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Personal

J[rom John W, Ritenl:auglz

Why Hebrews Was Written

Part One

e have reached the point in our progress

through the covenants God has made
with those He has sanctified for His purposes
where it becomes helpful to study significant
portions of the epistle to the Hebrews to
better understand Christ’ sand our partsinthe
New Covenant. In each covenant since He
created Adam and Eve, God has been adding
depth to our understanding, not merely of
mankind’s destructive history, but far more
importantly, of God’s character, giving us a
better vision of the leadership qualitiesHe aims
to create in us.

In all of the covenants, some responsibili-
ties are always the same—such as the re-
guirement to keep His commandments.
However, in each, there are also specific
objectivesfor dealingwith thetimesinwhich
those covenants were made, as well as spe-
cific responsibilities for which God is also
preparing us to fill after our resurrection to
eternal life. Therefore, each covenant is nec-
essary to refine our grasp of the realities of
God'’s creative purposes.

Wehavejust concluded along seriesexplain-
ing several detailed covenants God made with
people, primarily drawn from among Israel,

whom He sanctified. The New Covenant intro-
duces a significant addition to their number:
God begins adding Gentilesinto themix asHe
continues to form the church.

His overall intention regarding covenants
is to give His called ones specific direction
about what He desires of those within His
purpose and about living by faith. Thistruthis
essential to us because we are already on the
path toward completing His purpose in our
lives. Overall, He is not aiming for qualities
the world extols and rewards. He seeks to
continue devel oping personal |eadership quali-
ties of character and attitude in His image
that we are to use within family and local
community life.

As we begin this next series expounding
important aspects of the epistleto the Hebrews,
we need to recall a few basic points about
covenants, since much of the Bible' s history of
the outworking of God'’s creative purposes re-
volves around three covenants. Perhaps even
more important is that the content of Hebrews
and the New Covenant fit together hand in
glove. Three covenants impact on us more di-
rectly than any of the others: the covenant made
with Abraham; the covenant made with Israel at
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Mount Sinai, commonly called the Old Covenant;
and “abetter covenant” (Hebrews 7:22), made with
the elect, most often called the New Covenant.

Using the term’s most basic definition, a cov-
enant is nothing more than “a formal agreement
between parties to accomplish a goal together.”
Throughout the world, businesses commonly make
covenantsto state and guidethe specific obligations
of each party involved in its purpose.

Covenants are thus the primary way in which the
Bibleformally assignsresponsibilitiesintherel ation-
ships between God and His people. To a limited
extent, they also serveto guide humanity in general,
giving mankind a basic awareness of its obligations
to its Creator. For converted church members, hav-
ing clearly assigned and defined responsibilitieswithin
a covenant is a significant advantage. The cov-
enants leave us little doubt about our obligationsto
God and fellow man as we try to accomplish the
purpose for which we have been called and tasked
to achieve together.

Formal covenants may not have been necessary
if humanity would follow God by keeping His com-
mandments as He does! The most basic fact on this
subject is that no covenant with God excludes this
absolute obligation; covenants with God always
require that we keep His commandments. Despite
what many think, this unequivocally includes the
New Covenant!

“Behold, the days are coming,
says the Lord, when I will

malze a new covenant
with the house of Israel
and with the house of Judah L

JEREMIAH 31:31

However, even the very best of us fail to do
this as well as we should. Mankind as a whole has
plainly never shown thewillingnessto set such high
standards as God’'s covenants require. Only the
converted—those genuinely living by faith—will
set their minds to accomplish them. Making a
covenant with God is an exceptionally arduous
undertaking because, sincethe carnal mindisfixed
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on earthly aims, the converted person’s mind must
be set to achieve heavenly goals.

A second ever-present reality is that all cov-
enants made with God are between unequal parties.
God isthe sovereign Creator who initiates the cov-
enants, makesour obligationsclear, and penalizesus
when we break them. He is always the principal
party and alwaysactively involved. Thereisno such
thing asapersonindependently setting hisownways
and standards under one of God’ scovenants, includ-
ing the New Covenant.

Whenever we read the language of any of God' s
covenants, we receive the distinct impression it is
being conferred, almost imposed, on the sanctified.
Hisvoiceistranscendent; thereisno dickering. He
sets the obligations, and His promises and rewards
for obedience, though alwaysgenerous, alsorequire
earnest, faithful devotion. Why do the obligations
seem so demanding? Partly because we are making
the agreement with God. He is not afellow human,
which isintimidating. Dealing with Him by faith is
daunting because we cannot equivocate on any-
thing. He is always aware.

Directly connected to this fact is the almost
overwhel ming amazement that promptsustorealize
the serious purpose of this relationship. We have
literally become part of God’s personal Family.
Never forget that, though standards seem so incred-
ibly high on occasion, they are never unreasonable
and are alwayswithin what we can accomplish with
the help of Jesus Christ. God isvery sensitive about
losing any of us!

The New Covenant Is Not New
God saysin Jeremiah 31:31, 33-34:

Behold, the days are coming, says the Lorb,
when | will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and with the house of Judah. . . .
But thisisthecovenant that | will makewiththe
house of Israel after those days, saysthe Lorb;
I will put My law in the minds, and write it on
their hearts; and | will be their God and they
shall be My people. No more shall every man
teach his neighbor, and every man hisbrother,
saying, “Know the Lorp,” for they all shall
know Me, from the least of them to the
greatest of them, says the Lorp. For | will
forgive their iniquity, and their sin | will
remember no more.

Most people associate the New Covenant with
the New Testament, unaware that Scripture’s first



mention of the New Covenant isin the Old Testa-
ment. God reveals it as a prophecy of what will
happen far in the future from Jeremiah’s time.
Yet, the New Covenant was not truly “brand
new” eventhen; it wasnew only interms of being
publicly prophesied then. Regardless of when He
chose to announce it, the New Covenant reflects
God'’ sunchanging and eternal standards of judg-
ment and fulfilling His creative purposes, aswell
as His standards on how we should live.

Even in Jesus’ time, nothing changes about
God’s purpose. He is still reproducing Himself
and creating man in His image. How can He
changewhat Heis? Any changein Himself would
be damaging to His purpose, and God unmistakenly
proclaims, “I do not change” (Malachi 3:6). God
is Himself the model toward which we are being
transformed. When Jesus cameto live asahuman,
Hekept the law flawlessly, and so must we strive to
do likewise. The New Covenant does away with no
standards of godly behavior.

Heisawaysthefaithful God (Deuteronomy 7:9;
| Corinthians1:9; 10:13; 11 Corinthians1:18), atruth
we must always keep in mind. He is ever faithful to
the covenants He enacts and the purpose He contin-
ues to work out.

A Brief Overview
Hebrews 8:1-6 reads:

Now thisisthe main point of thethingswe are
saying: We have such a High Priest, who is
seated at the right hand of the throne of the
Majesty in the heavens, a Minister of the
sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the
Lord erected, and not man. For every high
priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sac-
rifices. Thereforeit is necessary that this One
also have something to offer. For if Hewereon
earth, Hewould not be apriest, sincethere are
priests who offer gifts according to the law;
who serve the copy and shadow of the heav-
enly things, as Moses was divinely instructed
when he was about to make the tabernacle. For
He said, “ See that you make all things accord-
ing to the pattern shown you on the mountain.”
But now He has obtained a more excellent
ministry, inasmuch asHeisalso Mediator of a
better covenant, which was established on
better promises.

The author directly states that this idea is the
primary reason for all he has written so far. Chris-

tianity isearth’ sonly religionthatisled by aspiritual
High Priest sitting at the right hand of the throne of
God in heaven. Within the material the author has
written are two major points:

First, the qualifications of thistowering Figure,
who holds such an important office, make Him
indispensableto the salvation of all God’ ssancti-
fied ones. I ndispensable? Absolutely! Jesustells
usHimself in John 15:5, “Without Me you can do

“Therefore lznow tllat tlle Lor(l
your God, He is God,
the faithful God

who keeps covenant and mercy
for a thousand generations with
those who love Him and lzeep

His commandments.”

DEUTERONOMY 7:9

nothing” in terms of producing fruit that glorifies
God. He has much to offer. The epistle to the
Hebrews identifies these qualities.

The second major reason is not named here.
Some may consider it unimportant in comparisonto
thefirst. However, God, who knows precisely where
Hiscreationisheaded and who sovereignly controls
its direction and speed of advancement, never in-
tended the Old Covenant to last forever.

Remember, God Himself publicly introduced
the New Covenant six centuries before the writ-
ing of the book of Hebrews. Its introduction
within the flow of the history of the church and
the world began to force key cultural changes to
take place within Judea especially, but also in
majority Gentile areas of the Middle East. Many
Jews were being converted. Within the church
itself, both the leadership and membership were
asking many questionsabout what they needed to do
to adjust to this new way of life. Those converts
required direction from on high to secure themin
living by faith in Jesus Christ.

Thetransition from Judaism to Christianity fol-
lowing Christ’s crucifixion and resurrection and
the church’ s receipt of the Holy Spirit—all inthe
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early Ap 30s—needed purposeful instruction from
heaven to confirmto the church thedirection that
Christ wanted the daily, spiritual operations of
Christianity to proceed. Just asthebook of Leviticus
contains detailed instruction for daily functions
under the Old Covenant, so similar education was
necessary under the New Covenant because of
what God was working in the church—and is still
workingtoday.

ATragic Misunderstanding

The epistle to the Hebrews contains such instruc-
tion, enabling those who have entered the New
Covenant with God to make the necessary adjust-
ments to maintain their lives by faith and grow
spiritually. In this way, they can glorify God by

“If anyone comes to Me
and does not hate his
father and mother,

wife and children,

brothers and sisters,
yes, and his own life also,

he cannot be My disciple.”

LUKE 14:27

maintaining their relationship with Christ while
preparing for the Kingdom of God.

Many hold the mistaken belief that the New
Covenant transforms living by faith and glorifying
God into a far easier task than under the Old
Covenant. “Easier” isan erroneousdescriptor. Even
though aconvertisforgiven of past sinsandreceives
wonderful giftsfrom God, including theHoly Spirit,
the New Covenant also requires him or her to
become a living sacrifice. Sacrificing one’s life in
humble submission to God is not easy, as the New
Testament attests. Jesus lists some requirementsin
Lukel4:25-27:

Now great multitudes went with Him. And He
turned and said to them, “If anyone comes to
Me and does not hate his father and mother,

NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2017

wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes,
and hisownlifealso, hecannot be My disciple.
Andwhoever does not bear hiscrossand come
after Me cannot be My disciple.”

Almost all who call themselves Christian today
hold the opinion that, through the New Covenant,
God hasmade salvation much easier to obtain. The
central pillar intheir belief seemsto be that since
Jesus kept the laws perfectly, and since He paid
for the forgiveness of our sins through His sacri-
fice, when one accepts Him as Savior, the
convert’ sobligation to meet the New Covenant’s
demands is somehow magically reduced or even
eliminated. Peoplecarelessly say, “ Jesusdidit all
for me.”

Inplainlanguage, ahigh percentage of professing
Christians accept as true that God's law is essen-
tially done away. They believe that Jesus kept it
for us. Whilethat idea contains truth, it has been
twisted into a misleading concept: that we need
not be as concerned about keeping it asthosewho
lived under the Old Covenant. Nothing could be
further from the truth! Why? Our willing, de-
voted, and careful participation in keeping His
law is absolutely necessary to be created in God's
image!

For example, Exodus 30:1-10, 34-38 contains
detailed instruction on the maintenance and use of
theincensealtar and of theincenseitself. It required
ahigh level of careful dedication by the appointed
Levites to maintain the purity of each element. To
those of us living now, the incense offering may
seem to have been arather minor affair, but it was
not trivial to God. With Jesus Christ as our Guide,
spiritual maturity is our goal. How much more
important isthecreation of godly character in human
beings? Jesusadmonishesusin Matthew 5:48: “Y ou
shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is
perfect.”

Thereality isthat the New Covenant establishes
what we might call graduate-level requirements of
keeping God'’ slaw. However, God compensatesfor
our weaknesses by providing the spiritual tools to
reach those levels. Jesus did keep the command-
mentsfor our benefit, inthat Godismercifully willing
to accept Hisrighteouslifeand death to pay our debt
toHimfor our sinsbecausewedo not have sufficient
righteousness to pay the cost to have the death
penalty removed.

But somethingismissingin people’ smisunder-
standing of thisreality, so their trust initisalso
skewed. What is missing is what radio broad-

(continued on page 15)



Reacly Answer

“Be reaa[y a/ways to give an answer . . .” 1 Peter 3:15

The Nature of God:
What’s Love Got To Do With It?

“God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God,
and God in him.”
—1I John 4:10

n 1984, R&B singer Tina Turner resurrected her fading pop-music career with

the release of the pop-single, “What’'s Love Got to Do with It.” Written by
Graham Lyle and Terry Britten, the Grammy-winning song cautions the listener
to avoid confusing physical attraction and emotional affection with true love.
A similar sentiment and warning also apply for Christians to exercise caution
while attempting to understand or define the biblical concept of love—
especially asit relates to the nature of God.

Lending weight to this concern, | John 4:7-8, 16 furnishes Christians critical
marching orders and guidance while providing crucial insight into our Creator’s
nature—all centered around the word “love”:

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who
lovesis born of God and knows God. He who does not love does not know

God, for God islove. . .. And we have known and believed the love that
God has for us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and
Godinhim.

Twice in these three verses, John declares that “God is love” (emphasis ours
throughout). He also implores us to “love one another” and to know God, and
then he identifies God as the source of love. Furthermore, our Savior

FORERUNNER 7
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The Natu're of God: What’s Love Got To Do With It?

commanded Hisdisciples, earlier in John 13:34-35
(see aso John 15:12, 17), to love one another “as
| have loved you.”

With these verses in mind, consider that God
has created humanity physically in Hisimage
(Genesis 1:26), and further, isre-creating those
whom He has called into His spiritual image (Il
Corinthians 3:18). To that, we must add our
standing ordersto love God (Deuteronomy 6:5),
to seek Him (Matthew 6:33), and to establish an
intimate relationship with Him that we might
become more familiar with the image that
Christ came to reveal and that we are to become
(John1:18).

It's the Relationship

Consider also the following quote from John
Ritenbaugh’s 1992 sermon, “Do Y ou See God?’:

We are beginning to see an application to you
and me. Will God beworking in our livesif we
don’t see Him? If we don’t recognize Him?
If we don’t understand His purpose, what
He isworking out in you and me? | don't
think so!

In like manner, from his 2006 sermon, “ God,
the Church’s Greatest Problem,” he opined:

Since eternal lifeliesin therelationship with
God, it is extremely important how frequent and
accurate our thoughts about Him are. We can
conclude that what one knows about the true
God Himself and how one uses that knowledge
are the two most important issuesin life.

We have established, then, that a strong
relationshipwith Godiscritical to attaining
eternal life, and the strength of that relationship
depends upon an accurate understanding of
who He is—His nature. To that end, we have
the written Word of God, the Bible, to guide us
as it reveals the true nature of God. Moreover,
since the Bible teaches us that God is love and
that our ability to know God will be determined
by our willingness and capacity to love, it isvital
that we understand the true meaning of love,
particularly as intended by the apostle John’s
inspired writings. In fact, without this
understanding, how can we possibly proceed
with our marching orders to seek God—to
know Him—and to reflect His will in our
interactionswith all mankind?

NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2017

A Challenge for Defining Love

But, everyoneis familiar with the concept of
love, right? After all, virtually all of civilization
is absorbed—even obsessed—with the idea of
love. Throughout man’s history, countless
writers, performers, pundits, and deep thinkers
have devoted much—if not most—of their
respective careers trying to define and even
display love. So, determining the meaning of
this simple, four-letter word should not be too
great a challenge, right?

Perhapsit is not as easy as one might think. In
fact, if we study the world’s most common
usages and descriptions of love, we find that
they have little or nothing in common with the
divine nature of our Creator. Stated another
way, we discover that John’s use of the word
“love,” as translated from the Greek word agape,
has little to do with our modern, worldly concept
of love.

So, what happened in the interim between the
writings of the apostle John and today? Has our
understanding of the concept represented by the
word “love” been altered or adulterated? If so, by
whom and why?

The Old Deluder

With love playing such an enormousrole in our
calling, could our adversary, Satan the Devil,
have influenced a gradual blurring or alteration
of the definition of “love”? Just as Christ was
sent to reveal the Father’s nature (John 1:1-3, 18;
John 14:6-10; Matthew 11:27; Colossians 1:15;
etc.) and to exemplify love as His disciples’ most
definitive attribute (John 13:35), Satan, the
archetypal antichrist, exists to misrepresent,
obscure, and water-down the divine idea behind
itall.

The Bible warns of Satan’s cunning ways, but
we must be able to read and study what is written
inthe Bibleto figure that out (Genesis 3:1; 11
Corinthians 11:3; John 8:44; Revelation 12:9). Our
ability to read and comprehend biblical truth—our
literacy—is a gift from our Creator that we often
take for granted today, but we were not always so
dispassionate about it.

As amatter of fact, in 1642, the legislative
body governing the Massachusetts Bay Colony
zealously commenced a five-year effort to
promote a more literate population to prevent
Satan from using illiteracy to keep men from
the knowledge of Scripture. From their efforts



came three different pieces of legislation, the
most famous of which was called the “Old
Deluder Satan Act of 1647.”

Its first paragraph reflects a healthy sentiment
that all God-fearing persons should appreciate:

It being one chief project of that old deluder,
Satan, to keep men from the knowledge of
the Scriptures, as in former times by keeping
them in an unknown tongue [language], so in
these latter times by persuading from the use
of tongues, that so that at least the true
sense and meaning of the original might be
clouded and corrupted with love and false
glosses of saint-seeming deceivers; and to the
end that learning may not be buried in the
grave of our forefathers, in church and
commonwealth, the Lord assisting our
endeavors.

Antiquated |language notwithstanding, this
legislationis credited for helping to establish
the first public school system in America. By
promoting and even requiring greater literacy
among the colony’s general population, the
legislature hoped that more citizens would be
able to read the Bible. They argued that
literacy would lead to a greater comprehension
of the truth. Thistruth, they believed, would
expose the malicious efforts of the “old
deluder, Satan,” to prevent all men from
seeking, recognizing, and understanding the
nature of God, as well as a prime responsibility
of all Christians—both centered around the
word “love.”

By expanding, adulterating, and reshaping the
meaning of love, Satan has promoted and
encouraged its overuse, and, at the same time,
diluteditsmeaning.

Watering Down Love

I's there a more abused, overused, or bastardized
word in the all the English language? Consider all
the ways we use the word “love.”

We love a dress on a particular actress or a
sharp-looking suit on an actor. We love those
shoes, that song, that band, that movie, or the
weather, a baseball team, a color, a car, or a
restaurant.

Do we not love a good bottle of wine with our
steak?

We love chocolate. We love our children. Yes,
we can even love wallpaper!

How about the act of procreation? We make
love to our spouse!

Tennis anyone? Love also designates zero
points.

So far, we have a word used to express our
desires or our preferences, our affections for
family (which we count on being reciprocal), the
act of sexual intercourse, and zero pointsin a
tennis match. Is God’s nature in there yet?

Let’slook at how the rest of the world uses the
word “love.”

A recent Internet search for the expression
“loveis’ returned over onebillion hits, while“love
songs’ yielded over two hundred million. There
werejust under eight million possibilitiesfor
“classic love poems,” while “books about love’
yielded over one billion more. Searching for
“Shakespeare’ s love sonnets” produced over eight
million hits. The Internet Movie Data Base claims
there are nearly fourteen thousand different
movieswith “love” in thetitle, and one website
even boasted that it contained exactly 34,250
different quotes on love. Thefollowing isatiny
sampling:

Love is atemporary madness.
Love is afour-letter word.
Loveisfleeting.

Loveisto be avoided at all costs.
Love is a second-hand emotion.
Loveisblind.

Popular music teaches us:

Love Is a Battlefield*
Love Bites?

Love Lies Bleeding®
Love Hurts*

Love Stinks®

We sing along to Love Will Keep Us Together®
and You Make Loving Fun.”

There is Radar Love?, Tainted Love®’, and A
Groovy Kind of Love'.

And one day we are a Prisoner of Love'!, but
the next day Your Love Has Set Me Free®2.

We become Lost in Love® but then learn that
Love Will Lead You Back.

We wonder Where Is the Love?® and then
learn that Love Is All Around?®®.

Finally, if Your Love Keeps Lifting Me
Higher'’, why do we cry, Don't Let Love Get
You Down®®?

I's there any other word that has captured our
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imagination and inspired such adiversity of
thought?

Have we ever considered the ultimate message
behind If Loving You Is Wrong, | Don’t Wanna
Be Right™® or All In Love Is Fair?% Should love
besomethingthat justifieslying, infidelity, or
abandonment, or the breaking of any of God’s
commandments?

Moreover, many of our poets, scriptwriters, and
songwritersinsist that we “fall” inlovein the
same way we fall into atrap, asif loveis
something to be feared and avoided—as if love
somehow weakens our resolve.

Must Love Feel Good?

L et us contemplate the considerable efforts of
Christian or “faith-based” charities, dominated by
the mainstream Protestants, Evangelicals, and
Catholics and their mainstream ideas of love.

In the name of love, these charities do many
good works for the needy of our society. From
soup kitchens, shelters for the homeless, poor,
orphaned, battered, and addicted, their list of
good works isvirtually endless. Their works are
difficulttocriticize.

Even so, how many of the volunteers—the
laborers on the front lines of these charitable
efforts—would continue to volunteer if their
effortsto “love” their fellowman were not
reciprocated with a strong sense of emotional
well-being? Though all Christians should respect
their efforts and learn from their zeal, these faith-
based organizations tend to reduce love to an
emotional experiencethat isheightenedin
response to doing good.

A Dangerous and Deceptive Conclusion

Then there is the “self-help” or “self-love” crowd,
popularized by the secular humanist movement,
which teaches that to give and accept love, we
must first learn to love ourselves. Not only do
these movements encourage us to let go of our
inhibitions and to put our own aspirations ahead of
others, but they reverse the direction that true
love moves by definition—from outward to
inward—teaching us, instead, “to thine own self
be true.”

If we carry those thoughts to their logical,
but dangerous, conclusion by restricting or
defining love based on our level of self-
indulgence—being true to our carnal nature and
our wickedly deceptive heart (Romans 8:7;
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Jeremiah 17:9)—we will eventually arrive at the
deceptive conclusion that love for self must trump
everything, including our lovefor God.

It isthis conclusion for which Satan has
worked so hard for so many years to place inside
the hearts of men and women. Instead of a
selfless, outgoing, and unifying attribute that
defines the nature of God, love becomes a selfish,
introverted, and destructive force that prevents a
person from ever knowing or loving Him—or
others—in the manner He commands. With this
kind of “love” dominating us, God will not be able
to complete His task of spiritually re-creating
each usin Hisimage, and our final stepsin this
sanctification journey will cometo nothing.

However, our destiny does not have to be tied
to that deceptive conclusion.

As cunning and crafty as that old deluder,
Satan, is, let us counter his efforts by continuing to
read, study, and work to comprehend the Word
of God. We must resist Satan and his sad, sick
world (Ephesians 6:11-16; James 4:7), as they
try to redefine the nature of our loving God, who
has, is, and always will supply our every need
(Philippians 4:19). He completed the Creation,
gave us His commandments, became human,
gave us His Spirit, and inspired each word
written in the Bible—all to define and reveal
His nature—to show us definitively what love's
got to do with it, after all (John 14:21-23).

—Joseph B. Baity
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Propllecy Watch

“Behold, He Is Coming With Clouds”

he Feast of Trumpets bringswith it aconfi-

dent hope and an energizing sense of antici-
pation. It foreshadowsthereturn of Jesus Christ
as King of kings, the resurrection from the
dead, and the establishment of the govern-
ment of God on earth. This annual Sabbath
has been called the central, pivotal holy day
because it looks forward to the most important
events of this age.

In contrast to the day’s significance, arela-
tively small number of scriptures describes the
actual return and appearing of Jesus Christ.
Even so, all of those scanty descriptions contain
an important detail, one about which we rarely
give any thought. Bible encyclopedias and topi-
cal studies barely give it a mention, yet for
something as momentous as the return of the
Messiah, every detail isrelevant and significant.

Jesus’ well-known Olivet Prophecy con-
tainsprobably the most familiar description of
Christ’sreturn:

Thenthesign of the Son of Manwill appear
in heaven, and then all the tribes of the
earth will mourn, and they will seethe Son
of Man coming on the clouds of heaven
with power and great glory. (Matthew
24:30)

Other passages describing this event echo
thiscommon element:

e | say to you, hereafter you will see the
Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the
Power, and coming onthecloudsof heaven.
(Matthew 26:64)

e Then they will see the Son of Man
coming in the cloudswith great power and
glory. (Mark 13:26)

e [Y]ou will seethe Son of Man sitting at
the right hand of the Power, and coming

“Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven,
and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn,
and they will see the Son of Man coming

on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.”
—Matthew 24:30, NKJV
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“Behold, He I; Coming With Clouds”

with the clouds of heaven. (Mark 14:62)

e Thenthey will seethe Son of Man comingin
a cloud with power and great glory. (Luke
21:27)

e Then we who are alive and remain shall be
caught up together with them in the clouds to
meet theLordintheair. (I Thessalonians4:17)

e Behold, Heiscomingwithclouds, andevery
eyewill see Him. (Revelation 1:7)

While some of these verses also speak of “power”
and “glory,” the common element in all these de-
scriptions is the mention of clouds.

This detail at first may not seem relevant, but it
shows up repeatedly, so we may wonder why God
consistently inspired the Bible’'s writers to include
that little detail. We know that He does not inspire
empty or superfluouswords; everything about His
revelation is deliberate and meaningful. What
meaning do the clouds hold in the Bible? Why are
they significant to the return of our Savior to the
earth?

A RAINBOW SET IN THE CLOUD

As with many other topics, the first time the Bible
uses aword or concept frequently setsthe stage for
how God inspired the human writersto use through-
out the rest of His Word. Clouds are no exception.
Wefind cloudsfirst described immediately after the
Flood:

And God said: “ Thisisthesign of the covenant
which | make between Me and you, and every
living creature that is with you, for perpetual
generations: | set My rainbow inthecloud, and
it shall befor the sign of the covenant between
Me and the earth. It shall be, when | bring a
cloud over the earth, that the rainbow shall be

seen in the cloud; and | will remember My
covenant which is between Me and you and
every living creature of all flesh; the waters
shall never again become aflood to destroy all
flesh. The rainbow shall be in the cloud, and |
will look on it to remember the everlasting
covenant between God and every living crea-
ture of all flesh that is on the earth.” And God
said to Noah, “ Thisisthe sign of the covenant
which | have established between Me and all
flesh that is on the earth.” (Genesis 9:12-17)

Here, clouds are linked to the sign of the
rainbow and God’s everlasting promise that He
will never again flood the earth. Today, we are
far removed from the events of the Flood, so it
may bedifficultto grasp what it and its aftermath
were like—every man, woman, and child dead,
except Noah and his family. From the geneal o-
gies, we know that humanity had been on the
earth about amillenniaand a half, and before the
Flood, people lived much longer lives and pro-
duced numerouschildren. Only God, and perhaps
the angelic host, knows how many millions or
billions of people that cataclysm destroyed.

God forcefully and deliberately ended that age.
Y et, lest wethink that all ishopel essand that another
worldwide catastrophe could wipeout all lifeonthe
planet, God givesusthispromise, repeatingit several
times: He will not destroy all flesh again.

Of course, we know from many verses that the
end of this age will involve fire rather than an-
other worldwide flood. But this does not nullify
God'’ s promise. The point remains that God will
not destroy all flesh by any means, whether by flood
or by fire.

Genesis 9:12-17 indicates that the rainbow isthe
sign of that promise, but they also show that the
setting and the context of that promiseisthe clouds.
In the promise we see elements of God'’s faithful-
ness, but the backdropisGod’ smercyinnot destroy-
ing all of mankind.

“This is the sign of the covenant which I make
between Me and you, and every living creature that is
with you, for perpetual generations: I set My rainbow in
the cloud, and it shall be for the sign of the covenant
between Me and the earth.”

—Genesis 9:12-13, NKJV
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“CLOTHED WITH A CLOUD”

Aninteresting parallel to thisappearsin the book of
Revelation. Genesis and Revelation mirror each
other in many ways; frequently, when a matter is
introduced in Genesis, itisresolved or concludedin
some way in Revelation. As bookends of the Bible,
they contain many of the same themes. Notice what
John describesin Revelation 10:1:

| saw still another mighty angel coming down
from heaven, clothed with a cloud. And a
rainbow wason [H]ishead, [H]isfacewaslike
the sun, and [H]is feet like pillars of fire.

Studying into this chapter makes plain that this
Beingisno mereangel, but it isinfact Jesus Christ.
In the sequence of events, this chapter might be
called “the beginning of the end” because it shows
the mystery of God being finished and the point at
which therewould beno moredelay in everything
reaching its conclusion.

Here at the end, John’s vision pictures Jesus
with arainbow, showing that He has not forgotten
His promise to mankind. Even as He is about to
unleash tremendous destruction on rebellious hu-
manity, the sign of His promise not to destroy
everyoneisliterally at thetop of Hishead. Notice
that Heisalso clothed with acloud. Itiscovering
Him, allowing only the brightness of Hisface and
the fiery brilliance of His feet to show.

To understand the significance of this cloud,
consider what a cloud is and does. By way of
definition, acloudis“avisible massof dropl ets of
water or frozen crystals, suspended in the atmo-
sphere.” Sometimes clouds bring rain, which can
be either a blessing or a curse depending on the
circumstances, but other timesthey pass by with-
out sharing a drop. Nevertheless, there is one
thing a cloud will always do, if it has any size at
all: Itwill impedelight, such asthelight of the sun
or themoon. Sinceitisclothing Jesus Christ, this

cloud filters some of His breathtaking glorious
radiance.

Thisisnot the only way the Bible uses clouds. It
also uses them to represent multitudes of people
(Isaiah 60:8; Hebrews 12:1), the sins of men (Isaiah
44:22), or the impermanence of the wealth of the
wicked (Hosea 6:4; 13:3). They can represent the
empty words of false teachers (Jude 12; Il Peter
2:17), theunfulfilled promisesof faithlessmen (Prov-
erbs 25:14), and anumber of other things. But when
the clouds surround God Himself, they are acover-
ing that mercifully impedesHisfull brilliance. They
represent the unsearchableness of God, His myste-
riousdepths, and how futileitisfor carnal mentotry
to understand His ways (I Samuel 22:12; Psalms
97:2; Ezekiel 1:4).

This covering is critical because the undimmed
brightness of a God-being is lethal to mankind.
M oses had to be hidden fromthefull glory of God in
the cleft of arock, or he would have died (Exodus
33:19-32). After that, the Israelites could not stand
to look at Moses' face, and he had to use aveil—a
cloud madeof cloth, if youwill—becauseevenwhen
theglory of God wasreflected and vastly dimmed, it
was too much to take (Exodus 34:29-35).

Asalready mentioned, JesusChrist will bereturn-
ing in glory, and that awesome glory has aterrible,
lethal effect on sinful flesh. In particular, Il
Thessalonians 2:8 foretells that “the lawless one”
will be “consume[d] with the breath of His mouth
and destroy[ed] with the brightness of His com-
ing.” Apparently, Christ will not always remain
behind acloud but will allow Hisfull glory to show
for the purpose of destroying unholy men.

“UNAPPROACHABLE LIGHT”

We can thus see why being surrounded by cloudsis
an act of mercy on God's part: Mere men cannot
abide the sight of One so pure and haly.

Near the end of Paul’ sfirst epistleto Timothy, he
mentionsthe return and appearance of Jesus Christ:

“I saw still another mighty angel coming down from
heaven, clothed with a cloud. And a rainbow was on
[H]is head, [H]is face was like the sun,
and [H]is feet like pillars of fire.”

—Revelation 10:1, NKJV
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...whichHewill manifestinHisowntime, He
whoistheblessed and only Potentate, theKing
of kings and Lord of lords, who alone has
immortality, dwellinginunapproachablelight,
whom no man has seen or can see, to whom be
honor and everlasting power. Amen. (I Timo-
thy 6:15-16)

Notice he writes that He dwellsin “unapproach-
ablelight” and that no man can see Him. Heimplies
that no man can see Him and live, not that He is
invisible. Hisgoodness, purity, holiness, and charac-
ter are so penetrating and absolute that they over-
whelm anything made of weak, mortal flesh. So,
when He deals with human beings, He clothes
Himself with the clouds, allowing mankind to con-
tinueexisting.

When God descended on M ount Sinai to makethe
covenant with Israel, the whole mountain was cov-
ered with clouds. God told Moses, “I am going to
come to you in a dense cloud, so that the people
will hear me speakingwithyou” (Exodus19:9, New
International Version?). For the sake of Moses and
the children of Israel, God let Himself be heard—
whichwasterrifying enough (Hebrews12:18-21)—
but not seen.

The situation at Mount Sinai is reminiscent of
the end of the book of Job, where he says, speaking
figuratively, “I have heard of Y ou by the hearing
of the ear, but now my eye sees Y ou” (Job 42:5).
When the same book says that God answered Job
out of the whirlwind (Job 38:1; 40:6), it does not
speak of a little tornado. The word indicates a
hurricane (cf. Psalm 55:8; 107:25-29; |saiah 29:6;
Jonah 1:4, 12)! God had wrapped Himself in a
mighty storm, and seeing that tempest of clouds—
alongwith spiritually seeing himself inrelationto
his Creator—caused Job to abhor himself and
repent in dust and ashes. Undoubtedly, he was
extremely grateful that the clouds were there!

AsGod led the | sraelites through the wilderness,
He remained in a cloud the whole way for their

sakes. He dwelled with them—He tabernacled
withthem—but Hehadtodoitinaway that would
allow themtokeepliving. Such an allowanceisjust
one thing that God does to make such a mis-
matched rel ationship work. Because who and what
Heisso overwhelmsHiscreation, Heiswillingto
confine Himself to clouds and thick darkness
rather than allow His glory to radiate fully.

WE SHALL BE CHANGED

Atthetimeof theend, when God beginstointervene
dramatically on earth, His glory will leave men
scrambling in terror to get out of sight:

For the day of the Lorp of hosts shall come
upon everything proud and lofty, upon ev-
erything lifted up—and it shall be brought
low. ... Theloftiness of man shall be bowed
down, and the haughtiness of men shall be
brought low; the Lorp alone will be exalted
in that day, but the idols He shall utterly
abolish. They shall go into the holes of the
rocks, and into the caves of the earth, from
the terror of the Lorp and the glory of His
majesty, when He arises to shake the earth
mightily. Inthat day amanwill cast away his
idols of silver and hisidols of gold, which
they made, each for himself to worship, to
the moles and bats, to go into the clefts of
the rocks, and into the crags of the rugged
rocks, from the terror of the Lorp and the
glory of His majesty, when He arises to
shake the earth mightily. (Isaiah 2:12, 17-21)

The people go seeking out blackness because, even
when God is enveloped in thick clouds, as He is
described elsewhere, His glory is still intensely

uncomfortable to carnal man.
Even we who have been called and forgiven by
God and who are taking on His spiritual image
(continued on page 18)

“Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not
yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know
that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him,
for we shall see Him as He is. And everyone who has this
hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.”
—IJohn 3:2-3, NKJV
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(continued from page 6)

caster Paul Harvey called “therest of the story”:
the truth that godly character is not imposed but
built, created, with the willing and dedicated as-
sistance of the person being transformed. The
world’ sflawed conclusion dismissesthefact that
God’s creation of each person into Hisimage is
only just beginning at the individual’s forgive-
ness and baptism into the church and the Family
of God.

The Law Continues On

Anyonethinking of baptism should consider—if we
have little need to be concerned about sin—why
Jesusis so solemn and stern in Hisadmonitionin
Luke 14:25-27 about Hisdisciplesfollowingsuch
high standards. Not being discussed at this point is
that, despite Christ’s wonderful gift in sacrificing
Himself to pay our indebtednessto God, the reality
is that the wages of sin, death, remain because the
existence of the laws continues.

What wefindisthat God not only forgivesus, but
in our calling He also gives usthe spiritual toolsto
fight and win the spiritual battles we engage in to
keep sin from re-enslaving us. The fight against
sin continues. God provides the toolsfor usto go
on to perfection (Hebrews 6:1-2) if we will be-
lieveinthemand usethem. Colossians2:13-14 helps
toclarify this:

And you, being dead in your trespasses and
the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has
made alive together with Him, having for-
given you all trespasses, having wiped out
the handwriting of requirements that was
against us, which was contrary to us. And
He hastaken it out of the way, having nailed
it to the cross.

When we choose to be baptized, we come to
Christ physically alive but spiritually dead be-
causethe death penalty still hangsover our heads.
Our sins have been recorded, but this spiritual
death, paying the penalty for sins, has not yet
been paid by means of Christ’sblood. Following
our repentance, God accepts Christ’s death as
the means of redemption, paying the debt in our
stead. This act of justification erases from exist-
ence the death penalty against us. Even so, that
erasure does not remove from the book the laws
we broke, only the penalty for breaking those
laws.

Notice this clear New Testament—New Cov-

Why Hebrews Was Written

enant—illustrationin| Corinthians15:55-58, where
Paul writes to Christians:

O Death, whereisyour sting? O Hades, where
isyour victory? The sting of death is sin, and
the strength of sinisthe law. But thanks be to
God, who givesusthevictory through our Lord
Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved brethren,
be steadfast, immovable, alwaysabounding in
thework of the Lord, knowing that your labor
isnotinvainintheLord.

Isit still possible for us to sin and experience
sin’s sting? As long as the laws that define sin
exist, the possibility of death remainsbecauseitis
possiblefor usto break thoselaws. Thisiswhy verse
58 urges us so strongly to be steadfast and im-
movable in the work of the Lord. Hiswork in us
asindividualsistorefineour character so that we
never sin. We arein training to bein God’' simage,
and God does not sin.

Theterm “sting” illustrates what is painful about
sin. Themost painful elementinvolvedinsinisdeath,
and with death, all hope is lost. Sin kills. Do we
believethat? Sin isthe cause of death. The function
of the laws of God is to provide knowledge of sin.
God's laws give us knowledge of what to do and
what not to do. Sinisstill to be feared!

We must be careful, though, because our carnal
natureisso deceitful that by giving usknowledge of
what nottodo, sin can actually play aroleinarousing
ustodesireatasteof it, to experienceitsexcitement.
And so we can give in to sin. We must fight this
desirewith all our being. After God commanded her
not to eat of the tree in the midst of the Garden of
Eden, Evefailedtofight theintriguing desire, and she
ended up sinning! God's laws have never been
against us. They continueto give us guidance about
what isright.

Recall thefamily relationships Jesuslistsin Luke
14:26. They are the people with whom we tend to
spend the most time and generally want to pleaseto
the highest degree—and who also prove to be the
most influential in attracting us to follow their pat-
ternsof living. Wetend to let our guard down while
intheir company.

Our sinsimposed the death penalty on us—and
ultimately on our Savior—in the first place and
still do if we continue sinning after He pays the
debt. God' slaws have not changed, and the penalty
for breaking them remains the same despite Jesus’
merciful payment on our behalf. Irrespective of
the New Covenant, the laws continue to define
sin. If we continue sinning, His death for our
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benefit is absolutely wasted. Specifically, at our
baptism, Hisdeath paysonly for sinscommittedin
the past.

Christ’s death is the means, the way, that opens
thedoor for compl eting the perfection of our charac-
ter into the image of Jesus Christ in preparation for
the Kingdom of God. The Holy Spirit God gives us
through the laying on of hands is the means of
keeping Hislawsfar more perfectly than before our

“Do not think

I came to detroy
the Law or the Prophets.
I did not come to (].estroy

but to fulfill.”

MATTHEW 5:17

calling. Sins committed after accepting His shed
blood can put one on the road to the Lake of Fire
because His death did not remove our obligation to
obey the law. We must repent of sins committed
following baptism so they do not produce more
severe consequences.

God'slawsstill existand arestill inforce, guiding
usinliving God sway. To confirmthis, wewill look
closely at what Christ stated when beginning His
ministry. Itisbasicinstructiondirectly from Jesusas
Helaid the foundation for more expanded teachings
that followed.

Accor(ling’ to the Spirit
InMatthew 5:17-20, JesusadmonishesHislisteners:

Do not think that | came to destroy the Law or
the Prophets. | did not come to destroy but to
fulfill. For assuredly, | say to you, till heaven
and earth passaway, onejot or onetittlewill by
no means pass from the law till all isfulfilled.
Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of
these commandments, and teaches men so,
shall be called |east in the kingdom of heaven;
but whoever does and teaches them, he shall
be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For
| say to you, that unless your righteousness
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exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and
Pharisees, you will by no means enter the
kingdom of heaven.

My New King James Bible titles this para-
graph, “Jesus Fulfills the Law.” The sense in
which many professing Christians use the term
“fulfills” isnotinspired Scripture. Inthiscase, it
does not mean “accomplishes by keeping” or
“does away with,” as judged against what He
taught inwhat immediately follows. Fulfills, inthis
case, means “fills to the full,” “fully exemplifies
the conduct it covers,” or “expands to its fullest
intent.” Consider His subsequent illustrations
carefully:

Y ou have heard that it was said to those of
old, “You shall not murder, and whoever
murderswill be in danger of the judgment.”
But | say to youthat whoeverisangry with his
brother without a cause shall be in danger of
thejudgment. Andwhoever saysto hisbrother,
“Racal” shall be in danger of the council.
But whoever says, “You fool!” shall bein
danger of hell fire. Therefore if you bring
your gift to the altar, and there remember
that your brother has something against you,
leave your gift there before the altar, and go
your way. First bereconciledtoyour brother,
and then come and offer your gift. Agree
with your adversary quickly, while you are
on the way with him, lest your adversary
deliver you to the judge, the judge hand you
over to the officer, and you be thrown into
prison. Assuredly, | say to you, you will by
no means get out of there till you have paid
the last penny. (Matthew 5:21-26)

His teaching shows Him raising the acceptable
level of obedience far higher than what people
ordinarily considered as satisfactory behavior.
Jesus expands the scope of sin in the sixth com-
mandment from outright murder to also include a
high level of anger in certain situations! Matthew
5:27-30 shows the same pattern in this teaching on
the seventh commandment:

You have heard that it was said to those of
old, “You shall not commit adultery.” But |
say to you that whoever |ooks at awoman to
lust for her has already committed adultery
with her in his heart. If your right eye causes
youtosin, pluck it out and cast it from you; for
it is more profitable for you that one of your



members perish, than for your whole body to
be cast into hell. And if your right hand causes
you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you; for it
is more profitable for you that one of your
members perish, than for your whole body to
be cast into hell.

Thesameconclusionistrueof thiscommandment
and also for each of the others He expands during
HisSermon ontheMount. Far from doing away with
God’'s commandments, He raises the standards of
acceptable behavior far higher.

Revelation 12:9 assertsthat the great Dragon has
deceived the whole world. What a cruel joke Satan
has played on the masses and even on those uncon-
verted who are sincerely striving to obey God to the
best of their present understanding.

Sacrificing Has Not Ended

Thereality of the New Testament’ steaching isthat
becoming atrue disciple of Jesus Christ obligates a
personto agreat deal of sacrifice—even to the point
of becoming what the apostle Paul calls being “a
living sacrifice” (Romans 12:1). The disciple of
Christisclearly the sacrifice. Why do the sanctified
ones make these sacrifices since the price they pay
for forgivenessisdedicated, obedient devotiontothe
leadership of Jesus Christ?

Thispricerequiresthe sacrifice of every func-
tion of a Christian’s body, mind, and spirit to the
way of God. It can be very costly. It may cost the
Christian His employment because of Sabbath
work requirements. He may lose his family at-
tachments because the family may not accept his
membership with thisstrange group. He may lose
his general acceptance within a community for
the same reason.

We commit to Christ for two primary reasons.
Thefirstispersonal and somewhat self-centered:
We want to be delivered from the burden of the
death penalty, and we desire the awesome re-
wards God promises like everlasting life and
sharing eternity with our Creator and Savior. The
second is generally slower to grow within us but
proves far more critical in the end: We love God
and desire the completion of His purpose in us.
Through baptism, we want the means to express
that love for God and for others as He continues
with His creative purposes, preparing us for ac-
tive participationinHisFamily inthe Kingdom of
God.

Weshould never let the encouraging Romans5: 1-
5slipfrom our minds:

Therefore, having been justified by faith, we
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, through whom also we have access
by faith into this grace in which we stand,
and rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.
And not only that, but we also glory intribula-
tions, knowing that tribul ation produces perse-
verance; and perseverance, character; and
character, hope. Now hope does not disap-
point, becausethelove of God hasbeen poured
out in our hearts, by the Holy Spirit who was
given to us.

These verses, naming gifts God gives us upon
our agreeing to the New Covenant, remain as a
brief but constant reminder of how the New
Covenant enables us. They inspire and empower
our faith in ways no prior covenant, even with
God, has. But the New Covenant does not erase
God'slaws, just the penalty we have incurred by
breaking them. Eventhesacrificial lawsinvolving
animal's, though they no longer have to be physi-
cally made, remain part of the Word of God
because we can learn so much from them. They
deepen and broaden our understanding of the
sacrifices we must make under the New Covenant
to show love to both God and men.

The author of Hebrews writes Hebrews 8:7-13:

“Now llope does not disappoint,
because the love of God

has been poured out in our
hearts, Ly the Holy Spirit

who was given to us.’

ROMANS 5:5

For if that first covenant had been faultless,
then no place would have been sought for a
second. Becausefinding fault withthem, He
says: “Behold, the daysare coming, saysthe
Lorp, when | will make anew covenant with
the house of Israel and with the house of
Judah—not according to the covenant that |
made with their fathers in the day when |
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took them by the hand to lead them out of the
land of Egypt; becausethey did not continue
in My covenant, and | disregarded them,
says the Lorbp. For thisisthe covenant that
I will make with the house of Israel after
thosedays, saystheLorp: | will put My laws
intheir mind and write them on their hearts;
and | will betheir God, and they shall be My
people. None of them shall teach his neigh-
bor, and none hisbrother, saying, ‘ Know the
Lorp,’ for all shall know Me, from the least
of them to the greatest of them. For | will be
merciful to their unrighteousness, and their
sinsand their lawless deeds| will remember
no more.” In that He says, “a new cov-
enant,” He has made thefirst obsolete. Now
what is becoming obsol ete and growing old
is ready to vanish away.

These verses outline some major objectives
within the workings of the New Covenant. Merci-
ful forgiveness for breaking God's laws is a major
one. Theauthor providesan intriguing overview of

Propllecv Watch

God'’s objectives using the means of the New
Covenant as His tools. This overview provides a
clear statement that God will be an even more
hands-on Creator, working in His people’ sbehal f
more than ever before. It clearly states that |aw-
keeping and sinlessness are major objectives in
itsinstitution, giving noindication of any kind that
moral laws are being “done away.”

Theexcitementisbuildingtoward seeingwhat He
will lead each of usto becomein our lives. It should
beabundantly clear that God’ slaw will beaprimary
tool in creating us into the image of Jesus Christ
so that throughout eternity we are prepared to
follow Him wherever He goes. He kept God's
laws perfectly.

With this as afoundation, we are better prepared
to search into the epistle to the Hebrews in more
detail.

InChristianlove,
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“Behold, He Is Coming With Clouds”

(continued from page 14)

cannot literally stand in His presence. We who are
mortal and corruptible must begivenimmortality and
incorruptibility (I Corinthians 15:53; Romans6:23).
We must be resurrected or changed so that this
relationship can continue once our temporary exist-
ence ends.

We must also be given new, spiritual bodies like
Histo complement the character Heiscreatingin us
(I Corinthians 15:42-49). We must be brought up to
the God-level in order to know Him fully and to
ensurethat nothing comes between us—nothing that
hindersusseeing HimasHeis. We must go through
a change so that the light in which He dwellsis no
longer unapproachable. Instead, this change will
enable usto be part of that gloriouslight.

Notice how the apostle John describes this:

Beloved, now we are children of God; and it
has not yet been reveal ed what we shall be, but

weknow that when Heisrevealed, we shall be
like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. And
everyone who has this hope in Him purifies
himself, just as He is pure. (I John 3:2-3)

Godwill transformour lowly, mortal, corruptible
bodiesto belike Hisgloriousbody so that, when He
isrevealed, we can see Him without any hindrance
or limitation. At this point, nothing will stand be-
tween us.

For those who are not changed at His appear-
ing yet are judged worthy to liveinto the Millen-
nium, He will still appear in clouds so He can
continue to work with them without obliterating
them with His glory. In God’s mercy, He obscures
Himself so that pitiful man is not erased in an
instant, but He is working toward that day when
all His children will see His face in full glory—
and live.

—David C. Grabbe

1 Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights

reserved worldwide.
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The Politicization of Motherhood

or decades in America and most of the Western

world, the modern feminist movement hasled an
outright assault on the nuclear family, attempting to
redefine the once-beloved and sacrosanct role of
motherhood. With roots dating back to the mid-
nineteenth century, radical feminist thought slowly
wormed its way into contemporary political con-
versation. Slowly shedding their radical stigma,
feminist leaders masterfully appealed to the emo-
tionsof Main Street, small-town America, convincing
many that a life exclusively dedicated to raising
children and running ahome was a shameful waste of
time and resources and beneath the dignity of any
“intelligent” woman.

Diatribes from feminists and their slavish, media
sycophants dominate American political conversa-
tion, focusing only on theimportance of equality in
the workplace. “We need women fighting fires,
fighting wars, and commanding battleships,” they
say. And if a woman does decide to have a child
instead of an abortion, then the only enlightened
way to proceed is for mom to drop that kid off at
daycare and let someone else raise it! It is too
important for themovement that “ mom” returnsto her
“real” job outside of the home as soon as possible.

Amidst all this liberal absurdity, though, comes
author EricaKomisar and her new book, Being There:
Why Prioritizing Motherhood in the First Three
Years Matters.

Journalist James Tarantointerviewed M s. Komisar
about her new book in the October 28-29, 2017,
weekend edition of the Wall Street Journal:

Motherhood used to be as American as apple
pie. Nowadays it can be as antagonistic as
American politics. Ask Erica Komisar.

Ms. Komisar, apolitical liberal, tellsme she has
become “a bit of a pariah” on the left. The
premise of [her] book—backed by research in
psychology, neuroscience, and epigenetics—is
that “mothers are biologically necessary for
babies,” and not only for the obvious reasons of
pregnancy and birth. “Babies are much more
neurologically fragile than we've ever under-
stood,” Ms. Komisar says. She citesthe view of
oneneuroscientist, Nim Tottenham of Columbia
University, “that babies are born without a cen-
tral nervous system” and “mothers are the cen-
tral nervous systemto babies” especially for the
first nine months after birth.

What does that mean? “Every time a mother
comforts a baby in distress, she's actually
regulating that baby’ s emotionsfrom the out-
side in. After three years, the baby internal-
izesthat ability toregulatetheir emotions, but
not until then.” For that reason, mothers*“ need
to be there as much as possible, both physi-
cally and emotionally, for childreninthefirst
1,000 days.”

The regulatory mechanism is oxytocin, a neu-
rotransmitter popularly known as the “love
hormone.” Oxytocin, Ms. Komisar explains, “is
a buffer against stress.” Mothers produce it
when they give birth, breastfeed or otherwise
nurture their children. “The more oxytocin the
mother produces, themore she producesitinthe
baby” by communicating viaeye contact, touch,
and gentletalk. The baby’ sbrain, inturn, devel-
ops oxytocin receptors, which allow for self-
regulation at alater age.

Women produce more oxytocin than men do,
which answers the obvious question of why
fathers aren’t as well-suited as mothers for this
sort of “ sensitive, empathetic nurturing.” People
“want to feel that men and women are fungible
[mutually interchangeable],” observes Ms.
Komisar—but they aren’t, at least not when it
comes to parental roles.

Ms. Komisar’s research reflects the hope that
some common sense can be injected back into the
political discussion—Iong since abandoned by most
conservative or religious politicians, corporate
heads, or community |eaders—that children and
society are better served when mom is encouraged
to stay home, raising and nurturing her young
children just as our Creator designed. |mmedi-
ately, the words of Solomon from Proverbs 29:15
cometo mind: “Therod and reproof give wisdom,
but a child left to himself brings shame to his
mother.”

Predictably, however, theliberal backlash hasbeen
considerable.

Inthenextissue, wewill focuson thisbacklash and
thetroubleit portendsfor acivilizationteetering onthe
edge of disaster in these troubled end times.

—Mike Ford

\'s'4 w

FORERUNNER

19



The Miracles of Jesus Christ

A Second Large Catch 0][ Fish (Part Two)

Part One set the stage and context for this final miracle of Jesus Christ’s earthly ministry, allowing this
Bible Study to focus on Christ’ sintentions, as well as the spiritual growth of His disciples between the
first (Luke 5:1-11) and second (John 21:1-14) fishing miracles. When set side by side, we find parallel
elements binding these two miraclesinto asingle teaching, leading to Christ’ s all-important
commission establishing Hischurch.

1. Why dothedisciplesinitially fail torecognize Christ
on the shoreline? How does Peter respond once he
figuresit out? John 21:4, 7, 12.

ComMENT: Verse 4 reveals that none of the disciples
initially recognizesthe Lord. In fact, all the disciples
consistently failed to recognize the post-resurrection
Christ (Luke24:1-11, 13-16, 36-45; John 20:14). Physi-
cal and emotional circumstancesnotwithstanding, their
failure wastheresult of weak faith or spiritual imma-
turity and the corresponding confusion and unbelief—
spiritual blindness.

Following His resurrection, Christ changes (I
Corinthians 15:44-45; Hebrews 6:20; Ephesians
4:9-10), but Hisdisciples, still lacking understand-
ing, have not. Verse 12 provides insight: “Jesus
said to them, ‘Come and eat breakfast.” Yet none
of the disciples dared ask Him, ‘Who are Y ou? —
knowing that it was the Lord.” While they eventu-
ally figure out that their Master, Jesus Christ, is
withthem onthe shore, thereissomething different
about Him that they are unableto comprehend fully
without His assistance (Romans 8:5; John 15:5; |
Corinthians 13:12).

After John manages, however, to identify the
stranger on the shore as “the Lord,” Peter immedi-
ately dresses and dives into the water to swim about
200 cubits (100 yards), eager to join Him onthe shore.
Contrast thispassagewith thefirst large catch miracle
where all the discipleswere “ astonished” at the catch,
whilePeter, overwhelmed by the miracul ous power of
Jesus, begs Him to “depart from me” (Luke 5:8).

2. Does Peter’ s response to Christ’s advice to recast
the net on the “right side of the boat” exhibit his
growing faith? How do the disciples react to the
challenges presented by the miraculous catch? John
21:6,8, 11.

ComMENT: John’ snarrativeindicates no hesitation on
Peter’s part to follow Christ’s direction to cast the
fishing net, thistimeontheright side of thevessel. This
contrasts with thefirst large catch miracle (Luke 5:1-

11) where a newly-recruited Peter resists His direc-
tion before submitting.

Subsequently, the fishing net is brimming with a
massive catch, yet it does not tear, nor are any of the
men anxious or overwhelmed. In fact, Peter jumps
back intothewater tofinishdragging themiraclecatch
back to shore by himself. Conversely, during the first
large catch incident, the net tears and the two fishing
boatsinvolved beginto sink (Luke 5:6-7).

Taken together, we see how the first large-catch
miracle marksthebeginning, whilethe second miracle
signals the completion of the disciples’ three-and-a-
half-year education under God'’s direct tutelage. We
alsowitnessthedisciples’ effortsto overcomeseveral
challenges common to most Christians: learning to
recognize or see God; following Hiscommandmentsin
faith, andlearning how toremain steadfast inthemidst
of overwhelming circumstances (John 21:8-12).

3. What canwelearnfromthefinal miracleof Christ’s
earthly ministry? What did His efforts ultimately
produce?

CommMmENT: The narrative of the second large catch
beginswith an anxiousand bewildered—perhapseven
backsliding—group of disciplesthat strugglesinitially
to identify their Lord and Master. Nonetheless, even
with their initial lapse of faith, by the end of this
incident, we witness good fruit from the disciples’
unigueand uncommon apprenticeship: their weak faith
buttressed, their unbelief dissolved, and their capacity
to serve wholly enriched by the presence of God.

Because each disciple’s flaws are compounded in
hisLord’ sabsence, eachwill soonreceivetheindwell-
ing of His Holy Spirit (Acts 2). Christ’s commission,
then, recognizes and rewards their growth and points
tothebeginning of their new vocation (John21:15-17).
No longer will they be only “fishers of men” (Mark
1:17), but soon they will work as pioneering ministers
in the nascent church of God, tending and feeding all
who are called into “the Way.”

—Martin G. Collins
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