The Berean: Daily Verse and Commentary for Matthew 6:19-20 (https.//www.
theberean.org)

‘(Tlp‘rnan Daily Verse and Comment

M atthew 6:19-20

(19) “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and
rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; (20) but lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and
where thieves do not break in and stedl.

New King James Version

Houses in the ancient Middle East were frequently made of sun-baked clay
or loose stones. Because of this, thieves found it comparatively easy to dig
through the wall to enter and steal. Thieves represent the ungodly world that
continually seeks to take everything we have and return to us nothing but
trouble (Isaiah 56:10-12; John 10:10). Moths and rust attack consumable
things, but thieves ook to steal enduring treasures for themselves.

All three metaphors, moth, rust and thieves, merge into one lesson: the
futility of an earth-centered life. Taken together, these three stealthy
destroyers demonstrate the folly of amassing earthly goods for their own
sake. If no other destroyers come against us, old age is like a moth that ruins
our beauty and wholeness, disease islike rust that corrodes our bodies, and
death islike athief that breaksin and steals everything we possess. A grim
Spanish proverb says, "There are no pockets in a shroud.” We can take
nothing with us but the character we have built (Ecclesiastes 12:7; Job 32:8).

— Martin G. Collins

Tolearn more, see:
Par able of the Treasure
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Related Topics:
Character

Character, Building
Futility of this World
Moths

Parable of the Treasure
Rust

Thief Imagery
Treasure

Treasure, Searching for
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