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  Matthew 22:37
(37) Jesus said to him, "'You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with
all your soul, and with all your mind.'
New King James Version   

Jesus expands the first commandment in what is called the great commandment of the
law. Among all the things in our lives that we are to devote to God, this leaves very little
out! It impacts on every facet of our lives. What can we do that does not involve our very
life, emotions, and intellect?

This commandment, therefore, involves the fear, service, obedience, and worship of the
great God who is the Creator. The dictionary definition of worship says it involves intense
admiration, adoration, honor, and devotion to someone or something. Practically,
worship is our response to our god.

If we respect someone greatly, does not our respect cause us to behave differently
because of him? If we know he will be in our area, do we not try to spend some time
with him or at least see him? Maybe we plan to give him a gift. If we know his habits, do
we not try to emulate him, such as copying his manner of dress or his speech? When
we are in his company and he suggests we do something, are we not moved to comply?

In Western civilization, people and institutions reach heights of admiration that drive
some to do all sorts of unusual things. Teens, mothers, and even grandmothers will
swoon over a crooning singer. Fans will practically tear the clothing from a rock star.
Boys and men idolize athletic heroes. At political conventions, grown adults will act like
mindless fools in behalf of their candidate.

It is this principle that is involved in keeping the first commandment. The respect and
response we give to men, things, or the self should be given to God. Do we devote as
much time, concern, or effort in admiring God's great abilities as Creator as we do some
human performer? God created the potential for the abilities and beauty we may admire
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in humans. His abilities are far greater!

— John W. Ritenbaugh

To learn more, see:
The First Commandment (1997)
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