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The Old Testament is divided into three sections: the
Law, the Prophets, and the Writings. The Writings
are sometimes called the Wisdom Books. Within the
Wisdom Books, including Proverbs and Ecclesiastes.
seeking wisdom is emphasized as a major guide to
a well-lived life. Proverbs 4:7 advises, “Wisdom is
the principle thing; therefore get wisdom.” As we
proceed through Ecclesiastes 8 and 9, we are
learning that, as important as wisdom is, it is not the
answer to each of life’s problems. Even wisdom has
its limitations, and there are reasons for this.

Ecclesiastes 8 continues the subject of the
importance of wisdom in dealing with the relation-
ship problems that invariably arise during the
course of life. The chapter begins by stating that
wisdom is a valuable virtue in transforming an
individual for good. Its goodness is illustrated with
the statement that “it makes the face shine.”
“Shine” appears to imply a person smiling in
pleasure at what is accomplished using wisdom.

It is easy to recall a specific time we received
a great deal of pleasure in solving a difficult
problem by using a singular bit of wisdom. But the
context of Solomon’s statement suggests a much
broader application, a more general sense of well-
being welling up from within due to consistent use
of wisdom in daily life.

After this, the flow of the chapter quickly turns
to the specific subject of the wisdom of defer-

Ecclesiastes
and Christian Living

Part  Fifteen: Deference
ence. It focuses on dealing with those in authority
over us, especially the king. To understand this
more broadly, it will be helpful to analyze this so
that we do not limit deference to the king. Chris-
tians must defer to others too.

This subject coordinates beautifully with Ro-
mans 13:1-7 and other passages in the New
Testament. The apostles Paul and Peter make
clear that God expects His children to be humble
before all, taking care not to give cause for
offense regardless of whom we are before. Giv-
ing deference must not be reduced to mere clever
manipulation to make a point.

We always need to take God’s involvement in
His creation into account, as He is its sovereign
Ruler and we are pilgrims in a land that is not ours.
It is almost as though a Christian is a guest.
Therefore, we are to treat with preferential kind-
ness even those who falsely accuse us.

It is good to remember that the counsel that
follows is given to those who have made the cov-
enant with God. When Ecclesiastes was written
somewhere between 1000 and 900 BC, it was di-
rected at all Israelites, as they were born into the
existing Old Covenant relationship. By way of con-
trast, each of us has been called and must make the
covenant with God individually. God is not now
working directly with the descendants of the nation
of Israel to whom this counsel was originally given,

Personal
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but He is working directly with us as the Israel of God
(Galatians 6:16). Thus, it is directed to us for our benefit.

Our Overall Responsibility
Solomon writes in Ecclesiastes 8:2, “I counsel you, keep
the king’s commandment for the sake of your oath to
God.” The mention of God colors and lifts the matter of
deference far above mere social rectitude, making it part
of our preparation for His Kingdom. This charge ad-
dresses our overall responsibility to God and thus to
human governing officials because Paul shows them to be
God’s agents in Romans 13. In this context, it is the king.

Our responsibility is stated as obeying the king because
of our oath to God. An oath is a formal declaration to do
or not do something. Synonyms include “vow,” “pledge,”
“swear,” or “promise.” Oaths are serious business. In
Matthew 5:33-37, Jesus counsels us not to swear at all
because of our weakness in keeping them. In this particu-
lar case, one may even bear greater responsibility than
normal because the oath is made to God.

This oath could be one of three possibilities. Exodus
24:7-8 shows Israel’s pledge to obey God by keeping the
Old Covenant:

Then [Moses] took the Book of the Covenant and
read in the hearing of the people. And they said, “All
that the LORD has said we will do, and be obedient.”
And Moses took the blood, sprinkled it on the people,
and said, “Behold, the blood of the covenant which the
LORD has made with you according to all these words.”

The second oath is the covenant we have made with
God to be obedient to Him. Jesus Himself says in Luke
14:26-27:

If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father
and mother, wife and children, brothers and sister,
yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple.
And whoever does not bear his cross and come after
Me cannot be My disciple.

Whether or not we fully grasped it, at the time of our
baptism and laying on of hands, we were pledging our lives
and activities to faithfulness to Jesus Christ.

The third possibility is the least likely to apply. It is
swearing before a judge during a courtroom trial to tell the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth “so help me
God.” This used to be done with a raised right hand or with
a hand on a Bible.

The sense of responsibility to obey God must be culti-
vated, despite the sometimes foolish, self-centered hu-
mans in between Him and us. Those people may have
done something very damaging that directly affects us or
someone we love. They may have spoken forcefully

against God and His way. It is easy to feel oppressed by
them because, in their unconversion, they have become
enemies of God. Being self-controlled in such situations
may even prove to be life-saving.

Giving deference is not a mere civil duty. Making the
covenant with God and deferring to those in authority can
become a difficult, sacred obligation. It becomes more
difficult when we perceive their self-centeredness and
feel oppressed by them but fail to see God and the working
out of His purposes in the picture at the same time. It
presents a situation where disciplined self-control may be
absolutely necessary.

So, being before the civil authority is not merely a civil
matter. It presents a situation that is a personal matter
between us and the unseen God. We must firmly grasp
that human nature is just below the surface in us; it always
wants to regain its former enslavement of us.

Hold Your Temper in Check
In the next verse, Solomon writes, “Do not be hasty to go
from his presence, for he does whatever pleases him”
(Ecclesiastes 8:3). This advice calls on us to refine our
behavior to be delicate, reserved, and careful so we do not
appear obstinate when a difference arises between civil
authority and us. Solomon’s counsel is that, if the king does
not grant us what we desire, depart discreetly out of respect
for his office.

On this verse The Preacher’s Complete Homiletical
Commentary observes, “A wise man will avoid every-
thing in thought, temper, and action tending to sow the
seeds of sedition.” Another expanded on this thought by
advising, “We must study, even while in his presence, to
find the proper behavior for the occasion so as to not imperil
either our safety or the general society’s.” Study, in this
case, means “concentrate on” or “give attentive scrutiny to.”

The thrust of this counsel is that a person must be
careful not to let his wounded pride build to such a
passionate defense that it carries over into haughty dis-
dain for the authority’s office. This can even expand to
calling God into account for His “failure” to remove that
person from his office. Such an attitude may sow the
seeds of rebellion far and wide. It is a major flaw in carnal
thinking that people often fail to consider the long-range
effects of even a single sin, a clear example of this being
Adam and Eve’s sin in the Garden.

The King’s Power Is a Reality
Next, Solomon cautions in Ecclesiastes 8:4, “Where the
word of a king is, there is power; and who may say to him,
‘What are you doing?’” To a person with long experience
of the Western world, the degree of acceptance called for
by this verse is almost beyond belief! Our cultures value
such a high level of freedom of speech that our “kings” are
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called into account in the public media virtually second by
second! Every word they utter is parsed for secret
meaning, and every phrase is analyzed until all aspects of
possible meaning are mined for insight as to how to
criticize them. Every leader is considered fair game. The
principle of the “divine right of kings” seems to have been
seized by those under authority!

We certainly live in a different age than that of Solomon.
However, we must keep in mind who we are, who is giving
this counsel, and why this counsel is given. We are dealing
with God and His purposes, so the counsel fits these
realities above all other considerations.

Two examples of the need for the wisdom of giving
deference appeared in recent news broadcasts. The first
involved a young woman stopped by a policeman for a minor
driving infraction. She had either given a wrong signal as to
which way she intended to turn or had, for some reason,
given no signal at all. As the patrolman began questioning
her, she suddenly became irate to the point that she
needed to be restrained, arrested, and imprisoned. A few
days later, she hanged herself in the prison cell. Nothing
indicates that the patrolman mistreated her in any way.

The second incident occurred a few days later under
similar circumstances. A patrolman stopped a man for a
minor moving violation and asked the driver to produce his
driver’s license. The man at first merely hesitated but
soon began expressing angry resistance. A second time
the officer asked him to produce his license. Suddenly, the
driver jammed the car into gear, stepped on the gas pedal,
and began driving away. The patrolman shouted at the
man to stop and at the same time drew his weapon. The
man would not stop, so the patrolman fired one shot, hitting
the driver in the head and killing him.

Both of these incidents escalated to high intensity
within a few moments. There were no drawn-out argu-
ments and no prior history between those involved, just a
citizen confronted by a public authority figure whom the
citizen heatedly refused to submit to. Their resistance to
a simple legal request became their death sentence.

As humanists have risen to leadership in virtually every
aspect of social intercourse of the Western world, self-
centered disrespect has surged to the fore. Nevertheless,
Ecclesiastes 8:4 continues to stand as a reminder of what
Romans 13:1-4 confirms to Christians regardless of when
they live: Rulers in their position of authority in society
stand in the place of God to us because they are ordained
of God. Despite the rapidly declining social conditions on
earth, God still rules His creation. Therefore, He counsels
us to give those in leadership within our nations, not
merely respect, but some measure of reverence as well.

In addition to this instruction, Ecclesiastes 8:1-4 also
contains an implied promise of favor to those who have
made the covenant with God and are honestly and consis-
tently striving to remain faithful to their responsibilities
within it. Such a person is indeed wise because he under-
stands the nature of his duties as a citizen. Thus this verse
provides practical wisdom to pass through life smoothly.
Such a person is thought to be an excellent citizen.

Four Reasons to Give Deference
The term “king” used in this context makes some avoid or
completely overlook the broader issue involved in the
subject of deference. Hardly any of us will ever directly be
confronted by a literal king. However, all of us are under the
authority of leadership where we are employed, in the home,
at school, or for that matter, even as we are driving to do our
shopping. The principles of wisdom given in terms of a
king, then, may apply to situations in our lower-level social
status. To understand the counsel better, we can substitute
the term “leader,” which is better suited to our lives.

Verse 4 begins an intriguing paragraph, as Solomon gives
overall reasons why deferential respect is good counsel. It
adds a note of sternness to Paul’s words in Romans 13,
making Solomon’s counsel good and useful information for
us. We might call it a series of common-sense reasons to
prepare us for his conclusion in verse 17, rather than strictly
spiritual reasons why being thoughtfully careful before a
ruler, especially a stern one, is wise on its surface.

The first reason is the most directly spiritual, one we
must consider highly important. People in positions of
authority in society stand to us in the place of God because
His Word clearly declares that they are ordained of God.
Because God is involved, it should immediately suggest to
us the reality of a greater purpose and power, and we
should treat such authority figures with care. Therefore,
with this advance warning, should we ever be put in this
position, we must be respectful and on our toes.

A second general thought is suggested in verses 6-9,
which we will expand on below. The idea is that we do not
know the future, and we are virtually powerless even in
controlling the present. Solomon wants us to take our
limitations into serious consideration. I Peter 5:6-7 pro-
vides this similar sound advice: “Be clothed with humility,
for God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble.
Therefore humble yourself under the mighty hand of God,
that He may exalt you in due time.”

A third thought is covered more thoroughly in verses
10-15. We are aware of grave injustices in this world, yet
we can still enjoy the life God gives. We have to recognize
that even if he grants our desire—for which we might be
before the leader—though it may be important to us, will
not change anything in society. This is a reality. What we
desire is not the solution to all of mankind’s problems.
Even if our desire is effective, it will change things only
temporarily. He is not counseling us to abandon hope but
to be willing to recognize the realities of life.

The fourth puts a cap on the entire circumstance: Since
God is indeed involved, even the wisest person cannot find
out all of His work. We must hold our expectations of
accomplishment somewhat in check. In other words, be
moderate in our expectations because we do not “see”
things as God does. Compared to Him, we have severe
limitations, and thus wisdom, even though using it is
always good, may seem to have limitations.

It is also helpful to understand that Solomon’s common-
sense reasons are better understood within the historical
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times and circumstances in which they were given. If we
apply their spirit to our time, we will find they are practical
and workable regardless of the era we may live in.

The Matter of Power
Before moving away from the teaching in verse 4 on power,
we need to be aware of a truth about why deference is
necessary when facing a king. The truth is that power is
present in his office, and it is God-given. A similar statement
appears in Job 9:12, where Job speaks of God’s attributes:
“If He takes away, who can hinder Him? Who can say to
Him, ‘What are You doing?’” Thus, deferring to the ruler
may avoid his exercising excessive power to maintain peace.

We must be aware that God has indeed granted power
to the ruler. The ruler’s responsibility is as the appointed
enforcer of the nation’s laws. Historical logic demands
that the power must be there because, without the power
in the authority’s hands, existing laws would be merely
advice. If the leader’s office has no power to exercise,
respect for law diminishes, and the citizenry will ignore
the laws. Such a scenario has happened repeatedly in
history. We are experiencing an increase of disrespect for
law in this nation as we move toward Christ’s return.

What should our understanding of law be? To clarify
this reality of power, it may help to personify law in the
person of the ruler. Yet, the law, unlike a man, never
sleeps. It also never forgets, having a long, long memory.
Also unlike a mere man, it has virtually unlimited power to
reach out and snare a lawbreaker. It must be respected
because real power resides in it because of God above.

A vivid biblical example of this involves David’s nephew,
Joab, and his relationship with David. He treated Uncle
David, the king, imperiously and rudely throughout most of
his life. But like God, David, the holder of earthly power
in Israel, remembered. Before David died, he left orders
for Solomon, and cousin Joab was executed by the new
king in short order.

Joab seemed to get away with his disrespectful attitude
toward David and his office for a long time, but he
eventually paid for it. Why did David have him put to death?
Because in reality, Joab had shown great disrespect for
God. Joab did not perceive where the power truly resided.

A View Beyond the Human King?
Ecclesiastes 8:5-8 adds this instruction about dealing with
those in authority over us:

He who keeps his command will experience nothing
harmful; and a wise man’s heart discerns both time and
judgment, because for every matter there is a time and
judgment, though the misery of man increases greatly
for he does not know what will happen; so who can
tell him when it will occur? No one has power over

the spirit to retain the spirit, and no one has power in
the day of death. There is no discharge in that war, and
wickedness will not deliver those who are given to it.

In these verses, the focus of deference appears to shift
to facing a leader with a reputation for unusual discern-
ment and perhaps stern, unbending judgment. Is the king
here the Creator God or an earthly king? Even though
Solomon is, in an overall sense, providing us wisdom about
how we should approach an earthly king, he never com-
pletely loses sight of God, who stands unseen behind the
earthly king’s power. He seems to be giving the earthly
king here a great deal more than the usual level of respect.

If it is God that he writes of, then it appears to make more
sense because we can learn of the real power behind the
throne. We can learn to fear God more deeply and readily by
observing nature and applying to our lives what we discern
there of His character. If we do this, we will see some of
His attributes and come to respect them more deeply.

Does not God say that He upholds all things by the word
of His power (Hebrews 1:3)? Careful and thoughtful obser-
vation of the natural world reveals the compelling, harmoni-
ous, and sometimes breathtaking beauty of the mind of our
great Creator. It also at times displays His awesome and
mysterious power that, almost like a machine, seemingly
appears to move on inflexibly, not knowing or caring what it
inflicts. Who can stop the weather from happening?

Everybody and everything gets caught up in God’s
movements. A blizzard, tornado, earthquake, flood, or
drought seems unsympathetic about what or who is caught
in its devastation. It is as if, once God’s purpose is formed,
nothing can turn it aside, despite human woes. These are
displays of power that everyone should rightfully fear.
Yet, the wise person will discern that God’s purposes
come to fruition slowly, so he patiently waits, having
perceived that, behind all the outward appearances of
harshness, there is good within it. Such a wise use of
power can influence a human king.

Verse 7 appears to say that God, the great and awe-
some King, operates without regard for man’s desire to
know the future. Why is this good? Because not knowing
the future with any certainty tends to keep man dependent
on God. It makes faith in His love a necessity for his
spiritual survival. When a person stands before a human
ruler, he should keep his utter dependence on God in mind.

In verse 8, Solomon touches on death as perhaps God’s
ultimate power over man. When a man’s time arrives, only
God has the power to give him continued existence. The
breath of life is in the hand of God, and if He allows this last
enemy to grasp us, there is no escape. Solomon is reminding
us that God’s rule of His creation is not helter-skelter but
operated with order and specific, individual attention to
detail. No man has power to retain life beyond his appointed
time. There are no grounds on which a person can procure

(continued on page 13)
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What Does It Mean
to Take Up the Cross?

“Be ready always to give an answer . . .” I Peter 3:15

Six times in the gospels, our Savior instructs His followers regarding the cross. The
epistles likewise have numerous mentions of the cross of Christ. However, for those
who understand how paganism has crept into mainstream Christianity, the cross may
be a subject that is left out of our studies. But with so much instruction on this one
topic, it is well worth understanding its daily significance for us.

To begin, it is necessary to consider the common usage of crosses. The second
commandment forbids the use of any physical representation of something used in
the worship of God. It prohibits anything that tries to represent divinity in a physical
way, such as pictures or statues. The crucifix (an image of Jesus on the cross)
certainly fits into this category. Even though the stated intent is for use as a
remembrance of the crucifixion, God commands us not to use any image or likeness
in our worship of Him.

An Ancient Pagan Symbol
The cross has been used as a religious symbol since long before the crucifixion of
Jesus. It originated in the Babylonian mystery religions, where it was a symbol of the
god, Tammuz. In his book The Two Babylons, Alexander Hislop summarizes the
universality of the cross by saying that “there is hardly a pagan tribe where the cross
has not been found.” The cross did not even become associated with nominal
Christianity until the time of Constantine, centuries after the crucifixion. And while
the Scriptures refer to the cross metaphorically, the true church never made use of
it in a physical way.

In addition to the pagan origin, the question is still unresolved exactly what Jesus
died on. The Greek word translated as “cross” is stauros, meaning a stake or upright
pole. It may have had a cross-beam on it, or it may have simply been a long piece of
wood, thick enough to bear the weight of a human body. Adding to the mystery are
four scriptures asserting that Jesus was hung on a tree (Acts 5:30; 10:39; 13:29; I
Peter 2:24), and the Greek indicates a green, living tree rather than a stauros of dead
wood. Because of this, one possibility is that the stauros of Jesus was just the
crossbeam, which was attached to a living tree.

“And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me.”
—Matthew 10:38

Ready Answer
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But the traditions of nominal Christianity have memo-
rialized the pagan cross. To add insult to injury, so-called
Christians venerate the means of death of the Messiah
through their physical representations, rather than com-
memorating His death as He commanded, through the
observance of the Passover (see I Corinthians 11:24-25).
Hebrews 12:2 says that Jesus Christ despised the shame
of the cross in order to become our Savior, yet nominal
Christianity both memorializes that shame in an image and
turns it into a good-luck charm.

In studying Christ’s instructions for taking up or bear-
ing our stauros, it is clear that He did not intend for us to
have anything to do with a physical crucifix, any more than
He intended for us literally to pluck out an eye or cut off
a hand to avoid sin (see Matthew 5:29-30). Rather, the use
of the cross stands for a much larger concept that
cannot—and should not—be crammed into a mere icon.

A Metaphor for Our Walk
The Jews living under Roman dominion were all too
familiar with crucifixions. When they saw a man carrying
a stauros, it could only mean that his time on earth was
essentially finished; they knew that man was as good as
dead. So when Jesus told His followers to take up their
crosses, they also were to account themselves as already
being dead. What life remained was given over to the
control of another, symbolizing complete surrender, while
pointing to the encumbered life of a disciple.

Jesus’ various statements about the cross show us the
practical applications of this metaphor. The contexts
make it clear what it means for us to live surrendered lives
in, but not of, this world. Notice Matthew 10:34-39:

Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did
not come to bring peace but a sword. For I have
come to “set a man against his father, a daughter
against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against
her mother-in-law”; and “a man’s enemies will be
those of his own household.” He who loves father or
mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he
who loves son or daughter more than Me is not
worthy of Me. And he who does not take his cross
and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. He who
finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for
My sake will find it. (Emphasis added throughout.)

Here, Jesus explains that there is a cost to following Him
and that it will cause separation from those closest to us.
When we reckon ourselves as dead and completely surren-
dered to the One who is giving us a new and superior life, our
decision creates division, putting us at odds with family and
friends who have not yet been called. They will continue
worshipping in the way that seems best to them, while our
surrendering to God constrains us, instead, to worship Him in
spirit and in truth (John 4:24).

If we are to be worthy of Christ, our love for Him must be
greater than our love for our parents and children. If God
requires something of us that does not make sense to them,
we must remember that we have already died and that
eternal life comes with a cost. In Galatians 2:20, Paul writes,
“I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live,
but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the
flesh I live by faith in the Son of God.” When we accept
Christ as our Savior, we, too, are symbolically crucified
with Him, which means our lives now must conform to His.

For Matthew 10:39, various paraphrases render it as
“he who clings to his life” or “whoever tries to gain his own
life.” In other words, we cannot serve two masters. We
will either pursue life on our own terms and lose out on
eternity, or we will give up our claim on our lives and trust
whatever God does with them. The life God wants for us
is incomparably richer than anything this world has, but if
our focus is only on our current circumstances, that
priceless life will not mean much to us.

Unable to Commit
I Kings 18 recounts the showdown between Elijah and the
prophets of Baal, in which the prophet asked the people of
Israel how long they would falter between two opinions.
They knew there were benefits to worshipping the God who
had delivered them from Egypt, but they were also attracted
to Baal-worship. The people would not commit to follow one
or the other, opting instead for an unholy mixture of beliefs,
leading to the adoption of rank paganism.

This principle is especially relevant for us in the end
time. In the letter to the final church in Revelation, Christ’s
charge is that the Laodiceans are neither cold nor hot.
They claim to love Him, but their lifestyle reveals their
worldly infatuations. They do not reject God completely,
nor commit to Him wholeheartedly—because of the great
price. They are still clinging to their lives, because surrender-
ing completely and bearing their crosses are too costly. Yet,
trying to have it both ways, they are losing out on eternal life.
They are unwilling to lose their lives for His sake, and are
thus unworthy of the life of Christ.

Luke 9:23-25 gives ample material for understanding
Jesus’ meaning:

Then He said to them all, “If anyone desires to come
after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross
daily, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his
life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake
will save it. For what profit is it to a man if he gains
the whole world, and is himself destroyed or lost?”

Though a different occasion, He mentions again the
choice between clinging to our former lives, or letting go
and entrusting our new lives to His care. He points out that
all the riches of the world mean nothing without a spiritual
life—a life that will not be held captive by the grave. We

Ready Answer
What Does It Mean to Take Up the Cross?
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As we become aligned with His standard of conduct, the
burdens become less about the conflict within ourselves
because of what we feel God will not let us do and more about
the conflict we will encounter from the world as God’s way
of life offends them. There can be external conflict but
internal peace because we are in alignment with God.

But until we are of the same mind as the Lawgiver, our
carnality will tirelessly pressure us to ease our burdens by
playing fast and loose with God’s instructions. That is part
of the cross we have to bear until our perfecting. God’s
law is not the problem—it is the carnal mind feeling vexed
that makes our obligations feel heavy.

No Greater Power
The cross of Christ can mean two different things: It can
be a symbol of what the crucifixion produced (forgive-
ness, etc.), or it can represent Christ’s own example of
self-denial and losing His life for a greater purpose—a
symbol of great personal cost.

Paul writes in I Corinthians 1:18, “For the message of
the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to
us who are being saved it is the power of God.” Consider,
though, that many who claim to be Christian today do not
consider the idea of forgiveness through crucifixion to be
foolishness. They glory in what the cross produced. What
is foolishness to them is His example of complete surren-
der, which we are to imitate. As a result, nominal Chris-
tianity has become tolerant of sin, increasingly
human-centered, and less inclined to actions that might
involve discomfort or inconvenience. Even conservative
denominations will not follow Christ with regard to the
seventh-day Sabbath. They appreciate what the cross of
Christ produced, but balk at the cost to follow in His
footsteps. Observing the fourth commandment as Jesus
and the apostles did seems foolish to them!

But for those who are being saved, that message and
example of total surrender—of carrying whatever is placed
upon us until we die—is the power of God. Consider the
power unleashed when Jesus surrendered completely: The
Most High God not only raised Him back to life, but He has
put all things under Him. There is no greater power.

This was Paul’s solution for the division in Corinth—
the example of the Creator being willing to die. Following
that example of self-sacrifice is what could have allowed
the Corinthians to be reconciled to each other. The carnal
mind says that surrender is folly, because it creates a
vulnerability or the possibility of loss. But the same carnal
mind is blind to the vital reality that God is on His throne,
overseeing the outcome—gladly using His power on our
behalf if we will but trust Him with our lives.

The message of the cross is not merely about forgive-
ness of sins. It is also about our response to God after we
have been forgiven. If we are to be worthy of the Creator
who humbled Himself to die a shameful death, our re-
sponse must likewise be one of self-denial, complete
surrender, and reckoning ourselves as already dead to this
present, evil age so that we might live for Him.

—David C. Grabbe

might have some years of glorious living in a physical
sense, but inevitably, the same event happens to us all.

Jesus emphasizes the tremendous waste of squander-
ing the opportunity for eternal life in exchange for a little
more fun or comfort today. Then He reminds His follow-
ers that He will be coming again to reward people for the
choices they made—whether they valued Him and sought
Him, or were ashamed of Him and sought the dead things
of this world.

A Heavy Cost
One other instruction appears here: the command to deny
oneself. He is not advocating asceticism but allowing God
to set the terms of one’s life. It is about renouncing one’s
own life in favor of the life that Christ is offering—one far
better but more costly.

To follow after Him, we must willingly reject—even
disown—any aspect of life that is not in subjection to Him.
This involves putting to death the works of the flesh and
purging the love of the world, including the lust of the flesh,
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life (I John 2:15-17).
We must hold at bay all those things embedded deep in our
human nature that prevent our being worthy of Him.

We must realize that to carry a stauros is not a brisk walk
with a little stick softly resting on one shoulder. The stake, or
the crossbeam, was a thick and heavy piece of wood. It
weighed down the bearer and hindered normal mobility.

Similarly, some aspects of our calling and conversion
burden us and make it impossible to walk as others do—and
that is by design. Becoming a follower of Christ has never
meant having an easy life. It has tremendous benefits and
blessings, but it also has its burdens because of the nature
that remains inside us, weighing us down as it fights for
dominance. This is why in Galatians 5:24 Paul says that
“Those who belong to Christ have crucified their old nature
with all that it loved and lusted for” (Phillips’ Translation).

The fact that we must take up our cross daily means
that we must lift that crossbeam every morning and crucify
our carnal nature up until we go to sleep. Then the next
morning we rise and shoulder afresh those things we have
to bear, crucifying the flesh again. This routine begins at
baptism, but it does not end until our final breath.

A Carnal Perspective
I John 5:3 says that God’s commands are not burdensome,
yet the carnality that remains within us considers them to
be so. Many believers have had to face the dilemma of
being offered a better-paying job if they were willing to
break the fourth commandment and work on the Sabbath,
or the ninth commandment by misrepresenting ourselves.
Similarly, they could have more money by breaking the
eighth commandment and robbing God of His tithe. If we
are accustomed to getting our way, then these behavioral
limits will seem burdensome, but only because we still lack
the perspective of the divine Lawgiver.

Jesus said that His yoke is easy and His burden is light
(Matthew 11:3). In Christ, we still have burdens, but they
are far easier to bear when He is providing the strength.
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What a Difference a Day Makes

We understand that the Day of the Lord is not a
literal twenty-four-hour day, but an entire year.
This is shown most explicitly in Isaiah 34:8, where
the prophet writes, “For it is the day of the LORD’S
vengeance, the year of recompense for the cause of
Zion.” In some prophetic contexts, the Bible uses
the principle of a day representing a year (see
Numbers 14:34; Ezekiel 4:6), and the principle
appears to apply in this instance. Certainly, the
Bible’s descriptions of the devastations God will
bring upon the earth and its rebellious and sinful
peoples will take longer than one physical day to
enact (see, for instance, the seven last plagues in
Revelation 16).

Still, we cannot help but be stunned nearly witless,
as we read the Scriptures concerning that long
“day,” our heads spinning as we think of the aston-
ishing difference a relatively short period of time will
bring to this planet. God will draw a number of tools
out of His tool-box to fashion that change: Earth-
quake, volcanism,2 fire and water—probably the
most unlikely combination. Fire and water.

Unlikely, but not uncommon, as fire and water
frequently appear in conjunction in the Scriptures.
Consider Leviticus 1:9, where washing with water
precedes the burnt offering, or Matthew 3:11, where
John the Baptist speaks of baptism of fire and
baptism of water, virtually in the same breath.

Numbers 31:22-23 provides another fine example.
Both fire and water can serve as cleansing agents in
the purification of objects taken as booty in war.

What a diff’rence a day made
Twenty-four little hours
Brought the sun and the flowers
Where there used to be rain.

—Stanley Adams1

(Remember, the Day of the Lord is likened to a day
of war; see Joel 3:9-16; Zephaniah 1:14-18; Zechariah
14:1-4.)

Even though gold, silver, brass, iron, tin and
lead can all withstand fire, so that you are
indeed to purify everything made of these
materials by having them pass through fire;
nevertheless they must also be purified with
the water for purification. Everything that can’t
withstand fire you are to have go through the
water. (Complete Jewish Bible)

Fire and water are both cleansing agents. Sub-
stances that can withstand the rigors of fire, like
metals, are to be passed through it and then purified
with the water of purification. Combustible objects,
like cloth, are to be purified only with water.3

ALL GREEN GRASS BURNS
With the requirement of using both fire and water to
purify noncombustible objects, the Revelator’s com-
ments in Revelation 8:7 take on new meaning: “The
first angel blew his trumpet, and there followed hail
and fire, mixed with blood, and these were thrown
upon the earth.”

Here, an angel throws hail and fire on the earth,
from above.4 What is thrown down is mixed with blood
in that they cause great destruction, as verse 7 illus-
trates: “And a third of the earth was burned up, and a
third of the trees were burned up, and all green grass
was burned up” (English Standard Version [ESV]).

Wheat—as well as rye and other grains, of
course—are grasses. So, if this passage is referring
to grasses that provide staple foodstuffs, then the

Prophecy Watch
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impact of this first trumpet plague is indeed almost
unimaginably vast. Whatever its cause, it is responsible
for the burning of a third of the planet.5

Revelation 16:8-9 provides more information about the
role of the sun, this time in the context of a description of
the Fourth Bowl: “The fourth angel poured out his bowl on
the sun, and it was allowed to scorch people with fire.
They were scorched by the fierce heat” [ESV].

Revelation 18:8-9 gives yet another example of the
destruction caused by fire. This passage describes the
final destruction of Babylon:

For this reason her plagues will come in a single day,
death and mourning and famine,

and she will be burned up with fire;
for mighty is the Lord God who has judged her.
(ESV)

In summary, these passages in the book of Revelation
speak of intense heat, apparently generated by the sun.
Unlike volcanic activity, which comes from below (that is,
inside the planet), this fire comes from above. In Isaiah
30:26, the prophet Isaiah makes a statement that may
elaborate on the role of the sun in the Day of the Lord:
“Moreover, the light of the moon will be as the light of the
sun, and the light of the sun will be sevenfold, as the light
of seven days.”

Most sixth graders can easily enough deduce the meaning
of “the light of the moon will be as the light of the sun.” The
moon reflects the sun’s light, so if the sun were to increase
in strength sevenfold, the moon’s light would increase com-
mensurately. While some folk interpret the increase in the
sun’s brightness to be symbolic, relating it to Christ’s radi-
ance and such, a literal meaning is more pertinent.

HOW AVERAGE CAN A STAR BE?
A conventional view of the sun is that is it a “main
sequence” star. Astronomers classify stars on a con-
tinuum based on size and heat, both of which relate to
internal characteristics of a star. Some are red, some
white, some small, some big, some hotter than others.
Average stars are classified in the “main sequence.” In
the past, the sun was considered main sequence, that is,
as stars go, pretty much as an average Joe.

More recently, however, scientists who study these
things have come to view the sun as at least a mildly
variable star. A variable star is usually not main se-
quence. It is one that, for any number of reasons, fluctu-
ates in brightness. One reason for this fluctuation can be
the internal functioning in the star. These stars expel large
amounts of matter, usually in the form of gas, and with it,
heat, light, and what is called solar wind.6 When it expels
gas and solar wind, as in the coronal mass ejection of 1989,
it not only affects brightness and heat, but it plays havoc
with the earth’s magnetic fields. It is becoming apparent,
too, that this disruption can, in turn, trigger seismic and
volcanic activity.

How disruptive is disruptive? Well, the coronal mass
ejection of 1989 turned out the lights in large areas of
northeast America for days. A similar event in 2012 was
absolutely massive, but missed the earth. If a major flair
or coronal mass ejection came close to the earth, it could
well lead to the levels of destruction we read of in Isaiah
30 and Revelation 8, 16, and 18.

What a difference can a single day bring? Lika Guha-
thakurta, a NASA scientist, writes in NASA Science News:

The sun . . . is a variable star. But it looks so constant
. . . . That’s only a limitation of the human eye.
Modern telescopes and spacecraft have penetrated
the sun’s blinding glare and found a maelstrom of
unpredictable turmoil. Solar flares explode with the
power of a billion atomic bombs. Clouds of magnetized
gas . . . big enough to swallow planets break away from
the stellar surface. Holes in the sun’s atmosphere
spew million mile-per-hour gusts of solar wind. And
those are the things that can happen in just one day.

Here are a few of the many scriptures that might refer
to intense solar activity during the Day of the Lord (or
even during the Tribulation):

• Deuteronomy 32:22: Intriguingly, in the Song of
Moses, God refers to His use of heat as He punishes
apostate Israel. This passage describes an extremely
intense, penetrating fire.

For a fire is kindled by My anger, and it burns to
the depths of Sheol, devours the earth and its
increase, and sets on fire the foundations of the
mountains. [ESV]

• Isaiah 11:15: Here, God says He will

 . . . utterly destroy
 the tongue of the Sea of Egypt,

and will wave His hand over the River
 with His scorching breath. . . . [ESV]

• II Peter 3:7: Peter’s comments here may refer to
the Day of the Lord.

But by the same word the heavens and earth that
now exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the
day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly.
[ESV]

WATER UP TO THE NECK!
Let’s go back to Isaiah 30:27-28 as we turn our attention
to God’s use of the second tool in His toolbox, water.

Behold, the name of the LORD comes from afar,
burning with His anger, and in thick rising smoke;

His lips are full of fury,
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and His tongue is like a devouring fire. . . .

Notice now how the image changes from fire to water in
verse 28:

His breath is like an overflowing stream
that reaches up to the neck. . . .

Verse 30:

And the LORD will cause His majestic voice to be
heard and the descending blow of His arm to be
seen, in furious anger and a flame of devouring fire,
with a cloudburst and storm and hailstones.

Of course, with the word “like” in verse 28, this descrip-
tion could be figurative. That is also the case with other
passages that conjoin the images of fire and water, as in
Micah 1:4:7

And the mountains will melt under him,
and the valleys will split open,

like wax before the fire,
like waters poured down a steep place.

Yet, there can be no question about Christ’s comment to
John in Revelation 11:19, where it is clear we are not
dealing with figurative language:

Then God’s temple in heaven was opened, and the
ark of His covenant was seen within His temple.
There were flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of
thunder, an earthquake, and heavy hail. [ESV]

We will not long conjecture about the physical mechanism
God might use to bring about these hail storms, these
apparently supercell cloudbursts. Answers in Genesis, a
creationist website, discusses geological evidence that pow-
erful hurricanes, called hypercanes, were spawned by con-
ditions (such as a warming of the planet’s oceans) prevalent
just after the Flood. While hurricanes might impact local
regions, a hypercane could conceivably effect whole conti-
nents, lasting for weeks, generating winds of 500 miles per
hour. It is possible that massive geographic formations such
as the Grand Canyon were formed by hypercanes. Possibly,
the disruption of the planet’s magnetic fields by intense
solar activity could trigger hypercanes during the Day of
the Lord, causing terrific storms, as well as earthquakes.

NOTHING INDISCRIMINATE
ABOUT THAT DAY!
This is the realm of conjecture, surely. What is clear,
however, is that Christ will use both fire and water to
purify the planet in preparation for His return. Moreover,

what is absolutely vital for God’s people to remember is
that He will remain in total control during this time.
There will be nothing random about the Day of the Lord.

How many of us can provide anecdotal evidence that
a tornado can destroy one house, while leaving the homes
next door virtually untouched? Clearly, God is able to use
the forces at His disposal selectively, such that those
individuals He has chosen to live into the Millennium will
remain safe, while others will die.8 Think of it this way:
Those hailstones thrown down will be like smart-bombs.
God will direct each one to strike what He wants it to
strike, pulverizing it, burying it—and nothing else.

In Jeremiah 43, the prophet Jeremiah provides an
excellent example of the level of control God maintains in
an apparently chaotic situation.9 The context is the
prophecy that Nebuchadnezzar will conquer Egypt.

[Nebuchadnezzar] will defeat Egypt. He will bring
death to those who are supposed to die. He will
capture those who are supposed to be captured. He
will kill in battle those who are supposed to be killed in
battle. (Jeremiah 43:11, God’s Word Translation)

Other translations use verbals such as doomed or
destined, as “those who are destined to die,” or “those
doomed for captivity.” In the thick of battle, with confu-
sion everywhere, God will remain in control. He knows
precisely whom He wants to live and whom He wants to
die. Nebuchadnezzar did not have that knowledge; his
generals did not; and certainly, his foot soldiers did not. If
they had known it, they could not reliably have imple-
mented God’s will in the heat of battle.

God, though, knew His plans for each individual and
controlled the situation precisely to bring about His planned
end. That is why God can be so specific in Ezekiel 5:1-2,
using the fraction “one-third.” God will maintain control to
ensure that one-third will be burned in the fire, another
third scattered in the wind, and so on.

An echo of this concept of control sounds in Christ’s
words, recorded at Revelation 13:10:

If anyone is to be taken captive,
to captivity he goes;

if anyone is to be slain with the sword,
with the sword must he be slain. [ESV]

Interestingly, this verse ends with a call for patience and
faith during extremely rough times: “Here is a call for the
endurance and faith of the saints.” The horrific events of
the Day of the Lord might well cause God’s elect to
question His level of control—perhaps even His benefi-
cence. This will be a year requiring consummate faith and
patience on the part of God’s people. They must truly
know that God’s actions during that Day will not be chaotic
or haphazard in any way, but highly orchestrated by Him.

Prophecy Watch
What a Difference a Day Makes
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exemption. Rebellious opposition to God will not avail us.
Deference is clearly the order of the day to the Christian.

The overall point of Solomon’s sobering exposition is
that the Creator God must absolutely be treated with the
greatest of respect and reverence. The human king, who
stands in God’s place before us as His agent, should also
be treated with a measure of the same respect. In his
office, he shares in some aspects of the Creator God’s
governing power. We must learn that the human ruler
does not have to consult us, his subordinate, for permission
to carry out whatever judgment he makes in regard to us.

Back to the Future
Solomon writes in Ecclesiastes 8:9-13:

All this I have seen, and applied my heart to every
work that is done under the sun: There is a time in

which one man rules over another to his own hurt.

Then I saw the wicked buried, who had come and gone
from the place of holiness, and they were forgotten in
the city where they had so done. This also is vanity.
Because sentence against an evil work is not executed
speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully
set in them to do evil. Though a sinner does evil a
hundred times, and his days are prolonged, yet I
surely know that it will be well with those who fear
God, who fear before Him. But it will not be well with
the wicked; nor will he prolong his days, which are as
a shadow, because he does not fear before God.

This passage carries forward Solomon’s thoughts on
the use of power by a stern ruler who exercises his
governing powers tyrannically. How might it affect those
of us living by faith? Verse 9 poses a circumstance that
may prove critical for us, as even now our rulers in this

Personal
Ecclesiastes and Christian Living

(continued from page 6)

In 1920, Robert Frost published a poem “Fire and
Ice.”11 Its first lines read, “Some say the world will end in
fire, / Some say in ice.” He concludes that either fire or
ice “would suffice.” The poet lacks God’s perspective.
Using both fire and ice, the sovereign God will cleanse,

End Notes
1 The music and original lyrics were originally written by the Mexican songwriter,
Maria Grever, under the title, “When I Return to Your Side.” Stanley Adams
wrote the English lyrics, renaming the song, “What a Difference a Day Made.”
It was popularized by Dinah Washington, who won a Grammy Award in 1959
for her R&B version, renamed “What a Difference a Day Makes.” There have
been many covers.
2, 3 Earthquakes and volcanic activity are out of the scope of discussion
here. A rough count finds no less than eleven prophetic references to them
in the Bible, as well as a number of historical references. Revelation refers
to them five times. One, mentioned in Revelation 16:17-20, will be so great
as to cause “every island” to flee away and all mountains to vanish.
Usually, volcanic activity is associated with earthquakes.
4 A third cleansing agent, aside from water and fire, is blood.
For more information about the water of purification (also called ’the water
of separation”), see Numbers 19:11.
As an aside, compare Deuteronomy 32:43. Here, in the Song of Moses,
Moses says God will cleanse (or purify) His peoples’ land and the people
themselves. This is in context of God taking vengeance, so it clearly pertains
to the Day of the Lord. Part of this cleaning may be the creation of a “pure
language” (Zephaniah 3:9).
5 This is somewhat in contrast to the Flood, where God opened the fountains
of the deep (see Genesis 7:11-12).
6 However, assuming that this one-third is contiguous is not warranted by the
passage.
7 Many pulsate on a schedule, and as a general rule, the longer the period
between pulsations, the more intense the pulsations.
8 Or consider, in this example, a case where water is not mentioned:

Seek the LORD and live,
lest He break out like fire in the house of Joseph,

and it devour, with none to quench it for Bethel. . . .
(Amos 5:6, English Standard Version)

9 Note Job 1:21: “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked shall
I return. The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; blessed be the name
of the LORD.” The giving and taking of life is God’s prerogative now. There
is no reason to assume that He will vacate that prerogative during the Day
of the Lord.
10 A second witness of this concept, using similar rhetoric, appears at Jeremiah
15:2:
And when they ask you, “Where shall we go?” you shall say to them, “Thus
says the LORD:

Those who are for pestilence, to pestilence,
and those who are for the sword, to the sword;
those who are for famine, to famine,
and those who are for captivity, to captivity.”
(English Standard Version)

11 Frost’s complete poem reads:

Some say the world will end in fire,
Some say in ice.
From what I’ve tasted of desire
I hold with those who favor fire.
But if it had to perish twice,
I think I know enough of hate
To say that for destruction ice
Is also great
And would suffice.

punish, and terraform on a vast scale—all the while
selectively protecting a relatively small remnant, those
destined to enter the wonderful World Tomorrow.

And what a difference that world will be from today’s!
—Charles F. Whitaker
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nation are growing ever more dictatorial, and there seems
to be no waning of governmental tyranny in sight.

This thought leads Solomon into commenting on a
situation in verse 10 that seems to echo the paradox
explored in middle of chapter 7. Realities within a commu-
nity do not always follow the patterns that we expect to be
fair and just. The wicked are sometimes blessed with
comfortable long lives and wealth, and are acclaimed as
benefactors in the city. In contrast, the righteous are
treated unjustly, suffering under the powerful wicked who
bear rule over them. The persecutors grow stronger in
their hatred while the righteous are pushed ever lower in
the estimation of others.

Solomon is reminding us that occasions arise when a
reversal of retribution and reward occurs. Wisdom is not the
answer in every occasion. These reversals are undoubtedly
happening in our nation at this very time in its history. Cruel,
persecuting sinners are being acclaimed and rewarded,
while those practicing God’s way are persecuted in the
courts by being jailed and heavily fined, and their reputations
are destroyed for their holding fast in obedience to God’s
laws. It is no wonder that Solomon declares these injustices
to be vanity. This situation will produce no good results.

Verse 11 confirms that, because the governing authori-
ties do not exercise the powers of their office, they tend
to encourage the growth, both in their intensity and
number, of the injustices being committed by the evildo-
ers. This ugly truth reveals the depravity of the human
heart. If evil deeds were swiftly punished, human nature
would be deterred to some degree. However, the reality
is that, because justice is often so painfully slow, people
seem to get away with almost anything, even murder.
Human nature eagerly follows the path of least resis-
tance. If lawbreaking is not punished, it quickly proceeds
to greater numbers and intensity.

We are living through such a time. Seeing God has not
intervened to stop these injustices, people are taking
advantage of His forbearance. How should we view this?
We must look on His delay positively—as a merciful gift
to us—giving us more time to repent, overcome, and
grow. In addition, who knows how many more He will
bring to repentance as He delays?

God clearly states in Exodus 34:6 that He is “slow to anger,
and abounding in steadfast love.” We must respond by
holding fast in our faith to the loving wisdom by which He
always proceeds. Paul writes in Romans 2:4, “God’s kind-
ness is meant to lead you to repentance” (English Standard
Version). The unconverted always abuse God’s patience by
making it an excuse for immorality. Scoffers always abound
among those who do not know God (II Peter 3:4).

There is no doubt the wicked want the “good times” to
keep on rolling for them. However, beginning in verse 12,
God assures us that there will indeed be a final righting of
all the injustices present in this world. Even in verse 10, He
gives a hint of this, declaring that the prosperous and

publically acclaimed wicked will be buried and then for-
gotten. Their reputations are swallowed up in the grave
along with their bodies and forgotten. Their names may
indeed live on but only in infamy.

In verses 12-13, He strongly assures us that the righ-
teous, though they also sin on occasion, will have their
days prolonged, perhaps indicating everlasting life. But
for the sinner who does not fear God, the future is bleak,
like a shadow that vanishes when light disappears. Justice
will be done. The wicked are not to be envied.

“Eat, Drink, and Be Merry”
Ecclesiastes 8:14-15 gives helpful counsel before con-
cluding the chapter:

There is a vanity which occurs on earth, that there
are just men to whom it happens according to the
work of the wicked; again there are wicked men to
whom it happens according to the works of the
righteous. I said that this is also vanity. So I com-
mended enjoyment, because a man has nothing
better under the sun than to eat, drink, and be merry;
for this will remain with him in his labor for the days
of his life which God gives him under the sun.

Solomon reminds us that, as life falls out for us, we
frequently do not understand it. It may seem unfair
because the evil are prospered and the righteous are perse-
cuted. But he does not dwell on that. Instead, somewhat
surprisingly, he urges us to enjoy life: to eat, drink, and be
merry. He does the same at least three other times earlier
in the book despite all the vanity “under the sun.”

This is neither a cynical nor resigned-to-one’s-fate accep-
tance of the “Let us eat, drink, and be merry, for tomorrow
we die” attitude. Notice that the last phrase of verse 15
asserts that these circumstances are a gift from God. In
addition, he says in Ecclesiastes 2:24, “There is nothing
better for a man than that he should eat and drink, and that
his soul should enjoy good in his labor. This also I saw, was
from the hand of God.” Therefore, this agrees with his earlier
counsel that what is happening to us harmonizes with God’s
purpose for us. So the times and circumstances we are living
in are good for our preparation for God’s Kingdom.

Yes, there is vanity under the sun. Yes, we see a lot of
injustice. But we have a lot of overcoming work to do, and
there is joy for us in the ordinary activities of life, sharing
fellowship with the people of God. While we are involved
with all our heart in these things, God is nourishing and
sustaining us as He prepares us. Thus, there is even
reason to celebrate. God is calling on us to rejoice.

In Christian love,

Personal
Ecclesiastes and Christian Living
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Anything Goes
Part One: Transparency for the Transgender Agenda

For the LGBT movement in America, 2015 has been a
watershed year. On June 26, the landmark Supreme

Court decision (Obergefell v. Hodges) legalizing same-sex
marriage was announced, followed in July by the introduc-
tion of the Equality Act of 2015 in the U.S. House. Finally,
the New York City Commission on Human Rights Law
(NYCHRL) released groundbreaking regulations to alter
how our nation’s largest bellwether city legally regards
those within the LGBT movement, who define themselves
according to their deviant sexuality.

This troubling crusade, through patient persistence, has
successfully enhanced its public status to be regarded like
a racial or ethnic minority, with a growing number of
legislators seeking ways to normalize and protect lifestyles
that were once considered deviant—and to criminalize
criticism or religious opposition.

The Transgender movement, the T of LGBT, was
recently elevated to prominence with the “coronation” of
Caitlyn (né Bruce) Jenner as America’s newest (and most
“courageous”) sweetheart. Transgender persons, once
known as transsexuals or cross-dressers and often dis-
dained even within the LGB circles, possess a desire to
“identify” as the opposite sex, both sexes simultaneously,
or none at all. The movement declares that this desire,
once considered a symptom of psychosis, is actually
natural, healthy, and normal. Moreover, they preach
that to suppress the desire, or any attempt to correct it,
is unhealthy, cruel, discriminatory, and a reflection of
ignorance.

According to the Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against
Defamation (GLAAD) website, transgender is defined
as “an umbrella term for people whose gender identity and/
or gender expression differs from what is typically associ-
ated with the sex they were assigned at birth.” The
NYCHRL, in a fashion similar to the Equality Act of 2015,
defines gender as a person’s “actual or perceived sex
and shall also include a person’s gender identity, self-
image, appearance, behavior or expression, whether or not
that gender identity, self-image, appearance, behavior or
expression is different from that traditionally associated
with the legal sex assigned to that person at birth.”

To translate, any person, regardless of age, may declare
that he (or she) does not identify (or feel) like a male (or
female) and he (or she) requires that the rest of society
accommodate him (or her) in accordance with all of his (or
her) wishes.

As with any minority rights crusade, the transgender
campaign sought first to increase public awareness of
their “plight”—and second to create sympathy for it.

Since their plight centered on the fact that the medical/
psychological professionals’ diagnosis of their condition
was problematic at best (as the LGB movement had
experienced years earlier), then the first step required
an official revision in the American Psychiatric
Association’s (APA) Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of
Mental Disorders.

The APA formerly labeled the condition that leads to
the desire to change gender as “Gender Identity Disorder”
(GID), implying that corrective therapy was called for.
That is no longer the case. In 2012, following years of
persistent lobbying efforts, GID was dropped in place of
“Gender Dysphoria.” It describes, not a medical or psy-
chological disorder, but instead, the emotional distress
over “a marked incongruence between one’s experienced/
expressed gender and assigned gender.” The problem is
shifted from that of the individual’s mental or physical
health to the alleged intolerance of an unenlightened and
unloving family or public.

With the mental health stigma removed, the media was
eager to facilitate the second step: providing the emotional
punch to create sympathy for the trans-person by dividing
society into opposing factions—the tolerant good guys
and the intolerant bad guys. To that end, the entertain-
ment media currently feature transgenders in well over a
hundred television shows or movies. On TV’s “Keeping
Up with the Kardashians,” Bruce Jenner’s prolonged
transformation to “Caitlyn” took place in the public eye.
The spinoff, “I Am Caitlyn,” shines a sympathetic light on
the result.

Though many detractors vocalized openly their disap-
proval, they were soon attacked as intolerant, uneducated
“haters” by a media that suddenly embraced the
transgendered. ESPN awarded Caitlyn the 2015 Courage
Award. Vanity Fair magazine featured the transformed
Jenner on a recent and now iconic cover. “Orange Is the
New Black,” a wildly popular Netflix offering, features
transgender actors in prominent roles. Social media, led by
Facebook and Twitter, overflow with criticism for
“transphobics”—the bad guys—and love and affection for
Jenner and his/her sad trans-partners.

With the opposing viewpoints properly defined, and a
sympathetic media, medical profession, and government
aiding the LGBT agenda, the emboldened transgender
jihad now focuses on our workplaces, our schools, and
our language. In the next issue, we will explore these
efforts.

—Joe Baity



Walt Disney’s iconic cartoon character, Jiminy Cricket, made popular the maxim, “Let your conscience be your
guide!” But from a Christian perspective, is that wise? What is the conscience, and what does it reveal in an

individual? What good does it provide us? Should a person, especially a Christian, trust his conscience?
In Acts 23:1, the apostle Paul writes, “I have lived in all good conscience before God until this day.” Is this even

possible, and should we be striving to do the same thing?

Is Your Conscience a Good Guide?

Bible Study

1. Does the Bible define conscience? Romans 2:14-15.
COMMENT: Suneidesis, translated as “conscience” and used
32 times in the New Testament, was introduced to the
biblical lexicon by Paul. The International Standard Bible
Encyclopedia defines it as, “An inner witness that testifies
on the rightness or wrongness of one’s actions or motives
and, on the basis of them, pronounces judgment concerning
the worth of the person.” Put simply, it is a person’s internal
moral sense.

While Paul does not provide a formal definition, what he
writes in Romans 2:14-15 comes close:

For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature
do what the law requires, they are a law to themselves,
even though they do not have the law. They show
that the work of the law is written on their hearts,
while their conscience also bears witness, and their
conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse them.
(English Standard Version)

Conscience can be seen as a gift of God that provides
human beings with the capacity for accurate self-examina-
tion, particularly when used in the light of God’s truth as
illustrated by I Corinthians 4:4. We should realize that it is
not a dictator of our beliefs, but a response that reflects our
current values (Romans 9:1; II Corinthians 1:12; 4:2; 5:11).
2. Is it possible to live in all good conscience? Acts 24:16.
COMMENT: Paul was a principled man guided by a strong
conscience. His entire life displays a devotion to doing
what he thought was in accordance with God’s will, his
conduct reflecting that sincerity. His actions as a Pharisee
were governed by many of the same biblical principles
extant after his conversion. In a sense, he became a Chris-
tian because God persuaded his conscience that it was the
right thing for him to do. In other words, when God converted
him, He did not change Paul’s conscience but his perception
of what was right—of what God’s will actually was.

The Bible reveals Paul, prior to his conversion, as one who
was sincerely wrong. His actions did not reflect the actual will
of God, but instead, those of a man determined to do what he
sincerely believed was “wise in his own eyes” (Isaiah 5:21). In
Acts 26:9, Paul admits, “Indeed, I myself thought I must do
many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth.”

We should be wary of such misguided sincerity. Yet, if

we strive, like Paul, to avoid hypocrisy and follow our
conscience in all matters, God’s judgment will take our
motivations into account (Proverbs 21:2; Romans 14:22-23;
I Timothy 1:13).
3. Does a good conscience guarantee righteous works?
Acts 8:1-3.
COMMENT: Paul’s pre-conversion zeal against “The Way,”
though born of a clear conscience, was in opposition to
God’s will and a genuine threat to His early disciples. We
should be aware of the continued existence of this unrigh-
teous threat to our emotional and even our physical well-
being. In John 16:2-3, Jesus warns those who follow Him
that persecutors will believe—in good conscience—that
they are doing God a good service (see also Acts 5:32-33;
23:12-14).

On the other hand, a good, Christian conscience, when
pricked, should reflect a righteous willingness to repent
(Acts 2:36-38). Even though there is no guarantee that it will,
a good conscience should also motivate us to forgive those
who offend, threaten, or abuse us (Acts 7:59-60).
4. How does our conscience bear witness? Romans 2:14-15.
COMMENT: The conscience should reflect an inner belief
of what is right and wrong. If those values are based on
God’s truth (Jeremiah 31:33; Hebrews 10:15-16), sinful activ-
ity will cause us to feel guilty and motivate us to repent.
Conversely, when a person who lacks Christian values
commits sin, there is often no guilt associated with it nor
any desire for repentance. In both of these instances, the
conscience “bears witness” to the genuine values of the
sinner (Judges 21:25; Psalm 51:3, 13, 17; II Samuel 24:10-25;
Job 42:6).
5. Should a Christian trust his conscience? Psalm 118:8; I
Corinthians 4:4.
COMMENT: God—not one’s human conscience—should be
the final arbiter of our actions. However, our loving Creator
gifted us with a conscience to aid us in our decision-making
and in our response to sin. Just as we are to submit to God’s
will, we must first subordinate our conscience to His law. In
doing so, we significantly increase our chances of engaging
in right-minded self-examination, making better decisions,
repenting when required, and providing the humble and
righteous witness that reflects our desire “to have a con-
science without offense toward God and men” (Acts 24:16).

—Martin G. Collins
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