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  Genesis 18:20-21
(20) And the LORD said, "Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is
great, and because their sin is very grave, (21) I will go down now and see whether
they have done altogether according to the outcry against it that has come to Me;
and if not, I will know."
New King James Version   

We live in a land today where sin is discussed and displayed daily. Some of our own
major cities could easily compare to Sodom or Gomorrah because of their blatant
depravity. Even some of our smaller cities and towns have homosexual mayors and
commissioners who flaunt their perversions in public. "Gay rights" is a major social
concern to those who practice such degeneracy.

Though sexual corruption is the sin most associated with Sodom, the people of that city
displayed other evil traits. Ezekiel 16:49-50 lists some of their other sins:

Look, this is the iniquity of your sister Sodom: She and her daughters had
pride, fullness of food, and abundance of idleness; neither did she
strengthen the hand of the poor and needy. And they were haughty and
committed abomination before Me; therefore I took them away as I saw fit.

The Sodomites also resorted to violence quickly when they were crossed. In a
December 3, 1995, article in The Charlotte Observer, Linnet Myers reported:

Within the Western industrialized world, the United States not only is the
undisputed leader in murder, but in rape as well.

According to the International Criminal Police Organization's 1990 statistics,
England reported 6.7 rapes per 100,000 population; France, 8.1; the
Netherlands, 8.9; Switzerland, 6.2; Germany, 8.2; Poland, 5.9.
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The United States reported 41.2.

Former Secretary of Education William J. Bennett, author of the popular Book of Virtues,
spoke of other shameful categories in which the U.S. leads the world:

But, during the same thirty-year period [1960-1990], there was a 560 percent
increase in violent crime; more than a 400 percent increase in illegitimate
births; a quadrupling of divorces; a tripling of the percentage of children living
in single-parent homes; more than a 200 percent increase in the teenage
suicide rate; and a drop of 75 points in the average SAT scores of high
school students. . . .

Consider, too, where the United States ranks in comparison with the rest of
the industrialized world. We are at, or near, the top in rates of abortions,
divorces, and unwed births. We lead the industrialized world in murder, rape,
and violent crime. (Imprimis, November 1995, p. 3)

Our society is certainly similar to the one into which Lot led his family. In his selfishness
and greed, he purposely chose to expose his children and servants to the depravity of
Sodom where Satan lay in wait like a hungry lion (I Peter 5:8). We, already living in
Satan's world, are commanded, "Come out of her, my people, lest you share in her sins,
and lest you receive of her plagues" (Revelation 18:4). God wants us to make strides to
overcome the ungodly practices that we have absorbed from "this present evil world" (
Galatians 1:4, KJV).

— Ted E. Bowling

To learn more, see:
Remember Lot's Wife
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Sodom and Gomorrah
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