


22222                JULY/AUGUST    2012

july/august 2012
volume 21, number 4

3
PERSONAL PERSONAL PERSONAL PERSONAL PERSONAL frfrfrfrfrom John Wom John Wom John Wom John Wom John W. Ritenbaugh. Ritenbaugh. Ritenbaugh. Ritenbaugh. Ritenbaugh

Fully Accepting God’s Sovereignty (Part One)

8
PROPHECY WAPROPHECY WAPROPHECY WAPROPHECY WAPROPHECY WATTTTTCHCHCHCHCH
Meet the Minor Prophets (Part Four)

BY RICHARD T. RITENBAUGH

11
READY ANSWERREADY ANSWERREADY ANSWERREADY ANSWERREADY ANSWER
The Sin of Fear (Part One)

BY PAT HIGGINS

15
WORLDWORLDWORLDWORLDWORLDWWWWWAAAAATTTTTCHCHCHCHCH
Drug Money in America

BY DAVID C. GRABBE

16
BIBLE STUDYBIBLE STUDYBIBLE STUDYBIBLE STUDYBIBLE STUDY
The Miracles of Jesus Christ:

Exorcising a Young Boy (Part One)
BY MARTIN G. COLLINS

forerunner
E D I T O RE D I T O RE D I T O RE D I T O RE D I T O R -IN-CHIEF-IN-CHIEF-IN-CHIEF-IN-CHIEF-IN-CHIEF
JOHN W. RITENBAUGH

MANAGING EDITORMANAGING EDITORMANAGING EDITORMANAGING EDITORMANAGING EDITOR

RICHARD T. RITENBAUGH

ASSOCIATE EDITORASSOCIATE EDITORASSOCIATE EDITORASSOCIATE EDITORASSOCIATE EDITOR
MARTIN G. COLLINS

DESIGN EDITORDESIGN EDITORDESIGN EDITORDESIGN EDITORDESIGN EDITOR
KRISTEN M. COLLINS

NEWS EDITORNEWS EDITORNEWS EDITORNEWS EDITORNEWS EDITOR

DAVID C. GRABBE

C I R C U L A T I O NC I R C U L A T I O NC I R C U L A T I O NC I R C U L A T I O NC I R C U L A T I O N
DIANE R. MCIVER

P R O O F R E A D E R SP R O O F R E A D E R SP R O O F R E A D E R SP R O O F R E A D E R SP R O O F R E A D E R S
PHYLLIS FORD
CINDY HINDS
DIANE MCIVER

CONTR IBUT ING WR ITERSCONTR IBUT ING WR ITERSCONTR IBUT ING WR ITERSCONTR IBUT ING WR ITERSCONTR IBUT ING WR ITERS
JAMES BEAUBELLE

TED E. BOWLING

BILL CHERRY
DAN ELMORE

CLYDE FINKLEA

MIKE FORD
RONNY H. GRAHAM

WILLIAM GRAY

ForerunnerForerunnerForerunnerForerunnerForerunner is published six times a year as a free educational and religious service in the
public interest. Articles, illustrations, and photographs will not be returned unless specifically
requested, and if used, become the property of the Church of the Great God. Comments,
suggestions, requests, and changes of address should be sent to the nearest address listed below.

This free publication is made possible through the voluntary tithes and offerings of its subscribers
and members of the Church of the Great God. All American and Canadian donations are tax-
deductible.

© Copyright 2012, Church of the Great God.
All Rights Reserved. Printed in the U.S.A.

contact
UNITED STATES: UNITED STATES: UNITED STATES: UNITED STATES: UNITED STATES: P.O. Box 471846, Charlotte, NC 28247-1846 U.S.A.

803.802.7075  /  803.802.7089  FAX

CARIBBEAN: CARIBBEAN: CARIBBEAN: CARIBBEAN: CARIBBEAN: P.O. Box 7004, St. Anns Post Office, St. Anns Rd, St. Anns, Trinidad, West Indies

FRANCE: FRANCE: FRANCE: FRANCE: FRANCE: Amicale Ruben, 370 Hameau du Bourg L’Abbé, La Mailleraye-sur-Seine, 76940 France

THE PHILIPPINES: THE PHILIPPINES: THE PHILIPPINES: THE PHILIPPINES: THE PHILIPPINES: No. 13 Mt. Daho, Amityville, Rodriquez, Rizal 1860 The Philippines

web
http://www.cgg.org
http://www.bibletools.org
http://www.biblicaljesus.org

http://www.sabbath.org
http://www.theberean.org
http://www.truegospel.org

cover
Most Christians understand intellectually
that God is sovereign over all things.
At the same time, we see events in His Word
that make us uncomfortable, such as His
wholesale destruction of various peoples in
the Old Testament. However, part of our
growth as Christians is learning to give our
lives completely to Him in faith. Do we truly
trust Him in all things?
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personal from John W. Ritenbaugh

T
here is a condition, a major responsibility,
that every Christian absolutely must meet
after he has become a Christian through

belief in Jesus Christ as his Savior. This responsi-
bility is clearly stated in Hebrews 10:35-38:

Therefore do not cast away your confidence,
which has great reward. For you have need
of endurance, so that after you have done the
will of God, you may receive the promise: For
yet a little while, and He who is coming will
come and will not tarry. Now the just shall
live by faith; but if anyone draws back, My
soul has no pleasure in him.

No Christian wants God to be displeased in him.
Notice that the author draws special attention to
receiving reward after one has done the will of
God. The will of God requires that one must live by
faith, which is needed for one to persevere through
the trials of life.

Human nature is driven by pride and is so
strongly attracted to the distractions of Satan’s
world that it is difficult to avoid its pulls even
though we are aware of its potentially disastrous
spiritual pitfalls. At times, every sense in one’s
body seems like so much iron or steel drawn to a
magnet as it is pulled toward what is “out there”
for satisfaction.

But not everything that is available in the world
for bodily and/or psychological satisfaction meets
the standards that He has set for His children’s
character development and for His glory. Thus,
God warns us in I John 2:15-17:

Do not love the world or the things in the
world. If anyone loves the world, the love of
the Father is not in him. For all that is in the
world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the
eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the
Father but is of the world. And the world is
passing away, and the lust of it; but he who
does the will of God abides forever.

God is working out His purpose, and it is essen-
tial to our growth—and possibly even to our salva-
tion—that we believe this and keep moving forward
in our relationship with Him despite the strong pull
of this world’s attractions on our minds. Because of
our contact with Him, we know God’s will and must
trust what He says in His Word. Otherwise, the
world’s allurements may spiritually overwhelm us.

We must overcome the tension created be-
tween the pulls of this world and the knowledge of
our spiritual relationship with God created through
Jesus Christ with firm spiritual evidence from
God’s Word. The evidence that we gather from
our observations of God’s creation and the expe-

Fully Accepting
God’s Sovereignty

Part One
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rience that we gain from living prove to us that we should
trust God’s wisdom and sovereignty over all things. We
learn that it is far better for all concerned for us to submit to
what God commands than to cave in to the pulls of our flesh.

Isaiah 46:10 clearly states that He declares the end from
the beginning. Since God does not lie, His statement
establishes that, from before He even began the physical
creation, He has been working toward a definite goal. This
is not merely a definite overall goal but a definite goal for
each person He has called into His Family. God does not
operate randomly. Each of us has been purposely made
part of this massive, time-consuming project, and each has
the overall responsibility to live by faith.

A Difficult Road
Hebrews 10:38—“Now the just shall live by faith”—is
both a statement of fact and a command. It is not easy, but
at the very least, God has gifted each member of the Body.
It requires of us a great deal of focused and disciplined
living to live by faith. To do it well, we must fully accept
God’s sovereignty, not merely as a random fact, but as a
reality working in our lives of faith.

Recall that many Israelites failed along the way to the
Promised Land because their faith failed at some point
during their pilgrimage. But their faith in whom and in
what? Of course, it is faith in God, but unlike them, have we
fully accepted what He is and what He does? Jesus
commands in Luke 14:26 that we must place Him before
all else in our lives. What are His qualities and attributes?
What is our vision of God’s place in our lives?

Besides God’s warning about the world, we must often
be reminded that the carnal mind is not subject to Him, as
indeed it cannot be (Romans 8:7). A major reason the
Israelites in the wilderness failed is that it never entered
their minds at the beginning of their journey that it would be
so difficult.

Our positions as called children of God place us in a position
in which we must determine who is regulating affairs on this
earth. To whom will we submit our lives, God or Satan? It
is not as though there is a struggle between them. The
“contest” has already been decided. God won. However, He
permits Satan limited leeway to test and try us. Which of
these two—between whom we must choose—is supreme?
Which will we choose to be sovereign over our lives?

Revelation 12:9 states that Satan has deceived the entire
world. He is an accuser and the author of confusion. If we
take an overview of conditions on earth, we see turmoil
everywhere, providing a clear picture that mankind as a
whole has given itself over to Satan. Indeed, in II Corinthians
4:4 the apostle Paul names him as “the god of this age” who
has blinded men’s minds to the light of the gospel.

However, this is not so with us. By God’s mercy, our
minds have been opened for the very purpose of freely
choosing God as our sovereign and submitting to Him. So
then, how much do we truly know about His attributes,

character, and judgments as shown in His Word?
For instance, are we aware of what it says in Deuter-

onomy 28:63?

And it shall be, that just as the LORD rejoiced over you
to do you good and multiply you, so the LORD will
rejoice over you to destroy you and bring you to
nothing; and you shall be plucked from off the land
which you go to possess.

This is a side of God that is not often taught, yet it is part
of the whole of what He is, and we must face it and choose.
Judgments are often painful. God says in Deuteronomy 8:3
that He humbled the Israelites and caused them to hunger.
Will He for His purposes bring similar judgments on us so
that we must choose to accept His chastening and submit
to Him as our sovereign?

Why might He rejoice in exercising His judgment against
people? It is actually because of His merciful love. Peter
reminds us, “The Lord is not slack concerning His promise,
as some count slackness, but is long suffering toward us,
not willing that any should perish but that all should come
to repentance” (II Peter 3:9). Paul, in I Timothy 2:4,
confirms this, saying God “desires all men to be saved and
come to the knowledge of the truth.” Thus, He can rejoice
in punishment because He knows that the punishment will
be the means of drawing men to the knowledge of the truth
by which they can repent and be saved.

A Quick Overview of a Solution
Hebrews 11:27 says, “By faith he forsook Egypt, not
fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured as seeing Him
who is invisible.” This principle is what set apart those who
made it into the Promised Land from those who failed. It
greatly aided them in enduring the trials of their wilderness
pilgrimage. Briefly, Moses “saw” the invisible God as if
with his bodily eyes. His relationship with God was so
intimate that he knew God from his experiences, and as our
Savior says in John 17:3, eternal life is to know God.

There is an understanding about our Savior that is vital to
our salvation. It is a vital piece of knowledge that, because of
human nature’s lasting proclivity to resist God, we must
never forget. It must be a part of our relationship with Him.
Revelation 4:8-11 describes this important reality:

And the four living creatures, each having six wings,
were full of eyes around and within. And they do not
rest day or night saying: “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God
Almighty, who was and is and is to come!” Whenever
the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks
to Him who sits on the throne, who lives forever and
ever, the twenty-four elders fall down before Him
who sits on the throne and worship Him who lives
forever and ever, and cast their crowns before the
throne, saying: “You are worthy, O Lord, to receive



FORERUNNERFORERUNNERFORERUNNERFORERUNNERFORERUNNER    55555

glory and honor and power; for You created all things,
and by Your will they exist and were created.”

The One who receives continuous praise and submis-
sion from these awesome angelic beings is our Savior and
Creator. Without directly saying it, this passage touches on
a major issue in this great purpose He is working out: that,
unlike Satan and His demons, will we be loyal, faithful, to
our Creator God, as He works out and governs His purpose
for each of us personally? Or in our impatience will we
resist and rebel?

Verse 11 contains the key statement that is vital to our
living by faith: He created all things in the first place and
all—including us—is created for His purpose to be ful-
filled. The King James Version translates this phrase, “For
You have created all things, and for Your pleasure they are
and were created.”

Satan could not accept this. Consider deeply what has
resulted! So we need to take this sobering thought down to
our level and to our time and examine it in more detail
against the issues of our own lives.

Can We Accept Our Roles?
Can we live by faith that He is, that He knows what He is
doing with our lives, and that by His merciful act He has
included us as part of His good pleasure? Can we accept
that He knows exactly where His creative efforts are
headed and what it will take to form and shape us into what
He pleases? At the same time, we know His goal for us
only vaguely, yet we must fully accept whatever He brings
to bear on us for His purposes. To some degree, we have
already done this at baptism, but let us continue to consider
some things that He is capable of because He has revealed
them in His Word.

We need to continue to establish where He and we stand
in relation to each other in this new creation. Notice
Ephesians 1:3-5, 9-10:

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual bless-
ing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as He chose
us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we
should be holy and without blame before Him in love,
having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus
Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of
His will. . . . Having made known to us the mystery
of His will, according to His good pleasure which He
purposed in Himself, that in the dispensation of the
fullness of the times He might gather together in one
all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and
which are on earth—in Him.

There is nothing complex about this truth. First, it
affirms that everything in His creation moves forward on
the basis of His pleasure. However, this is sometimes hard
to live by. What if it is not our pleasure to move in that
direction? It is His will that is involved, and there is a great
deal that we do not know about Him and about the end

toward which He is taking us. We may find this difficult to
deal with, which is why we must come to know Him and
fully accept His sovereignty.

Could we possibly know better than He? God says in
Isaiah 40:13-14:

Who has directed the Spirit of the LORD, or as His
counselor has taught Him? With whom did He take
counsel, and who instructed Him, and taught Him the
path of justice? Who taught Him knowledge and
showed Him the way of understanding?

It is this Being whose will we must accept over our lives.
I Chronicles 29:10-16 describes this God whom we must
come to know and to whom we must submit:

Therefore David blessed the LORD before all the
assembly; and David said: “Blessed are You, LORD

God of Israel, our Father, forever and ever. Yours, O
LORD, is the greatness, the power and the glory, the
victory and the majesty; for all that is in heaven and
in earth is Yours; Yours is the kingdom, O LORD, and
You are exalted as head over all. Both riches and
honor come from You, and You reign over all. In
Your hand is power and might; in Your hand it is to
make great and to give strength to all. Now therefore,
our God, we thank you and praise Your glorious
name. But who am I, and who are my people, that we
should be able to offer so willingly as this? For all
things come from You, and of Your own we have
given You. For we are aliens and pilgrims before You
as were all our fathers; our days on earth are as a
shadow, and without hope. O LORD our God, all this
abundance that we have prepared to build You a
house for Your holy name is from Your hand, and is
all Your own.”

This is part of King David’s final prayer of thanksgiving, a
portion of his benediction preceding the building of the
Temple, as he had made provision for it so that Solomon
could begin construction with everything in order.

The words should be meaningful, coming to us from the
heart of one we admire, of whom even God said was a man
after His own heart. It schools us in how David felt about
God. It touches on His greatness, power, glory, majesty,
rulership, headship, and strength. How puny we are by
comparison! We are nothing, aliens and pilgrims in a world
that gives us no recognition. Compared to His, our days are
but a shadow, and despite this, we are able to make an
offering to Him because He has given us all we have.

Who is this One to whom we pray, calling Him “Father,”
“Lord,” or “God”? Who is this One whom we refer to as
our Creator, Healer, Savior, or Sustainer? Who is the One
who is referred to as the Almighty Ruler, Life-giver, and
Forgiver of our sins?

He is the sovereign Ruler of all that He has created. The
term “sovereignty” first speaks of supremacy of authority,
but with the exception of personal evil, God reveals Him-
self in His Word as supreme in every aspect of life. He is



66666                JULY/AUGUST    2012

personal Fully Accepting God’s Sovereignty

the Most High. To say that God is sovereign is to declare
that He is the Almighty, the Possessor of all power in
heaven and earth; none can defeat His counsels, thwart
His purpose, or resist His will. Thus, Psalm 115:3 asserts,
“But our God is in heaven; He does whatever He pleases.”

Can we accept this? Is this merely a listing of grandiose
titles of One who is great in His being but distant and
remote in the actual operations of our lives? Do we relate
to Him merely as most people in this world do, or is His
greatness truly personal to us, as it was to David, because
we know Him personally?

Understanding Ephesians 1:11-12 should bring this right
into His children’s very lives: “In Him also we have
obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to the
purpose of Him who works all things according to the
counsel of His will, that we who first trusted in Christ
should be to the praise of His glory.” Do we get the
significance of the truth that He works all things in our lives
too, according to the counsel of His will? This truth does
not apply to just the “big” things of His overall purpose but
even to us! Do we really perceive our relationship to Him
as being one of the Potter to the clay?

As He formed and shaped Adam and Eve, He is forming
and shaping us, and it is our responsibility to accept and
submit. Do we live our lives as though He truly is omnipo-
tent, omniscient, and individually aware of us? Do we
conduct our lives in such a manner that we fully understand
that this awesome Being is actively and personally in-
volved in what we do?

By viewing Him as Potter, do we grasp that He has
every right to mold the clay into whatever form or state and
make whatever use of it as He chooses? He can fashion
from the same lump one person to honor and another to
dishonor. He can determine our sex, race, ethnicity, level
of wealth, or location. He is under no law or rule outside of
His own nature and purpose. He is a law unto Himself,
under no obligation to give an account of His actions to
anybody else. He exercises His power as, where, and
when He wills.

He is not merely overseeing our lives but actively
participating in them, and He is ultimately responsible for
what happens in them just as much as those national and
worldwide occurrences that we hear in the news. The
sovereignty of the Bible’s God is absolute, irresistible, and
infinite. Our trust is to be in Him.

God’s purpose and plan has been and is being carried out
as He purposed, and nobody can turn Him aside. Now His
purpose and plan has reached out to include us just as He
predestined when He declared the end from the beginning.
Have we caught the vision?

Some Things He Has Done
Are we willing to completely turn our lives over to this
Being who does not always act in a way that is pleasant
to us? God immediately struck Aaron’s sons and Uzzah

dead, but He has allowed countless others who perhaps did
far worse things to live long and seemingly full lives.

God permitted Methuselah to live almost a thousand
years. He chose to endow Samson with strength as no
other person ever had. Jesus went to the pool of Siloam and
chose one man to heal, paying no attention to the others.
Why did He allow the Morgans, Carnegies, Vanderbilts,
Rockefellers, and many others to amass incredible wealth,
while allowing perhaps billions of people around the world
barely to scrape by in miserable poverty?

When the Israelites entered the Promised Land, the city
of Jericho and its citizens stood barring their progress. God
brought the walls down, and the city’s defenses col-
lapsed—the one and only time God did such a thing. Every
other city had to be conquered by warfare, risking Israelite
lives to take them.

Clearly, He treats and responds to individuals according
to the counsel of His own mind, and He answers to no
one. He does this even in the lives of His children. The
apostle John lived to be around one hundred years old,
yet Stephen was stoned to death, Peter crucified, and
Paul beheaded.

Considering the witnesses of those great servants, what
right do we have to complain about the discomforts He
creates for us to endure and grow within? He could rescue
everybody in every uncomfortable circumstance, but He
does not. Have we fully accepted that He may choose
difficult things for us?

There is no absolute promise that any of us will be chosen
to be led to a Place of Safety during the coming Tribulation.
Can we have faith in One so awesomely powerful, knowing
that He may make painful decisions for us to bear person-
ally? Paul writes plainly in Romans 9:18, “He has mercy on
whom He wills and whom He wills He hardens.” This
could have been translated as, “He has mercy on whom He
pleases and whom He pleases He hardens.”

About his diminishing number of followers as compared
to Christ’s growing flock, John the Baptist says in John
3:27, “A man can receive nothing unless it has been given
to him from heaven.” In this context, John is either implying
the office that he held or the disciples whom he had been
given to follow him. He concludes that Jesus must increase
and that he must decrease. In either case, he is implying
that it is God’s sovereignty, His pleasure, deciding the
increase and decrease.

God also says, “Jacob I have loved, but Esau I have
hated” (Romans 9:13). He clearly makes choices that may
be personally hurtful, as though He is slighting one or the
other. We who have already received His love in many
ways must fully understand that there is nothing in our
hearts or our characters to attract God’s heart—yet He
loves us, even though all the descendants of Adam are “by
nature children of wrath” (Ephesians 2:3).

Amos 3:6 declares soberly, “If a trumpet is blown in a
city, will not the people be afraid? If there is calamity in a
city, will not the LORD have done it?” God says virtually the
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(continued on page 14)

same thing in Isaiah 45:7: “I form the light and create
darkness, I make peace and create calamity; I, the LORD, do
all these things.” These declarations reveal God exercising
His sovereignty as He sees fit for the purposes of His will.

Has it sunk in that, ultimately, God is bringing these
terrible things to pass on earth, events that are in some
measure beginning to touch us? As sovereign over the
weather, He brings droughts, famines, storms, and floods.
The devastation to life and property is increasing as the
effects of sin mount to heaven. Pain is just about the only
way humanity will learn to fear God and quit sinning.

He brings wars, earthquakes, forest fires, blizzards,
disease epidemics, and plagues of grasshoppers that con-
sume the crops. God is ultimately responsible for the
additive-laden food that we consume and the tainted water
that we drink. He could stop any of it at any time with the
exercise of His sovereignty over all His creation. But to
make a powerful witness to all of the effects of sin, He
allows them to continue.

Jeremiah is the likely author of Lamentations 2:1-9,
writing after reflecting on the devastation of Jerusalem
following the invasion of Nebuchadnezzar’s Babylonian
army. A number of prophets, Jeremiah being the most
obvious, had thoroughly warned the Jews for many years.
God even raised up a righteous king, Josiah, to provide
godly governmental and religious leadership, but it was to
no avail because the people were not truly repentant and
sincere in any changes they made. The changes were only
on the surface, not reaching their hearts, so idolatry—
especially—continued to rage unabated. Notice what God
revealed through Jeremiah after he witnessed Jerusalem’s
destruction:

How the LORD has covered the daughter of Zion with
a cloud in His anger! He cast down from heaven to
the earth the beauty of Israel, and did not remember
His footstool in the day of His anger. The LORD has
swallowed up and has not pitied all the habitations of
Jacob. He has thrown down in His wrath the strong-
holds of the daughter of Judah; He has brought them
down to the ground; He has profaned the kingdom
and its princes. He has cut off in fierce anger every
horn of Israel; He has drawn back His right hand
from before the enemy. He has blazed against Jacob
like a flaming fire devouring all around. Standing like
an enemy, He has bent His bow; with His right hand,
like an adversary, He has slain all who were pleasing
to His eye; on the tent of the daughter of Zion, He has
poured out His fury like fire. The LORD was like an
enemy. He has swallowed up Israel, He has swal-
lowed up all her palaces; He has destroyed her
strongholds, and has increased mourning and lamen-
tation in the daughter of Zion. He has done violence
to His tabernacle, as if it were a garden; He has
destroyed His place of assembly; the LORD has caused
the appointed feasts and Sabbaths to be forgotten in
Zion. In His burning indignation He has spurned the
king and the priest. The LORD has spurned His altar,
He has abandoned His sanctuary; He has given up

the walls of her palaces into the hand of the enemy.
They have made a noise in the house of the LORD as
on the day of a set feast. The LORD has purposed to
destroy the wall of the daughter of Zion. He has
stretched out a line; He has not withdrawn His hand
from destroying; therefore He caused the rampart
and wall to lament; they languish together. Her gates
have sunk to the ground; He has destroyed and
broken her bars. Her king and her princes are among
the nations; the Law is no more, and her prophets find
no vision from the LORD.

The chapter continues with more of the same, leaving
no doubt at all that God was directly responsible for His
reaction to their sins. Jerusalem’s devastation did not
merely happen randomly in the course of history. God was
directly involved. He brought on the horrific fear and pain.
It was His warnings through the prophets that were
ignored because they did not fear the Lord and did not truly
believe that they were answerable to Him.

Painful Things Directed More Closely
Paul writes in Titus1:13-16:

This testimony is true. Therefore rebuke them sharply,
that they may be sound in the faith, not giving heed to
Jewish fables and commandments of men who turn
from the truth. To the pure all things are pure, but to
those who are defiled and unbelieving nothing is pure;
but even their mind and conscience are defiled. They
profess to know God, but in works they deny Him,
being abominable, disobedient, and disqualified for
every good work.

He begins by accusing the Cretans, but then he men-
tions Jewish fables, and the Jews, too, become part of
those he is accusing. It may be that the Cretans of whom
Paul speaks may have actually been ethnic Jews who had
had contact with persecuting Jews from outside Crete.

What is he accusing these people of? Of the very
characteristic that much of this article is about, a practice
that follows the Israelitish people in every age: believing
that God indeed exists but their conduct showing that they
do not truly believe Him. He charges them with showing
by their behavior that they do not believe that they are
truly, personally answerable to the sovereign God. In other
words, they do not fear Him. The reality of what God truly is
and requires has not affected them enough to make a
difference in how they live their lives in actual day-to-day
practice.

Since we live within this environment, it brings up a
question for us to resolve: How can we live by faith if we
do not have sufficient knowledge of the greatness, the
closeness, and the awesome grace of God shown in the
mercy He has already given? It is this mercy that allows
us to begin even the barest of a relationship with Him,
build on it, and come to know Him and fear Him.
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Meet the Minor Prophets

While most of the Minor Prophets conducted their
ministries in Israel and Judah before both nations

fell in war and their populations were exiled to foreign
lands, the final three—Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi—
prophesied in Judea after a remnant of Jews, Levites, and
Benjamites returned from captivity in Babylon. Their
return became possible only after Babylon fell to an
invading army of Medes and Persians. The Persian king,
Cyrus the Great, followed a policy of returning exiled
peoples to their homelands, and Jews were able to take
advantage of his benevolence. Moreover, the seventy
years of Judah’s exile, as prophesied by Jeremiah
(Jeremiah 25:11; 29:10), were complete.

A shorter version of Cyrus’ 538 BC decree appears in
II Chronicles 36:23 (the longer one is quoted in Ezra 1:2-4):

Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: All the kingdoms of
the earth the LORD God of heaven has given me. And
He has commanded me to build Him a house at
Jerusalem which is in Judah. Who is among you of
all His people? May the LORD his God be with him,
and let him go up!

Not only did he allow the Jews to go back to Judah, but
he also returned the silver and gold Temple items plun-
dered by Nebuchadnezzar from Jerusalem. Ezra 1:6 adds
that the returnees’ neighbors “encouraged them with
articles of silver and gold, with goods and livestock, and
with precious things, besides all that was willingly of-
fered.” They left well-provisioned and with plenty of
wealth to make a good start in resettling Judah.

The return took place under two or three different
leaders at two separate times. The first group of about
50,000 people made its journey to the land of Judah within
the year of Cyrus’ decree to return to Jerusalem. Biblical
scholars are unsure about the leadership of this first
return because Ezra mentions both Sheshbazzar, a prince
of Judah (Ezra 1:8, 11), and the better-known Zerubbabel,

himself a grandson of Jeconiah/Coniah/Jehoiachin (Ezra
2:2; I Chronicles 3:17-19). Confusing matters further, a
“Shenazzar”—possibly an alternate spelling of
“Sheshbazzar”—appears in the genealogy in I Chronicles
3, making Sheshbazzar and Zerubbabel uncle and nephew.
They may have been two distinct individuals, with
Sheshbazzar, dying soon after his arrival in Judah, being
succeeded by Zerubbabel. Some, however, believe that
both of these names identify the same person, the first
being his official Persian name and the second his per-
sonal Hebrew name. No definitive solution has been put
forward.

Though undoubtedly enthusiastic about returning from
their three-generations-long exile, the Jews soon fal-
tered in their primary responsibility of rebuilding the
House of God. They rebuilt the altar just before the
Feast of Tabernacles in 537 BC, laying the foundation
for the Temple in the second month of the following year.
Yet, due to local opposition, all building ceased by about
530 BC, and it did not resume for ten years. Only the
prodding of God through Haggai to rouse the people to
action, as well as a favorable decision by the Persian
emperor, Darius I (Ezra 6:1-15), enabled them to finish the
Temple in 516 BC.

The second group to return to Judah traveled under the
leadership of Ezra, a priest and a scribe, about a half-
century later (457 BC). Though Artaxerxes bestowed him
with sufficient funds and authority to revive the Jewish
remnant in Judah, only a few thousand exiles decided to
return with him. Upon arriving, Ezra took up his task of
reforming his spiritually lax brethren, particularly in their
marriages to non-Jewish women (Ezra 9-10).

A dozen years later, Nehemiah, Artaxerxes’ cupbearer,
requested permission to return to Jerusalem to rebuild its
wall. The emperor appointed him as governor of Judah,
and he and a few companions made the long journey from
Susa to Jerusalem. Under Nehemiah’s leadership and
enthusiasm, the wall was raised in 52 days (Nehemiah

Pprophecy watch
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6:15), despite opposition from political rivals, wealthy
Jews oppressing the poor, and false accusations of rebel-
lion against Persia. Just after the Feast of Tabernacles
that year, the Jews rededicated themselves to the cov-
enant with God (Nehemiah 9-10). Nehemiah spent much
of his remaining time as governor supporting Ezra’s
reforms, including the collecting of tithes, the maintaining
of the Temple, and the keeping of the Sabbath.

ZECHARIAH

The prophet Zechariah (“the LORD remembers”), a priest
from a prominent family, identifies himself as “the son of
Berechiah, son of Iddo” (Zechariah 1:1). The latter,
Zechariah’s grandfather, returned to Judah under Zerubbabel
in 538 BC (Nehemiah 12:4), and he, it seems, had a lasting
influence on young Zechariah (see Ezra 5:1, where the
prophet is called “the son of Iddo”). Zechariah began his
ministry in Jerusalem in “the second year of Darius”
(Zechariah 1:1), 520 BC, and his last, dated prophecy
(Zechariah 7-8) came to him just two years later. Most
conservative scholars believe that the undated prophecies in
chapters 9-14 are later, given to him perhaps early in the next
century.

As just mentioned, the book—at fourteen chapters,
equal to Hosea, the longest of the Minor Prophets—
divides neatly into two parts. The first eight chapters
make up the first part, which can be further split according
to its eight visions and two longer discourses. In many
ways, the visions resemble those the apostle John re-
ceived on the Isle of Patmos and recorded in the book of
Revelation. In general, they are symbolic representations
of what God is doing and prophecies of what He will do.
Most of them contain messages that Zechariah’s contem-
poraries could apply to their situation in Judah—messages
of hope and mercy for the Jews and oppression and
judgment on their enemies. They also contain antitypical
prophecies for the end time, for instance, the vision of the
olive trees (Zechariah 4:3, 11-14), which Revelation 11:4
identifies as the Two Witnesses.

Chapters 7 and 8 contain two discourses that provide
lasting instruction for God’s people. The first concen-
trates on the subject of obedience. The question of
continuing to fast to commemorate the destruction of
Jerusalem had come up. God replies, “When you fasted
and mourned . . . during those seventy years, did you really
fast for Me—for Me? . . . Should you not have obeyed the
words which the LORD proclaimed through the former
prophets . . .?” (Zechariah 7:5, 7). He goes on to say that their
forefathers’ disobedience directly caused their captivity.

The second discourse is a long prophecy that predicts
that Jerusalem will one day be restored as a holy city,
where God will return to dwell. It quickly becomes
apparent that He is looking far into the future, the time of
the end, when He will bring all of Israel back to the
Promised Land, and they will once again be His people
(Zechariah 8:7-8). The just-returned remnant of Judah is
only a type of what will happen when God acts to restore
Israel in the soon-coming Millennium.

The last six chapters form the second part of Zechariah’s
prophecy, which is itself divided into two “burdens.” The
first burden spans chapters 9-11. It begins with a warning
to surrounding nations that God will defend His people,
and not only that, a King is coming to save them. Chapter
10 prophesies that Judah and Israel will be regathered and
restored, and they will return to Him. This is followed by
the enigmatic chapter 11, a prophecy or a parable that
concentrates on the shepherds (leaders) of God’s people,
broadly indicating that God will hold abusive leaders
accountable for their perfidy and their irresponsibility in
doing their duties.

The remaining chapters (12-14) comprise the second
burden. Chapter 12 foretells how end-time events will
revolve around Jerusalem, but despite the madness sur-
rounding them, God will save the people of Judah. He will
show them grace, and they will respond by accepting the
Messiah, the One “whom they pierced” (Zechariah 12:10),
mourning what they have done. The next chapter contin-
ues their reform, as idolatry is eliminated throughout the
land. It ends with a prophecy of the Shepherd who is
struck down and His sheep scattered, yet in the end, after
horrific testing, the people return to God. Finally, chapter
14 famously recounts the events of the Day of the Lord,
when Christ descends to defeat His enemies and set up
His Kingdom on earth.

Of all the Minor Prophets, Zechariah contains perhaps
the most Messianic prophecies and allusions. In addition
to those that have already been mentioned, Christ is called
“My Servant the BRANCH” in Zechariah 3:8 and “the
Man whose name is the BRANCH” in Zechariah 6:12.
The well-known prophecy of Jesus riding into Jerusalem
on a donkey appears in Zechariah 9:9-10. Though these
references were not well understood at the time, we
understand them as clear prophecies of Jesus Christ.

MALACHI

The short book of Malachi completes the twelve books of
the Minor Prophets, and chronologically, he is most
likely the latest of them. The prophecy is nowhere
dated, but the subject matter—predominantly about
the priesthood, but also about marriage and tithing—fix
the book to the reforms of Ezra and Nehemiah, thus to
about 450-430 BC. Malachi means “my messenger,” and
after that, we know nothing about this prophet, not even if
he was a priest. Jewish tradition claims that he was a
member of the Great Synagogue, and the Targum of
Jonathan asserts without further proof that Malachi was
Ezra writing anonymously.

Most of Malachi’s prophecy is a stern rebuke of the
priesthood and the Jews for failing to honor God and
follow His commands. Instead of revering God by consci-
entiously following His instructions, the priests were irre-
sponsible in their duties to the point of profaning the altar
with defiled offerings and considering their sacrificial
duties to be wearying. God responds by promising to send
a curse on these corrupt priests for causing the people to
“stumble at the law” (Malachi 2:8-9).
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Malachi then turns to the people, whose own prac-
tices were no better. They were treacherous toward
each other, and in no place was this more evident than
in their marriages with “the daughter[s] of a foreign
god” (Malachi 2:11). The men of Judah were divorcing
their Jewish wives to marry women who worshipped
idols. God tells them “that He hates divorce” (Malachi
2:16) and that they should be careful not to break their
vows because “the Messenger of the covenant . . . is
coming” (Malachi 3:1) to refine them and purge them of
sin. Now is the time to repent.

The prophet then reminds them that failure to tithe is
tantamount to robbing God (Malachi 3:8). However, if
they would once again give Him His portion, He would
bless them. The people respond by complaining that
they see no profit in following God, since the wicked
seem to prosper. The third chapter ends with God’s
response, a prophecy that those who fear Him are His
special treasure, to whom He will give true discernment
(Malachi 3:16-18).

The final chapter is a short prophecy about the
Day of the Lord. It promises to be a time of annihi-
lation for “all who do wickedly” (Malachi 4:1), but
those who fear God will see the return of “the Sun of
Righteousness” (verse 2), who will bring healing,
blessing, and exaltation. Malachi closes with an
exhortation to remember God’s law (verse 4) and to
look for “Elijah the prophet,” who will turn the hearts
of both fathers and children (verses 5-6). In just a
few words, this exhortation provides a link between
the Old and New Testaments.

PREPARING THE WAY FOR CHRIST

With Malachi’s final words, the Old Testament canon
closes, and no further words of Scripture will be penned
for nearly five hundred years, when the earliest epistles
of Paul inspired the Galatians and Thessalonians. This
Intertestamental Period proved a tumultuous time for
Judean Jews, as empires fought over Palestine, the
strategic land-bridge between Africa and Asia.

Though the Persian Empire held sway over the land
of Judah when Malachi wrote, its hegemony was al-
ready being challenged in Anatolia (Asia Minor) by the
upstart Greeks. The battles of Marathon (490 BC),
Salamis (480 BC), Plataea (479 BC), and Mycale (479
BC) marked the end of Persian expansion into Europe.
Beginning in 412 BC, Darius II used political and mon-
etary means to influence existing inter-Greek rivalries,
supporting one city-state then another to keep them
occupied at home. His heir, Artaxerxes II, and his
successors kept the Greeks at bay while the Persian
Empire declined amid its own infighting and rebellions in
various places.

Matters changed drastically with the invasion of

Greek armies under Alexander of Macedon in 334 BC.
After subduing Asia Minor, he turned south, defeating
Darius III at the Battle of Issus (333 BC) and taking
possession of Syria and the Levantine coast down to
Tyre, where he was forced to set up a siege. Though this
delayed him, he overcame Tyre’s resistance by building
a causeway out to the island refuge and put all the men
to the sword. Except for Gaza, which he besieged and
defeated, the rest of Palestine capitulated, including
Jerusalem, in 332 BC. By 330 BC, he had not only taken
Egypt, but he had also conquered all the Persian Empire
to the borders of India.

Alexander, however, died before he could set up a
unifying government over all the lands he had subdued.
After his death in June of 323 BC, because he had no
legitimate heir, his empire soon fell into turmoil. Forty
years of war ensued among the Diadochi (“The Suc-
cessors”) before a four-way division of his empire was
settled: Egypt under Ptolemy, Syria and the East under
Seleucus, Asia Minor and Thrace under Lysimachus,
and Macedonia under Antipater and later Antigonus.
These Hellenistic kingdoms dominated these lands for
the next 200-300 years.

During this time, Judah lay between Ptolemaic Egypt
and Seleucid Syria, and between 323-166 BC, its posses-
sion was hotly contested, as Daniel 11 testifies. From
about 175 BC, when Antiochus Epiphanes came to the
Syrian throne, the Jews suffered many religious and
military outrages. These led to the Maccabean revolt in
166 BC, led by the priest Matthias and his sons, who
defeated the Syrians in a series of battles, securing the
Jews’ independence. The Maccabees—Judas, Jonathan,
and Simon—and then the Hasmonean dynasty, Simon’s
descendants, ruled Judah until Roman dominance under
Pompey overcame it in 63 BC.

This march of history set the stage for the birth of
Christ, born late in the reign of Herod the Great, an
Idumean client-king of Rome. During this time, the
religion of the Jews had calcified into a judgmental, law-
obsessed distortion of the way of life revealed by God in
the Old Testament. It had also splintered into several
major factions, among them the Sadducees, Pharisees,
and Zealots, with which Jesus contended during His
ministry. Because of the prophecies, many from the
Minor Prophets as we have seen, the Jews were await-
ing the arrival of the Messiah, but due to their many
misunderstandings, when He came, “His own did not
receive Him” (John 1:11), condemning Him to Roman
execution by crucifixion.

Just as Jesus Himself confirmed to His disciples that
the Old Testament prophesied of Him (Luke 24:44), in
meeting the Minor Prophets we, too, have been directed
repeatedly to Christ. In coming to know Him, we have
the promise of eternal life in God’s Kingdom.

—Richard T. Ritenbaugh
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The Sin of Fear

“Be ready always to give an answer . . .” I Peter 3:15

Part One
Because we live in times that are increasingly uncertain and perilous, fear
is a reality all will face at some time. A sobering consideration is that fear
appears in a list in Revelation 21:8 describing those who will be cast into
the Lake of Fire: “But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murder-
ers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part
in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death”
(emphasis ours throughout).

As bad as murderers, the sexually immoral, and sorcerers are, note that
God puts first, at the head of the line, the cowardly and unbelieving. The
Bible in Basic English renders these first few words as, “But those who
are full of fear and without faith. . . .” Why are fear and lack of faith such
preeminent sins in God’s eyes?

Before answering that question, let us first establish that fear and a lack
of faith are sins. Notice Nehemiah 6:10-14:

Afterward I came to the house of Shemaiah the son of Delaiah, the son
of Mehetabel, who was a secret informer; and he said, “Let us meet
together in the house of God, within the temple, and let us close the
doors of the temple, for they are coming to kill you; indeed, at night
they will come to kill you.” And I said, “Should such a man as I flee?
And who is there such as I who would go into the temple to save his life?
I will not go in!” Then I perceived that God had not sent him at all, but
that he pronounced this prophecy against me because Tobiah and
Sanballat had hired him. For this reason he was hired, that I should be
afraid and act that way and sin, so that they might have cause for an
evil report, that they might reproach me. My God, remember Tobiah and
Sanballat, according to these their works, and the prophetess Noadiah
and the rest of the prophets who would have made me afraid.

Nehemiah labels fear as sin. Romans 14:23 says the same of unbelief:
“But he who doubts is condemned if he eats, because he does not eat from

ready answer
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—Revelation 21:8
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faith; for whatever is not from faith is sin.” A lack of faith
is also sin.

So, why are they at the beginning of the list in Revelation
21:8? And, of the two, why is fear first? The New Living
Translation (NLT) provides an answer to that question by
rendering the verse’s opening words as, “But cowards who
turn away from me. . . .” In fear, cowards run from the
battle, showing disloyalty to their sovereign. In the spiritual
realm, they put their self-interest above everything, includ-
ing God. Fear violates the first commandment by not giving
God the preeminence it demands. It is not surprising, then,
that the first sin listed is the one that so directly violates that
first great commandment (Matthew 22:36-38).

In his commentary on Revelation 21:8, James Burton
Coffman notes, “But it is not of natural fear and timidity
that John speaks; it is that cowardice which in the last
resort chooses self and safety before Christ.” He nails the
core problem of fear—at the end, it can cause us to reject
God in favor of self.

Fear Is Contagious

Additional reasons for listing the sin of fear first are its
severity and wide-ranging influence on an individual and
those around him. Also, it is often the basis of other sins.
Just how destructive is the sin of fear?

First, fear is contagious. Ernest K. Gann writes in Fate Is
the Hunter: “Fear is a contagious disease, spreading from its
first victim to others in the vicinity until it is powerful enough
to take charge of a group, in which event it becomes panic.”
Numbers 13:31-33 begins to illustrate this very thing:

But the men who had gone up with him said, “We are
not able to go up against the people, for they are
stronger than we.” And they gave the children of
Israel a bad report of the land which they had spied
out, saying, “The land through which we have gone as
spies is a land that devours its inhabitants, and all the
people whom we saw in it are men of great stature.
There we saw the giants (the descendants of Anak
came from the giants); and we were like grasshop-
pers in our own sight, and so we were in their sight.”

Except for Joshua and Caleb, those who searched out
the Promised Land express their fears. Numbers 14:1-3
reports what happened next:

So all the congregation lifted up their voices and cried,
and the people wept that night. And all the children of
Israel complained against Moses and Aaron, and the
whole congregation said to them, “If only we had died
in the land of Egypt! Or if only we had died in this
wilderness! Why has the LORD brought us to this land
to fall by the sword, that our wives and children
should become victims? Would it not be better for us

to return to Egypt?”

The children of Israel panicked. Fear can be like a
virulent disease that sweeps through a group and can kill
just as surely as any deadly contagious disease, as Num-
bers 14:27-29 records:

“How long shall I bear with this evil congregation who
complain against Me? I have heard the complaints
which the children of Israel make against Me. Say to
them, ‘As I live,’ says the LORD, ‘just as you have spoken
in My hearing, so I will do to you: The carcasses of you
who have complained against Me shall fall in this
wilderness, all of you who were numbered, according to
your entire number, from twenty years old and above.’”

In our time, an example of this cycle of fear, panic, and
death is the occasional news story of people in a group
panicking and trampling others to death in an attempt to
escape some fear-inducing event, such as a fire in a crowded
nightclub.

Fear Begets Other Sins

Fear is also a precursor to many other sins as suggested by
Joanna Bourke in her work Fear: A Cultural History:

How does fear differ from dread, consternation or
surprise? Anger, disgust, hatred and horror all con-
tain elements of fear. Jealousy may be understood as
fear of losing one’s partner; guilt may be fear of
God’s punishment; shame may be fear of humiliation.

Even Yoda in Star Wars Episode I: The Phantom
Menace recognizes the role of fear as a causative factor,
explaining, “Fear is the path to the Dark Side. Fear leads
to anger, anger leads to hate, hate leads to suffering.”
Under the word “fear,” thefreedictionary.com, lists 150
phobias—150 names for fear in its multitude of manifesta-
tions. Fear resides at the root of many problems.

Finally, and most importantly, fear can destroy the
relationship we have with God. A coward puts his per-
ceived self-interests above the wishes of his sovereign.
Our sovereign is God. The fear becomes what we bow
down to rather than God. As noted by Coffman earlier,
fear is “that cowardice which in the last resort chooses self
and safety before Christ.” Fear can cause us to reject our
Savior and eventually our salvation if not addressed.

Something like this happened to Peter as Mark 14:66-72
relates:

Now as Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the
servant girls of the high priest came. And when she
saw Peter warming himself, she looked at him and
said, “You also were with Jesus of Nazareth.” But he

ready answer The Sin of Fear
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denied it, saying, “I neither know nor understand what
you are saying.” And he went out on the porch, and
a rooster crowed. And the servant girl saw him again,
and began to say to those who stood by, “This is one
of them.” But he denied it again. And a little later
those who stood by said to Peter again, “Surely you
are one of them; for you are a Galilean, and your
speech shows it.” Then he began to curse and swear,
“I do not know this Man of whom you speak!” A
second time the rooster crowed. Then Peter called to
mind the word that Jesus had said to him, “Before the
rooster crows twice, you will deny Me three times.”
And when he thought about it, he wept.

Where Fear Starts

What causes this sin of fear? The second item listed in
Revelation 21:8 points to the answer—unbelief. Psalm
78:13-16 gives an example of how this works:

For he divided the sea before them and led them
through! The water stood up like walls beside them!
In the daytime he led them by a cloud, and at night by
a pillar of fire. He split open the rocks in the wilder-
ness to give them plenty of water, as from a gushing
spring. He made streams pour from the rock, making
the waters flow down like a river! (NLT)

Listed are miracles God performed to provide for the
needs of His people. Continuing in Psalm 78:17-21, we see
Israel’s response to God’s clear display of His love and
care for them:

Yet they kept on with their sin, rebelling against the
Most High in the desert. They willfully tested God in
their hearts, demanding the foods they craved. They
even spoke against God himself, saying, “God can’t
give us food in the desert. Yes, he can strike a rock
so water gushes out, but he can’t give his people
bread and meat.” When the LORD heard them, he was
angry. The fire of his wrath burned against Jacob.
Yes, his anger rose against Israel. . . . (NLT)

Even though God had provided water in abundance, they
were afraid that He would not provide bread and meat.
What was the basis, the cause, for this fear? The answer
follows in Psalm 78:22 (NLT): “. . . for they did not believe
God or trust him to care for them.” Amazing! After all God
did for them, they still could not muster the necessary faith
and trust in God and His love for them (Hebrews 4:2).
When push comes to shove, do we believe God’s prom-
ises? Do we trust in the extent of His care and love for us
(John 17:23) and that He will come to our aid (Psalm 34:19)?

What was God’s response to the Israelites’ display of
fear? “The fire of his wrath burned against Jacob” (Psalm
78:21, NLT), foreshadowing Revelation 21:8. Fire is the
response to fear from the God who does not change
(Malachi 3:6).

Fear or Faith?

Fear, then, is the result of a lack of faith, not believing in
God’s power and especially His love and willingness to act
on our behalf. The fearful are that way because they lack
faith. Christ reveals this connection in Mark 4:40: “But He
said to them, ‘Why are you so fearful? How is it that you
have no faith?’”

When Christ saw fear, His immediate response was to
question that person’s faith. Fear is a very human reaction.
As Christ indicates, how we respond depends on our
degree of faith. When faith is weak or non-existent, fear
becomes the controlling factor rather than faith. We begin
to live by sight and not by faith (II Corinthians 5:7), and
without faith, we cannot be saved: “And to whom did He
swear that they would not enter His rest, but to those who
did not obey? So we see that they could not enter in
because of unbelief” (Hebrews 3:18-19).

Our rest is God’s Kingdom. Just as a lack of faith—
unbelief—barred ancient Israel from entering their rest, a
lack of faith can bar us from entering ours, keeping us out
of the Family of God. Without faith, it is impossible to
please God (Hebrews 11:6). We are seeing that sin is not
the result of weakness as we normally think of it, as in
we are “weak in the flesh.” Yes, there is weakness, but
what is the root of sin—its cause? When looked at
closely, the root of sin is “unbelief,” as Israel’s example
illustrates. Unbelief—a lack of faith—causes and leads to
producing sin in our lives, pointing to our real foundational
weakness: a lack of faith. This is Paul’s message in
Romans 14:23: “ . . . for whatever is not from faith is sin.”

Using another of Peter’s failures, we can see both the
cause and the effects of uncontrolled fear:

Now in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went to
them, walking on the sea. And when the disciples saw
Him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying,
“It is a ghost!” And they cried out for fear. But
immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Be of good
cheer! It is I; do not be afraid.” And Peter answered
Him and said, “Lord, if it is You, command me to
come to You on the water.” So He said, “Come.”
And when Peter had come down out of the boat, he
walked on the water to go to Jesus. But when he saw
that the wind was boisterous, he was afraid; and
beginning to sink he cried out, saying, “Lord, save
me!” And immediately Jesus stretched out His hand
and caught him, and said to him, “O you of little faith,
why did you doubt?” (Matthew 14:25-31)

We see that doubt causes fear, but we also see a hint of
how we can combat that fear and get it under control. As
long as Peter kept his focus on Christ, he could do the
impossible, but once he began walking by sight, fear
gripped him. Under its control, he was no longer able to
do the impossible. Even though fear is a natural human
emotion, do we control it or does it control us (see
Genesis 4:7)?
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personal Fully Accepting God’s Sovereignty

(continued from page 7)

A recent Barna poll revealed that over 80% of
Americans believe God exists, but that belief has little
influence on their conduct. Just about anything goes in
this nation anymore. The great immorality of the Ameri-
can people reveals that they are not very concerned
about being answerable to Him. Considering what has
happened in Israel’s history, should we not be con-
cerned about what this might lead to in the near future?

II Timothy 2:10-13 reminds us:

Therefore I endure all things for the sake of the
elect, that they also may obtain the salvation which
is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. This is a
faithful saying: For if we died with Him, we shall
also live with Him. If we endure, we shall also reign
with Him. If we deny Him, He also will deny us. If
we are faithless, He remains faithful; He cannot
deny Himself.

The apostle gives this warning directly to God’s
children. Despite how we may personally relate to Him
in how we live, God cannot deny what He truly is. We
may be highly variable in our attitude and conduct
because we are lackadaisical and tolerate human nature
having its way. We may yield to this world’s influence
on us and backslide into the same careless way of life
that dominated us before God called us into His church
(Ephesians 2:3). Yet, our God and Savior is constant and
faithful to what He is. His character and purpose never
change. God loves, and because He does, He also

judges. Does not Proverbs 13:24 instruct, “He who
spares his rod hates his son, but he who loves him
disciplines him promptly?” Our Savior will not overlook
this need in us.

As we have seen from His Word, sometimes His
discipline can be very stressful (Hebrews 12:11), but that
is the cost of following Him where He leads. He will act
as He truly is regardless of what we personally think or
fail to think or whether we allow Him to be closely or only
marginally involved in how we live our lives.

This world’s nominal Christianity has so wrongly
overemphasized God’s grace that it makes salvation
assured if we will only accept Jesus Christ. However, it
does so without equally teaching that we must meet the
responsibilities that God also clearly reveals. We must
faithfully walk to the Promised Land. To keep our part of
the New Covenant, we must live His way of life to be
prepared to live in the Promised Land.

This article has laid a foundation for what we have
committed ourselves to as God’s children. Part Two will
show what we must do to ensure that the relationship
grows ever more intimate. What God has called us to is
indescribably glorious, and He has promised to supply
our every need. He is above all lovingly faithful to us.
With His enabling grace, His purpose for us can be
accomplished.

In Christian love,

ready answer The Sin of Fear

Hebrews 3:12 warns, “Beware, brethren, lest there
be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from
the living God.” We need to be on guard against unbelief.
The author conjures up a picture of an enemy ready to
pounce, advising us that we always need to be at the
ready for its attack. We must face it and overcome it.

This verse is not talking about the normal unbelief and
its fruit of fear that all people have, for fearfulness is a
common human condition. As our Creator, God under-
stands that doubts will creep in now and again. Rather,
it speaks of a heart controlled by doubt, by unbelief,
leading to fear that can cause us to cut and run from the
living God. That kind of heart will drag a person down
just as Peter’s doubt dragged him down into the waters
of Galilee.

The central peril of unbelief is that it breaks the trust
that is the basis of our relationship with God. We can see
how this worked in Satan. God created him perfect

(Ezekiel 28:15), yet somewhere along the line he no
longer believed that God was good and doubted that God
had his best interests at heart. This doubt about God’s
love led to the fear that he would not get what he
deserved. That fear, born of his unbelief and doubt, led
to his rebellion and the most glaring example yet of
departing from the living God.

Does God have our best interests at heart? Jeremiah
29:11 says, Yes! “For I know the thoughts that I think
toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of
evil, to give you a future and a hope.” As the old saying
goes, this is straight from the horse’s mouth—from the
highest authority in the universe. The only question is do
we believe it with every fiber of our beings?

Why should we not fear? How do we combat it? More
answers to those questions will be in Part Two, along
with an explanation of the fear paradox.

—Pat Higgins
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Drug Money in America

In contemplating the state of mind of leaders, Solomon
observes that “money answers everything” (Ecclesiastes

10:19). The business of legalized drugs is a powerful example of
the power of money to foster unethical collusion. In 2011, the
total revenue of the world’s pharmaceutical industry was $839
billion. In the United States alone, drug companies brought in
over $320 billion. While this revenue may seem like a good thing
from a national economic standpoint, a closer look reveals a
much darker side.

In 1997, the U.S. began allowing drug companies to engage
in direct-to-consumer (DTC) marketing without having to make
a full disclosure of risks and side effects. This practice is so
fraught with danger and abuse that only one other country in the
world permits it (New Zealand). DTC marketing encourages the
consumer to be a driving force in the prescription process based
on slick, emotion-driven marketing lacking crucial information,
and many doctors are all too happy to prescribe what their
patients ask for.

Today, over $5 billion is spent annually on DTC advertising.
In 2008, the House of Representatives Commerce Committee
found that every $1,000 spent on drug ads produced 24 new
patients. A 2003 Commerce Committee research report found
that prescription rates for drugs promoted in this way were
nearly seven times greater than those without consumer adver-
tising. Allowing the drug companies to present their products
without full disclosure has proved to be incredibly profitable,
both for the drug companies and for the doctors writing the
prescription. However, a Food and Drug Administration
survey of U.S. physicians found that 75% believed the DTC
ads caused patients to think the drug works better than it actually
did, and only 40% of physicians believed that patients properly
understood the risks and negative effects of a drug from the DTC
ad alone.

While drug companies go all out to influence the consumer,
they try even harder to influence doctors, spending some $16
billion a year on product promotion to them. This goes far
beyond just posters on the wall and targeted mailings. Accord-
ing to the ProPublica database, in 2009 seven companies paid
$282 million in legal bribes to over 17,000 doctors, in either direct
payments or gifts—vacations, sports tickets, club member-
ships, expensive dinners, etc.—designed to establish rapport
between sales representatives and physicians, and thus influ-
ence their prescribing habits. Drug companies have become the
chief influencers of doctors’ prescription decisions. They would
not spend such money if it did not have a good return.

This influence begins as early as medical school. On March
2, 2009, The New York Times published the article, “Harvard
Medical School in Ethics Quandary,” describing the collusion
between Harvard faculty and various drug companies. Students
became wary when a professor promoted the benefits of certain
cholesterol drugs yet belittled a student who inquired about the
side effects. The students discovered that their professor—a
full-time member of the Harvard Medical faculty—was also a
paid consultant for ten different drug companies, five of which
manufactured cholesterol drugs.

However, this was just the tip of the iceberg: Under the
school’s disclosure policy, about 1,600 of 8,900 professors and

lecturers (18%) reported that they or a family member has ties to
a company that could bias their teaching or research. In 2008
alone, the pharmaceutical industry contributed more than $11.5
million to Harvard for “research and continuing education
classes.”

The links between the federal government and drug compa-
nies are likewise manifold. The pharmaceutical industry is the
biggest political lobby, having spent $1.5 billion on lobbying
Congress in the last decade. In addition, it has become common-
place for the officers of the Centers for Disease Control (CDC)
and National Institutes of Health (NIH) to take leading positions
in drug companies, while retaining the governmental ties that
engender influence. In 2003, hundreds of NIH scientists were
found to have financial ties to the medical and pharmaceutical
industries. The then-director of the NIH, Elias Zerhouni, dis-
suaded Congress from banning all outside activities of those
working for the NIH. Instead, it limited the restrictions for
conflicts of interest to upper-level management only. (In a
classic example of wearing conflicting hats, Zerhouni later left
the NIH, and is now head of Sanofi-Aventis’ research labs, a
professor at Johns Hopkins School of Medicine, a member of the
Board of Trustees at the Mayo Clinic, and a senior fellow for the
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation’s Global Health Program.)

While word of collusion, conflicts of interest, and legal
bribery by the drug companies is seeping out to the public, the
stories have not become a flood because the drug companies
have billions to spend on advertising, and media companies are
starving for advertising dollars. Retired neurosurgeon Russell L.
Blaylock, MD, explains in an editorial on Mercola.com:

We no longer have investigative journalists, we have a
corporate controlled media. It is no secret that most media
outlets are desperate for money, especially in this economy.
The lifeblood of all media is advertising. An independent
analysis appearing in a peer reviewed open access journal
published by the Public Library of Science estimated that
pharmaceutical companies in the U.S. spent $57.5 billion
on promotion in 2004, almost twice as much as they spend
on research and development. Virtually every TV news
network, magazine and newspaper is filled with very ex-
pensive pharmaceutical ads. These media outlets cannot
afford to lose this money and this allows the pharmaceu-
tical companies to set editorial policy. Stories criticizing
vaccines are as rare as hen’s teeth.

Pharmaceuticals are a marketing-driven industry, and one
whose products are responsible for over 700,000 emergency
room visits each year. More critically, adverse drug reactions
from drugs that are properly prescribed and properly adminis-
tered cause about 106,000 deaths per year, making prescription
drugs the fourth-leading cause of death in America. The image
of life-saving researchers in white coats is now challenged by the
one of insatiable sales reps in flashy cars. But the profits are high
enough, and the influence great enough, that many “leaders” are
willing to turn a blind eye.

—David C. Grabbe



Jesus walked with His disciples from Bethsaida to the neighborhood of Caesarea Philippi. Six to eight days later,
Jesus went up into a high mountain to pray, taking Peter, James, and John with Him and leaving His other nine

disciples behind. There He was transfigured before the three. Meanwhile in the valley, the nine disciples failed to
cast out a demon from a young boy. Descending the day following His transfiguration, Christ healed the demoniac

boy. This miracle is recorded in three accounts: Matthew 17:14-21; Mark 9:14-29; Luke 9:37-43.

The failure of the nine disciples had given the scribes fuel for criticism of both the disciples and Christ. When
Christ arrived on the scene, the scribes were being critically disruptive about the failure. The scribes were not
known for their questioning as much as for their refuting and disputing. “Questioning” (KJV) or “disputing”

(NKJV) in Mark 9:14 is translated from a Greek word that implies confuting, that is, attempting to disprove or deny.

The success of Christ, however, countered the failure of the disciples, shutting the mouths of the critical scribes.
His coming upon this scene of dispute, chaos, and darkness must have been an incredible contrast to the honor,

power, and glory that He had just experienced on the mountain in the Transfiguration. The sights and sounds that
met Him on His return to the sinful world must have disturbed Him.

Exorcising a Young Boy (Part One)

The Miracles of Jesus Christ

Bible Study

1. Why are the disciples surprised at being unable to cast
out the demon?
COMMENT: The disciples’ question, “Why could we not cast
it out?” suggests that they could not see any reason for
their failure. Jesus replies emphatically, “Because of your
unbelief. . . . [T]his kind does not go out except by prayer
and fasting” (Matthew 17: 20-21). Here He emphasizes the
necessity and power of faith, as well as the need of interces-
sion and self-denial. Their great lack of faith was not a lack
of intellectual acceptance of all Christ stood for, but the lack
of living faith in His divine omnipotence. He taught with
excellence and performed many miracles, yet His teaching
and miracle-working made little progress in the people’s
faith. Unbelief still dominated them (Romans 3:3-4). How-
ever, Christ continued in patience to teach the people and
to work mighty miracles for them. Thankfully, our Savior is
patient in dealing with our sluggishness and dullness in
learning God’s truth and faithfully living His way of life.
2. What overcomes the cause of the boy’s affliction?
COMMENT: The gospels record the boy’s horrible symptoms:
severe convulsions, foaming at the mouth, grinding of the
teeth, and general rigidity of body. Due to sudden attacks, he
often fell into the fire and into the water. Another over-
whelming symptom was deafness and dumbness. He could
utter only inarticulate sounds, though he possessed all the
necessary organs for speech. All of his problems came as the
result of his miserable, possessed condition, and they left
him so emaciated that all life seemed to be draining from him.

Yet, nothing is too hard for Jesus Christ to conquer, no
matter how powerful a demon seems to be. After rebuking
the faithless and perverse generation, including the scribes
and Pharisees, Jesus rebukes the demon, and it departs from
him (Matthew 17:18; Mark 9:20, 25-27; Luke 9:42; see
Zechariah 3:2). The demon dares not disobey Jesus’ order
not to re-enter because it recognizes His authority over it.
From then on, the boy is free of the demon. Jesus takes the

boy’s hand and delivers him to his father, bringing calm-
ness, peace, and order in place of the disruption that pre-
ceded the exorcism. His spiritual power to heal had overcome
the demonic force that caused the boy to suffer.
3. What is the main lesson of Christ’s miracle?
COMMENT: This miracle teaches that it takes the power of
faith to overcome the enemy (Matthew 17:20; Mark 9:19, 23-
24). Why had the nine disciples failed? They had been
careless in their personal spiritual walks and had neglected
prayer and fasting (Mark 9:29). The authority that Jesus had
given them was effective only if exercised by faith, but faith
must be cultivated through spiritual discipline and devo-
tion. The apostle Paul uses Abraham as an example of this:

No unbelief or distrust made him waver (doubtingly
question) concerning the promise of God, but he grew
strong and was empowered by faith as he gave praise
and glory to God, fully satisfied and assured that God
was able and mighty to keep His word and to do what
He had promised. That is why his faith was credited to
him as righteousness (right standing with God). (Ro-
mans 4:20-22, The Amplified Bible)

Half of the healings Christ performed happened due to
the prayer of loved ones and friends. The father of the
demon-possessed boy remains a monument of faith, timid
yet true, through his love for his boy. His pleading, “Have
compassion on us, and help us,” was highly honored by
Jesus. The key to the exercise of such faith is not its
quantity, but the God to whom it is directed; therefore, even
the smallest faith—“like a mustard seed”—will see spec-
tacular results (Luke 17:5-6; Matthew 17:20). Jesus says in
Mark 9:23, “All things are possible to him who believes.”
Faith acts as an open door into a relationship with God and
as a shield that protects God’s people when they are under
spiritual attack.

—Martin G. Collins
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