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Luke 21:35-36

(35) For it will come upon all those who live on the face of the whole
earth. (36) Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to
escape all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to stand
before the Son of Man."

New International Version

Jesusis not saying we should always pray, "Father, save me!" That would be
self-centered. He says, "Develop this beautiful relationship with God that
I've made possible for you. Remain in contact with Him."

Our prayers need to take on the quality of communication that is the ideal
when a man and awoman date toward marriage. On the first date, they may
not know much about each other, but with further contact their knowledge of
each other grows. In talking back and forth, the relationship develops. They
discover common interests. They find each other attractive and fascinating.
As events progress, they work to improve the relationship so that they can
eventually marry, continuing the relationship with greater intimacy, pleasure,
and productivity. God desires this kind of relationship with His people.

Jesus Christ warns that the same factor that ruins amarriage - if one or the
other begins to find another more attractive - can ruin this relationship with
God. In these perilous times, divorce claims roughly 50 percent of marriages.
An ingtitution that God intends to be very beautiful is destroyed because a
love of abeautiful relationship is not paired with alove of righteousness.
The world has successfully squeezed the couple into its mold. Though it may
have begun beautifully, the relationship has a horrible ending.

God intends prayer to be communication with Him to develop a beautiful
relationship begun through the acceptance of Christ's sacrifice. As a product
of keeping the relationship alive, we show our commitment by keeping our
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appointments with Him, upholding the vow we made at baptism, keeping His
commandments, showing we are trustworthy by overcoming our sins,

While we work on this relationship, we are watching! We are on guard. We
are dert, like asoldier on guard duty, making sure that what we hold to be
beautiful is not destroyed. |magine what would happen if aguard, while
pacing at his post, was attracted by something to one side. If he goes over to
Inspect it, the enemy attacks! Babylon employs exactly the same strategy.
And sadly, the duped guard exactly depicts a Laodicean, who gets distracted
by desirable things. The rudiments of the cause of this distraction are
Illustrated in Luke 21. A Laodicean islulled into a spiritual complacency and
apathy by the attractiveness of the world. That is Christ's warning - stay

alert, be on guard, and pray!

— John W. Ritenbaugh

Tolearn more, see:
TheWorld, the Church, and L aodiceanism
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