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John 13:14

(14) Therefore, if 1, the Lord and the Teacher, have washed your feet,
you also are duty-bound to wash one another's feet;

A Faithful Version

The common explanation for thisis that it teaches us to learn humility by
doing good for others, by doing acts of service or kindness for our brethren.
Thisis certainly agood lesson that we can take from Christ's example, but
we can perhaps derive another from it.

In John's account, what did Jesus suggest that the washing of feet
symbolized? He tells Peter that the washing of his feet symbolizes
forgiveness of hissin to return himto a"clean" relationship with God. It is
only logical to deduce that God expects nothing less from usin response to
the sins of our brethren. In the section of the Sermon on the Mount on
prayer, Jesus says. "For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly
Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their trespasses,
neither will your Father forgive your trespasses' (Matthew 6:14-15).

No doubt, God puts avery great emphasis on our relationships since our
lives are to reflect His character. If we have begun to "put on Christ" (
Galatians 3:27), would we be a good example of Hislove for usif we held
grudges, hated our brother, or would not forgive another? Obviously, no.
Putting on Christ demands that we "put off" these carnal destroyers of
relationships and replace them with Christian virtues.

Peter asks Christ, "Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and |
forgive him? Up to seven times?' (Matthew 18:21). Christ's answer should
give us a clue to how He feels about thisissue. Peter had ventured a number

Page 1 of 3


https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/26645/eVerseID/26645
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/article/id/259/the-fruit-of-spirit-kindness.htm
https://www.biblicaljesus.org/
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/article/id/489/what-sin-is-does.htm
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/booklet/id/421/god-is-what.htm
https://www.biblicaljesus.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/basics.tour/ID/9/Sermon.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/23297/eVerseID/23298
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/29130/eVerseID/29130
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/23749/eVerseID/23749

The Berean: Daily Verse and Commentary for John 13:14 (https.//www.
theberean.org)

he thought would be sufficient to establish his forbearance. Christ, though,
pulls out al the stops, telling him that there isno set limit: "l do not say to
you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven" (verse 22). We are
indeed fortunate and can be thankful that same unlimited forgiveness applies
to us when we need God's mercy.

The following verses, Matthew 18:23-35, is the Parable of the Unforgiving
Servant. The servant was deeply in debt to his master, and when he sought
relief, his master forgave him his gargantuan debt. Then the tables turn.
Another man owed him a small amount and could not repay it. Instead of
following his master's example, the servant forgot the mercy he had just
received and had the man thrown into prison!

Verses 34-35 sum up the story: "And his master was angry, and delivered
him to the torturers until he should pay all that was due to him. So My
heavenly Father will do to you if each of you, from his heart, does not
forgive his brother his trespasses." The language Christ uses leaves little
room for exclusions. He Himself, in the agony of crucifixion, says without
reservation, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do" (Luke
23:34). His plea applies, not only to those who cried out for His death and
nailed Him to the stake, but to all, past and future, who would be just as
responsible as they were and need God's forgiveness. That includes
everybody.

— Bill Keesee (1935-2010)

Tolearn more, see;
Another L ook at Footwashing

Related Topics:
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Putting on Christ
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