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  Ezekiel 22:25-30
(25) The conspiracy of her prophets in her midst is like a roaring lion tearing the
prey; they have devoured people; they have taken treasure and precious things;
they have made many widows in her midst. (26) Her priests have violated My law
and profaned My holy things; they have not distinguished between the holy and
unholy, nor have they made known the difference between the unclean and the
clean; and they have hidden their eyes from My Sabbaths, so that I am profaned
among them. (27) Her princes in her midst are like wolves tearing the prey, to shed
blood, to destroy people, and to get dishonest gain. (28) Her prophets plastered
them with untempered mortar, seeing false visions, and divining lies for them,
saying, "Thus says the Lord GOD," when the LORD had not spoken. (29) The
people of the land have used oppressions, committed robbery, and mistreated the
poor and needy; and they wrongfully oppress the stranger. (30) So I sought for a
man among them who would make a wall, and stand in the gap before Me on behalf
of the land, that I should not destroy it; but I found no one.
New King James Version   

Do we have a wall to keep the enemies of God's way out of our lives and homes? Have
we set boundaries against the world, or have we torn down the wall? If we have a wall,
are we leaving the gates open and unguarded? Are we willing to fight to defend our
families and our church? Or do we just let the enemy stream in unchallenged? Are we
willing to stand up to the world?

This particular wall is not one of brick and stone, but a spiritual wall anchored by God,
designed to keep spiritual problems out. I Timothy 5:8 says that if we fail to provide for
the needs of our loved ones—bothphysically and spiritually—weare worse than an
unbeliever! Have we done anything to protect our families—orhas worldliness hurdled
our puny walls, totally pervading every aspect of our lives?

Satan hates walls. "Let's all be one happy family," he whispers in our ears. "Walls are
for the immature. You're spiritually mature now, so you can handle immorality without a
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problem." Do not fall for this line.

God Himself teaches us through His example to erect impregnable bulwarks against
Satan. He placed cherubim with flaming swords at the entrance to the Garden of Eden to
guard the way to the tree of life (Genesis 3:24), and even New Jerusalem will have
towering walls and gates (Revelation 21:12, 14). In type, the church is to be a wall (Song
of Songs 8:10), within which peace dwells and righteousness flourishes.

God supplies this spiritual wall to those who seek His Way, His providence, and His will.
The work of rebuilding our personal wall is the effort we put into seeking a strong
relationship with Him, and He then provides the defenses for us. God becomes our wall.

God puts a wall around His people to keep Satan at bay, as in the example of Job.
Satan complains, "Have You not made a hedge [wall] around him, around his
household, and around all that he has on every side?" (Job 1:10). Only after God
removed the wall could Satan attack Job—andhe wasted no time doing so! Surely, we
see the lesson in this.

If we reject God, break down the wall or neglect our relationship with Him, what
happens? "[W]hoever breaks through a wall will be bitten by a serpent" (Ecclesiastes
10:8). The Bible depicts Satan as a serpent. Many of our brethren have allowed their
walls to crumble, and Satan has struck.

Sometimes God Himself tears down our walls because of our sins (Isaiah 5:4-5). As Paul
puts it, He delivers us to Satan for the destruction of our flesh in the hope we will repent (I
Corinthians 5:5). The surest way to restore the wall is through sincere and complete
repentance. Playing at the repair job, daubing bits of untempered mortar here and there,
will only increase God's wrath (Ezekiel 13:8-16). Such a wall, lacking God, gives the
impression of security but crumbles at the smallest enemy strike. We must be totally
committed to restoring our neglected relationship with God, thus restoring God's
presence as the wall.

— Staff

To learn more, see:
Rebuilding the Wall
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Hedge
Relationship with God
Repairer of Breaches
Repentance
Serpent
Spiritual Wall
Worldliness
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