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With this article we complete our study of
Ecclesiastes 7. In terms of Christian
living, it is without doubt the most sig-

nificant Old Testament chapter I have studied. It
contains many truly intriguing concepts, providing
us with helpful counsel that aims to help us meet
the challenges of living in this seductive world. As
a result, we need a summary of the many high
points of instruction within it before moving into
Ecclesiastes 8.

Solomon does not expand on each element
significantly but provides enough thought-provok-
ing commentary to trigger our interest so we
grasp that this is important to God and to our lives
in glorifying Him. He treats each issue as a
constituent part of a whole, one to which we need
to pay attention to develop more fully over the
course of a well-lived life. It is as if, without
further development of each part, we will not be
well-prepared for God’s Kingdom.

Vital, Practical Counsel to Live By
The first concept Solomon mentions is the impor-
tance of one’s reputation, that is, having a good
name. His concern is weighted, not so much
toward a person’s reputation before other people,
but toward his reputation before God. He does

Ecclesiastes
and Christian Living

Part  Fourteen: A Summary
this because people often do not know how to
judge the true value of character traits. A good
reputation is built upon faithfulness to God and His
way of life.

Proverbs 22:1 confirms the value of a good
reputation: “A good name is to be chosen rather
than great riches, loving favor rather than silver
and gold.” God’s desire for faithfulness in us is
seen in His many reminders to us to keep His
commandments. A good continuing relationship
with Him is established on trust, dependability,
and responsibility in His children, who speak
wisely and keep their word.

The second point Solomon touches on is that a
person must prepare for his death. That we are
going to die is a reality. Especially during youth,
we easily overlook the reality of approaching
death as we concentrate on the present. Of even
greater importance is that Ecclesiastes is written
primarily for the benefit of the converted, which
means we get only one chance to make the most
of our calling. Thus, when we die, there is no
changing our reputations from the reality of how
they turned out to what they might have been.
Proverbs 10:2 tells us bluntly, “Treasures of wick-
edness profit nothing, but righteousness delivers
from death.”

The third element Solomon broaches is that we
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learn more from difficult times than from the times we
would consider “good.” We may not enjoy days of diffi-
culty, but if we are seriously considering the conse-
quences of our choices, we find that the difficult times
force us to consider our ways and make corrections. “Fun,”
on the other hand, influences us to remain as we are.

Solomon is not saying we should go out of our way
searching for difficulty, but that difficulty is a part of every
life, and we must face it if we are to be more fully
developed. Proverbs 21:25 reminds us, “The desire of the
lazy man kills him, for his hands refuse to labor.” If an
individual does not work, he does not produce, and his life
is without value.

The focus of his fourth point is to reinforce the third by
modifying the illustration. He reminds us that the heart of
the wise person disciplines him to make profitable use of
difficult times, while those in the house of fools consis-
tently look for fun, fun, fun. The lesson is that life does not
reward a person lacking achievement, and achievement
requires effort. The apostle Paul sharply charges us by his
example in I Corinthians 9:26-27: “Therefore I run thus:
not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who beats the
air. But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection,
lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should
become disqualified.”

Solomon’s fifth piece of wisdom is that we must not let
pride get the better of us by allowing ourselves to reject
correction from a person we know has experience in a
difficulty we are going through. If we fail to humble
ourselves in such a case, we will likely later regret passing
off the correction as nothing more than arrogant interfer-
ence. That can be a major misjudgment, as Proverbs 11:2
bluntly reminds us, “When pride comes, then comes
shame; but with the humble is wisdom.”

A sixth piece of Solomonic sagacity appears in verse 8,
where he reminds us not to let impatience defeat us. When
a trial is resolved, we will be glad we stuck with it.
Impatience is a restlessness of mind that can easily
become anxiety-ridden. It rises when we want to put an
irksome and perhaps dangerous task behind us. Peace
departs and the quality of our involvement in the situation
dwindles. We so easily become frustrated and angry
when things seem stacked against us. Some trials must be
endured for long periods, often the case in relationship
problems. Thus, Proverbs 11:12 cautions, “He who is
devoid of wisdom despises his neighbor, but a man of
understanding holds his peace.”

A seventh nugget of sound advice: Do not look back,
bemoaning one’s commitment to God’s way of life.
Solomon directly states that is not wisdom. Wisdom is to
keep plowing forward as one’s best defense. Jesus says
in Luke 9:62, “No one, having put his hand to the plow, and
looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.” He adds in
Mark 4:17 that some called ones have no root in them-
selves and so endure only for a while, and when tribulation

and persecution arise they stumble. We must continue
forward, though it is difficult at times, because it will pay
off handsomely in the end.

A final item of wisdom appears in verses 13-14: We
should never allow ourselves to lose sight of God. Paul
promises in I Corinthians 10:13, “No temptation has
overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God
is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond
what you are able, but with the temptation will also make
the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.” God—
the same God who gives us days of prosperity—remains
with us during adversity. In adversity, even though it
appears dark and perhaps never-ending, He calls on us to
use our faith.

The Paradox Briefly Revisited
The two most significant concepts presented within this
chapter are somewhat related; they are two elements of
the same subject. The first is accepting and surviving the
paradox found in verse 15, into which any of us could be
drawn as we endure a difficult trial. The chapter also
includes a few broad conclusions that help to give us some
guidance.

The paradox seems to be the initial motivation for the
second of these two concepts, which is Solomon’s de-
scription of his detailed and diligent search for wisdom
that continues for the rest of the chapter. His search was
only partly successful, as he admits in verse 23 that a
complete answer was far from him. However, he dili-
gently kept at his search, and interestingly, his reflections
reach back to creation and the introduction of sin into the
world.

The danger within the paradox is for the Christian to
misjudge that his circumstance is unfair. This error is
initiated when he perceives that a Christian, a servant of
God, should be greatly blessed with peace and prosperity,
while for the sinner everything should be going badly.
However, in the paradox the circumstances are reversed.
The Christian’s life seems to be in tatters, while every-
thing is coming up roses for the sinner. The Christian, not
being as fully aware of this as he needs to be, is feeling
pressure to make a choice as to how he will react.

The wrong reaction lies in his becoming motivated to rid
himself of the burden by resorting to radical measures to
correct what he concludes is the cause of his stress. On
the one hand, he may be strongly tempted to resort to
super-righteousness, believing it is the solution. Yet, on
the other hand, he may, out of frustration and lack of faith,
resort to sinning deliberately as a means of relieving the
pressure—and perhaps give up his place among the
saved. Either of these radical measures can turn the
paradox into a failed experience.

The correct solution is provided in Psalm 73, a complete
commentary written by a deeply converted man who went
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through this very trial. The psalm reveals that the correct
foundation of the solution is to understand that rarely is
this difficult trial a punishment but a test. One must endure
its stresses through a great deal of prayer, drawing on
one’s faith in and fear of God and believing in His promise
never to allow us to be tempted above what we are able.
We must put our trust in God’s faithfulness.

Wisdom’s Strengths
The paradoxical circumstance taught Solomon that, if a
person is not wise and therefore does not have wisdom to
use as a resource, not only in times of difficulty but during
life in general, he will be unprepared to face the onslaught
of this world’s pressures. In verse 19, following the
paragraph containing the paradox, he writes, “Wisdom
strengthens the wise more than ten rulers of the city.” So
Solomon made the accumulation of wisdom a major goal
in his life, saying in verse 23, “I will be wise.” He wanted
to be strong and able to confront all circumstances that
beset him. He sought to be prepared.

In verse 25, he expands on his goal: “I applied my heart
to know, to search and seek out wisdom and the reason of
things.” This is a goal all of us should have. Wisdom does
not stand alone. It is a result, built upon true knowledge
and understanding that a person accumulates along the
way to attaining wisdom. All of these will serve us well in
life, not only spiritually, but also in family life and business
and civic responsibilities in our communities.

It is interesting that in his search for wisdom, what he
discovered may have also included insight into his per-
sonal defects. One of these may be revealed in verse 20,
“For there is not a just man on earth who does good and
does not sin.” Another may appear in verses 21-22, “Also
do not take to heart everything people say, lest you hear
your servant cursing you. For many times, also, your own
heart has known that even you have cursed others.” We
can take these statements as encouragement not to allow
what we discover in our search for wisdom to deter us
from continuing on, despite how it affects us personally.

In the rest of the chapter, Solomon touches on a few
things he learned that can help us in setting our expecta-
tions. However, he says other things that, while not
negatives, we should also understand as we search, for
instance, writing in verse 23, “But it was far from me.”
The search for wisdom is a lifelong endeavor, requiring
diligent and continuous effort. In verse 24, he asks, “As
for that which is far off and exceedingly deep, who can
find it out?” He is gently informing us that we will never
find answers to some things.

A Disappointing Conclusion
Verses 26-29 contain the conclusions he drew from this
particular search:

And I find more bitter than death the woman whose
heart is snares and nets, whose hands are fetters. He

who pleases God shall escape from her, but the
sinner shall be trapped by her. “Here is what I have
found,” says the Preacher, “adding one thing to the
other to find out the reason, which my soul still seeks
but I cannot find: One man among a thousand I have
found, but a woman among all these I have not found.
Truly, this only I have found: That God made man
upright, but they have sought out many schemes.”

His conclusions are certainly not inspiring. He finds the
world to be full of alluring but discouraging wickedness.
Only one man in a thousand, he deems, actually lives what
Solomon considered a righteous life.

His findings on women reflect experiences of extreme
disappointment. Blaming no woman in particular, he seems
to cast all women with whom he had had personal
experience as no more than snares to entrap him into a
form of slavery. He must have felt that, because he was
not pleasing to God, God did not make a way for him to
escape women of that nature. His experiences led him to
assert that he could not find even one woman in a
thousand who lived a righteous life!

He probably did not feel that way about all women
because in other places, such as in the Song of Songs and
Proverbs 31, he speaks highly of them, and in Proverbs 4,
7, 8, and 9, he uses a woman to represent wisdom.
Therefore, it cannot be said that he looked upon woman as
an evil creation, yet his personal experiences definitely
color his comments here.

We can perhaps clarify this conclusion by restating it:
He found that righteousness is rare indeed regardless of
gender. Few people are living before God as they should.

Following these declarations, verse 29 provides an
intriguing concluding statement about this search, and it
triggers questions.

He calls what he is looking for “wisdom,” and it truly is
wisdom because, within the context of his search, the
answers would provide a clearer basis for making good
choices in life. But considering what we have covered—
beginning even with his statement in chapter 1:2, “Vanity
of vanities, all is vanity”—what he seems to be looking for
are answers to why God has created all this and why life
is so difficult and puzzling. He seems to be expressing the
thought that, if he knew the answers to these questions, it
would help his search a great deal.

Who Made Life Difficult?
It cannot be known how much Solomon searched the
Bible for an overall answer, but the writings of Moses
were available to him. Certainly, his father David knew a
great deal, and being the godly man he was, it is impossible
to imagine that he did not instruct his son from what Moses
was inspired to write.

Deuteronomy 29:29, available to Solomon, is recorded
for our understanding: “The secret things belong to the
LORD our God, but those things which are revealed belong
to us and to our children forever, that we may do all the
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words of this law.” The Bible indeed reveals a great deal,
but apparently, Solomon did not understand that God
chooses to reveal some matters personally and individu-
ally in the same way He has called us. God has clearly
revealed much more to the elect, but the eyes of the
uncalled are still blinded (Romans 11:7-8). Solomon un-
derstood a great deal but not every aspect of it.

He writes in Ecclesiastes 7:29, “Truly, this only have I
found. . . .” The word “only” is inserted in his conclusion
to draw attention to the importance of his conclusion.
Righteous living is truly rare, and it has been so from the
beginning, from Adam and Eve until now.

After this qualification, Solomon immediately asserts
that God did not create human beings for the purpose of
sinning but to live righteous lives. He is implying that we
should stop blaming God for all of mankind’s troubles—
that we get ourselves into this mess we call life. God made
us upright, but we all have deliberately chosen to sin.

Undoubtedly, he is reflecting on the early chapters of
Genesis, in which appears a clear pattern of deliberate,
willful sin. Genesis 1:31 reminds us of God’s evaluation of
His creation: “Then God saw everything that He had
made, and indeed it was very good. So the evening and the
morning were the sixth day.” Will we challenge God’s
judgment of what He had just created? Adam and Eve had
already been created at this point, and God judged what
He had made as “very good.”

They were not flawed by sin, and God had not placed
in them a mechanism to sin deliberately. They had not
been created to live fractured, sinful lives but upright,
righteous lives. In terms of sin, whatever became part of
them occurred after this point. He did not entrap them.
However, they were capable of sinning because God
created them with minds able to learn, discern, and make
choices between options. Sinning was something they
opted to do.

Genesis 6:5 suggests an interesting connection be-
tween the overwhelming sinfulness of the days of Noah
and Solomon’s conclusion in Ecclesiastes 7:29: “Then the
LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the
earth, and every intent of the thoughts of his heart was
only evil continually.” The intriguing relationship is be-
tween the word “schemes,” “inventions,” or “devices,”
depending on what translation is used in Ecclesiastes 7:29,
and the word “intent” in Genesis 6:5. While not the same
word, both are formed from the same root, indicating
thinking and/or planning. In both contexts, the thinking is
being done with evil intent. That is, the ones doing the
devising are deliberately planning evil.

In Adam and Eve’s sin, a measure of deliberateness is
evident. Curiosity, it seems, got the best of her, but
Adam’s choice was clearly deliberate. First, notice Gen-
esis 2:16-17: “And the LORD God commanded the man,
saying, ‘Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat;
but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall

not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely
die.’” Adam was instructed and warned of the penalty.

Genesis 3:2-6 adds:

And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat the
fruit of the trees of the garden; but of the fruit of the
tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said,
‘You shall not eat of it, nor shall you touch it, lest you
die.’” Then the serpent said to the woman, “You will
not surely die. For God knows that in the day you eat
of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like
God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman
saw that the tree was good for food, that it was
pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one
wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to
her husband with her, and he ate.

Clearly, Eve, like Adam, was instructed and warned. In
that regard, both were without excuse. Eve adds the
prohibition against touching the fruit, and the context
shows she admired its beauty, which is not a sin in itself
but reveals her intensifying desire for it even before the
serpent made its sales pitch. The problem became much
more critical because she listened to the serpent, appar-
ently making no effort to flee the potentially sinful situa-
tion. As the Bible reports, she was clearly deceived, but
she was thinking right along with the Satanic sales pitch,
as the desire to eat and be wise grew within her. All these
pressures were edging the pair closer to choosing to sin.
In doing so, they reaped the fruit of the knowledge of good
and evil, experiencing the pains of suffering and death.

Adam was guilty of idolatry and of deliberate sin. God
directly curses Adam in Genesis 3:17, charging him,
“Because you have heeded the voice of your wife, and
have eaten from the tree of which I commanded you,
saying, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ . . . .” He then lists a series
of consequences, which would make life more difficult for
him. These, of course, affected Eve as well.

Deliberate Sin Clearly Emerges
As time and humanity move away from the Garden of
Eden, mankind’s deliberate scheming to control its destiny
apart from God becomes stamped on its way of life. For
instance, Cain’s murder of Abel is unmistakably planned
and executed. In another, Genesis 4:17-22 records one of
mankind’s earliest, larger-scale achievements:

And Cain knew his wife, and she conceived and bore
Enoch. And he built a city, and called the name of the
city after the name of his son—Enoch. To Enoch
was born Irad; and Irad begot Mehujael, and Mehujael
begot Methushael, and Methushael begot Lamech.
Then Lamech took for himself two wives: the name

(continued on page 13)
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Light Affliction?

“Be ready always to give an answer . . .” I Peter 3:15

Jesus Christ says in Matthew 11:30, “For My yoke is easy and My burden is
light.” His burden light? How does that compare with what Scripture reveals

about His life? Notice:

Though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which He
suffered. (Hebrews 5:8)

Just as many were astonished at you, so His visage was marred more than any
man, and His form more than the sons of men. . . . (Isaiah 52:14)

He is despised and rejected by men, a Man of sorrows and acquainted with
grief. And we hid, as it were, our faces from Him; He was despised, and we did
not esteem Him. Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we
esteemed Him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But He was wounded for
our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement for our
peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed. (Isaiah 53:3-5)

Many bulls have surrounded Me; strong bulls of Bashan have encircled Me.
They gape at Me with their mouths, like a raging and roaring lion. I am poured
out like water, and all My bones are out of joint; My heart is like wax; it has
melted within Me. My strength is dried up like a potsherd, and My tongue clings
to My jaws; You have brought Me to the dust of death. For dogs have
surrounded Me; the congregation of the wicked has enclosed Me. They pierced
My hands and My feet; I can count all My bones. They look and stare at Me.
They divide My garments among them, and for My clothing they cast lots.
(Psalm 22:12-18)

Do these examples sound like light burdens? And what about the lives of those
faithful who have come before us, as recounted in Hebrews?

“For our light affliction, which is but for a moment,
is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.”

—II Corinthians 4:17

Ready Answer
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Women received their dead raised to life again. And
others were tortured, not accepting deliverance,
that they might obtain a better resurrection. Still
others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes,
and of chains and imprisonment. They were stoned,
they were sawn in two, were tempted, were slain
with the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins
and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented—
of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered
in deserts and mountains, in dens and caves of the
earth. And all these, having obtained a good testi-
mony through faith, did not receive the promise. . . .
(Hebrews 11:35-39)

Were these lives of light burdens? To continue this
history of misery, notice Paul’s life as he describes it:

Are they ministers of Christ?—I speak as a fool—
I am more: in labors more abundant, in stripes above
measure, in prisons more frequently, in deaths often.
From the Jews five times I received forty stripes
minus one. Three times I was beaten with rods; once
I was stoned; three times I was shipwrecked; a night
and a day I have been in the deep; in journeys often,
in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils of my
own countrymen, in perils of the Gentiles, in perils in
the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea,
in perils among false brethren; in weariness and toil,
in sleeplessness often, in hunger and thirst, in
fastings often, in cold and nakedness—besides the
other things, what comes upon me daily: my deep
concern for all the churches. Who is weak, and I am not
weak? Who is made to stumble, and I do not burn with
indignation? If I must boast, I will boast in the things
which concern my infirmity. The God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, who is blessed forever, knows
that I am not lying. (II Corinthians 11:23-31)

Is that a life of light burdens? Yet in II Corinthians 4:17,
Paul echoes Christ’s sentiment, “For our light affliction,
which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more
exceeding and eternal weight of glory.”

Does Paul’s description of his life really sound like one
of light affliction?

In our own day, a look at any prayer list in the greater
church of God shows that many are carrying heavy
burdens. Yet as heavy as these burdens are, we have not
yet faced what those who came before us faced:

. . . others were tortured, not accepting deliverance,
that they might obtain a better resurrection. Still
others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, and
of chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they
were sawn in two, were tempted, were slain with the
sword. (Hebrews 11:35-37)

But that could change in the near future, as Mathew
10:17-18, 21-22 warns:

But beware of men, for they will deliver you up to
councils and scourge you in their synagogues. You
will be brought before governors and kings for My
sake, as a testimony to them and to the Gentiles. . . .
Now brother will deliver up brother to death, and a
father his child; and children will rise up against
parents and cause them to be put to death. And you
will be hated by all for My name’s sake. But he who
endures to the end will be saved. (Emphasis ours.)

Enduring to the End
The question always is: How do we endure to the end no
matter what we face now or in the future? Like Christ and
Paul, how can we set our minds so that we see our burdens
and afflictions as “light”? This is critical because, if we
consider our trials as too much to bear, will we endure?
But if we see our trials as light, whatever they may be,
enduring to the end almost becomes assured.

So how do we make this mindset a part of our lives? In
II Corinthians 4:17, Paul gives us two thoughts to consider:
1) “which is but for a moment” and 2) “is working for us
a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.”

The first point that needs to be deeply embedded in our
minds is the simple fact that, when compared to eternity,
our existence in this life—no matter how long—is but for
a moment. Several scriptures emphasize this reality:

• For He remembered that they were but flesh, a
breath that passes away and does not come again.
(Psalm 78:39)

• Whereas you do not know what will happen
tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor
that appears for a little time and then vanishes away.
(James 4:14)

• Man who is born of woman is of few days and full
of trouble. He comes forth like a flower and fades
away; he flees like a shadow and does not continue.
(Job 14:1-2)

Our lives are only a moment in time when compared to
eternity. After a thousand years under Christ’s rule, will
today’s pains even be a memory? Many readers have had a
taste of how this works, of which Jesus gives an example:

A woman, when she is in labor, has sorrow because
her hour has come; but as soon as she has given birth
to the child, she no longer remembers the anguish,
for joy that a human being has been born into the
world. (John 16:21)

Ready Answer
Light Affliction?
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walk by sight, only seeing the now, rather than by faith
seeing as real a true vision of the future. Without that
vision, we risk trading the future for the now (Galatians
6:9; II Thessalonians 2:15), a poor bargain indeed.

Future Benefits
What is an example of those benefits, those rewards for
enduring to the end? “And he who overcomes, and keeps
My works until the end, to him I will give power over the
nations” (Revelation 2:26). Consider how much the lust
for power is a major motivating force in this world. It can
be seen operating in families, in workplaces, in churches,
and in commerce—and possibly, it is most visible in
politics. We can see in all of these instances that people
are doing what they can to obtain power, often by any
means available, fair or foul. They are just following the
influence (I John 5:19) of the one who first lusted for
power: “I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; I
will also sit on the mount of the congregation on the
farthest sides of the north; I will ascend above the heights
of the clouds, I will be like the Most High’” (Isaiah 14:13-14).

While the world is struggling to get power, God prom-
ises to give it to us as a byproduct of enduring to the end.
In this life, the only power we have to strive for is power
over ourselves. In the next, God will provide the rest.

Those who seek power in this world miss the fact,
previously mentioned, that our life is but for a moment. Even
if they do receive the power they seek, it lasts only for an
instant in comparison. Consider how long our power will last
if we endure to the end: “The LORD knows the days of the
upright, and their inheritance shall be forever” (Psalm 37:18).

The vision Scripture provides is so all-encompassing
that not one of us can truly comprehend its breadth. After
all, this vision is actually God’s own vision. Our minds are
limited in what we can see, as Paul points out in I
Corinthians 2:9: “But as it is written: eye has not seen, nor
ear heard, nor have entered into the heart of man the
things which God has prepared for those who love Him.”

But with that said, God gives us the means, His Spirit (I
Corinthians 2:10), to follow the example of our predeces-
sors so that we, like them, will see a vision that ensures our
enduring to the end. Part of that vision involves identifying
the things we hate about this evil world around us and then
finding the scriptures that illumine the vision of how God
will—together with us using the power He will give us—
create a new world devoid of these evils.

Each of us is unique, and what part of that vision will
motivate us will likewise be unique. So, before our burdens
and afflictions begin to weigh us down, we can choose to
prepare now (Matthew 25:1-13) and take the time to
identify the evils we hate. With that, we can begin building
a vision from Scripture that, through meditation and prayer,
allows God to use His Spirit to make that vision as real as
the present to the effect that, in comparison, we will be
able to say along with Christ and Paul, “My burden is light”
and my “light affliction . . . is but for a moment.”

—Pat Higgins

Ladies with children have experienced how a short
period of intense pain in the now can be overwhelmed by
the joy that comes afterward. It must be a light burden in
comparison, because many knowing the pain will repeat
the experience, and for some, often. In subsequent years,
how often does the memory come back? Probably not
often, if at all.

The first step, then, is to embed in our thinking this
foundational concept of just how short our lives are
compared to eternity. This takes prayer and meditation to
make this a living reality for each of us, helping to guard
against being overwhelmed by the now.

The Value of Our Calling
To see our afflictions as light, the second part of the
process is to recognize the value of our calling. We would
do well to consider its benefits often. As Paul indicates,
the understanding that there is “a far more exceeding and
eternal weight of glory” is a necessary component to seeing
our trials in this life in comparison as a light affliction, a
recognition that enables one to endure to the end.

Therefore, the second key is to know that the price we
pay now is miniscule compared to the reward that awaits
us. Note the power of that vision:

These all died in faith, not having received the
promises, but having seen them afar off were as-
sured of them, embraced them and confessed that
they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. For
those who say such things declare plainly that they
seek a homeland. And truly if they had called to mind
that country from which they had come out, they
would have had opportunity to return. But now they
desire a better, that is, a heavenly country. There-
fore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for He
has prepared a city for them. (Hebrews 11:13-16)

Having this vision in their lives as a daily reality enabled the
heroes of faith mentioned in Hebrews to endure to the end.
In modern jargon, they did a cost/benefit analysis and
concluded that the benefits made the costs insignificant.
Christ and Paul made the same analysis, concluding that their
burdens and afflictions were light costs compared to what
the benefits of eternity held for them.

In Romans 8:18, even with the weight of his trials, Paul
again emphasizes that they are infinitesimal costs, so
trivial that they are insignificant compared to the
mindboggling benefits that await us: “For I consider that
the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be
compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.”

In the King James Version, the first part of Proverbs
29:18 reads, “Where there is no vision, the people perish.”
For “perish” a better translation is that they “cast off
restraint.” Without a vision they lack restraint, leading to
disobedience. This results in a people who will not endure
to the end, whose fate, then, is to perish. Without a vision
of the future that is as tangible to us as the present, we will
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How Much Longer Do We Have?

Our hope is in His second coming because we
recognize that we need His merciful intervention
before humanity wipes itself out. As things continue
to deteriorate, we keep returning to this confident
expectation that there is a solution to the problems
that mankind faces, but that solution is still just
over the horizon. However, it seems like His return
has been “just over the horizon” our entire lives, and
we may wonder at times why the end has not yet
come.

In this regard, II Peter 3 is invaluable for keeping
the right perspective on Christ’s return, and espe-
cially its timing. As we will see, there is a very good
reason why He has not yet returned. The apostle
Peter helps us to focus on the right things in antici-
pation of that day.

THE LIFE-GOES-ON FALLACY
Peter begins the chapter with a reminder of all the
things the prophets and apostles had been inspired to
preach:

Beloved, I now write to you this second epistle
(in both of which I stir up your pure minds by
way of reminder), that you may be mindful of
the words which were spoken before by the
holy prophets, and of the commandment of us,
the apostles of the Lord and Savior, knowing
this first: that scoffers will come in the last
days, walking according to their own lusts, and
saying, “Where is the promise of His coming?
For since the fathers fell asleep, all things

At the very core of the gospel message is the
assurance that Jesus Christ will return and
establish His Kingdom on earth.

continue as they were from the beginning of
creation.” (II Peter 3:1-4)

The timing of Christ’s return was the source of
quite a bit of confusion in the first century, and so
Peter reminds them that a tremendous amount of
God’s Word has to do with that very topic. The Bible
contains a solid foundation for at least a general
understanding of the end times, even though the
exact timing is not spelled out.

In these verses, Peter addresses the prevailing
notion that “life goes on” and the public’s scoffing at
the idea that the Creator would return and intervene
in human affairs. In the previous chapter, he paid
considerable attention to false prophets, false teach-
ers, and false doctrines that were troubling the
church from the inside. In chapter 3, Peter draws
attention to all that the true prophets and apostles
had written because their writings needed to be the
basis of evaluating what the contemporary teachers
were saying. Along the same lines, Paul says in I
Timothy 4:1 that “the Spirit expressly says that in latter
times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to
deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons. . . .”

A picture emerges of people who had “the faith”—
a specific faith—at one time, but whose natural
desires have overshadowed it. They had regressed
to the place where they scoff at the idea that there
is anything more to life than what they can discern
with their senses. As their faith deteriorates, they
conclude that nothing has really changed in the
millennia of (accepted) human history, so it is doubt-
ful that this world will ever end. So Peter writes to
those who have not departed from the faith, pointing

Prophecy Watch
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out that God’s Word is filled with examples of His
intervention, so that they—and we—might be bolstered in
the face of the scoffing.

GREAT CATACLYSMS
Peter then gives a powerful example of God’s interven-
tion and judgment:

For this they willfully forget: that by the word of God the
heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of
water and in the water, by which the world that then
existed perished, being flooded with water. But the
heavens and the earth which are now preserved by the
same word, are reserved for fire until the day of
judgment and perdition of ungodly men. (II Peter 3:5-7)

This example is prefaced with the statement that these
people were willfully forgetting what the Bible teaches.
He is not describing atheists or people who are totally
unfamiliar with Scripture. In verse 4, these people men-
tion the creation, not evolution. They know what is writ-
ten, yet they choose to ignore or undermine the truth.

If they would acknowledge the biblical accounts as true
and meaningful, it would remind them that there is a God
to whom they are accountable—which would interfere
with their lives. So they perform this mental evasion so
they do not have to consider what God thinks of them.
However, Romans 1:20-21 says mankind is without ex-
cuse. Whether or not a person has been called, ample
evidence exists to convict him of God’s existence and
standards.

Peter draws attention to the creation and the earth
being formed, as well as to a great flood that caused a
previous world to perish. This description could apply to a
couple of different events. It is usually taken to refer to the
Flood of Noah, which certainly fits. The pre-Flood world
is completely gone.

However, the world before the Flood was not the
original world. In Genesis 1:1, God creates the heavens
and the earth, yet by verse 2, something has happened to
cause the earth to become “without form, and void.” The
earth is covered with water (verses 2, 6, 9). So God re-
creates the heavens and the earth, creates man, and later
re-creates the world destroyed in Noah’s Flood.

In reading about the re-creation, it appears that the original
world—the first estate of the angels—also perished in a
flood. So the world that perished in II Peter 3:6 could have
been the re-created world, but it also could have been the
original world, the one destroyed when the archangel Hillel
and his followers left their proper domain (Jude 6).

Regardless of which creation and destruction Peter
refers to, the fact remains that it was by God’s Word—by
His spoken command—that both worlds came into exist-
ence, and by His judgment both worlds were flooded with
water. The same Creator God is now upholding all things
by the word of His power (Hebrews 1:3).

However, the heavens and earth of our time are being

reserved for a future judgment of fire instead of water.
Another judgment is coming, and the ungodly will face
destruction. We understand this, but we should also rec-
ognize that the warning about scoffers is here because it
is possible to lose our present understanding and godly
fear. If we allow our natural desires to gain the upper hand
and overrule our faith as the driving force in our lives, then
the return of Jesus Christ and the future judgment will
seem like a fable to us, too. The words of the prophets and
apostles will lose their gravity, and our focus will be on
simply living for the moment.

DIFFERENCE OF PERSPECTIVE
Peter goes on to teach that we do not look at time in the
same way that God does:

But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with
the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a
thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slack
concerning His promise, as some count slackness,
but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any
should perish but that all should come to repentance.
(II Peter 3:8-9)

We are finite beings, bound by time, but God is not. As
a result, our perspective is naturally short-sighted, while
God keeps a long-range view beyond our ability to com-
prehend. Remember, this appears in the context of Christ’s
return, so what the Father and the Son consider to be a
short time before the Kingdom is established can seem like
an eternity to us—or as if He delays His coming.

The apostle also indicates Christ’s longsuffering as a
reason that the end has not yet come. In our opinion, He
should have returned already and put a stop to all the
world’s wrongs. However, His longsuffering is not due to
slowness or tardiness, as the carnally-minded think. Rather,
His longsuffering is a gift to us, so that we do not have to
perish in His judgment.

Our focus tends to be on how bad the world is getting,
yet Peter subtly draws us back to our own spiritual
condition. Jesus is longsuffering toward us so that we have
ample time to repent, not in the sense of initial conversion,
but to turn fully and have our hearts completely changed.
In its fullest sense, repentance is not complete until we are
finally in His image.

Even though we may be frustrated that we do not see
more end-time prophecies coming to pass, Peter explains
it as a blessing to us because it means that Christ will not
wrap things up before we have had a full and complete
opportunity to repent. We can be thankful for God’s time-
table, not because it means we have more time to flirt with this
world, but because He is providing everything we need to
follow our salvation to its conclusion, including the time.

A WORLD OF RIGHTEOUSNESS
However, the end will still come, and it will catch the world
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by surprise. I John 2:17 tells us, “And the world is
passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will
of God abides forever.” Peter says the same thing, but in
greater detail:

But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the
night, in which the heavens will pass away with a
great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent
heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will
be burned up. Therefore, since all these things will
be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to
be in holy conduct and godliness, looking for and
hastening the coming of the day of God, because of
which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire,
and the elements will melt with fervent heat? Nev-
ertheless we, according to His promise, look for new
heavens and a new earth in which righteousness
dwells. (II Peter 3:10-13)

The original heavens and earth came to an end due to
God’s judgment on the rebellious angels. The re-created
world ended because of His judgment on the wickedness
of mankind. Soon, our world will be burned up in God’s
judgment, replaced by new heavens and a new earth
(Revelation 21:1-8), in which righteousness dwells. That
is remarkable in itself—when has the world ever been
described as being where righteousness dwells?

This will be a brand new thing. Because our minds are
still affected by this world, even the called of God may
have a hard time imagining a righteous reality. Simply put,
we have become desensitized to unrighteousness. Even
though we are—hopefully—not directly participating in it,
our minds have still adjusted to what we observe around
us; to some degree, we have all adapted to the deviant
perspectives of our culture.

As a result, we, too, might scoff at times—not at the
promise of Christ’s return, but at the ideals of righteous-
ness. We know that we must allow God to make Christ’s
righteousness our own, yet when we see someone work-
ing toward this, our carnality may scoff instead of appre-
ciating a place where some of His righteousness dwells.
Christ’s righteousness in others may seem unrealistic to
us, just like His return seems unrealistic to unbelievers.

Peter gives a powerful description of the violence and
dissolution that lies just ahead, adding tremendous gravity
to his eventual question. All that we recognize of this
world will be burned up. The ungodly will perish. The
things that we see on a daily basis will dissolve—the
cultures, the cities, the systems that man has developed.
With this fiery end in mind, Peter asks, “What manner of
persons ought we be in holy conduct and godliness?”

This world is passing away, and everything that is part
of this world is of limited duration and meaning. What
matters are those things that relate to holiness, godliness,
and the next world. All the rest will disappear.

When Christ returns, our response to God throughout
our lives will matter. Our house, car, and other physical
accoutrements will not. The quality of our relationships
with others will matter. Our popularity will not. Our
character will matter. The trivia and fickleness of the
culture will not. The reflection of God in our lives and our
example of His eternal life will matter, but the glitz and
glamour of this world are just so much smoke waiting to
dissipate. Through God’s Spirit, we have been given the
discernment to evaluate what will matter when Christ
returns and what is simply vanity and grasping for the wind.

As Christ suffers long with us, is our whole heart
focused on the repenting that we still need to do? Or are
we among those walking according to our own lusts? Are
we are putting far off the day of doom, as Amos says
(Amos 6:3), because much of this world does not seem too
bad to us? Or are we earnestly longing for Christ’s return,
fervently praying, “Your Kingdom come”?

AT PEACE WITH THE LORD
Peter then begins his conclusion:

Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things,
be diligent to be found by Him in peace, without spot
and blameless; and consider that the longsuffering of
our Lord is salvation—as also our beloved brother
Paul, according to the wisdom given to him, has
written to you, as also in all his epistles, speaking in
them of these things, in which are some things hard
to understand, which untaught and unstable people
twist to their own destruction, as they do also the rest
of the Scriptures. (II Peter 3:14-16)

Verse 14 mentions peace, yet when Christ returns as
the Captain of heaven’s armies, there will be war. The
iniquity of the world will be full, and He will fight against
those opposed to Him. Peter counsels us to ensure that
when He returns, He finds us at peace with Him rather
than in opposition.

That may sound obvious, but consider how it might
apply. If we are opposed to the requirements of God’s
law, then we are not at peace with the Lawgiver. If we are
angry with God for some reason, we are not at peace. If
we disagree with God’s reaction or non-reaction or over-
all management of His creation, then we are not at peace
with Him.

There can be as many applications as there are indi-
viduals, because wherever carnality exists, a measure of
enmity remains (Romans 8:7). Peace with God depends
on our trusting Him absolutely with our lives. Only then
will we not take His words and actions as being hostile
toward us, and we will not be hostile toward Him because
we trust Him to have our best interests in mind. If our faith—
trust—slips, then peace with God begins to fracture.

Prophecy Watch
How Much Longer Do We Have?
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of the one was Adah, and the name of the second
was Zillah. And Adah bore Jabal. He was the father
of those who dwell in tents and have livestock. His
brother’s name was Jubal. He was the father of all
those who play the harp and flute. And as for Zillah,
she also bore Tubal-Cain, and instructor of every
craftsman in bronze and iron. And the sister of
Tubal-Cain was Naamah.

This passage records the foundation of humanity’s
development of a more complex system of community
living, including that of agriculture, art, and technology.
God surely intended more complex human communal
systems to arise, but since these are descendants of Cain,
Scripture indicates that they were not working alongside
God to produce these developments. Their planning and
building are deliberately undertaken apart from God. The
fruit of such development produced the evil society before
the Flood.

Genesis 11:4, 9 records what developed a few genera-
tions after the Flood, as mankind repopulated the earth:

And they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city,
and a tower whose top is in the heavens; let us make
a name for ourselves, lest we be scattered abroad
over the face of the whole earth.” . . . Therefore its
name is called Babel, because there the LORD con-
fused the language of all the earth; and from there
the LORD scattered them abroad over the face of all
the earth.

Within a few generations of the Flood, mankind had
begun devising schemes again, centered on a city which
they believed could help them attain the destiny they
desired for themselves. Like all the other preceding
attempts, this one resulted in failure.

Isaiah 53:6 summarizes humanity’s habit of deliberate

sin against God: “All we like sheep have gone astray; we
have turned, every one, to his own way; and the LORD has
laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” In Genesis, this theme
shows mankind devising wicked schemes against God on
a large scale. But within these large-scale undertakings,
each individual is also devising self-centered plans on a
smaller scale to advance himself toward his self-per-
ceived destiny, in opposition to and despite God’s clear
instruction.

Infected by Sin
Why do we become carriers of a nature that is at war
against God, and at the same time, are so self-centered
that we can hardly take our mind off ourselves to love
others as God commands? Since God did not create us this
way, something happened after creation to cause it. That
event can be identified and traced in Scripture. The Bible
shows that sin is a spiritual matter, one that arises from our
own hearts. But how does it get there in the first place?

Job 32:8 declares, “But there is a spirit in man, and the
breath of the Almighty gives him understanding.” The
spirit mentioned here is not the Holy Spirit. This “breath
of the Almighty” is a separate and distinct spirit that
enables people to have qualities in God’s image while
remaining merely human. It enables communication to
take place, even between God and humans. God, how-
ever, is not the only being who can communicate with and
to us. Of course, other humans can communicate with us,
as can angels. Such communication is not only verbal, but
it can also be through the influence of other spirits and
attitudes, be they evil or righteous.

A living spirit possesses the power to sway another’s
attitudes and conduct. A spirit that places the desire to sin
in a person’s mind can be resisted, but if his guard is not
“up,” he can allow that influence to enter his heart and
become part of him. This is what happened to Adam and
Eve when Satan came calling to influence them toward
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(continued from page 6)

Peter observes that some of the things Paul writes are
hard to understand and that people tend to use Paul’s
writings in particular in a destructive way. Even today,
Paul is falsely known as a champion of a no-works
theology, and his writings are cited to say that God’s law
has been abolished. Twisting Paul’s writings in that way
is what will cause destruction, because when the Judge
returns, He will use His law as the basis of judgment.

Peter leaves us with these final thoughts:

You therefore, beloved, since you know this before-
hand, beware lest you also fall from your own
steadfastness, being led away with the error of the
wicked; but grow in the grace and knowledge of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. (II Peter 3:17-18)

The apostle warns against being deceived by all the
things he talks about in this chapter, and his warning
probably includes the previous chapter. As the saying
goes, “Forewarned is forearmed.” Paul prophesies, though,
that some are going to depart from the faith. We have
seen that happen. To keep it from happening to us, Peter
counsels us to focus on growing in the grace and knowl-
edge of Jesus Christ. He refers to the completion of the
repentance or conversion process and our pursuit of
salvation to its conclusion.

Jesus is not delaying His coming. He is giving us time
to put our houses in order so that we can respond correctly
to the work He has begun in us. As Peter says, “To Him
be the glory both now and forever. Amen.”

—David C. Grabbe
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the desire to take of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good
and Evil.

As long as Adam and Eve were only in the presence of
the holy and righteous God in the Garden of Eden, sin was
not a problem because God’s communication with them
was entirely righteous, encouraging, and positive. But
when the personification of evil showed up, they did not
resist his appeals to join with him in sinning against the holy
God. Their spirits picked up on what he was communicat-
ing to them, and they joined him in sin.

It seems such a simple process, but it is nonetheless
true. Sin enters us from contact with a sinful source, to
which we then yield ourselves. Adam and Eve’s inno-
cence prevailed while they lived righteously with God,
their Creator and companion, in the Garden of Eden. What
about us?

Put Up Your Guard
The apostle John states in I John 5:18-19: “We know that
whoever is born of God does not sin; but he who has been
born of God keeps himself, and the wicked one does not
touch him. We know that we are of God, and the whole
world lies under the sway of the wicked one.” The spirit
of Satan and his demons floods this world, which is
why we must be alert to its negative influences—as
John writes, we must “keep” ourselves. Their influence
is always pushing at us to break our loyalty to God and
His way.

We have no need to be terrified. However, Paul gives
the watchword for every Christian in Ephesians 6:11-12:

Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able
to stand against the wiles of the Devil. For we do not
wrestle against flesh and blood, but against princi-
palities, against powers, against the rulers of the
darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wick-
edness in heavenly places.

Not until the original source of sin, Satan, was allowed
into Adam and Eve’s presence—when they rubbed shoul-
ders with him and allowed themselves to become infected
by his attitudes—did their natures begin changing, and
they sinned. What changed is that, as he wove his decep-
tions, they gradually became more self-concerned and self-
centered in their hearts. As their desires shifted, they
became increasingly motivated to satisfy their personal
desires rather than God’s instructions. They failed to raise
their defenses, their armor—which resided in their knowl-
edge of, faith in, and love for God—and flee. They
became abettors of their entrapment.

Paul attests that infection with the sinful nature is
communicated by means of contact with one or many
persons already infected. If it is not the initial infection, it
then tends to intensify what is already resident. The

apostle writes in I Corinthians 15:33-34: “Do not be
deceived: ‘Evil company corrupts good habits.’ Awake to
righteousness, and do not sin; for some do not have the
knowledge of God. I speak this to your shame.” The
Revised English Bible translates this more bluntly: “Make
no mistake: ‘Bad company ruins good character.’ Wake
up, be sober, and stop sinning: some of you have no
knowledge of God—to your shame I say it.”

In this world we are surrounded by and metaphorically
almost swimming in the influences of Satan’s mind. This
may seem unfair to some, but it is nonetheless what
humans must face. In His creation of mankind, God willed
that people must voluntarily and deliberately choose which
way they will go: Satan’s or God’s way? Which will we be
loyal to? Our loyalty must be demonstrated by the way we
live our lives, even though faced with the temptations of
a disobedient and rebellious influence.

God provides protections so that we are safe from what
would ordinarily be constant pressures from demonic
influences (Job 1:6-12). Even so, the apostle Paul warns
us that we are still subject to being influenced. We cannot
be careless. He writes in II Corinthians 11:1-3:

Oh, that you would bear with me in a little folly—and
indeed you do bear with me. For I am jealous for you
with godly jealousy. For I have betrothed you to one
husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to
Christ. But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent
deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds may
be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.

This instruction is given to those who already have
God’s Spirit. Following God’s Word is always wisdom,
though it is not always easily understood. Sometimes, it
takes diligence to clarify its meaning and application to our
lives. We have to take the time to search things out,
believe it, and choose to use it in our lives, regardless of
the sacrifices it might require.

Adam and Eve, though without God’s Spirit, did not do
what we are instructed to do: to be careful and thoughtful
and to use the wisdom we already possess from God to
resist the influences we are still bombarded with. I
Corinthians 10:13 promises us that we have God’s willing
help. Therefore, we can grow to the level of comprehen-
sion and conduct we need to fulfill our responsibility to
resist the influences of Satan and his world.

We, who have formally dedicated our lives to glorifying
God, must be thoughtful and focused, not allowing Satan
to deceive us into carelessly becoming disloyal to our
Creator. This is wisdom.

In Christian love,

Personal
Ecclesiastes and Christian Living
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Euthanizing a Civilization

The name of Frank Van Den Bleeken is not well known
on this side of the Atlantic Ocean, but his name would

likely be recognized by many Europeans. Van Den Bleeken
is Belgian, but more than that, he is a murderer and serial
rapist who has served more than thirty years in prison for
multiple crimes. Other than his criminal record, what sets
Van Den Bleeken apart is his request in early 2014 to be
put to death under Belgium’s euthanasia law, which has
been on the books since 2002. His request and the
Belgian government’s decision provoked sharp reactions
from the public.

Since the law’s inception, about 1,400 Belgians a year
have been euthanized. The diminutive European country
has on its books what is considered to be “strict conditions”
for granting a euthanasia request. Among its strictest
stipulations is that applicants for the procedure must be
competent and sensible and present a “voluntary, consid-
ered and repeated” request to die.

Van Den Bleeken, meeting all legal conditions under the
law, was granted permission to die by Belgium’s justice
minister in September 2014. However, in January 2015,
the procedure was postponed because the physician who
was to perform it refused to participate, citing the lack of
“certain legal due diligence.” The case is still being held in
abeyance.

Once known, three facts about this man’s case are
bound to shock those reared in a Judeo-Christian cul-
ture: 1) that any civilized Western nation could condone
“mercy killing” of any kind in the first place, much less
legalize it; 2) that much of the ensuing outrage across
Europe centered on, not that an otherwise healthy
man’s life would be snuffed out with lethal drugs, but
that he would not be forced to serve out his full life-
sentence in prison; and 3) that no one in authority in
Belgium—or even in the wider European Union—thought
that there was anything fundamentally wrong with his
request.

Along with The Netherlands and Belgium, Luxembourg
has also legalized euthanasia, but its case numbers per
year are quite low, barely breaking into double-figures.
Switzerland and Germany permit assisted suicide, and in
several other European nations, the practice resides in a
legal gray area where it is not explicitly a criminal activity.
An estimated 12.3% of all deaths in The Netherlands
occur by way of euthanasia, about 6,000 in all. Switzerland’s
assisted suicide numbers skyrocketed by 700% over eleven
years due to “suicide tourism.” If trends continue, total
deaths by euthanasia across Europe will soon reach the
10,000/year mark. (Euthanasia is banned in Ireland, Italy,
Bosnia, Croatia, Serbia, Romania, Greece, and Poland.)

More troubling, lawmakers in The Netherlands and
Belgium believed that euthanasia is such a profound right
and moral good that their parliaments passed statutes

making it available for children. The Belgian law specifies
that “the patient must be conscious of their decision and
understand the meaning of euthanasia.” On its face, this is
a ridiculous notion, as no child possesses that level of
understanding. Next door, The Netherlands estimates that
650 newborns are euthanized each year simply because
their parents are distressed by the fact that these babies
are weak or sickly.

Euthanasia was promoted by its advocates as a “hu-
mane” method for ending the suffering of patients who
faced excruciating pain in their final weeks or days. Their
rhetoric brought to mind sympathetic images of cancer
patients and those suffering from severe burns. Yet, it is
increasingly being used to terminate the lives of people
with more moderate conditions—and even suspected-but-
not-yet-present conditions. Earlier this year, a 47-year-old
Dutch woman was lethally injected because she suffered
from chronic tinnitus, otherwise known as ringing of the
ears. Another individual was euthanized after a sex-
change operation, and a set of deaf twins chose legal
assisted suicide because they feared they might also go
blind.

Worldwide, in addition to the nations listed above,
euthanasia is legal in Colombia, and assisted suicide is
lawful in Japan and Albania and in the U.S. states of
California (beginning January 1, 2016), Montana, New
Mexico, Oregon, Vermont, and Washington. Canada is
close to legalizing assisted suicide, as its Supreme Court
ruled unanimously that the law banning assisted suicide is
unconstitutional (Quebec has already passed right-to-die
legislation).

But for Albania and Japan, all of these are Western,
majority Christian nations/states, many of which are also
on the forefront of abortion and homosexual rights, pro-
gressive issues that push a culture of death on the popu-
lace. Whether the means is death by injection, death
before birth, or perverse sexual practice in which procre-
ation is impossible, the guiding principle seems to be that
human life is worthless and needs to be cut short as soon
as practicable.

In contrast, Jesus Christ came to this earth that, ulti-
mately, all people “may have life, and that they may have
it more abundantly” (John 10:10). The apostle Paul calls
death “the last enemy” (I Corinthians 15:26), and God
advises us to “choose life, that both you and your descen-
dants may live” (Deuteronomy 30:19). A culture of death,
taking life whenever it is convenient, is inimical to Chris-
tianity and true morality. It is well on its way to weakening
Western civilization to the point that it will be unable to
recover.

—Richard T. Ritenbaugh



Today, most people believe that morality is relative––changing from age to age and culture to culture. Societal trends,
fads, desires, and emotions often drive the ever-changing definition of what is right and wrong, frequently forming new

moral and ethical standards seemingly overnight. These new standards either reject God’s law outright, or are very
much at odds with it. In fact, many believe that the existence of God’s law itself creates the problem (sin), rather than

the harm resulting from a specific illicit act.

Upon rejecting God’s law, most believe they have the freedom to decide right from wrong. Because of their enmity
against God (Romans 8:7), people often refuse to confess or even acknowledge their sinful acts. However, a world
without God’s definition of sin will typically “learn” to justify culture-sanctioned murder like abortion and sexual

perversions like homosexuality and pedophilia, among many others.

What happens to a person’s genuine sense of sin when God’s laws are believed to be no longer valid? The apostle
John writes, “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us” (I John 1:8). In the minds
of most people, sin occurs as the result of some impersonal, arbitrary law, made up in ancient times to keep people from
enjoying themselves. This is why so many waste so much time trying to undermine the credibility of the Bible. When
one considers how often even a mature Christian struggles admitting all his sins, is it any wonder the world does the

same? No one likes to be reminded of personal failure, so our thoughts easily turn to justification instead. Typical
defensive questions include: “Does this qualify as sin?” “Does it really matter anyway?” “If no one is complaining,

why should we care?”

Admission of Sin

Bible Study

1. What does it mean to “confess our sin”? l John 1:9.
COMMENT: In this verse, “confess” means to acknowledge
and admit. To start, we must acknowledge our sin, then
admit it, and finally do something to counter its addictive
impact. This is the process of overcoming sin (James 1:13-16).
2. Against whom is sin committed? Jeremiah 16:10-12; I
Corinthians 8:12.
COMMENT: We recognize the true seriousness of sin when
we realize that all sin is committed against God. But another
serious effect is that it is committed against oneself
(Habakkuk 2:9-10; I Corinthians 6:18). Our bodies are not
our own; Jesus bought us with His own blood. So we must
glorify God in our body and in our spirit, which are His (I
Corinthians 6:19-20).
3. What is sin’s result? Isaiah 3:9.
COMMENT: The detrimental effect of sin also affects others,
beginning with our family, friends, community, country,
and the whole world.  It is cumulative, with each new sin
adding to the detrimental impact so that the enormity of
suffering in the world today is beyond measure. We actually
curtail our freedom, weighing ourselves down with bad
habits. It changes our character, which impacts those who
care for us. Each sin is a failure to become what we might
have been, corroding our ability to reach our full potential.
Self-absorption becomes almost literal; we devour ourselves
till there is no proper love for God, oneself, or anyone else.
The apostle James expresses the result of sin succinctly,
“Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and
sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death” (James 1:15).
4. What vital connection does sin break? Isaiah 59:2.
COMMENT: The word “religion” comes from the Latin re-
ligare, meaning, “to bind fast.” Religion therefore requires
a connection with God, and where it is lacking, true religion

soon begins to fail. Sin violates the relationship—or the
connection—we have with God. We can liken this to a
deteriorating relationship between a headstrong child and
parent. As long as the child remains unyielding, the likeli-
hood of a mature and balanced relationship, and thus
growth, is greatly diminished. The solution is found in the
very nature of God: love. What is love? “This is love, that
we walk according to His commandments” (ll John 6). “Love
does no harm to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment
of the law” (Romans 13:10).
5. Is sin enslaving, even addictive? John 8:34.
COMMENT: Instead of freedom, habitual sin brings about an
enslaved consciousness, and one can gain insight into its
nature by comparing it to chemical addiction. Like the
chronic use of drugs, habitual sin causes a hardening of the
heart (Job 9:4). Just as a junkie needs more of the addictive
drug more often, habitual sin lowers the barriers of our
conscience to more sin. As Jesus Christ says, “Sin no more,
lest a worse thing come upon you” (John 5:14).

Our religion—our connection to God—provides us with
the moral compass necessary to define both sin and the
standards we need to walk worthy of our calling. This same
connection also provides us with the ultimate solution for
our addiction to sin—His love. We do not live or commit sin
in a vacuum. Each sin lowers our inhibition to further
transgression and often causes collateral damage to those
close to us and beyond. More importantly, it separates us
from our Father and His love, without which we would be
eternally lost. We can be assured, though, that because of
our heavenly Father’s powerful love for each of us, He has
provided the perfect antidote to all of our sinful habits in the
life and the blood of Jesus Christ.

—Martin G. Collins
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