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(9) And so it was, when they had crossed over, that Elijah said to Elisha,
“Ask! What may | do for you, before | am taken away from you?’ Elisha
said, “Please let adouble portion of your spirit be upon me.” (10) So he
said, “Y ou have asked a hard thing. Nevertheless, if you see me when |
am taken from you, it shall be so for you; but if not, it shall not be so.”

New King James Version

From all indications, Elishawas afarmer. When Elijah found him after his
encounter with God on Mount Horeb, the younger man "was plowing with
twelve yoke of oxen" (I Kings 19:19). Thereis no indication that Elisha had
an extensive education or access to biblical scrolls or experience as ateacher
or preacher. Was he even one of "the sons of the prophets'? All Scripture
tellsusisthat God charged Elijah, "And Elishathe son of Shaphat of Abel
Meholah you shall anoint as prophet in your place" (I Kings 19:16). How
prepared was Elishafor the difficult work he had before him?

Even so, Elisha knew what it meant when Elijah "passed by him and threw
his mantle on him" (verse 19): He was being chosen as the prophet's
successor, first to follow and serve the older prophet (verse 21) and later to
take his place as God's spokesman to the nation. He probably figured that he
would get on-the-job training as he went here and there with Elijah, and he
was undoubtedly right about that. But all indications are that his time with
Elijah was short. It is difficult to know how long a time passed between |
Kings 19 and |1 Kings 2, but it could not have been more than a handful of
years.

In any case, no matter how long it was, Elisha likely thought histraining
period too short when the time came for Elijah to hand over the reins. From
what issaid in Il Kings 2, everyone knew the day when the Lord would take
Elijah away (see |l Kings 2:3, 5), and reminding Elisha about it only made
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him testy and angry. He was clearly nervous and distraught about losing his
mentor and having the weight of the prophetic office crash upon his
shoulders. Such stresses would be enough to unsettle anyone. It must have
come as arelief when

Elijah said to Elisha, "Ask! What may | do for you, before | am
taken away from you?' Elisha said, "Please |et a double portion of
your spirit be upon me." So he said, "Y ou have asked a hard thing.
Nevertheless, if you see me when | am taken from you, it shall be
so for you; but if not, it shall not be so." (11 Kings 2:9-10)

What was Elisha asking? The commentators are nearly unanimous in saying
that he is using inheritance language, such as that in Deuteronomy 21:17, to
be considered as Elijah's "firstborn,” that is, his successor. The firstborn son
was given adouble portion of hisfather's estate, "for he is the beginning of
his strength; the right of the firstborn is his." This sounds plausible until we
recall that he had known for quite awhile that he wasto be Elijah's
successor, ever since the prophet had thrown his mantle on him. So Elisha
must be asking for something beyond mere affirmation of his position.

In his following of Elijah, Elisha must have seen the extent of the prophet's
responsibilities, the long hours, the many miles of travel, the critical and
sometimes unpopular decisions that had to be made, the management of
those around him, the constant stress of seeking and responding to God's
will, and perhaps the loneliness of the position. As ayoung man, having a
prophet's life thrust upon him so soon, he wanted assurance that he could do
the job, not merely adequately, but up to the level and beyond what Elijah
had done.

Perhaps he was a humble man, unsure of himself and his abilities. Maybe he
thought that, since he was only half the man Elijah was, he would need a
double portion of his spirit to be anywhere near Elijah's equal. But if Elisha
were an ambitious man, he may have asked for the double portion so that he
could not only do what Elijah had done but even more—to be a greater
servant of God than his master had been. This could have been requested
righteously, with the pure desire to expand the work of God among the
people and turn more of Israel to the Lord.
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Why did Elijah reply that he had asked a hard or difficult thing? First,
granting such arequest was out of Elijah’'s hands, as only God can bestow
the gift of His Holy Spirit on a person (see John 3:34; | John 4:13). Second,
Elijah did not know God's will on the extent of Elisha's future ministry,
whether it would be short or long or good or bad or even if it would curtail,
hold steady, or expand God's work. God had not placed him in a position to
know with certainty whether Elisha's request would be answered.

This explainstherest of Elijah's answer: "Nevertheless, if you see me when |
am taken from you, it shall be so for you; but if not, it shall not be so." In
other words, if Elishawere granted the spiritual acumen to see, that is,
understand or comprehend, the activity of God in the trandlation of Elijah, he
would also be granted the double portion of God's Spirit. So when Elisha
criesout, "My father, my father, the chariot of Israel and its horsemen!™ (11
Kings 2:12), it isaconfirmation to Elijah that Elisha was indeed seeing the
miraculous. The double portion had been given.

Elisha's request should be instructive to us, especially in terms of God's
response. He is always willing to give all the help needed for us to complete
the job He has given us. If we feel we are not up to the task, He will gift us
to the point that we are equal to it—and more. Should we fail in those tasks,
we can be certain we are the ones who fell short, not God's gifts. So, we
should do as Paul saysin Philippians 4.6-7:

In everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let
your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds
through Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:6-7)

— Richard T. Ritenbaugh

Tolearn more, see:
Elisha and the Double Portion
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Related Topics:
Elisha
Elishaand Elijah

Commentary copyright © 1992-2025 Church of the Great God
New King James Version copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc.

Page 4 of 4


https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/3197/Elisha.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/9808/Elisha-Elijah.htm
https://www.cgg.org
https://c.cgg.org/index.cfm/r/?s=ZscHgE3

