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  Matthew 23:23
(23) "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay tithe of mint and
anise and cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and
mercy and faith. These you ought to have done, without leaving the others undone.
New King James Version   

The Greek word for "faith" can also be translated "fidelity," as it is in Titus 2:10. To
understand what the scribes and Pharisees lacked, we need to examine fidelity along
with the traditional definition of faith.

Fidelity, as defined by Webster, is "the quality of being faithful, accuracy in details,
exactness." The dictionary adds an interesting modern analogy to explain fidelity: "the
degree to which an electronic device (as a record player, radio or television) accurately
reproduces its effect (as sound or picture)."

We know we are to bring "every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ" (II
Corinthians 10:5) and to "let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus" (
Philippians 2:5). John tells us "to walk just as He walked" (I John 2:6). Peter advises,
"Christ . . . [left] us an example, that you should follow His steps" (I Peter 2:21).

Spiritually, fidelity is to reproduce faithfully and exactly the thoughts, attitudes, steps,
and paths of Jesus Christ. The "sounds" our lives make on earth reach heaven either as
the scratchy, tinny, garbled clanging of carnality, or as harmonic, melodious, pleasant
reproductions of Christ in us, the hope of glory.

This is where the Pharisees missed the whole point of the law. They were not like God at
all! They were so busy with their little "additions to make it better," they forgot how to
treat each other. This is a great danger facing the church today. We can focus so
intently on a specific point of doctrine—thecalendar, divorce and remarriage, or church
government—that we forget that God bases our judgment on how we treat others (
Matthew 25:34-46). Christ went about doing good (Acts 10:38). He showed compassion,
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healed, helped, and set a righteous example in all His activities. He never once
gossiped, slandered, or verbally abused anyone. While correct teaching is of extreme
importance (II John 10), living it is of even greater importance because doers will be
justified, not hearers only (Romans 2:13; James 1:22-25).

The "sounds" the scribes and Pharisees produced were low fidelity, unrecognizable to
God in the intent of His law. When God hears our voices, does it sound to Him just like
Christ did? Because we are still alive, we are better off than the Pharisees. We still have
opportunity to learn to think and act like Christ, to work on reacting to wrongs and
persecution—deservedor undeserved—justas He would. We have time to grow in saying
just the right thing at the right time to help, encourage, inspire, or guide others.

James 3:9 says we bless God and curse men made in His likeness; we respect God but
not His creation. James shows this is a contradiction and wrong. Disrespecting God's
creation is disrespecting Him. He expects high fidelity from us in what we say—"pure,. . .
peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and
without hypocrisy" (verse 17). He will not listen to what is "earthly, sensual, demonic.
For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing will be there"
(verses 15-16).

Fidelity is the kind of faith mentioned in James 2:14-26. Just "believing" or blindly trusting
that we are qualified to enter God's Kingdom is not sufficient. Christ must see Himself in
us. Faith without works is dead, so we show real faith by our actions (verses 17-18).
Even the demons "believe" God exists—andthey tremble in fear (verse 19), but they are
unwilling to think like Him, talk like Him, live like Him. Theirs is a dead faith. We are to
show our faith by our works, by walking exactly as He walked, by our "fidelity."

— Staff

To learn more, see:
The Weightier Matters (Part 4) : Faith and Fidelity

Related Topics:
Bridge between Tables of the Law
Faithfulness
Faithlessness
Fidelity
Imitating Christ
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Mind of Christ
Walk the Walk
Walk with God
Walking with Christ
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