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  Zephaniah 1:12-13

(12) And it shall come to pass at that time, that I will search Jerusalem 
with candles, and punish the men that are settled on their lees: that say in 
their heart, The LORD will not do good, neither will he do evil. (13) 
Therefore their goods shall become a booty, and their houses a 
desolation: they shall also build houses, but not inhabit them; and they 
shall plant vineyards, but not drink the wine thereof. 

    King James Version

The Hebrew literally says, "I will search Jerusalem with candles, and punish 
the men that are . . .." What does it mean to be "settled settled on their lees 
on one's lees"? Is it relevant to us? Could we be guilty of it?

Understanding this figure of speech requires an overview of Zephaniah. 
Some have called him "the prophet of the Day of the Lord," which is the 
subject and main theme of his entire book. First, he describes that time in 
detail, showing that it will affect everybody and everything—nothing will 
escape it completely. In chapter 2, he calls on us to  "before the L 's repent ORD

fierce anger comes upon you" (verse 2), then describes God's judgment on 
surrounding nations. Chapter 3 begins with a denunciation of Judah and its 
atrocious sins, but  promises in verses 8-13 that a remnant of faithful God
people will see the coming of  and the Millennium.Christ

Zephaniah, then, is a book about our near future. God includes it in His 
Word to provide a wake-up call to His people who have fallen asleep. He 
wants to save us however He can, and if He has to scare us to death to do it, 
He will! He prefers that we remain awake, watchful, and diligent, but if we 
start to drowse, He  throw cold water in our faces! Zephaniah is mainly will
composed of denunciations and threats—God is not being gentle! One 
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commentator, George Adam Smith, writes of Zephaniah, "No hotter book 
lies in all the Old Testament!" It is like the kick of a booted drill sergeant at 
dawn!

Yet, even in Zephaniah's name a sense of hope remains: It means "The L  ORD

has hidden." In , God promises that He will make a way of Zephaniah 2:3
escape for the godly remnant: "Seek the L  all you  of the earth, who ORD meek
have upheld His justice. Seek righteousness, seek humility. It may be that 
you will be hidden in the day of the L 's anger." In , He calls ORD Zephaniah 2:1
for His people to "gather together, O undesirable nation," and in Zephaniah 3:

, to "wait for Me . . . until the day I rise up for plunder." In other words, He 8
advises us to fellowship with other faithful people and wait patiently for God 
to do His work.

Now that we have some background, what does "settled on their lees" mean? 
It is an expression derived from winemaking.  are what we call "dregs," Lees
particles of solid matter that fall to the bottom of the vat, jar, or bottle during 
fermentation. Back in ancient Israel, they liked to leave their wine on the lees 
to make it stronger, but there was a time limit to how long they could leave it 
there. Good wine left on its lees becomes stronger and more flavorful, but if 
left too long, it can become thick and syrupy—to put it bluntly, it will be 
ruined. So, a diligent winemaker would periodically pour the wine from one 
vat to another, straining off the lees.

The illustration shows that a person settled on his lees was at least slothful, 
maybe even complacent, indifferent, and apathetic. Bad wine left on the lees 
becomes harsh and bitter. We can certainly understand the metaphor here. 
What happens to a person who lives with his sins? Does he not become 
worse? Sin's addictive quality causes him to plunge deeper and need more or 
worse  to satisfy him. For example, a person who broods in smoldering sin
anger over some supposed  eventually becomes bitter and hateful.offense

Notice that those who are settled on their lees say, "The L  will not do ORD

good, nor will He do evil" ( ). They believe in God's Zephaniah 1:12
existence, but they limit His ability to participate in their lives. They think 
He is powerless to do , good or evil. This is similar to the thought anything
expressed by the  in  "I am rich, have become Laodiceans Revelation 3:17:
wealthy, and have need of nothing." Neither one needs God, they think. This 

https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/22809/eVerseID/22809
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/article/id/237/the-fruit-of-spirit-meekness.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/22807/eVerseID/22807
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/22829/eVerseID/22829
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/22829/eVerseID/22829
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/article/id/489/what-sin-is-does.htm
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/article/id/562/the-defense-against-offense.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/22800/eVerseID/22800
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/booklet/id/452/world-church-laodiceanism.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/30764/eVerseID/30764


The Berean: Daily Verse and Commentary for Zephaniah 1:12-13 
(https://www.theberean.org)

Page  of 3 4

attitude produces slothfulness, complacency, indifference, spiritual 
, and destruction, as  shows.carelessness Zephaniah 1:13

Generally, the lees symbolize a way of life. For a righteous person, his godly 
way of life will make him stronger, but he must take care not to become 
complacent even in this because he could turn thick and apathetic. The 
solution, then, is to drain off the wine, as it were, into a new vessel 
periodically. Biblically, this is called "putting on the new man." We must be 
evaluating ourselves often, replacing worldly values with godly ones (see 

). To use a modern expression, we cannot be "resting on Colossians 3:1-17
our oars" spiritually; we should never become satisfied with our spiritual 
progress.

What do we have to show for our spiritual lives right now? Or, have we 
settled on our lees? The Master Winemaker is waiting to pour us into 
heavenly vessels of honor and glory, so let us not disappoint Him by 
producing an inferior vintage.

— Richard T. Ritenbaugh

To learn more, see:
Have We Settled on Our Lees?

 Related Topics:
 Apathy
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 Calls for Repentance
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 Seek Righteousness
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 Spiritual Indifference
 Vessels of Honor

Commentary copyright © 1992-2022  Church of the Great God

https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/281/Spiritual-Indifference.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/7124/Vessels-Honor.htm
https://www.cgg.org

