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John 21:15-17

(15) So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of
Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Y ea, Lord,;
thou knowest that | love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. (16) He
saith to him again the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me?
He saith unto him, Y ea, Lord; thou knowest that | love thee. He saith
unto him, Feed my sheep. (17) He saith unto him the third time, Simon,
son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he said unto him
the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou
knowest all things; thou knowest that | love thee. Jesus saith unto him,
Feed my sheep.

King James Version

Each time Peter responds, Jesus commands him in away that links to Peter's
answers. The meaning is that because Peter loves Christ, hereiswhat Christ
wants him to do. His commands apply mostly to the ministry, yet there are
aspects of them that every member can put into practice. Thisis not to
suggest that we try to take on arole that God has not given to us, but these
commands provide guidelines for how each of us can support those God puts
in our path.

In verses 15 and 17, Jesus tells Peter to feed those under his care. In verse 15,
it iswith regard to the lambs—that is, Christians who are either young in
years or new in the faith—and in verse 17, it refers to more mature sheep.
Christ's emphasisis on providing spiritual food. In verse 16, Jesus tells Peter
to "tend [His] sheep." "Tending" encompasses al of what a shepherd does
for his sheep, which goes beyond just feeding, indicating total guardianship
of the sheep, including tasks like guiding, governing, defending, putting
them in afold, checking for disease, etc.
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On occasion, lay-members can contribute similarly. If, in our interactions
with our brethren, we are reminded of a sermon or article that may edify
them, we can certainly mention it. Perhaps we find ourselves in a position to
give helpful advice or to warn other sheep about awolf. Maybe we can keep
someone from going astray by exposing some religious deception.

Y et, before assuming that we know what is good—and loving—it iswise for
us to seek God's direction before pursuing our ideas of how someone can be
"helped." Peter neglected to seek God's will before plunging into a course of
action, and he ended up stumbling badly in trying to show agape love. If we
act by our own will, evenif it is out of the deepest of human regard and
affection, it will not bear the same good fruit asif it were God's will.
Sometimes, in spite of what initially seems best to us, what is actually best is
for God to work it out in away that does not involve us or in away in which
our part isvery different from what we had imagined. Thereisatimeto
speak, and atime to remain silent; atime to act, and atime to sit on one's
hands. The only way to know the time is to seek the Good Shepherd and wait
for His response.

— David C. Grahbe

Tolearn more, see:
Breakfast by the Sea (Part Two)

Related Topics:

Agape Love

Breakfast by the Sea

Peter's Neglect to Seek God's will
Seeking God's Will

Waiting for God's Answer
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