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  Romans 12:3-8
(3) For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to
think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has
dealt to each one a measure of faith. (4) For as we have many members in one
body, but all the members do not have the same function, (5) so we, being many,
are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another. (6) Having then
gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy,
let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; (7) or ministry, let us use it in our
ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; (8) he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who
gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with
cheerfulness.
New King James Version   

These six verses are all tied together by humility—thatone should not think of himself
more highly than he ought. God has put us each in the body as it pleases Him, so we
should not think that we, as, say, the toe are better than the knee because the toe
cannot do the knee's job. God thinks of the toe just as highly as He does of the knee,
but if He has put us as a toe, why not in faith do the job of a toe because that is what
God wants us to be? If He had wanted us to be a knee, He would have put you in the
body as a knee, but He made us to be a toe, so be happy as a toe! Do a toe's work in
faith!

Paul tells us to think soberly, logically, seriously, that as God has dealt to each a
measure of faith, that we in faith can consider our place in the church and deal with it.
So, whatever we are to do, do it! Do it with all the gifts and skills that God has given—but
do not try to do another's job. It is his job to do diligently, not ours. God put us in the
body to do a specific job, our job not his, otherwise He would have given us his job!

If we have been given the job to exhort, then we should exhort. If it is our job to minister
and serve others, serve—butdo not take another's job to prophesy. Paul is saying, "In
lowliness of mind, be content where you are, because obviously God has put you there
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for a reason. If you do the job that God has given to you, you are fulfilling His will." The
church, then, can be united because the members are not competing over each other's
responsibilities.

— Richard T. Ritenbaugh

To learn more, see:
Psalm 133
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