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  Isaiah 55:1-3
(1) "Ho! Everyone who thirsts,
Come to the waters;
And you who have no money,
Come, buy and eat.
Yes, come, buy wine and milk
Without money and without price.
(2) Why do you spend money for what is not bread,
And your wages for what does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good,
And let your soul delight itself in abundance.
(3) Incline your ear, and come to Me.
Hear, and your soul shall live;
And I will make an everlasting covenant with you—
The sure mercies of David.

New King James Version   

Remember who is saying this and to whom. Jesus Christ, the God of the Old Testament
and our Savior is speaking, not to the world in general as some may think, but to all
those who have made the covenant with God.

Under the Old Covenant, this includes Israel and Judah, and under the New Covenant,
the church. Verse 1 essentially invites us to come and eat freely, that is, without
restriction, because all that He offers is good to eat. However, the English translation
hides a tone of pity. In Hebrew, it pleads for us to take advantage of what God has
made readily available. It bears a pleading tone because suffering and discouraged
people seem to be doing all but the right things to help them overcome their difficulties.
These people are "spinning their wheels" in their preoccupation with Babylon, a type of
the world.
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By contrast, the tone of verse 2 is mildly chiding as well as urgently warning. It
admonishes against spiritual foods that indeed may make one feel "full" but really do not
nourish the spiritual life's genuine needs. Eventually, one feels that something is
missing. Our Savior does not argue but asks, "Does all this really satisfy you? Is this the
end to which you are called? Is this what life is all about?" He implies that those He has
invited will have to choose to change their spiritual diet. Then He urges us to listen
carefully. It is almost as if He says, "Listen! Listen!"

He then exhorts us to eat what is good, that is, what He has specifically made for this
purpose. In verse 3, His admonishment becomes abundantly clear when He says,
"Come to Me [and] hear." What comes from Christ truly nourishes, satisfies, and
produces spiritual strength and richness, fortifying the spiritual wall that protects us from
falling away.

— John W. Ritenbaugh

To learn more, see:
Eating: How Good It Is! (Part Seven)

Related Topics:
Assimilation/ Feeding Process
Eating
Eating as Metaphor
Hearing
Hearing God's Word
Listening
Spiritual Diet
Spiritual Food
Spiritual Hunger
Spiritual Junk Food
Spiritual Nourishment
Spiritual Wall

Commentary copyright © 1992-2016 Church of the Great God
New King James Version copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc.

http://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Library.sr/CT/PERSONAL/k/208/Eating-How-Good-Is-Part-Seven.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/2295/Assimilation/-Feeding-Process.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/1690/Eating.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/1890/Eating-as-Metaphor.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/191/Hearing.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/1134/Hearing-Gods-Word.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/190/Listening.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/1573/Spiritual-Diet.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/396/Spiritual-Food.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/975/Spiritual-Hunger.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/1996/Spiritual-Junk-Food.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/2292/Spiritual-Nourishment.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/2420/Spiritual-Wall.htm
http://www.cgg.org
http://www.cgg.org/r/?s=ZscHgE3

	  

