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We live in a world gripped by many fears.
Some of them are personal phobias like
agoraphobia (fear of crowds or open spaces)
and ophidiophobia (fear of snakes). Other
fears, however, can have a significant effect on
our spiritual lives. God frequently urges us
not to fear, yet we are to have a fear of Him.
We consider fear to be negative, but some
fears are “healthy.” How do we explain such
paradoxes? How do we deal with fear?
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personal from John W. Ritenbaugh

I
f we are going to meet our overall responsibili-
ties of living by faith and glorifying God by our
lives in this world, it is vital that we fully accept

the sovereignty of God. This focus centers on our
personal witness and growth in the grace and
knowledge of Jesus Christ. We most certainly
cannot do well in meeting these responsibilities
unless we know God.

John 17:3 reminds us that eternal life is to know
God: “And this is eternal life, that they may know
You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom
You have sent.” The word “know” does not
merely indicate knowledge about Him, but rather
it suggests an intimate and personal knowledge of
Him obtained by experience with Him in the daily
matters of living life together.

This knowing of God is not general knowledge
that He truly lives, that He is the Creator, or that
He resides in heaven, but rather it is specific
knowledge of His character, attitudes, patterns of
thinking, and the depths of His loving kindness and
grace. Knowledge of His trustworthiness and
patience are very important, as is conviction of His
awareness of us as individuals. These elements
and many more are exceedingly significant to two
individuals who plan to marry each other and
commit their lives to each other for eternity.

Our drawing close to Him faces many chal-
lenges from this world as devised by Satan and
from our own human nature that remains alive

within following conversion. However, Hebrews
11:27 provides us with a sound example of how
one prominent biblical figure accomplished it:
“By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath
of the king; for he endured as seeing Him who is
invisible.” This succinct statement illustrates
what made the difference between those who
succeeded in living by faith and entered the Prom-
ised Land and those who left Egypt but died
during the pilgrimage: Those who succeeded
“saw” God.

This is perhaps the simplest and clearest expla-
nation of the nature of faith in the entire Bible.
Hebrews is written to a group of people undergo-
ing severe trials, and the author encourages and
counsels them to persevere through them and
remain on track for the Kingdom of God. At this
point, Moses is the specific illustration of living by
faith. In his relationship with God, he is described
as being sustained in perseverance as if he literally
saw God with His bodily eyes.

Hebrews 11:1 explains, “Now faith is the sub-
stance of things hoped for, the evidence of things
not seen.” The author is saying that faith is the
confident conviction that, like the foundation of a
building, stands under and supports a life lived by
faith in the invisible God. This brings up an impor-
tant question: How can a person live by faith if he
does not have sufficient knowledge of the sover-
eign greatness, closeness, and awesome grace of

Fully Accepting
God’s Sovereignty

Part Two
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God? In the mercy that He has already given, God has
shown enough of Himself to allow us to begin a relationship
with Him. Of course, we need more to come to know Him
and fear Him as He desires.

A recent Barna poll reported that over 80% of Ameri-
cans believe God exists. Yet, how is their level of knowl-
edge about Him affecting their conduct? Clearly, it is not
supporting moral living to any great extent. This fact
triggers the thought that the great immorality of the Ameri-
can people reveals that they are not very concerned about
being answerable to Him. They have heard of Him but do
not know Him.

A Sobering Reality
Paul writes in II Timothy 2:11-13, “This is a faithful saying:
For if we died with Him, we shall also live with Him. If we
endure, we shall also reign with Him. If we deny Him, He
also will deny us. If we are faithless, He remains faithful;
He cannot deny Himself.”

We need only to grasp Paul’s overall point here. Jesus
Christ, our Example and Savior, will never deviate from
His character; He “is the same yesterday, today, and
forever” (Hebrews 13:8). The apostle gives this admoni-
tion directly to God’s children: Despite how we may
personally relate to God as shown by how we live, our
Savior will always be faithful to God and His purpose. He
will live and act as He truly is regardless of what we
personally think or how we live our lives. This is what we,
too, must strive to do. Thus, two applications to our lives
follow: God loves and mercifully and generously gives to
His children, but He also judges, requiring His children to
live up to standards that glorify Him and His Family.

On Friday evening during the 2012 Feast of Taber-
nacles, we viewed a video that showed that others besides
the church of God are watching what is happening in and
to the United States. The pastor featured in the video
primarily expounded Isaiah 9:10. We, however, will take a
broader view of the God-given warning to Israel contained
within the entire paragraph so that we can grasp God’s
focus as applied to us personally.

The LORD sent a word against Jacob, and it has fallen
on Israel. All the people will know—Ephraim and the
inhabitant of Samaria—who say in pride and arro-
gance of heart: “The bricks have fallen down, but we
will rebuild with hewn stones; the sycamores are cut
down, but we will replace them with cedars.” There-
fore the LORD shall set up the adversaries of Rezin
against him, and spur his enemies on, the Syrians
before and the Philistines behind; and they shall
devour Israel with an open mouth. (Isaiah 9:8-12)

Though this is an accusation and warning to Israel, it
is also a warning to God’s children, and it affects us
because we live in an Israelite nation. He warns that,

because of our national arrogance, shown by our refusal to
take His correction, He will turn nations against us, one
after another, in such a manner that we will lose our
lofty status in the world and be devoured as a nation.
Our strength will be sapped from us until we are helpless.
This is already in process, and we are living right in the
midst of it!

“Do You See God?” has been the major theme under-
lying much of my preaching since about 1990. I cannot
remember a particular moment this theme began growing
in my mind because it did not strike my mind like a lightning
bolt. The mental picture came from another pastor’s
sermon though he did not use the phrase. It was the
question that I formed in my own mind from what he was
describing. The concept began to take shape during the
time I was pastoring the Glendale and North Hollywood,
California, congregations and continued to build after
moving to Charlotte, North Carolina. The concept did not
“hit” my mind as a fully developed theme; rather, it was
more like a planted seed that very slowly, in “real” time,
grew.

The nucleus, the “seed,” is the belief drawn largely from
my own struggles, as well as from my dealings with my
brethren in Christ, that though we sincerely believe God
exists, we may have no truly strong conviction that He and
His Son are personally involved with us—a conviction that
we might have if we could literally see Him.

My emphasis is on the words “personally involved.” In
Luke 18:8, Jesus asks His followers, “Nevertheless, when
the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the
earth?” This searching question implies that He believes
living, saving faith will be in short supply. However, the
answer is “Yes,” because if there were no faith, no one
would be saved at that time. Yet, two unspoken questions
remain: “What level of faith?” and “Is the faith truly being
lived?”

An Overview of Why Israel Failed
Hebrews 3:12 succinctly reveals why Israel failed: “Be-
ware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of
unbelief in departing from the living God.” We know the
overall story of Israel’s failure in the wilderness. Of all the
people who began the journey, only a handful actually
entered the Promised Land. This reality is intended to
illustrate how much the personal relationship with God
means to our salvation. By and large, the Israelites of old
had no personal relationship with Him.

This is the broad answer as to why this great mass of
people failed. They did not believe God. The author really
drives this point home by emphasizing it as an “evil heart
of unbelief.” It was evil because it would not permit them
to faithfully submit to Him; it caused a struggle within them
and led them to disobey. Israel’s failure, despite God’s
many works in their behalf, illustrates that just believing
that God exists is not sufficient for salvation.
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This weakness of faith is not unique to them. The
extensive coverage given in the Bible to the Israelites’
release from Egyptian slavery and their subsequent failure
in the wilderness is fully intended for our learning. Their
failure followed their symbolic calling from the world,
baptism in the Red Sea, receipt of the law, and acceptance
of the covenant at Mount Sinai.

Their failure occurred at a time equivalent to our doing
so after conversion. They failed to grow, overcome, and
remain faithful during their testing in the wilderness. Are
we not now making our spiritual wilderness journey? Have
not a large number of people who fellowshipped with us in
the Worldwide Church of God stopped walking with us?

I firmly believe that the current scattered condition of
the church was deliberately caused and executed by God,
not Satan. Why? To test and to build our faith. Being in the
Worldwide Church of God with its large congregations
was deceivingly comfortable. Such a circumstance tends
to produce complacency, as Christ’s message to the
Laodiceans shows. But over the past 15-20 years, the
practical day-to-day faith of those in the church of God has
been seriously challenged.

Many have departed from fellowshipping with their
brethren. Consider the use of the term “departing” in
Hebrews 3:12. As seen from God’s point of view, this is a
strong warning, since He considers their hearts to have
been “evil.” The translators smoothed over the Greek
term, aphistemi, underlying “departing from.” Strong’s
Concordance says that it means “remove,” “instigate,”
“revolt,” “desert.” The historical context indicates a stron-
ger wording, “rebelled against,” more clearly seen when
compared with the faithfulness of both Christ and Moses,
as extolled in verses 1-3.

In The Daily Study Bible Series: The Letter to the
Hebrews, commentator William Barclay translates this
verse, “Have a care, brothers, lest an evil and disobedient
heart be in any of you in a state of rebellion against the
living God” (p. 32, emphasis ours). That is how God sees
the destruction of their relationship with Him. When viewed
within the context of the entire book of Hebrews, which
extolls the greatness of Jesus Christ, our sovereign God,
the rebellion that Paul is warning against is the turning
away from a living, dynamic Person, not merely from some
vague belief in a distant God.

It is very difficult to believe that the Israelites did not
believe God exists after all the powerful witnesses they
were given at the Red Sea and Mount Sinai. They had the
same human nature that we do. Their problem was trusting
Him, being faithful to Him in the daily activities of life, as
one should be in a marriage. They had this problem
because they really did not know Him, and they did not
know Him because they did not seek Him.

A More Modern Comparison
When this nation was founded, a number of the Founding
Fathers were Deists. A Deist is a person who bears the
reputation of being “religious.” He usually attended church
regularly and had a fair amount of knowledge about God.

He may have been able to quote a number of scriptures
and been quite moral, especially when judged against
today’s standards. Yet, what set them apart from other
religious folk is that, though he believed in God’s existence
and that humanity is answerable to Him to some degree, he
did not believe that God is actively involved in the opera-
tions of His creation. Simply said, a Deist believes that God
created and then stepped away to observe His creation
operate by natural law.

In other words, a Deist believes that God is not actively
governing His creation by directly intervening and guiding
the activities of men in a purposeful direction. The
Israelites in the wilderness had a strong strain of this
concept in them. They did not really “see” God in their
mind’s eye, as Jesus confirms in John 3:3, “Most assuredly,
I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the
kingdom of God.” The Israelites had a problem with
accepting His personal interest and involvement in their
individual lives on a day-to-day basis as they made their
pilgrimage.

Experience teaches that we, too, must often be re-
minded of this fact, as Hebrews 3:13 does, “Exhort one
another daily, while it is called ‘Today.’” Verses 7 and 15
focus on “today,” meaning “right now”—the subject must
not be put off. In this way, “Today,” injects a sense of
urgency as well as the thought of “as long as the opportu-
nity exists,” implying that now is our time of salvation. It
must not be wasted because God calls one only once.

At the same time, he is suggesting that the Israelites
failed because they did not use their faith as a day-to-day
function of life. Faith is not something to be held in reserve
for the really big trials of life, but it is the solid foundation
of daily living. It is this level of faith that Jesus was
concerned about when He asked, “When the Son of Man
comes, will He really find faith on the earth?” Living faith
motivates every thought meant to produce action, begin-
ning with what God requires before all else. Paul is urging
believers to work toward using faith in God as the driving
force of everything we do each day.

Hearing God Is Urgently Needed
In regard to faith, we must understand what the Bible
means by its frequent admonitions to “hear.” Paul writes
here in Hebrews 3:15, “Today, if you will hear His voice.”
He is not pressing us to hear the sound of His voice, but to
understand what God wants us to learn through what Paul,
the preacher, is expounding in his epistle. Paul is urging us
to take the time now to “get” it, to “see” or “grasp” what
God is teaching.

Hebrews 3:17-18 and 4:2 will help us reach a conclusion
about what God intends regarding hearing:

Now with whom was He angry forty years? Was it
not with those who sinned, whose corpses fell in the
wilderness? And to whom did He swear that they
would not enter His rest, but to those who did not
obey? . . . For indeed the gospel was preached to us
as well as to them; but the word which they heard did
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not profit them, not being mixed with faith in those
who heard it.

Whether a person physically hears the actual voice of
God Himself is of little importance. Whether “hearing” in
our personal reading or “hearing” the preaching of a
minister, what is critical is that we obey the godly instruc-
tion, because unless we actually obey, we have not yet
truly heard. If a person continues to sin, he has not really
heard, in the biblical sense, what God has taught.

Put in another way, if a person continues to sin because
God’s Word does not motivate him to obedience to what
He teaches, then he, in a worst-case scenario, either does
not believe God or at this point his belief is so weak that he
cannot bring himself to trust Him. Such are the ones who
died in the wilderness. The weakness is not that people do
not believe that He exists, but that they do not trust what
He says because, in reality, they do not know Him. Thus,
in the biblical sense, they have not yet truly heard.

In Hebrews 4:2, Paul uses the Greek word pistis for the
first time in his letter. He will use it 31 more times. Pistis
is translated either as “faith” or as “faithfulness.” I believe
that “faithfulness” is better here because that is what the
Israelites lacked. Faithfulness is trusting God in continuous
fashion as shown by conduct. God has given us a great
deal, but it is our responsibility to hold firmly to His
instructions by living them. Living them engrains them into
our characters as habits, and this is good. Through habitual
use, they become so entrenched in our behavior that we do
not even have to call them to mind.

The unbelief that Paul is speaking of here is that our
weak trust results in weak Christian living because we do
not know and “see” God with the clarity that we should
have. It can be rectified, but that is not always easy and at
times may seem costly. What follows is an overview of
what we must do.

We Must Seek God
Isaiah 55:1-9 charges us with this responsibility:

Ho! Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and
you who have no money, come, buy and eat. Yes,
come, buy wine and milk without money and without
price. Why do you spend money for what is not
bread, and your wages for what does not satisfy?
Listen diligently to Me, and hear what is good, and
let your soul delight itself in abundance. Incline
your ear, and come to Me. Hear, and your soul shall
live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with
you—the sure mercies of David. Indeed I have given
him as a witness to the people, a leader and com-
mander for the people. Surely you shall call a nation
you do not know, and nations who do not know you
shall run to you, because of the LORD your God, and
the Holy One of Israel; for He has glorified you.

Seek the LORD while He may be found, call upon
Him while He is near. Let the wicked forsake his
way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him
return to the LORD, and He will have mercy on him;
and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon. For
My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your
ways My ways, says the LORD. For as the heavens
are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than
your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.

This paragraph presents an overall and continuous
solution to this weakness in the lives of the converted. First,
notice that this paragraph is in the form of a command. It
is not a mere suggestion but a direct charge from our
Creator. As the reference to David indicates, it is ad-
dressed to His people, so His audience already knows Him
to some degree. The word “return” (verse 7) confirms this,
indicating that He and they already have a relationship, but
those He is speaking to have lost some resolve and drifting
apart has occurred.

The mention of David appears in verses 3-4. When this
was written, David had been dead for about 250 years, so
this inclusion inserts some symbolism and moves the time-
setting, making it a prophecy that fits it into the end time as
well as Isaiah’s lifetime. David is a type of Jesus Christ in
His office as King, which further confirms that God is
commanding this of those who already know and have a
relationship with Him. Not only have these people drifted
away, but they are also not making the effort to “seek” Him
to strengthen the relationship.

The responsibility of those who have made the covenant
with Him to seek Him is thus not that of striving to find Him
in order to establish a relationship as a relationship already
exists. Rather, it is seeking Him in order to be like Him and
become more fully intimate with His will.

Verses 1-3 remind us that our relationship with Him is
not without cost. This paragraph begins with an urgent
command: “Come!” The sense is that paying the cost of
seeking is obligatory if the relationship is to continue.

We need to understand our position here. God not only
loves us, but He also greatly desires us to be in His
Kingdom. At the same time, He wants us to show volun-
tarily that we desire the relationship. In addition, to rein-
force our obligation, we must grasp and fully accept that
He has every legal right to command us to do this. He
symbolically establishes this in Ezekiel 16:8:

“When I passed by you again and looked upon you,
indeed your time was the time of love; so I spread My
wing over you and covered your nakedness. Yes, I
swore an oath to you and entered into a covenant with
you and you became Mine,” says the Lord GOD.

The young woman is involved in a marriage. Within the
context, she begins as a type of Jerusalem and gradually
expands into a type of all Israel. Within the fullness of the
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(continued on page 14)

Bible, the symbolism can apply all the way to include the
church and the New Covenant. Verse 8 clearly states,
“You became Mine.”

The statement, “I spread My wing over you,” is a
symbol of caring protection. It can also imply what Boaz
did in accepting Ruth when, at Naomi’s bold suggestion,
she came to him at night and slept at his feet. Ruth was
willing to pay the price of possibly losing her reputation by
being perceived as a prostitute because the community
could have interpreted what she did as brazenly throwing
herself at Boaz. But Boaz, being a just man (also a type of
Christ), took the hint properly and redeemed Ruth to be his
wife. “I spread My wing over you” suggests both as a
companion in marriage and as a possession.

The Old Covenant was a marriage covenant, and it
prefigures the New Covenant, which is also a marriage
covenant. Several verses confirm that the church as
Christ’s Bride is a purchased possession. The apostle Paul
writes in I Corinthians 6:19-20: “Or do you not know that
your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you,
whom you have from God, and you are not your own? For
you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your
body and in your spirit, which are God’s” (see also I
Corinthians 7:22-23; II Peter 2:1). These verses are espe-
cially clear regarding the legal realities involved in this
relationship. The price of our redemption from slavery to
Satan and this world has been paid by Christ when He shed
His blood. We legally belong to Him.

In Isaiah 55:1-3, our part in this relationship is clearly not
costly in terms of money, but it is in terms of our lives and
how we spend them. Our lives must be lived by faith in the
One who redeemed us. Paul describes the Christian life as
a living sacrifice (Romans 12:1).

Notice Isaiah 55’s symbolic terminology: thirst, waters,
eat, wine, milk, bread, satisfy, listen diligently, incline your
ear and come to Me, and hear and live. Within the context,
all of these things imply eating spiritually. Jesus states in
John 6:51, “I am the living bread which came down from
heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever;
and the bread that I shall give is My flesh, which I shall give
for the life of the world.” Jesus is the living Word of God.
He adds in John 6:63, “It is the Spirit who gives life; the
flesh profits nothing. The words that I speak to you are
spirit, and they are life.”

Thus, the symbolic connection is made between Isaiah
55:1-3 and “eating” of Christ. Sacrificing our lives to do
this, through God’s grace, leads to our making an everlast-
ing one, to which the phrase “the sure mercies of David”
alludes. The original recipients of this prophecy had al-
ready made the Old Covenant with God, but as Hebrews
8 proves, the Old Covenant was not an everlasting cov-
enant. Thus, the covenant promised in Isaiah 55 was a
future one. He is alluding to the New Covenant made with
us, bringing the church directly into this context.

Understand that, even though we have made the New
Covenant with God, it is not a completely “done deal”
until we are in His Kingdom. This is a stern warning:
Completing the agreement depends on whether we, by
faith, allow Him to be sovereign over our lives. God has

greatly increased our opportunity to enter His Kingdom
over what He gave to those under the Old Covenant
through the gifts that He provides when we make the New
Covenant with Him. These include the forgiveness of sins
to justify us, access to Him in prayer, forgiveness of sin
after justification, and the great gifts of His Holy Spirit—
that is, His continuous grace and enabling to overcome. All
are given to help us come to know Him better and be
prepared.

Ear, Listen, Eat, Hear, and Live
Each of the terms in the first three verses is an important
symbol that has spiritual meaning, but we will focus briefly
on only one of them, the symbol of “ear” in verse 3. God
adds to that term, “come to Me” and “hear, and . . . live.”
How important is this concept?

Paul writes in Romans 10:17, “So then faith comes by
hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” “So then” marks
this statement as a conclusion. If we desire to be in God’s
Kingdom, hearing is essential. Such a person must live by
faith. Salvation is by grace through faith, and faith comes
by hearing. Faith is an absolute necessity, and hearing is
equally necessary for having faith that saves.

Interestingly, virtually every modern translation of this
verse now reads, “So then faith comes from hearing, and
hearing through the word of Christ,” or the end may be,
“the word concerning Christ.” Why make this change?
The entire context of the book of Romans presents us with
the knowledge of the spiritual foundation for a life in Christ
and living by faith. It teaches us how to have a living
relationship with the Father and Son, and it focuses on
understanding the preaching of Christ. The translation
change brings Christ more sharply into focus.

Matthew 17:5 reads: “While he was still speaking,
behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and suddenly
a voice came out of the cloud, saying, ‘This is My beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear Him!’” The One
who became Jesus Christ is the same One urging us in
Isaiah 55 to seek Him, and a major element in seeking Him
is to hear Him. Hearing Him is the path to increasing faith
and being enabled to live by faith, thus pleasing God.

The first sentence of the first paragraph of the article,
“Ear, Hearing,” in The Dictionary of Biblical Imagery
reads, “In the Bible the ear is synonymous with the heart
and mind as an organ of cognition” (p. 223). The place-
ment of this statement helps emphasize the importance of
thoroughly understanding what Christ has said. The
Reader’s Digest Oxford Complete Wordfinder Dictio-
nary defines cognition as “knowing, perceiving, or con-
ceiving as an act or faculty distinct from emotion and
volition.” “Understanding,” “grasping,” and “getting” are
synonyms. To come to know Christ obviously requires
effort. Biblically, then, the hearing involved in Isaiah 55:1-
3 requires concentrated listening, comparing scripture
with scripture, and meditated understanding. These lead to
living faith and grasping the sovereignty of God over our
lives.
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Post-Historic Cave-Dwellers
Our Savior Jesus Christ declares in Matthew 12:34,

“For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth
speaks” (see also Luke 6:45). The words of those whom
Christ quotes in Revelation 6:16-17 prove to be a veritable
window to their minds. An examination of what these
people say—and do not say—provides us with a pan-
oramic view of their thoughts: “Fall on us and hide us from
the face of Him who sits on the throne and from the wrath
of the Lamb! For the great day of His wrath has come,
and who is able to stand?”

Before parsing these words, we should put them in
context: Who said them, to whom, and under what cir-
cumstances? The text of the sixth seal reads:

I looked when He opened the sixth seal, and behold,
there was a great earthquake; and the sun became
black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became like
blood. And the stars of heaven fell to the earth, as
a fig tree drops its late figs when it is shaken by a
mighty wind. Then the sky receded as a scroll when
it is rolled up, and every mountain and island was
moved out of its place. And the kings of the earth,
the great men, the rich men, the commanders, the
mighty men, every slave and every free man, hid
themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the
mountains, and said to the mountains and rocks,
“Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him who sits
on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! For
the great day of His wrath has come, and who is able
to stand?” (Revelation 6:12-17)

Today is the day of 9/11—Revelation 9:11, that is—the
days when the ruler of this world is called Apollyon
(“destroyer”) or Abaddon (“destruction”). We see about
us the fruits of Satan’s widespread work as he deceives
mankind into destroying the planet. Revelation 6 de-
scribes some of God’s initial judgments on “those who
destroy” this good earth (Revelation 11:18).

But more than judgment is involved; God’s actions are
beneficial too: They demonstrate Him already hard at
work terraforming the planet, making it once again hab-

itable for life as He created it. In Revelation 6, we see God
already setting out to fix the degraded environment.

So great are the literally “earthshaking” events involv-
ing sun and moon and sky that none could help but be filled
day and night with harrowing terror. Notable men have
become cavemen, post-historic cave-dwellers, we may
say, driven underground at the end of Satan’s rule. Intel-
ligent people open their mouths irrationally, crying out to
“mountains and rocks,” inanimate objects that will neither
answer them nor provide them lasting succor. And, at the
end, they can only wonder, “Who can stand?”

THE CAVEMEN SPEAK

God quotes two statements of these sixth-seal cavemen.
The first is a command to mountains and rocks. The
second is a question. What do their words tell us? What
does their silence tell us?

The first sentence is a somewhat illogical command for
the “mountains and rocks” to fall on them.

• In making this statement, the cavemen demon-
strate at least some correct understanding of the
Source of their difficulties. They recognize two
Beings as the cause: “Him who sits on the throne”
and “the Lamb.” This is remarkable in itself, since,
to this point, they have seen neither Being.
• The cavemen call one of these two Beings “the
Lamb.” Admittedly, they do not equate the Lamb
with Christ, but the inference is clear that they
understand the Lamb to be Christ, the Word of God.
Incidentally, John makes 26 references to Christ as
the Lamb in the book of Revelation.
• Further, the cavemen understand that these two
powerful Beings are angry. In assigning a cause to
their difficulties, they utterly shun the voice of the
secularist or the atheist. They do not, for example,
blame nature on their troubles. They do not assert,
“It’s just a cycle. Nature will clean up the air and
water, and everything will be okay soon.” Rather,
they squarely identify the cause of their present

Pprophecy watch
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problems to be the wrath of the Father and Christ.
• Even more interesting is their silence concerning
the Holy Spirit. In their dire straits, where their
lifestyles have so dramatically changed and their
lives are in clear-and-present danger, they make no
reference to the Holy Spirit as a separate Person of
the Godhead. This suggests that they have aban-
doned Trinitarian doctrine—remarkable considering
the cornerstone status nominal Christianity has his-
torically accorded to it. We are left to speculate why
they make no reference to the Trinity at this time.

Their second sentence is a question rather than a
statement or command. In stating that “the great day of
His wrath has come,” they recognize that their situation is
special; theirs are extraordinary times. They rightly
realize that they can no more defer the effects of God’s
ire than they can blame those effects on nature. Their
reference to “the great day of His wrath” indicates an at
least superficial realization that they are facing the Day of
the Lord. In asking, “Who can stand?” they recognize that
they are powerless to defend themselves against the
wrath of these two God-Beings.

In short, the window of these people’s minds opens up
to a substantially different landscape than what currently
exists in our world. Consider how many individuals whom
we would today classify as “the kings of the earth, the
great men” would refer to Christ as “the Lamb”? How
many “rich men, the commanders, the mighty men” know
about the prophesied Day of the Lord?

Comparatively few. Perhaps some in America’s Bible
Belt might use this terminology, but most individuals in the
wider society, the secularized, cosmopolitan mess we call
the Western World, would find these concepts alien to
their thinking. Moreover, most of those who are familiar
with the concepts of Christ as the Lamb or the Day of the
Lord also fervently believe in the Trinity—something our
latter-day cavemen do not allude to at all.

A SHIFT IN UNDERSTANDING

What is happening here? God has actually begun to
transform the religious landscape of these cave-dwellers
as surely as He has commenced to terraform the planet’s
physical landscape. These people have listened to the
Two Witnesses’ preaching, beginning at the time of the
fifth seal. God’s Word does not return to Him void (Isaiah
55:11); these erstwhile movers and shakers have heeded,
to an extent. As a result, they have a more complete—
though far from perfect—understanding of God and His
purposes. And they run for the hills!

We need to dig deeper into the minds of these end-time
spelunkers. What thinking underlies their words?

A shaking fist is absent; these individuals do not ex-
press anger or outright rebellion against God. Conversely,
they make no confession of personal guilt; they express no
repentance. While they recognize the existence of the
Father and Son, they do not understand that God is a
Family into which they can be born. They do not know—

or believe—the gospel. They do not realize that they can
develop a personal relationship with God and grow to become
like Him. In other words, the cavemen’s words are not those
of converted individuals at all.

The underlying thinking behind their comments is
desperate self-preservation. They want personal safety.
Understanding more than many do about God, convinced
that the Father and the Lamb are stirred to anger, their
knowledge is still so limited that they can only irrationally
command “mountains and rocks” to fall on them. Patheti-
cally, in the end, they can only ask a question that exhibits
the depths of their despair. Who is able to survive during
the Day of the Lord? They have no answer.

Isaiah 2 provides us a bit more insight. In verse 9, the
prophet, speaking of idolaters, addresses the issue of their
repentance. These people, he says, “will be brought low
and everyone humbled—do not forgive them” (Isaiah 2:9,
New International Version). God has humbled them
through mind-numbing terror; they hide in caves from God
and His Son and talk to rocks. Yet, in all this, they have not
yet expressed godly sorrow, not yet repented. So God has
not yet forgiven them. The prophet Isaiah continues:

Enter into the rock, and hide in the dust, from the terror
of the LORD and the glory of His majesty. The lofty looks
of man shall be humbled, the haughtiness of men shall
be bowed down, and the LORD alone shall be exalted in
that day. For the day of the LORD of hosts shall come
upon everything proud and lofty, upon everything lifted
up—and it shall be brought low. . . . (Isaiah 2:10-12)

Notice that the cave-dwellers are those who have been
humbled. In verse 11, Isaiah states the timeframe: They
are humbled in a time when “the LORD alone shall be
exalted. . . .” So, this passage in Isaiah 2 is dealing with the
general period that we call the Day of the Lord.

Interestingly, in verses 20-21, we see that they have
eschewed idolatry:

In that day a man will cast away his idols of silver and
his idols of gold, which they made, each for himself
to worship, to the moles and bats, to go into the clefts
of the rocks, and into the crags of the rugged rocks,
from the terror of the LORD And the glory of His
majesty, when He arises to shake the earth mightily.

If the people who hurl their idols “to the moles and bats”
as they enter the “clefts of the rocks” are the same ones
who ask “mountains and rocks” to fall on them in Revela-
tion 6:16, these folk may well have started out on a road
to repentance. They are not there yet, for they lack the
proper understanding and motivations. Though God has
not yet granted them repentance (II Timothy 2:25), He is
working among them, perhaps through the work of the
Two Witnesses. He has increased their knowledge about
Him, brought them to an understanding that idolatry is
wrong, and led them to subterranean “places of safety.”
Is He setting them apart as a cadre of physical beings He
can use in the Millennium?



1010101010                SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER    2012

prophecy watch Post-Historic Cave-Dwellers

SLAVES AND FREE MEN

To answer that question, we need to consider the role
played by another classification of cave-dweller that
John lists in Revelation 6:15. Juxtaposed against “the
kings of the earth, the great men, the rich men, the
commanders, the mighty men” is another group: “every
slave and every free man” (Revelation 6:15). Who are
they? What role do they play in the caves?

To understand, we first need to deal with those
repeated words, every: “every slave and every free
man.” Does John mean that every slave and every free
person in the world is addressing “mountains and
rocks,” asking that they fall on him? Does every free
individual and every slave know about the Day of the
Lord and about the Lamb at this point? That would be
a lot of people.

Revelation 9 clearly indicates that the cave-dwellers
represent only a segment—perhaps a small segment—
of humanity. Many other people have refused to fore-
swear idolatry, not yet understanding what the cavemen
know about God and His imminent anger:

But the rest of mankind, who were not killed by
these plagues, did not repent of the works of their
hands, that they should not worship demons, and
idols of gold, silver, brass, stone, and wood, which
can neither see nor hear nor walk. And they did
not repent of their murders or their sorceries or
their sexual immorality or their thefts. (Revelation
9:20-21)

So, the occurrences of “every” in Revelation 6:15 do
not refer to every slave and every free person in the
world. Rather, the phrase “every slave and every free
man” is a merism, a rhetorical device wherein a single
entity or action is described by opposites, as in “looked
high and low” or “on-and-off enthusiasm.” “Every
slave and every free man” refers to a small subset of
people, to a single class of person, one who is both
free and bond.

The merism may refer to God’s people—who are
free and slave concurrently. Christ promises that, if we
remain in His Word, we are free: “If you abide in My
word, you are My disciples indeed. And you shall know
the truth, and the truth shall make you free” (John 8:32).
Similarly, the apostle Paul writes:

There is therefore now no condemnation to those
who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk accord-
ing to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. For the
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me
free from the law of sin and death. (Romans 8:1-
2; compare Galatians 5:1)

Yet, the same apostle calls us slaves, bought by God:

Or do you not know that your body is the temple of
the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from
God, and you are not your own? For you were
bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your
body and in your spirit, which are God’s. (I
Corinthians 6:19-20)

Paul also tells the Roman church: “But now having
been set free from sin, and having become slaves of God,
you have your fruit to holiness, and the end, everlasting
life” (Romans 6:22). Peter provides yet further witness
to our being God’s slaves: “For this is the will of God, that
by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of
foolish men—as free, yet not using liberty as a cloak for
vice, but as bondservants of God” (I Peter 2:15-16).

In some ways, God’s people are free, and in others,
slaves.

ANOTHER PERSPECTIVE

We could look at this merism a bit differently. “Every
slave and every free man” could refer to true Christians,
those who know the truth and are therefore free (John
8:32) in God’s sight, but who have become enslaved by
man through end-time religious persecution. Slaves are
expropriated and disenfranchised individuals, having lost
personal and property rights. The Jews, taken in the Nazi
pogroms, were slaves, told by their masters, “Arbeit
macht frei” (“Work makes free”).

Currently, chattel slavery is not a legal institution in
Western civilization. However, under increased Islamic
influence, it could become legalized and widespread as
the result of religious persecution. So it might happen
that God protects His people in caves, arranging to have
them taken there as slaves in service to others.

What else might God’s people do in these caves?
Hopefully, they would be a light to those around them
(Matthew 5:14). Armed with far more knowledge about
God and His plan than their masters, God’s people will be
able to put the horrifying events into perspective for the
already-humbled cave-dwellers. The caves will be not
so much a “place of final training” as a venue to serve
others. For example, God’s people might

1. Assure others that Christ will soon end the madden-
ing chaos by establishing His rule on earth.

2. Tell them the living can expect to see His return—
“every eye will see Him” (Revelation 1:7).

3. Notify them that, at His return, they can expect to
see God’s people rising in the air to meet Him (I
Thessalonians 4:17).

4. Instruct them that, once Christ consolidates His
rule, the terror will subside, as the healing waters
from His throne take their effect (Ezekiel 47:1-12;
Revelation 22:1-2).

(continued on page 14)
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The Sin of Fear

“Be ready always to give an answer . . .” I Peter 3:15

Part Two
In the previous article, we saw that fear and unbelief are sins; that fear has
many destructive effects; and that unbelief, a lack of faith, is the source
of fear. Even though fear is a natural part of human nature, God commands
us to “fear not” repeatedly in the book of Isaiah (41:10, 13-14; 43:1, 5;
44:2). As we fight our personal battles, why should we not fear? Why
should “fear not” be a controlling factor in our lives? Notice Joshua 1:9
(Contemporary English Version): “I’ve commanded you to be strong
and brave. Don’t ever be afraid or discouraged! I am the LORD your God,
and I will be there to help you wherever you go.”

Do not ever be afraid! God will help wherever you go! That is why we
should not fear—God is with us; He is for us. Fear calls God a liar and
denies that He will keep His promises. Fear rejects God and such promises
as found in Hebrews 13:5-6:

Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such
things as you have. For He Himself has said, “I will never leave you
nor forsake you.” So we may boldly say: “The LORD is my helper; I
will not fear. What can man do to me?”

Fear, when not controlled, gives evidence that a person does not believe
that God is telling the truth and that He cannot be trusted to have one’s best
interests at heart. This rejects Jeremiah 29:11: “For I know the thoughts
that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil,
to give you a future and a hope.” To leave no doubt, God reassures us that
He wants the best for us, peace and a future with Him forever.

No matter what problems we face, God has a glorious end-game in mind
for us. Christ points to it in Luke 12:32 as a reason not to fear: “Do not fear,
little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.”
The end-game for this physical life is only the beginning of the next—
eternal life. Our God, with all the power at His command, is committed to
getting us there, as I Thessalonians 5:23-24 reveals: “Now may the God
of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and may your whole spirit, soul,
and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
He who calls you is faithful, who also will do it” (emphasis ours
throughout).

Our God is not passive in His love for us but is actively looking for

ready answer

“Be strong

and of good courage;

do not be afraid,

nor be dismayed,

for the LORD your God

is with you

wherever you go.”

—Joshua 1:9
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opportunities to do us good, assuring us in II Chronicles
16:9, “For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout
the whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of those
whose heart is loyal to Him.” Not only is it God’s will to be
a present help in trouble (Psalm 46:1), this verse in II
Chronicles also reveals that He takes it much further. God
is with great effort, illustrated by running to and fro,
actively looking for opportunities to help us. Kiel and
Delitzsch says of this verse, “[He] looks forth over all the
earth, uses every opportunity wonderfully to succour those
who are piously devoted to Him.”

So knowing that God is looking for every opportunity to
help us, we should be able to relate to Psalm 121:

I will lift up my eyes to the hills-from whence comes
my help? My help comes from the LORD, who made
heaven and earth. He will not allow your foot to be
moved; He who keeps you will not slumber. Behold,
He who keeps Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep.
The LORD is your keeper; the LORD is your shade at
your right hand. The sun shall not strike you by day,
nor the moon by night. The LORD shall preserve you
from all evil; He shall preserve your soul. The LORD

shall preserve your going out and your coming in from
this time forth, and even forevermore.

With all these promises, why do we have fear? We will
fear if we do not make God’s promises part of our thinking
or lack the faith to believe them.

The Fear Paradox

While we see that fear is an enemy, it is a paradox that a
Christian must have fear. It just has to be the right kind of
fear, as Christ teaches in Luke 12:4-5:

And I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of those
who kill the body, and after that have no more that
they can do. But I will show you whom you should
fear: Fear Him who, after He has killed, has power to
cast into hell; yes, I say to you, fear Him!

While the wrong kind of fear can lead to eternal death, the
right kind of fear leads to eternal life: “Fear of the LORD is
a life-giving fountain; it offers escape from the snares of
death” (Proverbs 14:27, New Living Translation, NLT).

The benefits of the right kind of fear are not limited to
the distant future and the promise of eternal life, but it also
has great benefits for the here and now for us and even our
children after us, as the following scriptures indicate:

• For the reverence and fear of God are basic to all
wisdom. Knowing God results in every other kind of
understanding. (Proverbs 9:10, The Living Bible)
• The friendship of the LORD is for those who fear him,

and he makes known to them his covenant. (Psalm
25:14, Revised Standard Version)
• And Moses said to the people, “Do not fear; for God
has come to test you, and that His fear may be before
you, so that you may not sin.” (Exodus 20:20)
• Oh, fear the LORD, you His saints! There is no want
to those who fear Him. (Psalm 34:9)
• He will fulfill the desire of those who fear Him; He
also will hear their cry and save them. (Psalm 145:19)
• By humility and the fear of the LORD are riches and
honor and life. (Proverbs 22:4)
• For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great
is His steadfast love toward those who fear Him. . . .
As a father pities his children, so the LORD pities those
who fear Him. (Psalm 103:11, 13)
• In the fear of the LORD there is strong confidence,
and His children will have a place of refuge. (Prov-
erbs 14:26)
• They shall be My people, and I will be their God; then
I will give them one heart and one way, that they may
fear Me forever, for the good of them and their children
after them. And I will make an everlasting covenant
with them, that I will not turn away from doing them
good; but I will put My fear in their hearts so that they
will not depart from Me. (Jeremiah 32:38-40)

Another Paradox

Another paradox is that while human fear is an enemy, it
is also a blessing. Fear is a natural human emotion. God
created that emotion in us, and He declares that what He
creates is good (Genesis 1:31). What can be good about
the wrong kind of fear? To answer that question, con-
sider the subject of pain. God created pain also, and
anyone in the throes of agony would be hard pressed to
believe that it was good. To illustrate that pain is a blessing
from God—yes, a blessing—notice this November 1,
2004, Associated Press article, “Rare disease makes girl
unable to feel pain”:

Ashlyn Blocker’s parents and kindergarten teachers
all describe her the same way: fearless. So they
nervously watch her plunge full-tilt into a childhood
deprived of natural alarms.

In the school cafeteria, teachers put ice in 5-year-old
Ashlyn’s chili. If her lunch is scalding hot, she’ll gulp
it down anyway.

On the playground, a teacher’s aide watches Ashlyn
from within 15 feet, keeping her off the jungle gym
and giving chase when she runs. If she takes a hard
fall, Ashlyn won’t cry.

Ashlyn is among a tiny number of people in the world

ready answer The Sin of Fear
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known to have congenital insensitivity to pain with
anhidrosis, or CIPA—a rare genetic disorder that
makes her unable to feel pain.

“Some people would say that’s a good thing. But no,
it’s not,” says Tara Blocker, Ashlyn’s mother. “Pain’s
there for a reason. It lets your body know something’s
wrong and it needs to be fixed. I’d give anything for
her to feel pain.”

Pain is a God-designed warning system, and so is fear.
Pain warns of physical problems, and fear warns of
spiritual problems. Fear is an indicator of our level of faith.
It warns us that our faith and trust in God needs serious
attention. Evaluating our fears can help us determine
where we need to upgrade our shield of faith (Ephesians
6:16).

What do we fear? What areas of our lives do our fears
point to that need shoring up? These questions should at
least be a part of the self-examination that we undertake
each year in preparation for Passover (Psalm 139:23).
Once we answer these questions, the next step is to build
up the areas of faith that are weak. How do we do that?

The Bible has answers. “No fear exists where his love
is. Rather, perfect love gets rid of fear, because fear
involves punishment. The person who lives in fear doesn’t
have perfect love” (I John 4:18, God’s Word). This
perfect love is recognizing the extent of God’s perfect love
for us. If we firmly believe in how much God loves us, then
why would we ever fear what man or circumstances can
do to us (Hebrews 13:6)? If we can identify our fears, we
can then begin the process of casting them out by building
our faith in His love for us.

Fear and worry signal that we are not yet perfect in our
belief in how much God loves us. If we understand John
17:23 (see “Faith to Face Our Trials,” Forerunner, June
2003) and believe that the God of infinite power and
wisdom loves no one in the universe, even Jesus Christ,
more than He loves us, then what do we have to fear?

Combating Fear

What can we do to combat the sin of fear? Psalm 34:4-6
(NLT) answers:

I prayed to the LORD, and he answered me, freeing me
from all my fears. Those who look to him for help will
be radiant with joy; no shadow of shame will darken
their faces. I cried out to the LORD in my suffering,
and he heard me. He set me free from all my fears.

What kind of prayer does it take to get that kind of
answer from God to free us from fear? John 15:7 begins to
answer that: “If you abide in Me, and My words abide in
you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for
you.” Here is a key to answered prayer: His words must abide
in us. Published in 1900, How to Pray by R. A. Torrey can be
beneficial to anyone wanting to improve his or her prayer

life (it can be read at www.whatsaiththescripture.com/
Voice/How.to.Pray.html). In it, Torrey points out how Christ’s
words abiding in us impacts prayer:

If we are to obtain from God all that we ask from
Him, Christ’s words must abide or continue in us.
We must study His words, fairly devour His words,
let them sink into our thought and into our heart,
keep them in our memory, obey them constantly in
our life, let them shape and mold our daily life and our
every act.

This is really the method of abiding in Christ. It is
through His words that Jesus imparts Himself to us.
The words He speaks unto us, they are spirit and they
are life. (John 6:63) It is vain to expect power in
prayer unless we meditate much upon the words of
Christ, and let them sink deep and find a permanent
abode in our hearts. There are many who wonder
why they are so powerless in prayer, but the very
simple explanation of it all is found in their neglect of
the words of Christ. They have not hidden His words
in their hearts; His words do not abide in them. It is
not by seasons of mystical meditation and rapturous
experiences that we learn to abide in Christ; it is by
feeding upon His word, His written word as found in
the Bible, and looking to the Holy Spirit to implant
these words in our hearts and to make them a living
thing in our hearts. If we thus let the words of Christ
abide in us, they will stir us up in prayer. They will be
the mold in which our prayers are shaped, and our
prayers will be necessarily along the line of God’s
will, and will prevail with Him. Prevailing prayer is
almost an impossibility where there is neglect of the
study of the Word of God.

Mere intellectual study of the Word of God is not
enough; there must be meditation upon it. The Word
of God must be revolved over and over and over in the
mind, with a constant looking to God by His Spirit to
make that Word a living thing in the heart. The prayer
that is born of meditation upon the Word of God is the
prayer that soars upward most easily to God’s listen-
ing ear.

Torrey’s points are the same ones we have heard
often—study, meditation, and prayer, with only fasting not
included in his comments. In Matthew 17:19-21, Christ
validates this approach to building faith:

Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said,
“Why could we not cast [the demon] out?” So Jesus
said to them, “Because of your unbelief; for assur-
edly, I say to you, if you have faith as a mustard seed,
you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to
there,’ and it will move; and nothing will be impossible
for you. However, this kind does not go out except by
prayer and fasting.”
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personal Fully Accepting God’s Sovereignty

(continued from page 7)

This series of articles began with many descrip-
tions of the greatness of God, showing that His
judgments are at times difficult to accept. For clarity’s
sake, the bar has been set high so that we would have
opportunity to grow into full acceptance by truly
knowing Him. John 17:3 shows the importance of
why we must know Him. The only way to get into that
position is to make the best use of the relationship
that He has made available to us by seeking Him to
be like Him and thus always being in His spiritual

ready answer The Sin of Fear

Fasting and the kind of prayer that Torrey describes,
requiring much study and meditation, are the tools God
has given us to deepen our relationship with Him. We
build relationships by intimate contact over time. We get
to know the person in such a way, and that builds faith
in who he is. Through these relationship-building tools,
we develop a deep knowledge of God, which is the
essence of eternal life (John 17:3).

Paul gives us the order of things in I Corinthians 16:13:
“Watch, stand fast in the faith, be brave, be strong.”
“Watch” is the effort to spend time with God (Matthew
26:38-41). That effort and time builds the faith that

conquers our fears so that we can be brave and strong
as we face life and its many challenges.

As we have seen, fear can be both a curse and a
blessing. A final paradox is that the right kind of fear is
the first step toward conquering the wrong kind of fear.
The fear of God motivates us to build an intimate
relationship with Him, using the tools He has provided to
us. As we work on that relationship, we increase our
faith in Him, His Word, and His love for us. This faith,
coming only from much study, meditation, prayer, and
fasting, is the key to conquering the sin of fear.

—Pat Higgins

prophecy watch Post-Historic Cave-Dwellers

(continued from page 10)

5. Enjoin them to make their way to Jerusalem when
conditions begin to settle down, where they will be
taught by Christ, the Lamb.

Since every eye will see Christ return (Revelation
1:7), we can deduce that the rigors of the Day of the
Lord will open the caves, exposing them to the atmo-
sphere, or perhaps events will force their inhabitants out
into the open. The cavemen will see Christ return in
power and great glory (Matthew 24:30). As the living
among God’s people rise to meet Christ, will they say to
their fellow cave-dwellers, “See you in Jerusalem”?

Though they entered the caves with a degree of
resignation, supposing they would eventually perish there,
the presence with them of “every slave and every free
man” will bring about a change in their thinking, arming
them  with more complete knowledge about God’s plan
and will. Once Christ returns, they will be motivated to
make their way to Jerusalem as soon as it is feasible.

Isaiah 2 speaks of a great migration to Jerusalem once

Christ establishes His rule there. Survivors near and far,
among them these cave-dwellers, will set out, and once
there, they will hear the preaching of God’s Word and
His law, taught by Christ Himself in some cases, or by us,
His priests. God prophesies in Isaiah 2:2-3:

Now it shall come to pass in the latter days that the
mountain of the LORD’S house shall be established
on the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted
above the hills; and all nations shall flow to it. Many
people shall come and say, “Come, and let us go up
to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God
of Jacob; He will teach us His ways, and we shall
walk in His paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth the
law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.

The days of living in caves will end, as God begins to
terraform in earnest, remaking the physical, religious,
and ethical landscape so that it will indeed support
physical life as He intends it to be lived.

—Charles Whitaker

presence. Those who have paid the costs of living by
faith and who have humbly accepted His judgments
regarding their lives will know Him.

Great spiritual benefits derive from exercising faith in
Him. We will explore some of these in Part Three.

In Christian love,
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Endangering Our Children

As the American mainstream continues to become more
politically liberal, as recent election results indicate,

long-held conservative beliefs seem to be facing increased
marginalization. For instance, as minorities in the United
States inch toward majority status, the conservative posi-
tion on immigration—no amnesty, tightened border secu-
rity, tougher punishment for illegal entry, limited welfare to
illegals, etc.—is labeled “extreme right-wing,” “unbal-
anced,” and “unworkable.” In the same way, fiscally
conservative economic ideas are considered to be “harsh”
and “partisan.”

A particular area in which liberals feel especially em-
powered lately is homosexual rights, particularly on the
subject of “gay marriage,” a misnomer if there ever was
one. Nine states and the District of Columbia have legal-
ized gay marriage, while Rhode Island recognizes such
“marriages” performed in other states and California
recognizes them on a conditional basis. While this is hardly
a majority (39 states prohibit it either constitutionally or by
statute), gays are crowing and even telling conservatives
to shut up and go away on the issue. As one activist put it,
echoing the President’s words after his 2008 election
victory, “We’ve won.”

However, objective research and empirical evidence
still tilt heavily in the traditional, conservative direction.
Yet, even in the face of the facts, gay and lesbian activists
and their cohorts in the media feel the winds of public
opinion to be so strongly on their side that they will attempt
to intimidate and destroy any scientist or researcher who
dares to show that the “gay” lifestyle is detrimental in any
way. Lately, they have done this despite research showing
that children raised in “gay households” suffer from that
environment.

For instance, in July 2010, Dr. Walter Schumm, a
Family Studies professor at Kansas State University,
released his comprehensive study in the Journal of Bio-
social Science on the effects of “gay parenting.” He
found that children raised by gay parents are up to twelve
times more like to identify themselves as gay—58% of
children of lesbians and 33% of children raised by gay men
call themselves gay. Yet, only three percent of the general
population is gay.

Dr. Schumm quickly felt the wrath of the homosexual
lobby. He was labeled a fake and a fraud—and perhaps
most biting of all politically, a “conservative plant.” Though
his work cannot be assailed, the personal derision sent a
message to researchers that telling the truth about the
many downsides of homosexuality is likely to get them
publically lampooned and pilloried.

Fortunately, fear of public ridicule has not stopped

some. This past June, Social Science Research published
the study of a team led by Dr. Mark Regnerus at the
University of Texas-Austin. The website on their work
summarizes the findings: “. . . the data suggest rather
clearly that children who were raised by a parent who had
a same-sex relationship were on average at a significant
disadvantage when compared to children who were raised
by their married, biological mother and father” (http://
www.familystructurestudies.com/faq#faq16).

On this research, Karla Dial at CitizenLink.com writes:

According to his findings, children raised by homo-
sexual parents are more likely than those raised by
married heterosexual parents to suffer from poor
impulse control, depression and suicidal thoughts,
require mental health therapy; identify themselves as
homosexual; choose cohabitation; be unfaithful to
partners; contract sexually transmitted diseases; be
sexually molested; have lower income levels; drink to
get drunk; and smoke tobacco and marijuana. (“Uni-
versity Vindicates Mark Regnerus,” http://
www.citizenlink.com/2012/08/30/university-vindi-
cates-mark-regnerus/)

Homosexual activists and academics cried foul, calling
Regnerus “homophobic” and demanding the university fire
him. They lied in the media, saying that his findings were
false, but could provide no proof against them. After a
rigorous investigation, the university found that Regnerus’
research had been conducted properly and without any
kind of scientific misconduct.

Centuries—millennia actually—of experience and wis-
dom show that the best environment to raise children is in
the home of their biological parents, each having a father
and a mother. It is the family unit that God endorses.
Anyone who cares about humanity, and particularly,
humanity’s children, should want the best for them, but not
the militant homosexual lobby and their supporters. In their
lust for control over what society accepts as good and
moral, they are willing to condemn children to substandard
lives or worse. This tells the observant that they will let
nothing get in their way.

In this little slice of modern society, we see Paul’s
prediction of the perilous times of the last days coming to
pass (II Timothy 3:1-5). If they are willing to jettison the
next generation of children to enhance their political
power, what else are they willing to do?

—Richard T. Ritenbaugh



In comparing the three accounts of the miracle (Matthew 17:14-21; Mark 9:14-29; Luke 9:37-43), Mark, as usual,
supplies the most detail. From the multitude, the distressed father approaches Jesus, asking with humility and
reverence accompanied by tears for a miracle on behalf of his only son. This must have been a heartbreaking

scene, seeing the father’s anguish over his violently insane, demon-possessed boy.

The disciples are unable to exorcise the demon, but the father is determined to secure Christ’s help. The nine disciples
on the scene feel humiliation and shame before the people, especially before the scribes who habitually sneered at
them. So, the eager and desperate father pleads with Jesus to bring his son permanent relief from the effects of sin.

The work of sin is pictured in the details of the boy’s affliction. We will briefly analyze four significant details: the
affliction’s description, intensity, defilement, and deadliness.

Exorcising a Young Boy (Part Two)

The Miracles of Jesus Christ

Bible Study

1. What is notable about the affliction’s description? Mat-
thew 17:15; Mark 9:21, 22.
COMMENT: Christ interrupts the father’s appeal to ask about
the duration of the child’s affliction. The man answers, “From
childhood,” that is, since he had been a small child. The boy
was still young, as the Greek word translated “child” in Mark
9:24 implies, but the sense is that the affliction had lasted
many months or years. Sin, too, has been with us since we
were children (Psalm 58:3; Isaiah 48:8).

The boy’s illness—“epilepsy” (NKJV) or “lunatic” (KJV)—
was then regarded as a disgraceful disease. Some thought it
fell on those who had sinned against the moon (luna,
“moon”) and changes in the moon were said to govern the
period of epileptic seizures. Epilepsy was also connected
with demon possession, but we know today that being
epileptic does not mean that a person is demon possessed.

The boy’s convulsions are sudden and last an incredibly
long time, for the evil spirit “departs from him with great
difficulty.” The demon’s frenzy becomes more violent in
Jesus’ presence: The boy falls on the ground, rolls around, and
foams at the mouth. Many who have given themselves to sin
could be said to act crazily and irrationally. They may be highly
respected people in society, but they do not act sensibly
when it comes to life’s most important matters. They have
no interest in salvation, God’s truth, or His Kingdom,
justifying all sorts of evil. Their choices to do self-damaging
acts shows the craziness of their thinking.
2. What is significant about the affliction’s intensity? Mark
9:26; Luke 9:39.
COMMENT: The demon “suddenly cries out.” In Greek, the
word suggests a loud croak, scream, or shriek. Such sounds
are not dissimilar to the cacophonous noise of some modern
“music” in which the singers scream and shriek jarringly,
their amplifiers turned up all the way (see Amos 5:23). We
can know whether a thing is good or bad by its fruit
(Matthew 7:16), and prolonged exposure to such noises
produces traumatized brains and damaged eardrums.

Otherwise, the demon’s influence on the boy is to make him
deaf and dumb (Mark 9:17, 25). In this context, “dumb” means
that he could not speak coherently. Sin disables the sinner,

making him unable to hear or speak the truth (John 8:43-44; II
Thessalonians 2:9-12). It keeps the ear from hearing God’s
Word and causes the mouth to speak dishonorably of Him.
3. What is distinctive about the affliction’s defilement?
Mark 9:25; Luke 9:42.
COMMENT: The demon is called an “unclean” spirit, “impure”
and “lewd.” In Scripture, demons are well-known for being
unclean, as representing the work of sin, which defiles the
sinner. Curse words are “filthy language,” and some people
love to tell “dirty jokes.” Moral filth often goes along with
physical filth; evil people are dirty in mind and often in body
and dwelling (Isaiah 28:6-8).

The Bible describes demons abusing those they pos-
sessed by causing them to convulse, fall, break a limb, foam
at the mouth, roll, and gnash their teeth. The words “suffers
severely” (Matthew 17:15) come from two Greek words that
mean “badly” and “experience.” To be controlled by sin is a
horrible experience; it is a brutal, distressing taskmaster. Sin’s
delights are brief and small (Hebrews 11:24-26), while its
severe discomforts can last a lifetime.
4. What is significant about the affliction’s deadliness?
Matthew 17:15; Mark 9:18, 22, 26; Luke 9:39.
COMMENT: The biblical account certainly suggest that the
outcome would be death. Sin’s costliness and deadliness
are connected in Paul’s memorable truism, “The wages of sin
is death” (Romans 6:23). The world frequently advertises
that sin results in an exciting life, but this is false, as “sin,
when it is full-grown, brings forth death” (James 1:15). Many
things that society sanctions as good only lead to suffering
and death (such as sexual immorality, abortion, and alcohol
abuse).

It is by Christ’s sinless death we are forgiven and healed
by the stripes He received when beaten (Isaiah 53:5; Mat-
thew 9:2, 5; Mark 2:5, 9; Luke 5:20, 23; I Peter 2:24). God not
only removes sin, but He also forgets it (Hebrews 8:12). The
prophets Micah and Isaiah vividly illustrate this divine
forgetfulness of pardoned sin: God will “cast all our sins into
the depths of the sea” (Micah 7:19), and “cast all my sins
behind Your back” (Isaiah 38:17).

—Martin G. Collins
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