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  2 Chronicles 20:3-6
(3) And Jehoshaphat feared and set himself to seek the LORD, and called for a fast
throughout all Judah. (4) And Judah gathered themselves to ask of the LORD. Even
out of all the cities of Judah they came to seek the LORD. (5) And Jehoshaphat
stood in the congregation of Judah and Jerusalem, in the house of the LORD before
the new court, (6) And said, "O LORD God of our fathers, are You not God in
heaven? And do You not rule over all the kingdoms of the nations? And is there not
power and might in Your hand, so that none is able to withstand You?
A Faithful Version   

Is God really actively ruling His creation? His sovereignty over His creation is something
we frequently take for granted. This presents a potentially serious problem because it
results in our failing to think through His sovereignty's practical aspects to our personal
situations. Thus, we greatly discount His involvement in our lives and His willingness to
intervene for those who live by faith, indicating we are really living by sight (II Corinthians
5:7).

Far too many of us have unknowingly bought into the thinking of materialistic science
and atheistic philosophy, which have ushered God right out of His creation by teaching
that impersonal laws regulate everything. Impersonal laws exist, but they do not
regulate everything. We can choose between that approach or what Jehoshaphat says
in his appeal for direct intervention for Judah's deliverance. If what is now part of Holy
Scripture is not true, we may as well throw the Bible away because it cannot be trusted.
God rules, not impersonal laws that merely react.

Besides overseeing the affairs of nations, the Creator and Ruler of the universe is
directly and personally involved in His people's lives. He does not merely respond to
those who trust Him—He creates circumstances and events, and/or He directly
intervenes to make things happen. Science and atheistic philosophies have relegated
God to nothing more than a distant spectator—aBeing who cannot stop men from
engaging in dreadful wars even though He longs to do it. Men believe that, since He has
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endowed humanity with free moral agency, He is obliged to let man make his own
choices without interference because interfering would somehow destroy man's moral
responsibility. However, this ignores God's own plan and purpose for His creation, so it
cannot be a true concept.

If this were true, free moral agency, not God, is supreme. But God is ruling, not man's
free moral agency! Notice these verses from just two books of the Bible:

I Chronicles 5:22: "Many fell dead, because the war was God's."
II Chronicles 11:4: "Thus says the LORD: 'You [men of Judah] shall not go up or
fight against your brethren! Let every man return to his house, for this thing is from
Me.'"
II Chronicles 24:24: "For the army of the Syrians came with a small company of
men; but the LORD delivered a very great [Israelite] army into their hand, because
they had forsaken the LORD God of their fathers."

This is not to say that God has brought about every war or every scattering or directly
intervened to stop every threatened war that was averted during man's history.
However, the Bible's record is clear: He acts when the occasion fits His will. God's direct
activity regarding His purpose and plans must be considered because His Word
declares that He is directly involved in the lives of His people. He makes events happen
so He can form and shape His people into His image. God is not a mere spectator
viewing our lives.

— John W. Ritenbaugh

To learn more, see:
The Sovereignty of God and Human Responsibility: Part Eleven

Related Topics:
Free Moral Agency
God's Involvement
God's Maintenance
God's Sovereignty
War
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