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The matter of leadership—whether nationally,
locally, at home, on the job, or on the team—

has always been a vexing problem for mankind.
“Always” should be taken literally because Gen-
esis 3:16-19 reveals it was a major part of several
issues that triggered mankind’s circumstances
ever since, down to this very second. After Adam
and Eve’s sin, God imposed the following curses,
at the same time pointedly stating why this major
flaw in man’s character helped to trigger the
human condition that persists today:

To the woman He said: “I will greatly multiply
your sorrow and your conception; in pain you
shall bring forth children; your desire shall be
for your husband, and he shall rule over you.”
Then to Adam He said, “Because you have
heeded the voice of your wife, and have eaten
from the tree of which I commanded you,
saying, ‘You shall not eat of it’: Cursed is the
ground for your sake; in toil you shall eat of
it all the days of your life. Both thorns and
thistles it shall bring forth for you, and you
shall eat the herb of the field. In the sweat of
your face you shall eat bread till you return to
the ground, for out of it you were taken; for dust
you are, and to dust you shall return.”

Notice that God mentions to Adam, whom He

Leadership and Covenants
Part  One

had appointed as leader of the family through
which He intended to populate the entire earth,
“you have heeded the voice [counsel] of your
wife.” In other words, he had failed to lead the only
person who was then under his authority. He took
her counsel rather than do what God had com-
manded him to do, and thus he sinned. The context
does not state why he did so, but what resulted was
an act of idolatry. He put her counsel before
God’s, breaking the first commandment.

How long did Adam ponder the challenge of the
serpent’s arguments to break God’s command-
ment by eating of the Tree of the Knowledge of
Good and Evil? A few seconds? A few minutes?
Whatever it was, in comparison to the amount of
time that has passed since, it remains as little more
than a flash of lightning. Yet, consider how this
seemingly minor sin motivated God to react.

Romans 8:18-23 vividly describes the long-term
effects of God’s judgment given in the Garden:

For I consider that the sufferings of this
present time are not worthy to be compared
with the glory which shall be revealed in us.
For the earnest expectation of the creation
eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of
God. For the creation was subjected to futil-
ity, not willingly, but because of Him who
subjected it in hope; because the creation

Personal
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itself also will be delivered from the bondage of
corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of
God. For we know that the whole creation groans and
labors with birth pangs together until now. And not
only they, but we also who have the firstfruits of the
Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves,
eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of
our body.

This singular episode in Eden illustrates how seriously
God treats sin as compared to how lightly we tend to take
it. It was a brief moment in time, when Adam, along with
Eve—only two people—failed to exercise leadership by
obeying God’s simple stricture. What they chose to do
instead has brought far more difficult lives on billions of
people—difficulty that otherwise may have never oc-
curred. Life, righteousness, and sin do not operate in a
vacuum. There is no such thing as sin that does not hurt
others, as some so foolishly think or proclaim to justify
themselves.

Ecclesiastes 7:29 makes a telling statement regarding
our creation: “Truly this only have I found: That God made
man upright, but they have sought out many schemes.”
Solomon intends that we understand Adam and Eve to be
representative of all mankind. However, Genesis 3 makes
clear that they exercised their leadership by leading us into
sin. In so doing, they led us all to fall from the pinnacle of
human innocence in which they had been created.

Poor Leadership Is the Pattern
There can be no doubt that God intended Adam and Eve
to be leaders in guiding their children to live righteous lives.
The Bible does not record how many children they pro-
duced in their roughly 900 years of living. They may have
sincerely tried to raise righteous children, but Genesis
reveals their success to have been at best a mixed bag.
Their results begin on an ominous note, as their first child,
Cain, grew up to be a murderer, killing his younger brother,
Abel. Cain’s sin was different from Adam and Eve’s, but it
was one Cain had the proclivity to do. He followed his
parents’ lead in the practice they initiated.

As the Genesis story expands, we find that only two
men, Enoch and Noah, achieved any recognizable leader-
ship achievements by actually living righteous lives. World-
wide, leadership was so corrupt that the violent Nephilim
are brought into the context as a contrast to righteous
Noah, who followed God’s leadership.

Genesis 6:5 bluntly reports, “Then the LORD saw that the
wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every
intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continu-
ally.” God’s reaction appears in verses 6-7:

And the LORD was sorry that He had made man on
the earth, and He was grieved in His heart. So the
LORD said, “I will destroy man whom I have created

from the face of the earth, both man and beast,
creeping thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry that
I have made them.”

Another judgment followed, the Flood, as He carried out
His threat.

A Few Positive Leadership Examples
Hebrews 11 provides us with names and examples of godly
leadership during the times of the patriarchs and Israel’s
subsequent history. These heroes of faith were involved in
the events cited because their previous patterns of life had
prepared them to be engaged in them and to glorify God as
they did so.

Each leader’s record in Scripture, shows their histories
to have been checkered, to say the least. None of them led
perfectly. But this list in Hebrews 11 provides firm evi-
dence that the quality of a person’s leadership is made
consequential by the strength and consistent application of
his faith in God and His Word.

By way of contrast, the overwhelming biblical evidence
delivers a far different message about Israel’s many kings
and the average Israelite’s attitude and conduct. Consid-
ering the scriptural guidance that the Israelites had avail-
able to them, as well as the history of preceding generations,
they had no legitimate justification for their behavior. Instead,
the Bible gives us a grievous, almost continuously repeating
account.

Concerning Rehoboam, son of Solomon, II Chronicles
12:14 records, “And he did evil, because he did not prepare
his heart to seek the LORD.” How could he then please God
with righteous leadership? Though he was a king, he was
not prepared to do so. II Chronicles 14–21 reveals that
Judah had relatively good leadership under Kings Asa and
Jehoshaphat, but despite those good examples, along came
King Jehoram, who refused to follow their examples. II
Chronicles 21:4-6 observes his conduct and evaluates it:

Now when Jehoram was established over the king-
dom of his father, he strengthened himself and killed
all his brothers with the sword, and also others of the
princes of Israel. Jehoram was thirty-two years old
when he became king, and he reigned eight years in
Jerusalem. And he walked in the way of the kings of
Israel, just as the house of Ahab had done, for he had
the daughter of Ahab as a wife; and he did evil in the
sight of the LORD.

Notice whose leadership Jehoram followed and exercised
in Judah.

We must consider briefly what God says regarding King
Manasseh, son of one of Judah’s better kings, Hezekiah:

Manasseh was twelve years old when he became
king, and he reigned fifty-five years in Jerusalem. But

Personal
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he did evil in the sight of the LORD, according to the
abominations of the nations whom the LORD had cast out
before the children of Israel. For he rebuilt the high
places which Hezekiah his father had broken down; he
raised up altars for the Baals, and made wooden images,
and he worshiped all the host of heaven and served
them. He also built altars in the house of the LORD, of
which the LORD has said, “In Jerusalem shall My name
be forever.” And he built altars for all the host of heaven
in the two courts of the house of the LORD. Also he
caused his sons to pass through the fire in the Valley of
the Son of Hinnom; he practiced soothsaying, used
witchcraft and sorcery, and consulted mediums and
spiritists. He did much evil in the sight of the LORD, to
provoke Him to anger. He even set a carved image,
the idol which he had made, in the house of God, of
which God had said to David and to Solomon his son,
“In this house and in Jerusalem, which I have chosen
out of all the tribes of Israel, I will put My name
forever, and I will not again remove the foot of Israel
from the land which I have appointed for your fathers—
only if they are careful to do all that I have commanded
them, according to the whole law and the statutes and
the ordinances by the hand of Moses.” So Manasseh
seduced Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to do
more evil than the nations whom the LORD had
destroyed before the children of Israel. And the LORD
spoke to Manasseh and his people, but they would not
listen. (II Chronicles 33:1-10)

It would be hard to name a king of Israel or Judah who
led his nation into more evil. Yet, incredible as it is, God’s
Word reveals that Manasseh repented of much of it. His
repentance was not a hollow one. He changed so com-
pletely that he did a complete turn-around, tearing down
the idols he had erected previously and making God’s
commanded sacrifices at the Temple. Nowhere is he
directly evaluated as doing good in God’s sight, but he did
some good works to clean up some of the evil mess he had
created. God’s evaluation of him seems to be softened
considerably, considering what could have been recorded.

Isaiah Reports as Judah Collapses
In both Isaiah and Ezekiel, God provides unambiguous
summaries of the Israelites’ leadership. In both books,
unlike in Kings and Chronicles, God does not restrict His
evaluation to the governing leadership but includes leaders
from all parts of society. This is most clearly seen in
Ezekiel, but we will look first at Isaiah’s prophecy, partly
because he wrote well over a hundred years before
Ezekiel, showing that Judah steadfastly would not change.

Isaiah 1:4-9 begins to detail the low estate to which the
nation had fallen due to poor leadership and the people’s
sinful compliance to their leaders.

Alas, sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a
brood of evildoers, children who are corrupters!
They have forsaken the LORD, they have provoked to

anger the Holy One of Israel, they have turned away
backwards. Why should you be stricken again? You
will revolt more and more. The whole head is sick, and
the whole heart faints. From the sole of the foot even to
the head, there is no soundness in it, but wounds and
bruises and putrefying sores; they have not been
closed or bound up, or soothed with ointment. Your
country is desolate, your cities are burned with fire;
strangers devour your land in your presence; and it is
desolate, as overthrown by strangers. So the daughter
of Zion is left as a booth in a vineyard, as a hut in a
garden of cucumbers, as a besieged city. Unless the
LORD of hosts had left to us a very small remnant, we
would have become like Sodom, we would have been
made like Gomorrah.

Conditions were terrible in every aspect of life. By
contrast, sin was flourishing. The rest of chapters 1 and 2
describe in more detail the existing circumstances. Also in
chapter 2, God encourages them by describing what He is
planning to do after the Day of the Lord, when leadership
will be given to those who lead righteously.

In chapter 3, God returns to describing their then-
present circumstances, specifically warning them through
word-pictures that their leadership, as bad as it was, would
worsen before it improved. Isaiah 3:1-7 describes this:

For behold, the LORD, the LORD of hosts, takes away
from Jerusalem and from Judah the stock and the store,
the whole supply of bread and the whole supply of
water; the mighty man and the man of war, the judge and
the prophet, and the diviner and the elder; the captain
of fifty and the honorable man, the counselor and the
skillful artisan, and the expert enchanter. I will give
children to be their princes, and babes shall rule over
them. The people will be oppressed, every one by
another and every one by his neighbor; the child will be
insolent toward the elder, and the base toward the
honorable. When a man takes hold of his brother in
the house of his father, saying, “You have clothing;
you be our ruler, and let these ruins be under your
hand.” In that day he will protest, saying, “I cannot cure
your ills, for in my house is neither food nor clothing; do
not make me a ruler of the people.”

This is a disturbing picture of the entire framework of
leadership and governance being turned upside down,
creating a fearsome, immoral chaos!

Then in Isaiah 3:12, God makes plain what has been a
root cause in creating their multitudinous problems: “As for
My people, children are their oppressors, and women rule
over them. O My people! Those who lead you cause you
to err, and destroy the way of your paths.”

Ezekiel Reports from Judah’s Captivity
Isaiah prophesied over a hundred years before Judah

fell to Babylonian armies in 605 BC as a result of the
people’s sins and their failure to heed Isaiah’s preaching
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and repent. Nebuchadnezzar then began deporting the
Jews as slaves to Babylon in a series of three relocations.
The first occurred immediately after the Babylonian vic-
tory, and in it went Daniel and his three friends.

Jeremiah and Ezekiel were both priests, but God, having
other plans for Jeremiah, did not allow him to be deported.
Ezekiel, however, was sent into captivity, probably among
those carried away in 597 BC, the second deportation. He
was installed in a prison camp on the River Chebar.

God began giving messages to Ezekiel a short time later.
The first was the dazzling, wheel-within-a-wheel vision of
divine glory that perhaps portrays God’s portable throne.
From there, his message consists of three sections. The
first section covers God’s judgment of Judah; the second
relates God’s judgments regarding the Gentiles; and the
third deals largely with the restoration of Israel following
its destruction in the end time. Chapter 34, which we will
consider regarding leadership, appears at the beginning of
the third section.

Ezekiel 34:1-10 charges the leadership of Judah with
these indictments:

And the word of the LORD came to me, saying, “Son
of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel,
prophesy and say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD to
the shepherds: “Woe to the shepherds of Israel who
feed themselves! Should not the shepherds feed the
flocks? You eat the fat and clothe yourselves with the
wool; you slaughter the fatlings, but you do not feed
the flock. The weak you have not strengthened, nor
have you healed those who were sick, nor bound up the
broken, nor brought back what was driven away, nor
sought what was lost; but with force and cruelty you
have ruled them. So they were scattered because there
was no shepherd; and they became food for all the
beasts of the field when they were scattered. My sheep
wandered through all the mountains, and on every high
hill; yes, My flock was scattered over the whole face of
the earth, and no one was seeking or searching for
them.” Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of
the LORD: “As I live,” says the Lord GOD, “surely
because My flock became a prey, and My flock became
food for every beast of the field, because there was no
shepherd, nor did My shepherds search for My flock,
but the shepherds fed themselves and did not feed My
flock”—therefore, O shepherds, hear the word of the
LORD! Thus says the Lord GOD: “Behold, I am against
the shepherds, and I will require My flock at their hand;
I will cause them to cease feeding the sheep, and the
shepherds shall feed themselves no more; for I will
deliver My flock from their mouths, that they may no
longer be food for them.”’”

God is identifying that, over the course of Israel’s
history, a chief cause of its despicable behavior and the

resulting cultural deterioration was an almost continuous
breakdown of leadership. He uses the term “shepherd” to
identify the source of the cause, but we need to consider it
in more detail because a shepherd is generally associated
with a person who leads sheep. We will see that the
figurative use of “sheep” is the focus in this context.

Who Are the Shepherds?
Recall that in Isaiah 1 God described Judah as “a people
laden with iniquity.” God personified the nation, describing
its breakdown as a diseased body: “From the sole of the
foot even to the head, there is no soundness in it” (Isaiah
1:6). The nation was corrupt and deceived from the lowli-
est citizen in the realm all the way to the highest, most
powerful governmental leader.

It is easy to assume that in Ezekiel 34 “shepherd” refers
only to Judah’s religious ministry. Jesus directly refers to
Himself in John 10:11 in such a way: “I am the good
shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep.”
However, minister is not the only occupation to which the
Bible applies the term. A clear and perhaps surprising
example appears in Isaiah 44:28, where God Himself calls
Cyrus, a Gentile king, “My shepherd.” In II Samuel 5:2,
David is commanded by God to “shepherd My people
Israel, and be ruler over Israel.”

A final example is also revealing about the responsibili-
ties of a shepherd. This episode in Numbers 27:15-19 took
place just before God set Joshua apart to take Moses’
place as Israel’s leader prior to entering the Promised Land:

Then Moses spoke to the LORD, saying: “Let the LORD,
the God of the spirits of all flesh, set a man over the
congregation, who may go out before them and go in
before them, who may lead them out and bring them
in, that the congregation of the LORD may not be like
sheep which have no shepherd.” And the LORD said
to Moses: “Take Joshua the son of Nun with you, a
man in whom is the Spirit, and lay your hand on him,
set him before Eleazar the priest and before all the
congregation and inaugurate him in their sight.”

Shepherds of literal sheep were providers, guides, pro-
tectors, and their constant companions. Thus, they were
figures of authority and leadership to the animals under
their care. So close is the connection between shepherd
and sheep that, to this day, separate flocks can mingle day
or night at a well, and a shepherd has only to call his sheep,
and they will separate themselves to gather to him. In
Genesis 31:38-40, Jacob witnesses to the closeness of a
shepherd to his flock, as does Jesus in John 10:5.

The Bible uses the term “shepherd” in Ezekiel 34 to
designate anyone responsible for giving guidance to a commu-
nity. In today’s language, in a national sense “shepherds”
includes the president or prime minister or royalty, for that

(continued on page 13)
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Are Humans Good or Evil?

“Be ready always to give an answer . . .” I Peter 3:15

English writer G.K. Chesterton, known for his wit as well as his insight, once
wrote, “The word ‘good’ has many meanings. For example, if a man were to

shoot his grandmother at a range of five hundred yards, I should call him a good shot,
but not necessarily a good man.”

His words strike at the heart of a question theologians, philosophers, artists, and
many others have debated for millennia: Are people good or evil? Is man’s nature on
the side of the angels or the demons? Are we beings of light or darkness? Why do
otherwise good people do evil things?

People are split on the subject. A few years ago, Debate.org, a website devoted
to arguing such questions and polling the public on them, asked, “Is human nature
good or evil?” Their results, which are not scientific, show 49% of respondents
answering that it is good and 51% saying that it is evil.

Some Christian churches teach a doctrine of total depravity. Theopedia defines this
doctrine in this way: “. . . as a consequence of the Fall of man, every person born into
the world is morally corrupt, enslaved to sin and is, apart from the grace of God,
utterly unable to choose to follow God or choose to turn to Christ in faith for salvation.”

This belief does not mean that humankind is utterly evil, that is, that people are
totally incapable of good. It means that, while not all of human nature is depraved,
all human nature is totally affected by depravity. Even the goodness that we do, then,
is tainted by our sinful nature. This agrees with God’s description of the tree from
which Adam and Eve partook in Genesis 3: It was a tree that allowed them to know
good and evil (Genesis 2:17; 3:22). Human goodness is insufficient to satisfy the
righteous requirements of God.

It is somewhat surprising that more people, especially Christians, do not know the
basic nature of mankind. It should be evident from the lives of men and women
throughout history. For Christians, who should know their Bibles, a cursory survey
of Scripture brings out many plain statements that show what God thinks of human
nature. No philosophizing or critical thinking, even by the greatest of human minds,
will change God’s view into something else.

“They have all turned aside; they have together become unprofitable; there is
none who does good, no, not one.”

—Romans 3:12

Ready Answer
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God Sets the Record Straight
In Genesis 6:5, God describes the state of humankind in
stark terms: “Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of
man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.” His
response was to send the Flood to wipe mankind almost
completely from the planet. He would start again with
Noah’s family, his sons and their wives.

Immediately after the waters receded and the ark was
emptied, Noah makes a sacrifice to God for their deliver-
ance. “And the LORD smelled a soothing aroma. Then the
LORD said in His heart, ‘I will never again curse the ground
for man’s sake, although the imagination of man’s heart is
evil from his youth’” (Genesis 8:21). Did the Flood change
anything? Millions of people died, billions of animals died,
uncounted trees and other plants died. But the human heart
did not change; it remains “evil from his youth.”

It did not change after God gave His people the covenant
and His commandments. While they were still in the
wilderness, He commanded them to wear tassels with a blue
thread on their garments. The tassels were to hang down
below any other garment so they would always be in sight.
Why did He require this? He explains in Numbers 15:39:

And you shall have the tassel, that you may look upon
it and remember all the commandments of the LORD and
do them, and that you may not follow the harlotry to
which your own heart and your own eyes are inclined.

“Harlotry” here is a metaphor for idolatry. Their hearts
and their eyes were inclined to worship something other
than God, just as every other human being has tended to do.

The Psalms contain direct and unambiguous statements
on what man’s nature is really like. The first one, from
Psalm 14:1-3, Paul quotes in Romans 3:10-12:

The fool has said in his heart, “There is no God.”
They are corrupt, they have done abominable works,
there is none who does good. The LORD looks down
from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there
are any who understand, who seek God. They have
all turned aside, they have together become corrupt;
there is none who does good, no, not one.

We are all corrupt. No one—“not one”!—is good. The
only thing that saves us is the blood of Christ. So Paul, in
Romans 3:23, concludes: “For all have sinned and fall short
of the glory of God.” This is just another way of saying that
man’s nature is “only evil continually.”

The second statement from Psalms, which appears in
David’s prayer of repentance, is an interesting one: “Be-
hold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin my mother
conceived me” (Psalm 51:5). Those who believe in original
sin believe that David is saying that he was born a sinful

person. However, that is a misinterpretation.
The truth is a bit simpler. He means that he was born

into a sinful world, and even his mother, whom he probably
loved more than anyone else other than God, was a sinner.
Put in other words, his mother was a sinner when he was
conceived, and when he was born, the world was full of sin.
Sin and sinful people had surrounded him his whole life. A
baby is born a fairly blank slate, certainly having done no
sin, but the influence of sinners along with his fleshly nature
invariably get the better of him, and before long, he sins. In
his way, David is telling God, “With all the sin around me,
it’s not surprising that I sinned too.”

In the next verse, he declares that God “desires truth in
the inward parts” (Psalm 51:6). In other words, He wants
people to change their natures, which only He can help us
to do, as the last half of the verse explains: “And in the
hidden part You will make me to know wisdom.” David is
essentially repeating what God said in Genesis 8:23, “. . .
man’s heart is evil from his youth.” But he wanted his
nature changed from evil to good, from dirty to clean, from
lies to truth. Only repentance and a renewed relationship
with God would enable that to occur. And, truth be told, it
will never be completely changed until the resurrection
from the dead.

More Old Testament Assertions
Other Old Testament wisdom and prophecy books concur
with the earlier statements about human nature. In fact, the
entire Bible speaks with a single voice on the matter. It is
impossible to brush aside the reality of sin and the tendency
of all people toward selfishness and self-interest.

Proverbs 14:12—“There is a way that seems right to a
man, but its end is the way of death”—may at first not
seem to be relevant. Solomon is telling us that even the
deeds we think are right are sinful, for if they were not
sinful, they would not end in death. Death is the result of
sin (Romans 6:23). So even the “good” things that we do
without God are ultimately sinful because they arise from
a corrupted nature.

In Ecclesiastes, Solomon makes another statement to
back this up: “For there is not a just man on earth who does
good and does not sin” (Ecclesiastes 7:20). Notice that he
is speaking of “a just man,” not an evil man or a corrupt man.
The best citizens among us, those we raise to judgeships and
listen to in church, have their own sins, and even in their
doing of good, they cannot keep out the taint of sin.

The Preacher doubles down in Ecclesiastes 9:3: “This is
an evil in all that is done under the sun: that one thing
happens to all. Truly the hearts of the sons of men are full
of evil; madness is in their hearts while they live, and after
that they go to the dead.” People’s entire lives are full of
sin, evil, madness—and then they die. Not even good and
just men, as others think of them, are truly good and just.
Like all the other “sons of men,” their hearts are full of sin.

Isaiah 1:4-6 describes Israel at its most corrupt, but it is

Ready Answer
Are Humans Good or Evil?
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of disobedience, among whom also we all once
conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling
the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by
nature children of wrath, just as the others.

We were always influenced by Satan, the prince of the
power of the air. We all walked according to the sinful
course of the world. We all fulfilled our lusts. All of us were
children of wrath, that is, we were under judgment because
of sin. Our nature is corrupt to the core.

Finally, Peter writes: “For we have spent enough of our
past lifetime in doing the will of the Gentiles—when we
walked in licentiousness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries,
drinking parties, and abominable idolatries” (I Peter 4:3).
He could have named a hundred more sins, but the point
remains: We were all like the unconverted people in the
world. We were all cut off from God and living in sin, just like
all the rest of humanity from the time of Adam and Eve. There
have been no exceptions apart from Jesus Christ.

What Can Be Done?
It seems overwhelmingly clear that human nature, fash-
ioned by the influence of Satan, this world, and our innate
selfishness, is not good but evil. God lets us know many
times and from many different angles that this is the reality
of humanity. We are sinful creatures.

What can we do about this state of human nature? How
should we conduct ourselves, knowing that we, though God
has called us, still have this nature within us? Paul gives us
some advice in Titus 3:1-7:

Remind [the brethren] to be subject to rulers and
authorities, to obey, to be ready for every good work,
to speak evil of no one, to be peaceable, gentle,
showing all humility to all men. For we ourselves
were also once foolish, disobedient, deceived, serv-
ing various lusts and pleasures, living in malice and
envy, hateful and hating one another. But when the
kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man
appeared, not by works of righteousness which we
have done, but according to His mercy He saved us,
through the washing of regeneration and renewing of
the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us abundantly
through Jesus Christ our Savior, that having been
justified by His grace we should become heirs ac-
cording to the hope of eternal life.

By the grace of God, we have been given a rare and
wonderful opportunity to rise above the rest of humanity.
We are now heirs of God, possessors of the hope of eternal
life and of the knowledge of God’s purpose. We are, as
Jesus said, to be lights shining in the darkness of this evil
age. So, Paul says, it is our responsibility as God’s children
in this world to fight the evil human nature within us and
instead to display the nature of God in all of our actions—
toward the world and toward one another—as we prepare
for our ultimate work in His Kingdom.

—Richard T. Ritenbaugh

typical of all mankind:

Alas, sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a
brood of evildoers, children who are corrupters!
They have forsaken the LORD, they have provoked to
anger the Holy One of Israel, they have turned away
backward. Why should you be stricken again? You
will revolt more and more. The whole head is sick,
and the whole heart faints. From the sole of the foot
even to the head, there is no soundness in it, but
wounds and bruises and putrefying sores. . . .

God describes Israel as totally cancerous with sin—and
Israel had His revelation! If the Israelites, to whom God
had revealed Himself (Amos 3:2), were this corrupt, how
sinful is the rest of the world without God’s revelation?

Of course, we cannot exclude Jeremiah 17:9: “The
heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked;
who can know it?” Our hearts are unfathomably corrupt
and deceptive. Trying to feel good about ourselves, we lie
to ourselves about how selfish and self-serving we are. So
God asks, “Who can know it?” We do not recognize the
depths of our own sinfulness.

Proof from the New Testament
In Matthew 7:11, Jesus does not mince words: “If you then,
being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children,
how much more will your Father who is in heaven give
good things to those who ask Him!” He calls the people in
His audience—His own disciples (Matthew 5:1)—“evil.”
It cannot be any plainer—and from the mouth of our
Savior!

Mark 7:20-23 appears in a passage that many think He
spoke only to dispose of the law against eating unclean
meats, another misinterpretation. He was making a far
larger point concerning the nature of humanity:

What comes out of a man, that defiles a man. For
from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil
thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts,
covetousness, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, an
evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness. All these evil
things come from within and defile a man.

So, in the Judgment, we cannot say, “The Devil made
me do it” or “The world was so corrupt, I didn’t have a
chance.” Despite outside influences, each of us makes the
choice to sin or not. Our choices reveal what is in our
hearts, and too often we choose these wicked activities
and others beside. We cannot foist the blame onto others
because our sins come from within.

The apostle Paul explains the state of individuals before
conversion in Ephesians 2:1-3:

And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses
and sins, in which you once walked according to the
course of this world, according to the prince of the
power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons
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What Is the Second Death?

Even as that initial deception of mankind concerned
death, modern conceptions about death and the af-
terlife commonly contradict the Bible. Most profess-
ing Christians believe in an immortal soul that lives on
beyond death. They believe that if one professed
Christ then his soul goes to heaven, but if the dearly-
departed did not “get saved” before dying, then his
soul goes to an ever-burning hell to be tortured for
eternity. This belief, rooted in Gnosticism and even
further back in Egyptian and Babylonian mystery
religions, proclaims that death really is not death but
just part of a mystical journey.

What the Bible teaches is different. The Bible
shows that man does not have a soul, but that man is
a soul. Man has a spirit, and has a body, but only
when God breathed life into Adam did he become a
living soul (nephesh; Genesis 2:7, KJV). Moreover,
the Bible states clearly that the soul who sins will die
(Ezekiel 18:4, 20). It says that God alone has immor-
tality (I Timothy 6:16), unlike man who must seek it
because he does not have it (Romans 2:7). Scripture
asserts that “the wages of sin is death” (Romans
6:23). Death is not a shedding of the body and a
freeing of the soul, as is commonly held, but a
complete cessation of existence.

ANOTHER KIND OF DEATH IN SCRIPTURE
While the Bible speaks often of death, one death in
particular, the “second death,” mankind knows little
of. The phrase “second death” is found only in the
book of Revelation, the first time in the letter to the
church at Smyrna: “He who overcomes shall not be
hurt by the second death” (Revelation 2:11).

This verse does not tell us much about the second
death, only that the way to avoid it is to overcome
faithfully. Revelation 20:6 provides a little more de-
tail: “Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first
resurrection. Over such the second death has no power,
but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall
reign with Him a thousand years.”

Just as overcomers will not be hurt by the second
death, the same holds true for those who rise in the
first resurrection. Popular Christianity maintains that
the soul departs to its destination immediately after
death, but the Bible teaches that nothing happens until
or unless a resurrection occurs. In the grave there is no
thought, no consciousness, and unless God resurrects
someone by placing his spirit into another living body,
that is the end of the story (see Ecclesiastes 3:19-20;
9:2-5, 10; Psalm 146:4).

The first resurrection, one to immortality for those
in Christ (see I Corinthians 15:50-54; I Thessalonians
4:13-17), occurs at His return. It is also the “better
resurrection” for which the heroes of faith qualified
because they did not accept deliverance (Hebrews
11:35). Those in the first resurrection are raised with
incorruptible, spirit bodies. These saints have been
given immortality by God—there is no longer any
fear of death; it is swallowed up in victory.

A third reference to the second death appears in
Revelation 20:12–15:

And I saw the dead, small and great, standing
before God, and books were opened. And an-
other book was opened, which is the Book of
Life. And the dead were judged according to
their works, by the things which were written in
the books. The sea gave up the dead who were
in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead

Prophecy Watch

In the Garden of Eden, the serpent told
Eve that she could disobey God, and
she would not die.
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who were in them. And they were judged, each one
according to his works. Then Death and Hades were
cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. And
anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast
into the lake of fire.

John equates the second death with the Lake of Fire, the
final judgment of the incorrigibly wicked, those whose
names are not found in the Book of Life. While these events
occur after the Millennium, the Lake of Fire is also shown
to exist before the Millennium (Revelation 19:20). Whether
this means the Lake of Fire exists throughout the Millen-
nium—perhaps as a vivid reminder of God’s judgment—or
it is manifested only at the endpoints is not clear.

BLOTTED OUT OF THE BOOK
The Book of Life, mentioned twice in this passage, is

first used in Exodus 32:32-33 where Moses beseeches
God to forgive Israel after the Golden Calf incident: “Yet
now, if You will forgive their sin—but if not, I pray, blot me
out of Your book which You have written.” The Lord
responded, “Whoever has sinned against Me, I will blot
him out of My book.”

In Psalm 69:28, David pleads for God’s help regarding
his enemies: “Let them be blotted out of the book of the living,
and not be written with the righteous.” He may have been
referring to this same book when he wrote, “And in Your
book they all were written, the days fashioned for me,
when as yet there were none of them” (Psalm 139:16).

In a scene reminiscent of Revelation 20:12-14, Daniel
describes the future judgment of the Beast with books
being opened, and the Beast being thrown into flames
(Daniel 7:10-11). In another prophecy of the same general
time, Daniel 12:1-2 records:

At that time Michael shall stand up, the great prince
who stands watch over the sons of your people; and
there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was
since there was a nation, even to that time. And at
that time your people shall be delivered, every one
who is found written in the book. And many of
those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake,
some to everlasting life, some to shame and everlast-
ing contempt. (Emphasis ours throughout.)

In Philippians 4:3, Paul urges the Philippian congrega-
tion to “help these women who labored with me in the
gospel, with Clement also, and the rest of my fellow
workers, whose names are in the Book of Life.”

In the letter to the church at Sardis, Jesus promises that
those who overcome will not have their names blotted out
from the Book of Life (Revelation 3:5). Revelation 13:8
and 17:8 show that those who are not written in the Book
of Life will be deceived and influenced by the end-time
Beast. Being written in the Book of Life grants entrance
into the New Jerusalem (Revelation 21:27), while “tak[ing]
away from the words of the book of this prophecy” will
result in God “tak[ing] away his part from the Book of Life,

from the holy city, and from the things which are written in
this book” (Revelation 22:19) Clearly, having our names in
this Book makes all the difference, both in the time of the
end and in our final judgment!

Finally, the second death appears in Revelation 21:7-8:

He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will
be his God and he shall be My son. But the cowardly,
unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral,
sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part
in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which
is the second death.

As we saw in the letter to Smyrna and Revelation 20, those
who overcome, whose names are written in the Book of
Life, will not take part in the Lake of Fire, showing that
overcoming is crucial to avoiding the second death.

Revelation 21:8 lists various classifications of sinners
who will die in the Lake of Fire. This does not indicate,
though, that if a person has committed one of these sins that
he is automatically doomed. Nor does it mean that people
are free to commit sins that are not listed here and be safe
from the second death.

Instead, these verses describe two broad groupings of
people: Those who are in union with God and those who are
against Him. Those in union will have overcome throughout
their lives, while those against will manifest their resistance
through the sins mentioned here.

THE BIBLE’S VIEW OF DEATH
Given the gravity of the second death, it may seem odd that
it is not mentioned more often. However, as a theme, it
winds throughout the Bible, starting in Genesis 2 with
God’s warning not to eat of the Tree of Knowledge. It is
always lingering in the background. But to see this, we
need to understand how the Bible uses the term “death.”

There is a physical application as well as a spiritual
implication, and it requires discernment to understand how
the word “death” is being used in a given context. The
physical application is simply the end of a human being’s
life, whether through age, disease, accident, or violence. The
breath of life leaves the person, consciousness ceases, and the
body begins to decay. This is the fate of all human beings.

But the Bible also uses death to describe the spiritual
state of people who are undoubtedly physically alive.
Notice Romans 5:12: “Therefore, just as through one man
sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death
spread to all men, because all sinned.”

The death that entered the world through Adam’s sin
was not physical death. Adam was a flesh-and-blood
human being, so his body was naturally subject to entropy.
The fact that he was created as flesh meant that, at some
point, his heart would stop, and the breath of life would
leave. Even if he had lived a sinless life, he still would have
died when his body ceased to function. Adam was never
immortal; he needed to eat of the Tree of Life to live
forever (Genesis 3:22). When Adam sinned, he immedi-
ately entered a state of spiritual—not physical—death,
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which contributed to the foundation of Satan’s deception
that life continues after sin.

As it remains today, Satan’s treachery was effective
and destructive because, like Adam, we typically live on—
physically—after sinning. While Adam’s physical death
was a foregone conclusion due to his being fleshly, it was
not the death that entered the world through his sin.
Instead, spiritual death entered the world at that point and
spread to all of his offspring. His sin destroyed the union
mankind had with God (see Isaiah 59:1-2), without which
there is no life. Accordingly, separated from God, mankind
has no future beyond physical death unless God acts. The
wages of sin is eternal death, and there will not be
everlasting life unless God gives it as a gift.

Later in the same context, Paul substitutes the word
“condemnation” for “death”:

And the gift is not like that which came through the
one who sinned. For the judgment which came from
one offense [Adam’s sin] resulted in condemna-
tion, but the free gift which came from many of-
fenses resulted in justification. . . . Therefore, as
through one man’s offense judgment came to all
men, resulting in condemnation, even so through
one Man’s righteous act the free gift came to all men,
resulting in justification of life. (Romans 5:16, 18)

Adam did not physically die in the instant he sinned, but
at that moment, he was brought under eternal condemna-
tion. This is why Jesus said things like “let the dead bury
their own dead” (Matthew 8:22; Luke 9:60). Those who
had not been called into a relationship with God were living
in a state of death—condemnation—despite going about
the normal activities of life. These people were devoid of
spiritual life; they were the spiritual “walking dead.”

ETERNAL LIFE AND DEATH
A major reason for Christ’s incarnation was so that
mankind could be redeemed from this state of death—
condemnation—and given an opportunity for eternal life.
Thus, He says, “If anyone keeps My word he shall never
see death” (John 8:51). The Jews did not grasp His
meaning: Those who keep His Word will never see eter-
nal death; they will not lose the eternal life that comes
from knowing the Father and Christ (John 17:3) following
the Father’s call (John 6:44, 65). However, He implies that
those who have His Word and do not keep it will return to
a state of condemnation.

This can be seen more clearly in a section of John 5:
“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and
believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall
not come into judgment, but has passed from death into
life” (John 5:24). Hearing Christ’s word and believing
in God are not as simple as they appear; a single action or
decision is not all it takes for these verses to apply. Even

so, Jesus shows that the way is open now for some to avoid
that eternal judgment of death and to pass from the state
of spiritual death into spiritual life.

Passing from death into eternal life is a result of the
relationship that God draws us into. A person who has
been called by God, who responds by hearing Christ’s
word (in the sense of obedience), and begins to live a life
of trust in God, is one who is now spiritually alive. If he
remains in that state of spiritual life until the end, he will be
in the first resurrection and given immortality.

Jesus’ teaching continues:

Most assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and
now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son
of God; and those who hear will live. . . . Do not
marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who
are in the graves will hear His voice and come
forth—those who have done good, to the resurrec-
tion of life, and those who have done evil, to the
resurrection of condemnation. (John 5:25, 28-29)

“The hour is coming, and now is” means that from the
time of His preaching forward, some of the spiritually dead
would hear His voice, respond to Him, and begin living
spiritually. In that case, the dead He is talking about are the
spiritually dead of mankind.

But then the focus changes in verse 28 to the future:
“The hour is coming.” A time will come when all who are
in their graves will hear His voice and rise in a resurrection.
“All who are in the graves” refers to those who have
physically died. God, in His mercy, will resurrect each
person at some point, “each one in his own order” (I
Corinthians 15:23).

The fact that death is not the end is a major change from
where things stood after Adam’s sin. Each person will
have the opportunity to live life spiritually, in union with
God, because He “is not willing that any should perish but
that all should come to repentance” (II Peter 3:9). He will,
then, give everyone a chance to repent, to come out of his
or her spiritual death, and to experience a life of reconcili-
ation with Him. That opportunity could happen in this age,
or it could happen in the resurrection to physical life that
takes place after the Millennium (see Revelation 20:5).

THOSE WHO REMAIN IN OPPOSITION
Those who live their lives in union with God in this age will
take part in the resurrection to eternal life. However, those
who have tasted what God offers and rejected it—those
who have done evil—will be resurrected to face their
Judge, and then they will be cast into the Lake of Fire and
die the second death. Hebrews 6:4-6 explains this:

For it is impossible for those who were once enlight-
ened, and have tasted the heavenly gift, and have
become partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have tasted

Prophecy Watch
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matter. It also includes representatives in the legislature
and court justices all the way down to the local level. In
addition, besides governmental functions, in principal it also
includes leaders of corporations and in education, most
especially in universities that exist to train the next genera-
tion of community leaders. We must not forget the leader-
ship provided by entertainers and media figures. In other
words, “shepherd” broadly includes anybody who should be
providing righteous leadership over others.

The Most Important Human Leaders
Then comes what might be the most important shepherding
category of all, because they are closest to us and have the
most meaningful relationship with us—parents. A note-
worthy example regarding the impact of parental leadership
is that of Adam and Eve. The Bible provides no specific
instances of why things turned out as they did, but it is clear
that Adam and Eve did not follow through on God’s teaching

as well as they could have. In the first generation after their
sin, they played their roles in producing a murderer.

We have no firm idea as to when in Cain’s and Abel’s
lives the murder took place. Were they in their twenties or
thirties? Perhaps in their fifties? Considering how long
people lived in that age, they may have been hundreds of
years old. There are no absolute clues, but we can guess.

In the byplay that takes place after God banishes Cain
to the east of Eden to be a vagabond and fugitive, Cain
expresses his fear that others would find and kill him. God
mercifully places a mark on him to identify him as one
others should not harm. Where did those others come
from? Clearly, they were also descendants of Adam and
Eve, establishing that enough time had passed that commu-
nities of people were being founded. This means that
Cain’s and Abel’s ages may have been considerably older
than we may have assumed.

We find a distinct answer on Adam and Eve’s
shepherding of Cain when we combine two principles from

Personal
Leadership and Covenants

(continued from page 6)

the good word of God and the powers of the age to
come, if they fall away, to renew them again to
repentance, since they crucify again for themselves
the Son of God, and put Him to an open shame.

Verse 8 then relates that the fate of such people is to be
burned. They will have died once already, yet that first
death will not satisfy the penalty for sin. Death by old age,
disease, accident, or violence (including suicide) does not
pay the death penalty for sin. Only a life taken in judgment
for sin satisfies the debt.

Christ’s sacrifice is one such payment. However, if an
individual will not allow Christ’s blood to pay that debt, the
only recourse is for his life to be taken in payment for his
sin. If he is determined to live in opposition to God,
unconcerned about obeying God’s commands, that person
would be miserable living forever anyway. He will not be
given the gift of eternal life in a state of mental or physical
torment.

Instead, John 5:29 speaks of a “resurrection of condem-
nation.” Paul says there will be “a resurrection of the dead,
both of the just and the unjust” (Acts 24:15). Similarly,
Daniel 12:2 mentions those who “shall awake . . . to shame
and everlasting contempt.” Anyone remaining in such
opposition to God will be resurrected to physical life,
judgment will be passed, his body will be burned in payment
of his debt, and he will cease to exist. If he is even
remembered, the memory will be contemptible.

This is why the second death continues as a theme
throughout Scripture, always in the background but rarely
mentioned. It is the final event for those who choose to
remain in opposition to God after being given the opportu-
nity to know Him. Paul describes this in Hebrews 10:26-
27: “For if we sin willfully after we have received the

knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice
for sins, but a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and
fiery indignation which will devour the adversaries.”

We who are in Christ have eternal life. We will still
undergo a physical death, but eternal life is ours—and ours
to lose. When we survey the warnings given in the New
Testament, they are largely not about a sudden, dramatic
turn away from God. Rather, they are about smaller
things—little decisions of death that require time to bear
evil fruit.

So there are warnings about false teachers, who will,
over time, damage the faith on which we stand. The
writers warn about deception, the cares of this life, and the
enticements of this world. They caution us about growing
weary and apathetic and neglecting this great salvation.
They admonish us against letting the wrong attitudes take
root. The dangers are subtle and incremental, but each one
has the potential to lead us slowly away from God.

While any one thing may not seem critical today, the
problem is what is produced tomorrow—which we often
cannot foresee. Carelessness takes us to where our hearts
no longer care about overcoming, and we become hostile
toward God and the things of God. It opens us to the same
lie that Eve fell for: that we can do as we please and
continue living. The fact is, though, the spiritually dead do
not know they are dead—they believe they are alive.

It is unlikely that anyone sets out to choose the second
death. Instead, it is chosen incrementally, with all the little
choices over time creating a character that is set and
unchangeable. That character will either be intent on
overcoming, on hearing Christ’s voice, and on trusting in
God, or set in opposition to God and His law (Romans 8:7)
and thus rejecting life. The choice is ours.

—David C. Grabbe
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Scripture. God says in Ezekiel 18:20: “The soul that sins
shall die. The son shall not bear the guilt of the father, nor
the father bear the guilt of the son. The righteousness of
the righteous shall be upon himself, and the wickedness of
the wicked shall be upon himself.” To this we add the
apostle John’s statement in I John 3:11-12: “For this is the
message that you heard from the beginning, that we should
love one another, not as Cain who was of the wicked one
and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him?
Because his works were evil and his brother’s righteous.”

God’s judgment in Genesis 4 does not lay the greatest
weight of blame on Cain’s first guides and leaders, Adam
and Eve. John shows Cain to have been a disciple of
Satan. Everyone who sins bears in himself the greatest
burden of guilt. There is no doubt that people become
enslaved to sinful thinking, but no one can excuse himself
from a huge measure of blame.

Righteousness and sin are serious responsibilities; in
the end there is no dodging the burden. Every human being
has had less-than-perfect family, church, neighborhood,
school, and work associations, having been given some
measure of guidance through them. But God’s Word is
clear: God’s judgment is fair, and each person is judged
individually on the basis of his own record.

The importance of early, godly leadership from parents
is highlighted by God’s statement in Genesis 18:16-19
regarding His choice of Abraham as father of the faithful:

Then the men rose from there and looked toward
Sodom, and Abraham went with them to send them
on the way. And the LORD said, “Shall I hide from
Abraham what I am doing, since Abraham shall surely
become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations
of the earth shall be blessed in him? For I have known
him, in order that he may command his children and
his household after him, that they keep the way of the
LORD, to do righteousness and justice, that the LORD may
bring to Abraham what He has spoken to him.”

What He says encompasses far more than early childhood
training from parents, but it is included within its scope. It
is vital that the “twig” be bent in the correct direction
before the age of accountability arrives so that the child is
prepared to recognize and resist the pressures of life from
Satan’s system. Thus, Proverbs 22:6 admonishes us with
sound counsel: “Train up a child in the way he should go,
and when he is old he will not depart from it.”

The parental responsibility to provide correct guidance
in leading their children is so important that God empha-
sizes it in Deuteronomy 6 immediately after Moses re-
counts the giving of the Ten Commandments and the
formal ratification of what we know as the Old Covenant:

Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one!
You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart,

with all your soul, and with all your strength. And
these words which I command you today shall be in
your heart; you shall teach them diligently to your
children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your
house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down,
and when you rise up. You shall bind them as a sign on
your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your
eyes. You shall write them on the doorposts of your
house and on your gates. (Deuteronomy 6:4-9)

Child training in the way of God is correct parental
leadership. This passage establishes that God holds it to be
a major responsibility not to be passed off to anyone else.
To do this, the parents must practice the way of God to the
best of their abilities in every aspect of life. In this way, the
children are not only verbally taught God’s way, but also
witness it in action right in their own home. This is not
happening in this nation, providing powerful evidence to all
who believe God as to why it is crumbling from within.
Godly leadership is produced within families practicing
godly ways.

Most people are unaware that the word “leadership”
does not appear even one time in Strong’s Exhaustive
Concordance of the Bible. “Leader” appears only three
times, and all forms of “lead” appear only 81 times. There
is a good reason for this: The focus of God’s persuasion to
live His way of life is on following it. The terms “follow,”
“followed,” “follows,” “followers,” and “following” com-
bined appear 258 times—three times more than all forms
of “lead” combined. We are frequently urged to follow
Christ, the way of God, or the examples of the righteous.
We are also urged to imitate the apostle Paul and Christ (I
Corinthians 11:1), another form of following.

What is most important about leadership is that leaders
are in reality followers. They follow either some person
who has set a pattern that brought him success or some
way of doing things to achieve success in some endeavor,
whether in business, athletics, scholastics, or a way of life
that brings growth—and perhaps brings God glory.

This is God’s concern. Christianity is a way of life that
God greatly desires us to follow. In Acts 16:17, it is called
“the way of salvation”; in Acts 18:25, “the way of the
Lord”; in Acts 19:9, it is simply called “the Way.” Jesus
was the greatest leader who ever lived, never sinning even
one time, yet He declares in John 7:16, “My doctrine is not
mine, but His who sent Me.” Jesus led. He was in fact the
very pinnacle of leadership because He followed the way
of God perfectly.

God willing, more will follow on this aspect of leadership.
In Christian love,

Personal
Leadership and Covenants
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Anything Goes
Part Two: Transparency for the Transgender Agenda

In the previous issue, we learned how the transgender
movement has made great progress in foisting its

frightening agenda on an intimidated and increasingly
compliant populace.

Corporate America, initially criticized for its sluggish
response to the movement, is now jumping in with both
feet, cashing in on the opportunity to be seen as modern,
progressive, and enlightened, as well as to avoid the inevi-
table legal hassles and costs associated with resistance.

In fact, in 2015, when the state of Indiana showed its
support for traditional religious conviction by passing the
Religious Freedom Restoration Act, it was met with surpris-
ing resistance from the likes of Apple, Ely Lily, NASCAR,
the NCAA, and GE. These household names, once respect-
ful of family values, brought enormous pressure to bear on
Governor Mike Pence to gut the bill’s original intent to protect
religious freedom and to change it instead to a bill promoting
LGBT rights. One particular CEO, Marc Benioff of
Salesforce.com, was quoted by CNN as saying:

CEOs have a lot of power and control over invest-
ments in states. And we want to invest in states
where there is equality. One thing you’re seeing is
there is a third political party in this country, which is
the party of the CEOs.

Nationally, a growing number of companies, including
nearly 40% of the Fortune 500, now provides transgender-
inclusive healthcare benefits. The federal government
requires its insurance carriers to cover transition-related
care for its employees, and the Pentagon is pressuring
reform of all armed-service transgender policies. Now
that many company websites promote their trans-friendly
compliance rating, the workplace “trans-formation” is
nearly complete.

The proponents of the transgender crowd have long since
learned that the way to society’s heart is through its children.
According to Peter Sprigg, Senior Fellow of the Family
Research Council, “If you are trying to change attitudes,
then it’s the attitudes of children that you want to change.”

Accordingly, the movement has targeted children as
young as six years old to indoctrinate with its shameful
agenda, encouraging kids to indulge in an array of bewil-
dering and disorienting fantasies regarding their gender.
The entertainment media, initially focusing on the adult
audience, has now turned its attention to our youth with
popular programs featuring “transitioning” pre-teens.

Public education, mainstream churches, along with
youth organizations like the Boy and Girl Scouts, are under
constant assault to eliminate all gender barriers and norms

with regard to attendance, membership, dress codes, and
bathroom use. In Illinois, the Federal government has
ordered a school district to grant a teenage boy in transition
full access to girl’s locker rooms, bathrooms, and showers,
with only token concern or provision for privacy. In
Colorado, the parents of a six-year-old transgender girl are
suing their school district for trying to make her use a
separate bathroom. Recently, “Christian” or “faith-based”
transgender youth camps have become all the rage.

Every major reform movement has its own nomencla-
ture. Changing how a society thinks requires changing how
it speaks. The trans movement is focusing not only on
personal name changes (like Bruce to Caitlyn), but is also
working to eliminate all pronouns that reference a specific
sex. Words like “he,” “she,” “him,” and “her” are being
replaced with gender-neutral “words” like “ze,” “xe,”
“hir,” and “zir,” among many others.

The new guidelines of the New York City Commission on
Human Rights Law, in support of this verbal assault, contain
the following definition for “Gender-based harassment”:

Intentional or repeated refusal to use an individual’s
preferred name, pronoun, or title, e.g., repeatedly calling
a transgender woman “him” or “Mr.” after she has
made clear which pronouns and title she uses.

Refusal to use an individual’s preferred name, pro-
noun, or title because they do not conform to gender
stereotypes, e.g., calling a woman “Mr.” because
her appearance is aligned with traditional gender-
based stereotypes of masculinity.

The LGBT movement, through its divisive, satanic
agenda, has its sights set on the destruction of the church
(Revelation 12) and its support of the God-defined family.
With today’s embattled, mainstream churches so weak-
ened, the transgendered have few barriers left in the
pursuit of their sad, evil desires (Romans 1:24–32).

The church, along with the God-fearing, Christian fam-
ily—one male dad, one female mom, and children who
recognize their gender biologically—are virtually the only
remaining institutions that promote the preservation of
morality and sanity. Destroy the church and the fountain-
head of stigma and shame traditionally attached to the
transgender lifestyle is eliminated (Jeremiah 6:15). De-
stroy the family and the remaining barriers to all sinful
activity will ultimately fade away—and soon, anything
goes (Judges 21:25)!

—Joseph Baity



Jesus’ miracle involving the fig tree (Matthew 21:18-22; Mark 11:12-14, 20-24) is the only one in which He brings
judgment by a miracle. All the other miracles are acts of goodness and mercy. This miracle, which can also be

classified as a parable, is recorded in more detail in Mark than in Matthew. Mark’s chronology is also more
detailed, showing its correlation with other events, clarifying, for instance, that this miracle and the cleansing of

the Temple took place within two days.
Having gone through several days of conflict and tension, Jesus now needed to find a place of love, gratitude, and

peace to rest and meditate on soon-coming events. He found it with His friends in Bethany. This setting
contrasted markedly to Satan’s world, designed to be hectic with its constant pressure to keep people from

thinking deeply about anything of true value. Satan knows that if he can make us busy, it is easier to make us sin.

The Miracles of Jesus Christ

Bible Study

1. What does Jesus’ self-restraint in this miracle teach us?
Matthew 21:21-22; Mark 11:22-24.
COMMENT: This miracle reveals Christ’s divine and human
natures. As God, He withered the tree in judgment. As Man,
He needed the sleep His friends’ home in Bethany provided as
well as the tree’s food to sustain Him, as “He was hungry.”
Although He could have satisfied His hunger with a miracle,
He showed self-restraint in the use of His supernatural power
to teach a valuable lesson to His disciples. He would not use
it to provide for His personal wants or for those of His disciples.
Nor would He work a miracle just to impress others. He would
not do so to increase His earthly influence or power or to
terrorize people into accepting His teaching. If a need could be
fulfilled by human effort, or if lessons would be useful, Jesus
would do no miracle.

Self-restraint requires faith. Jesus used this event to teach
His disciples a lesson in faith because, if they had genuine faith
in God, they would not only be able to affect nature miracu-
lously as Jesus did with the tree, but also move mountains
(Matthew 17:20). If they truly believed and asked according to
God’s will, they would receive whatever they prayed for.
2. What does the fig tree represent? Matthew 21:19; Mark
11:13.
COMMENT: The fig tree was deceptive due to its leaves.
Normally, a leafy fig tree would be pleasing, since a fig tree
in leaf indicates that it has ripe fruit. However, this tree had
no fruit. The first figs normally begin to appear before the
leaves, but as the foliage increases, the fruit ripens. Since
the leaves could be seen from “afar off,” it was misleading
because it had not borne any fruit.

It is true, as Mark says, that “the time of the figs was not
yet,” but that only meant that the normal time for figs had
not yet come. The fig tree appeared to be producing ahead
of schedule, giving the appearance of doing something it
was not. The tree represents a hypocrite, who gives the
appearance of being something he is not. This hypocrisy
was the condition of the religious leaders of Jesus’ day, and
it is also the condition of many today.
3. How were the Jewish religious leaders hypocritical?
COMMENT: The Jewish leaders professed to have what no other
people had, a relationship with God, but were in reality shallow,

simple, and phony; there was plenty of outward show but no
real conviction. They lacked truth, righteousness, and good-
will. And though they professed a great desire for the Messiah,
they rejected Christ when He came to them. Hypocrisy was their
dominant characteristic when it came to spiritual matters.

The arrogant priests, scribes, and elders, along with their
elaborate rituals of the Temple, were all just leaves on a
fruitless tree. Their heart was still malicious within, and true
devotion for God and His truth was absent. Shortly before
His crucifixion, Christ repeatedly called the religious leaders
“hypocrites” (Matthew 23:13-15, 23, 25, 27, 29), saying, “All
their works they do to be seen by men” (Matthew 23:5). Like
the fig tree, they liked to stand in conspicuous places, and
also like the fig tree, they had leaves but no fruit.

On another occasion Christ quotes Isaiah in condemna-
tion of the Israelite religious leaders: “Hypocrites! Well did
Isaiah prophesy about you, saying: ‘These people draw
near to Me with their mouth, and honor Me with their lips,
but their heart is far from Me’” (Matthew 15:7-8; Isaiah
29:13). Speaking to Ezekiel, God describes the hypocrisy of
the Israelites then:

So they come to you as people do, they sit before you as
My people, and they hear your words, but they do not
do them; for with their mouth they show much love, but
their hearts pursue their own gain. . . . [T]hey hear your
words, but they do not do them.” (Ezekiel 33:31-32)

Mainstream Christianity is in the same hypocritical con-
dition today. Like the fig tree, they are nothing but leaves
waving in the breeze. Many church services are strong on
show and weak on substance. The emptier a church is
spiritually, the phonier their outward appearance will be.

Jesus’ actions here have symbolic importance, signifying
the hypocrisy of those who appear to be bearing fruit but in fact
are not. The person who lives a hypocritical life will someday
discover that he has deceived himself worse than he has
deceived others. If we cheat others, our judgment from God may
be to have others cheat us. “It is a fearful thing to fall into the
hands of the living God” (Hebrews 10:31).

—Martin G. Collins

•  •  •  •  •  •  •

The Withering of a Fig Tree


