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2 Timothy 2:15-18

(15) Bediligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does
not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. (16) But shun
profane and idle babblings, for they will increase to more ungodliness.
(17) And their message will spread like cancer. Hymenaeus and Philetus
are of this sort, (18) who have strayed concerning the truth, saying that
the resurrection is aready past; and they overthrow the faith of some.

New King James Version

In this era of the church, the one that we are living in, we have our own
problems with certain doctrinal matters. The first century also had problems
with certain doctrines that they had to deal with. The very first bridge that
they had to cross had to do with justification—justification by faith in the
blood of Jesus Christ.

Thiswas a new concept, which is why God commissioned the apostle Paul
to write so much about justification by faith—not by works, not by earning
justification, but by faith in what God said and what Jesus Christ did. This
doctrinal instruction takes up much of the books of Romans and Galatians.

The second bridge they had to cross was law and grace. Even today, people
like to separate the two, asif a Christian cannot believe in law and grace at
the same time. The apostles had to convince the people that law and grace
are not opposed to one another, but work in harmony to complete the process
of justification and then sanctification. God not only forgives us, but He also
gives us gifts by His Spirit by which we can be sanctified unto holiness, the
middle part of the process of salvation, which absolutely cannot be left out.

The third thing is the second coming of Christ. Astime passed, the pressure
mounted and the return of Jesus Christ became increasingly important in the
minds of people. It naturally led people to believe that they had plenty of
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time to overcome, and it seemed to work to cast them adrift. Thisiswhy
Paul says that the Hebrews were neglecting their salvation.

In Matthew 24:42, we find that Jesus anticipated this. He really understood
human nature. Incidentally, do you want to know what it is that causes
people to go to sleep spiritually, so that you can be aware? It isnot a hard
principle at al to understand. It is having to face so many difficulties, so
many pressures, that one becomes weary with facing them. Thisisa
simplification, but it is true. When people have to face so many stresses, they
become apathetic and say, "What's the use?' We need to stir ourselves up
and recognize that this can happen to us.

— John W. Ritenbaugh
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