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Daily Verse and Comment

  Ephesians 4:11-14

(11) And He Himself gave some  apostles, some prophets, some to be
evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, (12) for the equipping of the 
saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 
(13) till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness 
of Christ; (14) that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and 
carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the 
cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 

    New King James Version

Ephesians 4:11-14 gives instruction on how  gifts some more than others God
in the church. The "He" in verse 11 refers to God in verse 6. Our Father has 
given these additional spiritual gifts to some for the purpose of perfecting 
and fully equipping the saints toward building up Christ's Body. Verse 13 
shows that these roles or positions will help the Body function until all of us 
attain "the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ." This is the order 
God has established until the Body is glorified in the resurrection.

Verse 14 adds another reason why these roles are given. Religious anarchists 
believe that structure and authority hinder us from attaining our potential. In 
contrast, Paul says that God places people into these roles as a  means of
attaining spiritual maturity: He gives these spiritual gifts to a few so that the 
rest do not continue to be spiritual children.

A hallmark of immaturity is not knowing what we do not know, but at the 
same time, believing that we are right and feeling as if we are invincible. The 
immature are especially susceptible to novel concepts and charismatic 
personalities that may tickle their particular fancy. Spiritually, the stakes are 
high; some winds of doctrine blow the immature so far off course that they 
never return. To protect against this, God has provided a bulwark against 
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such storms, giving additional spiritual gifts to some to keep the rest headed 
in the right direction by declaring and expounding the whole counsel of God.

If we reject the spiritual gifts God has given to others, we put ourselves at 
risk of being deceived, and we may find ourselves radically altering our 
belief system in response to every shiny new idea that comes our way. But 
the human leadership God provides is intended to be a steadying force, 
which is not to suggest that it is perfect or infallible. Nevertheless, it is part 
of the order God has established.

Conversely, anarchy has come to be synonymous with chaos and confusion 
because those are the results of rejecting leadership. Even worse than 
confusion, to paraphrase , rejecting someone God has sent is the same Jesus
as rejecting God Himself ( ).Luke 10:16

— David C. Grabbe

To learn more, see:
Anarchy in God's Church? (Part Three)

 Related Topics:
 Differing Levels of Spiritual Gifts

 Rejecting Authority
 Rejecting Church Leadership

 Spiritual Gifts for Edification of Church
 Spiritual Immaturity

 Teachers, Role of
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