but they will not make the connection
between their hardships and their spiri-
tual deafness.

NEW TESTAMENT ECHOES

The New Testament contains echoes
of this type of curse. Romans 1:18-32
tells of unrighteous men who sup-
press the truth. Because they are not

In October 2008, a protest movement called “The
Athiest Bus Campaign” began in London.

the word of the LORD, but shall
not find it.”

Notice first that it does not say that
it will be a famine of the word of the
Lord, but a famine of hearing. God’s
words will still be available, but it will
be rare that those words will be heard.
The truth will still be obtainable; His
inspired messages will still be acces-
sible. However, as a curse on the
land, God will cause truth not to be
heard.

This “hearing” is far more than just
being aware of words or concepts. It
is a hearing that includes focused,
careful attention that, taken to its logi-
cal conclusion, ends in obedience. The
kind of hearing that will be in such
short supply is one that causes right
action—in fact, the Hebrew word is
often translated as “obey.” This fam-
ine causes God’s words not to be
heard, and the result is that sin and
disobedience flourish—which are a
reproach to any nation (Proverbs
14:34). It is a tremendous curse, be-
cause without having God’s words as
guidance—without the light of truth—
the nation will be like a blind man,
stumbling around and not compre-
hending why he keeps falling (cf.



FORERUNNERFORERUNNERFORERUNNERFORERUNNERFORERUNNER    77777

thankful for what the creation reveals
of the Creator, their foolish hearts
become darkened. They lose what
light, what truth, they have.

God’s response to this is similar to
His response to Israel. He does not
contend with them or force His truth
on them. Instead, Paul writes, God
gave them up to uncleanness. He
gave them up to vile passions. He
gave them over to a debased mind. It
is as if God gives them exactly what
they seek, and they do not realize that
it is curse.

A second example of this principle
appears in II Thessalonians 2:9-12,
where Paul warns of a future Man of
Sin who deceives the spiritually weak:

The coming of the lawless one is
according to the working of Sa-
tan, with all power, signs, and
lying wonders, and with all un-
righteous deception among those
who perish, because they did
not receive the love of the truth,
that they might be saved. And
for this reason God will send
them strong delusion, that they
should believe the lie, that they
all may be condemned who did
not believe the truth but had
pleasure in unrighteousness.

Those who perish do so because
they do not receive—in the sense of
“welcome”—the love of the truth.
Because they do not, God will send
them strong delusion, so that they will
believe the lie and be condemned. In
reality, God is just giving them what
they desire anyway. They prefer
carnal delusion to spiritual reality,
so God obliges them. The unrigh-
teous in Romans 1 desire a worldview
without a Creator so they can be
sexually liberated. God gives them
over to it and lets them reap the awful
consequences. The Israelites in the
time of Amos did not value God’s
truth, so He removed it, letting them
experience how miserably they fare
without it. If they were anything like
modern Israelites, they thought of
themselves as enlightened and pro-
gressive even as their blindness be-
came more complete.

Amos 8:12 describes people wan-

dering about in a vain attempt to re-
gain the word of the Lord. Some of
the people seem to realize that some-
thing is missing. They wander and
even run “to and fro,” but they do not
find it. Part of the reason is that they
are unwilling to look in the right place.
Notice where they are willing and not
willing to wander: They go “from sea
to sea”—probably meaning from the
Mediterranean Sea to the Dead Sea—
so they will go from east to west.
They will also go “from north to east.”
The only direction they will not go is
toward the south. Why?

Amos prophesied to the northern
tribes of Israel. Shortly after Israel
broke from Judah, King Jeroboam of
Israel feared that Israel would reunite
with Judah, because Judah was where
Jerusalem and the Temple were. He
therefore devised his own religious
system, leading the northern ten tribes
into gross idolatry. He appointed his
own priesthood, established his own
feast days, and created his own cen-
ters of worship, removing the need
for the northern Israelites to travel
south to Judah.

The Israelites were willing to ex-
pend some effort in seeking the words
of God, but they were unwilling to go
where they actually needed to—where
the Temple was. To a degree, they
wanted the truth, but on their own
terms. They were not so hungry for it
that they would sacrifice for it. They
wanted it, but not if they had to humble
themselves and go to the Temple, where
God was. As a result, they could not
find the words of the Lord again.

THE EROSION

OF AMERICAN BELIEF

This same process happened in the
modern nations of Israel, particularly
in America. Though America has
never been a true Christian nation, at
its founding God’s Word was held in
high regard, and biblical principles
were considered to be essential to the
success of the Republic. However,
during the mid- to late-1800s, bits of
secular humanism began creeping into
the larger culture. As the nation pros-
pered because of God’s promises to
Abraham, it acted out exactly what

God predicted in Deuteronomy 32:15: It
grew fat and kicked, and forsook Him.

Gradually, the words of the Lord
were edged out of the picture, and
each succeeding generation arose
with a diminished regard for the Bible.
This nation began with a President,
George Washington, who wholeheart-
edly believed, and was willing to pro-
claim, “It is impossible to rightly govern
the world without God and the Bible.”
Now, however, it is illegal to pray in
schools, to speak warmly about Chris-
tianity or the Bible in a school or
government office, and to post the
Ten Commandments in a courthouse.

As the Word of God was neglected
and rejected, it began to be replaced.
What bits of truth this nation had are
quickly falling out of favor. Even the
worldly, syncretistic Christianity—
with its Sunday-worship, Christmas,
Easter, and pagan trinity-god—is be-
ing rejected. It is being rejected, not
because of its falsehoods, but be-
cause of the bits of truth within it that
still call people into account, directly
or indirectly.

Journalist and novelist G.K.
Chesterton observed, “When people
stop believing in God, they do not
believe in nothing. They believe in
anything.” Something will fill the be-
lief void. Even atheism is a belief
system. To put it another way, a starv-
ing man will eat whatever is at hand—
even if it is slow poison. Thus, we
have seen rapid growth in secular
humanism, Eastern religions, Islam,
and Wicca and New Age religions.
Apparently, an increasing number of
people are even claiming “Jedi” as
their belief system!

Nominal Christianity has become
so weak that in Britain, more people
attend each week in a mosque than in
a church. God’s words, even in a
watered-down form, are not being
heard, and while some may still be
searching for truth, they are not will-
ing to seek out the true spiritual Temple
that can actually provide nourishment.
The church of God is still publishing
the truth, still proclaiming the Word of
God, but the response is nowhere
near what occurred under Herbert
Armstrong during the last century.
People are simply not hearing the
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words, except in rare cases. Per-
haps part of this curse—this famine
of hearing—is that God has not
gifted anyone the way He gifted
Herbert Armstrong.

Amos describes those most sus-
ceptible to this famine—and their end:

In that day the fair virgins and
strong young men shall faint
from thirst. Those who swear
by the sin of Samaria, who say,
“As your god lives, O Dan!”
and, “As the way of Beersheba
lives!” They shall fall and never
rise again. (Amos 8:13-14)

The first victims of this famine
are the young. They are more sus-
ceptible because their parents failed
to provide a solid foundation of truth.
The young only know what the older
generation has taught them. With
anything remotely Christian being
banished from public schools and
colleges and ridiculed in the media,
and with churches increasingly ne-
glecting the Word of God, the youth
are being supplied with a very weak
or non-existent diet of truth.

God created mankind with a spiri-
tual capacity, and our minds natu-
rally crave something to excite us,
fill us, and give us answers. If God’s
words are not sustaining the youth
of the nation, something else will.
Thus, the rap culture has become a
religion—a belief system, a way of
life—for some. The philosophy of
materialism is firmly entrenched in
these fertile minds, which are being
fed all day yet starved of truth. Eco-
religions and nature worship are
drawing others off course. Witch-
craft and other elements of the oc-
cult fill the minds of others. Eastern
and New Age beliefs are becoming
more mainstream, and we even have
the cult of Oprah!

An entire generation is falling for
the line that there is no absolute
truth, that everyone’s opinion is valid
(unless that opinion is biblical), and
that the only modern sin is to judge.
All of these forms of idolatry are

flourishing because God’s words are
not being heard, and something else
has taken their place.

Amos 8:14 describes those who
are so adamantly committed to their
idolatry, who are so spiritually sick
from malnourishment, that they will
“fall and never rise again.” So much
for the supporters of the “Atheist
Bus Campaign.”

THE SOLUTION

One of God’s annual feasts instructs
us in how we can avoid becoming a
casualty of such a famine of hear-
ing. The New Testament clearly
shows that Jesus Christ and the
disciples observed the Feast of Un-
leavened Bread (see Matthew 26:17;
Mark 14; Luke 22), and the latter did
so even after Jesus’ death (Acts
12:3; 20:6; I Corinthians 5:7-8).

In the New Testament, leavening
and unleavened bread take on added
meaning that the ancient Israelites
did not grasp. In addition to leaven-
ing symbolizing sin, hypocrisy, and
pride, Jesus uses it as a metaphor
for false doctrine (Matthew 16:11-
12). Conversely, Paul describes un-
leavened bread as symbolic of
“sincerity and truth” (I Corinthians
5:8). A famine of hearing God’s
words, then, is like a famine of eat-
ing unleavened bread. When such a
famine occurs, people turn to eating
leavening—false doctrines, false
philosophies, and ways of thinking
that are ultimately “malice and wick-
edness.”

Remember that this famine, this
curse, simply continues the trajectory
that the people are already on. They
suppress the truth and reject God’s
Word, and so God gives them what
they ask for. However, this famine
begins in the heart, in the mind. It
has its genesis in the regard and
esteem—or lack thereof—in which
the people hold God’s Word. When
His Word is not valued, God takes
away the hearing of it. The result is
stumbling, as the people lack the
means to evaluate their circum-

stances and make right decisions.
The church is not immune to this

effect. During the 1970s and later,
many members of the Worldwide
Church of God stopped studying,
and the church began to resemble a
social club. After Herbert
Armstrong died, the spiritual mal-
nourishment became evident. Be-
cause so many had stopped feeding
themselves with His truth, God gave
them over to the leavening of Prot-
estantism.

The instructions for the Days of
Unleavened Bread give a solution—
a simple one, but one that takes
continual diligence. God instructs,
on the one hand, to remove all leav-
ening and to ensure that none is
seen with us (Exodus 12:15, 19-20;
13:3, 7; Deuteronomy 16:3-4). He is
telling us to be vigilant to keep the
falsehoods out. We are to guard
against this world’s philosophies and
ways that may seem harmless
enough, but are actually slowly poi-
soning the mind.

On the other hand, God instructs
us to eat unleavened bread—to take
in truth—every day (Exodus 12:15,
17-18, 20; 13:6-7; 23:15; 34:18; Num-
bers 28:17; Deuteronomy 16:3, 8).
In fact, God gives more instructions
about eating unleavened bread than
about avoiding leavening. If the rela-
tive number of instructions is sig-
nificant, ingesting truth to make it a
part of us is more important than
avoiding falsehood. Even the name
of the festival suggests that the
greater emphasis is on the unleav-
ened bread, which ultimately repre-
sents Jesus Christ Himself.

Of course, neither action can be
neglected—God requires us to do
both. Yet studying truth is vital be-
cause it enables us to identify and
resist the leavening—to recognize
what is false because we are so
familiar with what is true.

The mind will feed itself on some-
thing. If we pass over the truth for
something that may not be alto-
gether wrong but is not actually

(continued on page 11)



FORERUNNERFORERUNNERFORERUNNERFORERUNNERFORERUNNER    99999

Don’t Be Cruel!

“A righteous man

regards the life of his

animal, but the tender

mercies of the wicked

are cruel.”

—Proverbs 12:10

“Be ready always to give an answer . . .” I Peter 3:15

Last September, Sydney died!
Sydney was our old cat, and she had been an inseparable part of our

family for many years. A fine female specimen of the lovely Maine
Coon breed, Syd was a first-rate mouser, a good pet, and great
company. She used to jump up on the couch next to me and watch TV
with me every evening.

We cannot remember exactly how old she was when she died, but
she was at least fifteen years old and probably more. She had been with
us since she was a kitten when our youngest daughter, Katie, was a
very little girl.

But we failed to take note of the passing years and the fact that old
Syd was aging. Her symptoms worsened throughout the early months of
last summer, but we just put it down to our recent house move and the
resultant change in her environment—from the country acreage of our
previous home to the fifties-plus subdivision of our new one.

As the summer months wore on, Syd’s condition gradually
deteriorated. August turned into September, and she was noticeably off
her food and losing weight fast. Eventually, we could hardly get her to
drink any water. So late one Tuesday evening, when she was looking
especially rough and her eyes were rolling in her head, I took her to see
a local veterinarian.

After some unbelievably expensive blood tests and other diagnostics,
the vet gave me the bad news that Syd was suffering from severe,
untreatable heart and kidney conditions, which are not, she told me,
uncommon for a cat of her advanced age. After some consultation about
our options, we finally made one of the most unpleasant decisions a pet
owner ever has to face. In that vet’s office on the Wednesday
afternoon, poor old Syd fell painlessly asleep on my knee.

In the days and weeks following Syd’s death, I began having some
feelings of latent guilt, asking myself questions such as: “Did Sydney
really have to die?” “Could we have done anything to save her life?”
“Was the food we gave her of adequate quality?” “Should we have
taken her to see the vet more often?” “Did we treat her as well as we
could have during her long life? And if not, were we guilty of some
level of cruelty?”

Perhaps it is time to take a good, biblical look at the subject of cruelty.

ready answer
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The King of Cruelty
Elvis Presley’s first big hit was titled, “Don’t Be Cruel!”
and on this point, Elvis was absolutely right! God’s Word
tells us clearly that cruelty is a negative—even a wicked—
thing, and that, if we have pets or other animals, we
should look after them in the very best way we can.
Proverbs 12:10 informs us, “A righteous man regards the
life of his animal, but the tender mercies of the wicked
are cruel.”

When reading or hearing the word “cruel,” we usually
think of cruelty to animals, sometimes to children, and
occasionally to spouses. Most North American cities have
branch offices of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals (SPCA). The United Kingdom has an organi-
zation called the National Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Children (NSPCC). In addition, there are many
organizations that help deal with victims of spousal abuse
and violence.

The words “cruel,” “cruelty” and “cruelly” do appear in
the Bible, yet surprisingly, they appear only twenty-five
times in Scripture, including only once in the New Testa-
ment—and not really even that. The word “cruel” that
appears in some of the more common English translations
of Hebrews 11:36 is an implied addition, meaning that its
Greek equivalent does not appear in the original text.

We are left, then, with just twenty-four occurrences, all
in the Old Testament. They are translated from nine
different Hebrew words. In taking a quick look at them, we
should ask ourselves if we could be guilty of any of these:

• Qashah can mean cruel, hard, stiff-necked, griev-
ous, severe, fierce, harsh, difficult, ill-treat, hard
press, severe labor (especially of women), make
burdensome, stubborn, and obstinacy.

• Qasheh is a similar word to qashah, and can mean
cruel, stiff-necked, hard, rough, grievous, sore, churl-
ish, hardhearted, heavy, severe, obstinate, difficult,
fierce, intense, vehement, stubborn, and rigorous.

• ‘Akzar, ‘akzariy and ‘akzeriyuwth are three
related words which simply mean cruel, cruelty,
fierce, or fierceness.

• Chamets is an interesting word that some may be
familiar with because of its relationship to leavening.
It means cruel, leavened, sour, embittered, grieved,
oppress, or ruthless.

• Chamac is a word which may be related to chamets
and means cruel, cruelty, violence, wrong, false,
damage, injustice, oppressor, and unrighteous.

• Perek means cruelty, rigor, harshness, or severity.

• ‘Osheq can mean cruelly, oppression, extortion,
and injury.

Serious consideration of these words will give us a good
overview of God’s opinion of cruelty in all of its various
stripes. It is obvious that He frowns upon it.

Early Cruelty Scriptures
Now let us look at some of the scriptures that mention
cruelty. We do not have space to look at all twenty-four,
but a few of the main ones will give us an idea of cruelty
as God sees it. The concept first appears late in the Bible’s
first book, Genesis 49:1, 5-7:

And Jacob called his sons and said, “Gather together,
that I may tell you what shall befall you in the last
days: . . . Simeon and Levi are brothers; instruments
of cruelty [chamac] are in their dwelling place. Let
not my soul enter their council; let not my honor be
united to their assembly; for in their anger they slew
a man, and in their self-will they hamstrung an ox.
Cursed be their anger, for it is fierce; and their wrath,
for it is cruel [qashah]! I will divide them in Jacob,
and scatter them in Israel.

Here in Jacob’s last words to his sons, we read of two
of them, Simeon and Levi, being singled out as cruel. By
their actions, they had proved themselves cruel both to
animals and to humans. God warns them through their
father Jacob that this trait would likely be passed down to
their descendants. Because of it, He would be forced to
scatter them throughout the other tribes of Israel, diluting
its ill effects within the larger nation.

It is interesting that, despite its inherent leanings toward
cruelty, the family of Levi was chosen by God to serve Him
in His Tabernacle, Temple, and through the Aaronic
priesthood (Numbers 1:50). Perhaps by concentrating the
members of this tribe on His work, God transferred their
aggressive tendencies to a far better purpose.

Is it also possible that, although God softened him with
His Holy Spirit and made him the meekest of men (Num-
bers 12:3), Moses—a Levite—inherited some his tribe’s
proclivity towards cruelty? Did he not murder an Egyptian
whom he caught beating one of his fellow-Israelite coun-
trymen (Exodus 2:11-12)? Did not Moses’ wife, Zipporah,
call him a “bloody husband” or a “bridegroom of blood”
(Exodus 4:25-26)? Yes, we know that she says this
relative to the circumcision of their son, but was there
perhaps more to her outburst than just this?

Later, after Moses had been on Mount Sinai for almost
forty days, the Israelites persuaded Aaron to make an idol,
the infamous Golden Calf, for them to worship. Seeing the
idolatrous rites and perversions happening in the camp,
God sent Moses down to deal with the situation. Not only
did he break the two tablets on which God had inscribed the
Ten Commandments (Exodus 32:19), “he took the calf
which they had made, burned it in the fire, and ground it to
powder; and he scattered it on the water and made the
children of Israel drink it” (verse 20)! Incidentally, he after-
ward called for all those who were on the Lord’s side to go
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throughout the camp to kill their idolatrous fellow Israelites—
and the tribe of Levi rallied to him (verses 25-28)!

It seems that Moses had to keep his anger in check
throughout his life. After he had brought Israel to Kadesh,
just before the final push into the Promised Land, the
children of Israel murmured due to the lack of water. In his
impatience, anger, and frustration, Moses struck the rock
rather than speaking to it as God had commanded (Num-
bers 20:7-11). Doing so destroyed his chance to enter the
Promised Land with the people.

Is God Cruel?
If it is surprising to learn of the cruel streak in Moses, it
may also be surprising to realize that God was accused of
cruelty more than once—even by another of His favorite
servants, Job: “You have become cruel to me; with the
strength of your hand you oppose me” (Job 30:21).

The Hebrew word translated here as “cruel” is ‘azkar,
and in this case, it is better rendered “fierce.” If we read
Job 30 in its entirety, we will see that verse 21 is among
those often applied in a dual, prophetic sense to the last
hours of Jesus’ human life. In another dual prophecy,
Isaiah 53:10, we learn that it actually pleased God to bruise
His own beloved Son, to put Him to grief, and even to make
Him the ultimate sin offering!

It begins to become clear that God’s standards of
cruelty, fierceness, and even pleasure are not the same as
man’s. In a similar way as the Father’s “fierceness”
concerning Jesus’ trials was necessary for the salvation of
mankind, Job’s afflictions were likewise necessary for his
own ultimate benefit, as we find out later in Job’s account
(see Job 42:1-6).

What about us? Do we ever feel that God is cruel or fierce
toward us? For example, when we do not get what we want
just when we want it? Or when we or a loved one are not
healed right away? Or when a loved one dies? Do we cry out,
“My God, why have you forsaken me?” (Psalm 22:1).

Neither God the Father nor the Lord Jesus Christ is
inherently cruel. On the contrary, they are endlessly loving,
longsuffering, patient, and merciful. They have solemnly and
repeatedly promised never to leave us nor forsake us

(Deuteronomy 31:6; Joshua 1:5; Hebrews 13:5).
Cruelty is assuredly not part of God’s “way of give.” It

is, however, part of Satan’s “way of get,” which he has
foisted on mankind for six thousand years. Satan is the
wicked one (Matthew 13:19, 38; I John 2:13-14; 3:12;
5:18). He is the chief adversary against God and His
children (I Peter 5:8). He is the chief of our wicked,
unrighteous, lying enemies; and as such, he is the instigator
of all the cruelty that our enemies commit against us.

With these titles in mind, let us look at what some of the
psalmists had to write about the subject of cruelty:

• Psalm 25:19: Consider my enemies, for they are
many; and they hate me with cruel hatred.

• Psalm 27:12: Do not deliver me to the will of my
adversaries; for false witnesses are risen against me,
and such as breathe out violence [cruelty, KJV].

• Psalm 71:4: Deliver me, O my God, out of the hand
of the wicked, out of the hand of the unrighteous and
cruel man.

• Psalm 74:20: Have respect to the covenant; for
the dark places of the earth are full of the haunts of
cruelty.

Again, cruelty to both humans and to animals is an evil
trait that was—and still is—passed on to mankind by
Satan. Let us end where we began, with one of the
proverbs of Solomon: “The merciful man does good for his
own soul, but he who is cruel troubles his own flesh”
(Proverbs 11:17).

If we are guilty of the sin of cruelty, we will automatically
bring trouble upon ourselves; and we can expect punishment
and retribution to come back on us. However, if we look
after our spouses, our children, and yes, even our pets with
love, mercy, and compassion, just as God does with us, we
will automatically be doing good to ourselves. We will be
rewarded, and good things will come back on us.

Don’t be cruel!
—John Plunkett

nourishing, over time we will become spiritually weak and
unable to resist the lies. All the while, because our minds
are full, we may not realize that we are starving ourselves
to spiritual death. This does not happen overnight, but it
does happen.

This famine of hearing occurs as a result of people not
esteeming the Word of God, and because it is not valued
and not acted upon, He removes it. However, it does not
have to be that way with us. We have been blessed with
understanding—with the ability to hear God’s words and

A Subtle Yet Devastating Curse
(continued from page 8) rightly respond. If we value the truth, we will continually

search it out, and we will hear it. Because we value it, we
will recognize what is false and contrary, and not want to
have anything to do with it.

The preventative for this famine lies in what we value,
what we appreciate, and what our priorities are. If we are
seeking God’s truth—if we are diligently ingesting this
unleavened bread every day and carefully avoiding what
is false—God will continue to feed us and bless us with
His truth.

—David C. Grabbe
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(continued from page 5)

personal The Sixth Commandment

are tantamount to murder in God’s eyes. If a person never
had an evil thought, no murder would exist. I John 3:15
reveals how important Christians should consider control-
ling our thoughts to be: “Whoever hates his brother is a
murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life
abiding in him.” The hostility present in a wrongly moti-
vated person’s mind already contains the ingredients nec-
essary to persuade him to kill another who, he feels, stands
in the way of his progress. The hostility connects directly
to the act of murder because they are actually one process.

At first, Matthew 5:38-39 appears to say that one should
simply offer himself as a sacrificial lamb: “You have heard
that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’
But I tell you not to resist an evil person. But whoever slaps
you on your right cheek, turn the other to him also.”
However, Jesus does not rule out self-defense in a life-
threatening situation, as His illustrations in the wider
context of Matthew 5 show.

Taken together, His illustrations reveal that He is not
considering anything more than rather minor, but irritating
and perhaps considerably inconvenient, interruptions in
our daily routines. The general thought is that we must not
set ourselves up as the angry enemy of the person perpe-
trating evil against us. He advises us to remove the
bitterness in our own hearts by doing good rather than
retaliating and doing evil. It is a warning against letting our
thoughts build a hatred-based case against others.

This involves a great deal of humility and patience on
our part, but it often diffuses what could build to murderous
thoughts in our mind. We have all probably felt like not
working at one time or another, but because we had to do
it, we set our will, threw ourselves into accomplishing the
work, and before we knew it, we were likely enjoying the
accomplishment! This is a simple illustration, but the same
general process is involved in Jesus’ counsel.

Jesus followed His own teaching, as Luke 23:34 illus-
trates: “Then Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them, for they do
not know what they do.’ Then they divided His garments
and cast lots.” Earlier He had said, “Or do you think that
I cannot now pray to My Father, and He will provide Me
with more than twelve legions of angels?” (Matthew
26:53). Yet, retaliation was not on His mind. Fulfilling His
work from His Father and in behalf of mankind overrode
His personal feelings, even in this severe dilemma.

Paul’s Advice Follows Jesus’
Paul’s thoughts regarding this issue are explicit in Romans
12:17-20:

Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good
things in the sight of all men. If it is possible, as much
as depends on you, live peaceably with all men.

Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give
place to wrath; for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine,
I will repay,” says the Lord. Therefore if your enemy
is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him a drink;
for in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head.

Romans 13:8-10 adds considerable depth to his teaching:

Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he
who loves another has fulfilled the law. For the com-
mandments, “You shall not commit adultery,” “You
shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not
covet,” and if there is any other commandment, are all
summed up in this saying namely, “You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no harm to a
neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.

Paul’s counsel to the congregation in Rome is clearly in
line with what Jesus taught. He insists that we must never
allow vindictiveness, the desire to get even with someone
for a suffered wrong, to drive us.

In the same vein, Peter taught that we must not repay
evil with evil, insult with insult, but we must bless:

Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion
for one another; love as brothers, be tenderhearted,
be courteous, not returning evil for evil or reviling for
reviling, but on the contrary blessing, knowing that
you were called to this, that you may inherit a
blessing. (I Peter 3:8-9)

Why are we called to react this way? Because if we
want to be in God’s Kingdom, it can only happen without
the spirit of murder dwelling in us, and those evil retalia-
tions are the spirit of murder. We are not to take ven-
geance because God has retained that responsibility to
Himself. Is that not the way it should be? Only He fully
knows and understands every facet of the circumstances
and can judge perfectly. Paul addresses the issue of
retaliation four times in Romans 12, which begins by
stating that we are to be living sacrifices and not to
conform to this world’s ways.

The picture should be clear. Somebody must be willing
to do this if there will be peace. Jesus set the example: He,
refusing to strike back, died for the entire world. Christ’s
non-retaliatory remedy is ultimately for everybody’s ben-
efit, but until He returns, the standards He set can be met
and lived only by those who, like Jesus, have the Spirit of
God, are living by faith, and are enabled to keep God’s
ways by God Himself.

The followers of Jesus are to be different—different
from both the nominal church and the secular world, from
both the religious and irreligious. In America, the 1960s
and 1970s saw the rise of the hippie and beatnik counter-
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cultures, and in some ways, they attempted to feign Chris-
tianity. However, true, biblical Christianity is in reality a
counter-culture unlike anything else on earth.

The Bible’s lofty commands against retaliation are
therefore for Jesus’ brothers and sisters in the church, who
are already part of the Kingdom of God. In regard to war
and its vast and vicious killing, these very high standards
have created quite a disagreement among many in the
theological world. Why? Because everybody—except those
who are truly of the faith of Jesus Christ—knows these
standards cannot be kept. So they reason around them to
give themselves and the so-called Christian nations justifi-
cation for going to war.

“Christian” nations feel they should involve themselves
only in “just” wars. However, determining what, to them,
constitutes a just war is a complex issue involving highly
variable standards from one advocate to another. If they
finally agree that a war is necessary, they then attempt to
fight it with rules they consider “fair” (for example, the
Geneva Conventions). However, they never truly agree
among themselves, so the debate simmers on. Interest-
ingly, this debate essentially involves only nations who
have a fairly deep experience with the Bible and Christian-
ity—in other words, only the Israelitish nations seriously
involve themselves in the endless, fruitless discussion.

To them, the issue is very complex. I disagree strongly
because, ultimately, the answer to this riddle centers on
one issue, one that has confronted man from the very
beginning, from Adam and Eve to this very day. Under-
standing the complexities begins with the commandment
itself: “You shall do no murder.”

The command forbids homicide. Earlier verses clearly
show that the state has permission to execute for capital
crimes. But is the Christian permitted to participate in mass
homicide—that is, war—in behalf of the state? The an-
swer depends upon whether one believes God.

A Special People
Hebrews 10:37-38 helps to clarify and simplify this issue:
“For yet a little while, and He who is coming will come and
will not tarry. Now the just shall live by faith; but if anyone
draws back, My soul has no pleasure in him.” Verse 38
says without ambiguity that the just, the Christian, shall live
by faith (in God). We should add to this a truth found in
Deuteronomy 30:15-20:

See, I have set before you today life and good, death
and evil, in that I command you today to love the
LORD your God, to walk in His ways, and to keep
His commandments, His statutes, and His judg-
ments, that you may live and multiply; and the
LORD your God will bless you in the land which you
go to possess. But if your heart turns away so that

you do not hear, and are drawn away, and worship
other gods, and serve them, I announce to you
today that you shall surely perish; you shall not
prolong your days in the land which you cross over
the Jordan to go in and possess. I call heaven and
earth as witnesses today against you, that I have
set before you life and death, blessing and cursing;
therefore choose life, that both you and your
descendants may live; that you may love the LORD

your God, that you may obey His voice, and that you
may cling to Him, for He is your life and length of
your days; and that you may dwell in the land
which the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob, to give them.

These two principles lie at the foundation of the correct
answer. One must believe God and choose to live by His
every word. However, these words are not written to the
world in general but directly to those who have made the
covenant with God. The concept that the Bible is written
to the world in general is a critically wrong assumption that
explains why the world cannot keep the lofty standards
given by Jesus. Romans 8:7 helps confirm this point:
“Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is
not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be.”

Notice how clear this teaching is when we string a few
scriptures together. Deuteronomy 7:6-8 is spoken to those
who made the Old Covenant with God:

For you are a holy people to the LORD your God; the
LORD your God has chosen you to be a people for
Himself, a special treasure above all the peoples on
the face of the earth. The LORD did not set His love
on you nor choose you because you were more in
number than any other people, for you were the least
of all peoples; but because the LORD loves you, and
because He would keep the oath which He swore to
your fathers, the LORD has brought you out with a
mighty hand, and redeemed you from the house of
bondage, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.

Amos 3:1-2 adds:

Hear this word that the LORD has spoken against you,
O children of Israel, against the whole family which
I brought up from the land of Egypt, saying: “You only
have I known of all the families of the earth; there-
fore I will punish you for all your iniquities.”

Confirming passages from the New Testament echo the
same truth. Jesus says in John 6:44, “No one can come to
me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will
raise him up at the last day.” He makes this startling
statement in Matthew 13:11-13:
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He answered and said to them, “Because it has been
given to you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of
heaven, but to them it has not been given. For whoever
has, to him more will be given, and he will have
abundance; but whoever does not have, even what he
has will be taken away from him. Therefore I speak to
them in parables, because seeing they do not see, and
hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand.”

God is not working with the entire world; nor is He
attempting to save them. He is now working in and through
only a small group that He is preparing for the day when He
has a nucleus of a Family to carry His project forth to all
mankind. The vast majority of mankind will not be intro-
duced to God’s purpose until after Christ’s return.

Not in the Flesh, But in the Spirit
Regarding the issue of war, it is helpful to understand that,
even in His calling and choosing of ancient Israel, He was
not working with them in terms of salvation. His purpose
for them was entirely different. There is a major difference
between Israel under the Old Covenant and the Israel of
God, the church, under the New. Deuteronomy 29:1-4
helps us understand this:

These are the words of the covenant which the LORD

commanded Moses to make with the children of Israel
in the land of Moab, beside the covenant which He
made with them in Horeb. Now Moses called all Israel
and said to them: “You have seen all that the LORD did
before your eyes in the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh and to
all his servants and to all his land—the great trials which
your eyes have seen, the signs, and those great wonders.
Yet the LORD has not given you a heart to perceive and
eyes to see and ears to hear, to this very day.”

Earlier, we touched on Matthew 15:19, where Jesus
shows that sin is generated in the individual’s “heart.”
Together, these verses show that other things are also
generated in the heart. For instance, our words and actions
originate there.

Yet, the understanding of God’s will is something that
God must give; it is not present in man by nature. Under the
Old Covenant, God did not give that understanding heart to
many, as Moses’ comment makes very apparent. God did
give it to some few like Moses, Joshua, Caleb, David, the
judges, prophets, and the high priests. However, it was
generally not offered to the Israelite citizenry. God did not
offer them access to Him either, and though forgiveness
was available, as the Bible’s record shows, the covenant
did not directly offer it. To some, when God gave His Spirit,
it was only for external purposes in order to perform a
work, as on the Tabernacle, but not to change their hearts.

In addition, the Israelites’ inheritance was a portion of
the earth, not eternal life in the Kingdom of God. In
contrast to the church, they were an unconverted people
that comprised a nation of this world, thus they entered into
its politics and wars.

This is not so with the church. It is not of this world; it
is called out of this world. Its members are forgiven,
justified by Christ’s lifeblood, and have righteousness
imputed to them. They are sanctified and have been given
His Holy Spirit, enabling them to have the heart He never
gave Israel. Christians have free access to Him and the
promise of eternal life and inheritance of the earth as co-
heirs with Christ.

Paul writes in Colossians 1:13, “He has delivered us
from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the
kingdom of the Son of His love.” Ancient Israel was “in the
flesh” during the entire Old Covenant period, but we have
been spiritually transferred or conveyed into the Kingdom
of God. This Kingdom is both a family and a nation, which
is growing as God adds to it (I Peter 2:9-10). The apostle
adds in Philippians 3:20, “For our citizenship is in heaven,
from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord
Jesus Christ.” I Peter 2:21-24 declares:

For to this you were called, because Christ also
suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you
should follow His steps; who committed no sin, nor
was deceit found in His mouth, who when He was
reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He
did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him who
judges righteously; who Himself bore our sins in His
own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins,
might live for righteousness—by whose stripes you
were healed.

The Kingdom of God possesses its own citizenship,
conferred on those who have God’s Spirit and truly are part
of the church of God, which is the Israel of God (Galatians
6:16). It is to this Kingdom and to its King, Jesus Christ, that
a Christian owes his loyalty. It is its laws the Christian
obeys and its King the Christian follows. A Christian is to
mimic His every footstep to the very best of his ability, and
against no human being under any circumstance did Jesus
go to war. He allowed no provocation to erupt into retali-
ation of any sort. In every circumstance, He committed
His safety to God and His judgment.

Because God is on His throne and we believe Him, there
is no reason for us to go to war. He pledges to fight our battles
for us at the time and in the manner that He decides is best.

In Christian love,

personal The Sixth Commandment
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Is This How to Fix a Broken Economy?
Former Federal Reserve chairman Paul Volcker, a key economic
adviser to President Barack Obama, told a Congressional hearing
in January that “the economy is broken.” Does anyone else find
this a bit extreme? The economy is certainly performing poorly
but “broken”? It may be in recession, but the American economy
has climbed out of recessions many times before, even a Great
Depression.

Perhaps we need to start at the beginning and relearn what an
economy is. Webster’s Dictionary defines economy as “thrifty
and efficient use of material resources: frugality in expenditures;
also an instance or a means of economizing: saving.” The fourth
definition listed provides “the structure of economic life in a
country, area, or period.” Economics is “a social science con-
cerned chiefly with description and analysis of the production,
distribution, and consumption of goods and services.” Blending
these together, a sound economy would be “a thrifty and
efficient structure and means of production, distribution, and
consumption of goods and services in a country or area.”

These days, such a thing sounds as rare as a dodo bird.
Most nations want to be peaceful and prosperous. Peace

usually occurs when a nation has good relations with its neighbors
and, in a dangerous, violent world, a strong enough military to
deter any potential adversary. Prosperity also usually requires
peaceful relations with neighboring countries along with the
aforementioned “thrifty and efficient structure and means of
production,” etc. However, this seems not to be the aim of the United
States under the Obama Administration, as it has not been the aim
of a majority of European nations for more than a generation.

No, America no longer seeks to maintain its military and
economic power as its prime directives, but according to the
words and actions of the President, to be loved abroad and to
achieve fairness at home. These are the goals, not of a confident,
optimistic, growing nation, but of a guilt-ridden, self-absorbed,
declining state whose rulers hope that righting all the perceived
wrongs will grant them a measure of self-respect and an echo of
the nation’s former glory. As we are witnessing, such goals do
nothing more than to earn further contempt internationally and
a bottomless pit of debt domestically.

To these ends, the Obama administration has opted to com-
pound former President George W. Bush’s final mistake, as he put
it, “I’ve abandoned free-market principles to save the free-market
system.” The young administration has abandoned the free
market entirely, plunging the country into socialism at break-neck
speed. Socialism is defined as “a system or condition of society in
which the means of production and distribution are owned and
controlled by the state.” In Marxist theory, by the way, socialism
is the transitional stage between capitalism and communism.

Thus, over the last few months, the nation has taken on
trillions of dollars of debt to “rescue” banks and automobile
manufacturers, to try to put millions of unemployed people back
to work, to shore up the mess that government-mandated relaxed
rules made of the housing industry, and finally, to reward liberal
groups and constituents with billions of dollars of “pork”

projects. In so doing, the President has become the de facto head
of banks, financial institutions, mortgage lenders, and two of
America’s “Big Three” automakers. In addition—as he promised
to do during the Presidential campaign—he is engaged in redis-
tributing the nation’s wealth, not along the lines of merit based
on hard work and diligence, but by handpicking the winners and
losers based on “righting past wrongs” and “evening the score”
for the downtrodden.

Despite capitalism’s downsides—greed, exploitation, com-
petition—it is a far-superior economic system to socialism.
Within the bounds of Christian ethics, it not only permits but
also encourages growth and prosperity. For example, while the
average American gave at least lip service to Judeo-Christian
principles, capitalism was responsible for the growth of U.S. per
capita gross domestic product from $1,048 in 1820 to $18,317 in
1989 (using real 1985 dollars). In other words, an individual in
1985 produced 17 times more for the economy than his ancestor
in 1820—growth that was mirrored in income.

Because it is based on the ownership of property, capitalism
functions properly only under conditions of individual liberty.
With land comes the ability to produce a product—whether
vegetation, livestock, lumber, ore, etc.—a craft, or a service based
on those raw materials. The product, craft, or service can then be
bartered or sold to someone who needs it. Using his own labor
and talents, a person can succeed as much as he desires; he has
the ability to choose his own level of effort and income. In this
way, each individual has ownership and control over his destiny.

Yet, socialism demands that freedoms be curtailed or re-
moved. While advocates of socialism extol it in terms of “equality”
and “fairness,” socialist societies are always governed by a ruling
elite that accrues power, wealth, and privilege to itself. Everyone
else is forced to share what little remains. Already, Americans’
power and control—the choices and liberties of “We the
people”—are disappearing quickly, and a command-and-control
economy and its attendant nomenklatura are taking their places.

These political, bureaucratic, and corporate “names”—and
their allies in media and entertainment—are manipulating the
levers of power to regulate and control every facet of govern-
ment, business, education, energy, healthcare, etc. Ultimately,
beyond their personal, individual lusts for power, their goal is to
erase sovereignty and join other nations in world government to
fulfill their utopian dreams.

So, rather than fix our “broken” economy, they are using it to
advance their agenda. Obama’s Chief of Staff, Rahm Emanuel,
cynically told the Wall Street Journal Digital Network on No-
vember 19, 2008: “You never want a serious crisis to go to waste.
And what I mean by that is an opportunity to do things you think
you could not do before.” If it can keep the American people in
a perpetual state of crisis, there is no telling what radical change
this administration can effect. With only a few months of power
under its belt, it has time to turn the American way of life on its
head.

—Richard T. Ritenbaugh



1. What part does the Word of God play? Matthew 8:8;
Luke 7:7.
COMMENT: The centurion’s faith is commendable be-
cause he had received the Word of God. In asking Christ
to heal his servant by His word, he shows that he trusted
God’s Word. He believes that all that is necessary is for
God’s Word to be spoken for healing to occur in even
the most desperate case. The centurion’s faith is great
because it did not require the bodily presence of Christ
to heal, surpassing even that of the nobleman whose son
was healed (John 4:49). His faith is also shown to be
greater than that of Mary and Martha, who also thought
Christ had to be present to heal their brother Lazarus
(John 11:21, 32).
2. What is the significance of the centurion’s statement,
“But only speak a word”? Matthew 8:8.
COMMENT: Christ compliments the centurion’s faith
because it is faith in His Word. When the centurion says
he is unworthy of Christ’s presence, he tells Him that he
believed that all that He had to do was speak and the
miracle would happen. To explain his understanding of
the principle, the centurion says, “For I also am a man
under authority, having soldiers under me; and I say to
this man, ‘Go,’ and he goes” (Matthew 8:9). He recog-
nizes the power of the spoken word because he is
familiar with authority, yet he also believes that Christ’s
word has power and authority even over disease. In
asking Jesus to heal simply by speaking, the centurion
shows that he accepted the authority of Christ’s word.
No one can have real faith if they reject the Word of
God.

It is impossible to please God without faith (Hebrews
11:6). Many people doubt whether God’s Word is

Like the miracle of the healing of the nobleman’s son (John 4:46-54), the healing of the centurion’s
servant (Matthew 8:5-13; Luke 7:1-10) reveals Christ as able to heal from a distance merely by the

power of His word. Because of his experience as a commander, the centurion knew that it was
not necessary for Jesus to come to his home to visit the sick servant and pray while standing over the

afflicted. Then, as now, distance is not a factor in Christ’s ability to heal; His word is sufficient
whether near or far.

True faith requires no visible sign. The centurion’s faith was in the spiritual capability of Christ; he had
confidence in the effectiveness of Christ’s word to heal the sick and dying. As a man of authority, he
believed and understood that diseases had to obey Jesus’ command just as his men had to obey him as

their superior officer. He knew that authority transcended distance. An officer need not be personally
present to command his soldiers to carry out his orders. It was sufficient for Christ to exercise His will
through His word, and it is done. Nevertheless, the quick healing of a sick person from a distance is a

rare occurrence in the healing miracles of the Bible (see Matthew 15:21-28; Mark 7:24-30).

Healing a Centurion’s Servant (Part Three)

The Miracles of Jesus Christ
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sufficient. If they have a problem, they run instead to
hear what the world’s doctors and psychiatrists have to
say. Today, many professing Christian churches do not
show very much confidence in God’s Word either. The
centurion’s “only speak a word” is not an applicable
command for most churches. These days, churches use
a lot of entertainment to draw people into their member-
ship, believing that it is essential to their success. Yet,
“only speak a word” is the true essence of spiritual
success. Without the Word of God, the church will not
maintain a solid foundation of truth and grow.
3. What kind of evidence proved the healing occurred?
Luke 7:10.
COMMENT: Those who were sent to the house where the
sick servant had been found him completely healed. The
evidence of the servant’s healing was abundant, excel-
lent, and very visible; they did not need to look through
a microscope to prove that he was healed. He had been
paralyzed, in great pain, and near death, but now he was
completely well. They needed no other proof to con-
vince them that a genuine miracle had occurred.

Jesus provided many infallible proofs during his
ministry that confirm his supernatural ability and divine
purpose (Acts 1:3). The world makes every effort to
discredit God the Father and Jesus Christ and their
miraculous works, when the proof of their sovereignty
and power are seen in everyday things. “For his invisible
attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature,
have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of
the world, in the things that have been made. So they are
without excuse” (Romans 1:20-21, ESV). Do we see
God at work in our lives?

—Martin G. Collins


