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  Judges 2:11-15

(11) And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD, and 
served Baalim: (12) And they forsook the LORD God of their fathers, 
which brought them out of the land of Egypt, and followed other gods, of 
the gods of the people that were round about them, and bowed 
themselves unto them, and provoked the LORD to anger. (13) And they 
forsook the LORD, and served Baal and Ashtaroth. (14) And the anger of 
the LORD was hot against Israel, and he delivered them into the hands of 
spoilers that spoiled them, and he sold them into the hands of their 
enemies round about, so that they could not any longer stand before their 
enemies. (15) Whithersoever they went out, the hand of the LORD was 
against them for evil, as the LORD had said, and as the LORD had sworn 
unto them: and they were greatly distressed. 

    King James Version

Forms of the situation described here appear frequently in the history of 
Israel's relationship with . Several hundred years after this, God inspired God
Isaiah to write, "Woe to Assyria, the rod of My anger and the staff in whose 
hand is My indignation. I will send him against an ungodly nation, and 
against the people of My wrath I will give him charge, to seize the spoil, to 
take the prey, and to tread them down like the mire of the streets" (Isaiah 10:

). This can only mean that God inspires and empowers the Assyrian 5-6
nation to punish the  for their flagrant disobediences.nations of Israel

Such punishment precipitated Israel being scattered, taken into captivity into 
foreign lands, and losing their homeland, to which they have never returned. 
God remarks in , after providing a long list of Israel's sins, II Kings 17:18
"Therefore the Lord was very angry with Israel, and removed them from His 
sight; there was none left but the tribe of Judah alone."
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However, the tribe of Judah was hardly better than Israel, as  II Kings 17:19
states: "Also Judah did not keep the commandments of the Lord their God, 
but walked in the statutes of Israel which they made." The result was similar 
to Israel's, for in  God carried out His threats of punishment II Kings 24:2-4
against Judah too:

And the Lord sent against [Jehoiakim] raiding bands of Chaldeans, 
bands of Syrians, bands of Moabites, and bands of the people of 
Ammon; He sent them against Judah to destroy it, according to the 
word of the Lord which He had spoken by His servants the 
prophets. Surely at the commandment of the Lord this came upon 
Judah, to remove them from His sight because of the sins of 
Manasseh, according to all that he had done, and because of the 
innocent blood that he had shed; for he had filled Jerusalem with 
innocent blood; which the Lord would not pardon.

Much negative, indeed inflammatory commentary, arose in America's 
newspapers and radio and television programs when some suggested that we 
are not as innocent as we like to think we are and that we must consider the 
attacks of September 11 to be a judgment from God and . The fact repent
remains that, long before the attacks occurred, critics of American morality—
Americans themselves—have been calling upon their fellow citizens to 
change their immoral ways. The attacks and a wave of sympathy for the grief 
of those directly impacted by them, as well as a sudden spurt of patriotism, 
changed the way people heard these messages. Before, they just tuned them 
out. After all, the messages were not for them but for others because they 
considered themselves to be okay. Afterward, however, the sense of being 

 of a sneaky and undeserved attack made the hearers feel innocent victims
that the messages were demeaning and insulting. But were they true?

In addition to the undisputed fact of God's sovereignty over Israel, ample 
additional evidence exists to show that He exercises equal dominion over the 
other nations of . He determines their rise and fall and the times of the world
dominance of every nation. Clearly, God judges the inhabitants of His 
creation, and His judgments are not limited to Israel or to "biblical times." 
God lives and He always rules and judges—just as surely today as He did 
thousands of years ago. Since the One who judged during Old Testament 
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times is the same One who judges today, we can be certain that He uses the 
same standards now that He did then. His laws, which define His standards 
of morality, have not changed one iota.  emphatically asserts in the Jesus

 that we should not think that He came to destroy the Sermon on the Mount
law or the prophets ( ). Indeed,  proclaims, "I am Matthew 5:17 Malachi 3:6
the Lord, I do not change," while  says that Jesus "is the same Hebrews 13:8
yesterday, today, and forever."

Is God to blame because He exercises His authority, punishing to maintain 
order and to continue the advancement of His purpose in His creation? Who 
sins and brings upon themselves the necessity of punishment? God does not 

, men do. If God does not punish for sin, then righteousness loses all sin
meaning. Life will soon become a violent free-for-all ( ). Ecclesiastes 8:11
The Bible makes it clear that human nature is violently evil, and when left 
unchecked as it was before the Flood, it will reproduce similar conditions (

). Indeed, God forecasts that exactly those conditions will face Genesis 6:5
those living just before Christ's return ( ). Every indication is Matthew 24:37
that we live during that time now.

The Bible prophesies scores of horrific punishments: epidemics of incurable 
diseases; wars; fires burning fields, forests, and homes; earthquakes; 
famines; floods from raging seas; violent weather patterns; and infestations 
of insects and wild animals. All of these occur as punishments for sin as God 
exacts His vengeance on "those who destroy the earth" ( ). Revelation 11:18
"Earth" here represents all aspects of His creation—including man—which 
He created for man.

God is most certainly not to blame if He reacts in accordance with what He 
has told man He will do. Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 28 establish that, if 
one does well, God will bless him. Conversely, God strongly warns that, if 
one does not do well, He will surely punish him. Though not to blame 
because His sins did not cause these tragedies, He is responsible for them 
because He at least allowed them to occur. He may even have inspired them 
to occur and oversaw events so that they would.

— John W. Ritenbaugh
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To learn more, see:
Is God to Blame?

 Related Topics:
 Assyria

 Blaming God
 Captivity

 God's Judgment
 God's Justice

 God's Punishment
 God's Sovereignty
 Israel's Destruction
 Israel's Immorality
 Israel's Punishment

 Punishment
 Scattering
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