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  1 Corinthians 4:1-5
(1) So then, let every man regard us as ministers of Christ and stewards of the
mysteries of God. (2) Beyond that, it is required of stewards that one be found
faithful. (3) But to me it is an insignificant matter that I am judged by you, or by
man's standard; and neither do I judge myself. (4) Now I am not conscious of
anything against myself, yet I am not justified by this; for the One Who is judging me
is the Lord. (5) Therefore, do not judge anything before the time; wait until the Lord
comes, Who will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest
the motives of all hearts; and then shall each one receive praise from God.
A Faithful Version   

Paul, embroiled in a situation where he was being judged for the way he conducted his
affairs as God's apostle, gives some excellent advice. Passing judgment on someone
based on our narrow perspective and subjectivity is an exercise in futility and vain, with
nothing of spiritual value to be gained from it. That is why God does not want us doing it.
Its prime motivator is to elevate (cf. verse 6) or justify the self.

Paul did not even pass judgment on himself! He certainly examined himself because he
wrote to this same church, "Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Prove
yourselves" (II Corinthians 13:5). Then why did he say he did not judge himself?
Because we all are saved by grace through faith. We certainly are not saved by our own
favorable judgment of our conduct. Though he could find nothing wrong with his conduct
in this situation, he still would not step into Christ's area of authority as Judge. Even his
blamelessness did not justify him.

Many things we judge in others are trivial and sometimes extremely "picky." Many
situations do not involve sin at all but simply different ways of doing things. We tend to
pounce on situations or characteristics that will hardly mean a thing a year from
now—andcertainly will matter nothing in a thousand years. There may be nothing wrong
with pointing them out to someone concerned, but why focus on them to the point we
pass judgment on the person?
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— John W. Ritenbaugh

To learn more, see:
Judging Our Brothers

Related Topics:
Judging
Judging Others
Judging Ourselves
Judging Self
Judgment
Judgment, Distorted
Self Evaluation
Self Examination
Self Judgment
Usurping God's Authority
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