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Daily Verse and Comment

  Deuteronomy 14:22-27

(22) Be sure to set aside a tenth of all that your fields produce each year. 
(23) Eat the tithe of your grain, new wine and oil, and the firstborn of 
your herds and flocks in the presence of the LORD your God at the place 
he will choose as a dwelling for his Name, so that you may learn to 
revere the LORD your God always. (24) But if that place is too distant 
and you have been blessed by the LORD your God and cannot carry your 
tithe (because the place where the LORD will choose to put his Name is 
so far away), (25) then exchange your tithe for silver, and take the silver 
with you and go to the place the LORD your God will choose. (26) Use 
the silver to buy whatever you like: cattle, sheep, wine or other fermented 
drink, or anything you wish. Then you and your household shall eat there 
in the presence of the LORD your God and rejoice. (27) And do not 
neglect the Levites living in your towns, for they have no allotment or 
inheritance of their own. 

    New International Version

Instructions for the second tithe are found in this passage. Included here is 
the command to "truly [fully] tithe all the increase of your grain that the field 
produces year by year" (verse 22). This is the tithe we are to save for 
ourselves for use during God's Feasts throughout the year, not the same tithe 
that was given to the Levites.

Note here that a full tithe is to be set aside for this purpose only. Over the 
years some have invested their second tithe in projects that have failed; this 
is a wrong use of this money. It is not to be set aside as venture capital, but 
as money to be used to enjoy God's festivals.

Some have erroneously thought that if they saved just enough to attend the 
Feast, they were fulfilling God's requirement. Again, this is not correct, for 

 wants us to save a full tithe to "spend on whatever your heart desires . . . God
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before the L  your God, and you shall rejoice, you and your household" ORD

(verse 26).

Also, spending second tithe for any other purpose than for keeping the Feasts 
is wrong. It actually harms our relationship with our Creator. We destroy 
character through disobedience and fail to learn the important lessons 
contained in the saving and use of this second tithe.

— John O. Reid

To learn more, see:
Tithing: God's Financial System
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