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  Luke 15:13-17
(13) And not many days after, the younger son gathered everything together and
departed into a distant country. And there he wasted all his substance, living in
debauchery. (14) But after he had spent everything, there arose a severe famine
throughout that country, and he began to be in need. (15) Then he went and hired
himself out to one of the citizens of that country, and he sent him into his fields to
feed swine. (16) And he was longing to fill his stomach with the husks that the swine
were eating, but no one gave anything to him. (17) And when he came to himself,
he said, 'How many of my father's hired servants have an abundance of bread, and
I am dying of hunger?
A Faithful Version   

The question at this point is still, "How are we trying to find satisfaction in life?" We could
reword it, "How are we trying to find love, joy, and peace?" The Parable of the Prodigal
Son touches on this issue.

Like the young man, we yearn for a feeling of well-being, peace, security, fun, and
happiness. Also like him, we pursue after them, attempting to produce them in virtually
every way but the Father's way. We, like him, experience the same empty, hollow,
something-is-missing feelings.

Some may remember a popular song of a few decades ago sung by Peggy Lee titled "Is
That All There Is?" The lyrics dealt with this very subject. The singer recounts having
tried so many supposedly exciting and fulfilling things in life yet having found no lasting
satisfaction in any of them. Following each experience, she concludes by asking the
question, "Is that all there is?" The song clearly expresses that such a life is not truly
fulfilling.

What is missing from such a life is the true purpose of life combined with the effort of
fulfilling it by living the required way. The three offerings in Leviticus 1-3—theburnt,
meal, and peace offerings—broadlydefine God's way of life: doing all things within the
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context of His purpose in love. As we have seen, I John 5:3 defines love as keeping the
commandments, and the essence of love is sacrificial giving.

Though without the Spirit of God, some people (psychologists, for instance) have figured
out much of this. The part they have not determined through observing humanity is the
true purpose of life because God has not revealed it to them. They have, however, found
that the essence of love is sacrifice and that doing the right things produces a sense of
well-being.

— John W. Ritenbaugh

To learn more, see:
The Offerings of Leviticus (Part Four): The Peace Offering
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