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  Proverbs 16:19
(19) Better to be of a humble spirit with the lowly,
Than to divide the spoil with the proud.

New King James Version   

In 1621, Robert Burton wrote in his The Anatomy of Melancholy, "They are proud in
humility; proud in that they are not proud." How carnal men are to twist virtue into sin! It is
enough to make us suspicious when we come across a "humble" person.

We have undoubtedly crossed paths with those who were so proud that they oozed with
false humility. Many religious leaders in the world today openly appear this way, as they
wax eloquent on their televised evangelical programs. Authors have written dozens of
books and Hollywood has produced many movies to expose the hypocrisy of such
individuals.

Uncountable numbers of both religious and secular leaders have risen to power on the
banner of humility. Feigning an image of heartfelt concern for those who can help place
them in the limelight, they glow with an air of counterfeit humility. Eventually, this
hypocritical image always becomes apparent, just as our sins expose us in due time (
Numbers 32:23). The sin of pride is no different.

Of the many things that people have written on humility, as much as one-third refers to
false humility. For instance, the French moralist La Rochefoucald wrote in Maxims in
1665: "Humility is often only feigned submission which people use to render others
submissive. It is a subterfuge of pride which lowers itself in order to rise."

— Martin G. Collins

To learn more, see:
Before Honor Is Humility: The Story of Andrew
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Related Topics:
False Humility
Humility
Hypocrisy
Pride

Commentary copyright © 1992-2016 Church of the Great God
New King James Version copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc.

http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/77/False-Humility.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/204/Humility.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/516/Hypocrisy.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/235/Pride.htm
http://www.cgg.org
http://www.cgg.org/r/?s=ZscHgE3

	  
	verse

