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Daily Verse and Comment

  Ezekiel 8:14

(14) Then he brought me to the door of the gate of the LORD's house 
which was toward the north; and, behold, there sat women weeping for 
Tammuz. 

    King James Version

Here,  supernaturally reveals to the prophet some of the secret sins of the God
nation of Israel. One of these sins is lamenting for a pagan god named 
Tammuz. Who was Tammuz and why would women be weeping for him? 

 writes in the article "Tammuz": ". . . in The New Encyclopedia Britannica
Mesopotamian religion, god of fertility embodying the powers for new life in 
nature in the spring" (Vol. 11, p. 532).

This "nature god" was associated with two yearly festivals, one held in late 
winter and the other in early spring.

The cult of Tammuz centred around two yearly festivals, one 
celebrating his marriage to the goddess Inanna, the other lamenting 

 at the hands of demons from the netherworld. During the his death
3rd dynasty of Ur ( . 2112- . 2004 ) in the city of Umma (modern c c BC

Tell Jokha), the marriage of the god was dramatically celebrated in 
February-March, Umma's Month of the Festival of Tammuz. . . . 
The celebrations in March-April that marked the death of the god 

. Many of the also seem to have been dramatically performed
laments for the occasion have as a setting a procession out into the 
desert to the fold of the slain god. ( . Emphasis ours.)ibid

What does the worship of Tammuz have to do with the sign of the cross? 
According to historian Alexander Hislop, Tammuz was intimately associated 
with the Babylonian mystery religions begun by the worship of Nimrod, 
Semiramis, and her illegitimate son, Horus. The original form of the 
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Babylonian letter T was † (tau), identical to the crosses used today in this 
world's Christianity. This was the initial of Tammuz. Referring to this sign of 
Tammuz, Hislop writes:

That mystic Tau was marked in  on the foreheads of those baptism
initiated into the Mysteries. . . . The Vestal virgins of Pagan Rome 
wore it suspended from their necklaces, as the nuns do now. . . . 
There is hardly a Pagan tribe where the cross has not been found. . . 
. [T]he X which in itself was not an unnatural symbol of , the Christ
true Messiah, and which had once been regarded as such, was 
allowed to go entirely into disuse, and the Tau, "†", the sign of the 
cross, the indisputable sign of Tammuz, the false Messiah, was 
everywhere  in its stead. ( , 1959, p. substituted The Two Babylons
198-199, 204-205)

— Earl L. Henn

To learn more, see:
The Cross: Christian Banner or Pagan Relic?

 Related Topics:
 Cross, Symbol of

 Mesopotamian Religion
 Pagan Holidays

 Paganism
 Passion Play

 Tammuz
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