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  Luke 18:8
(8) I tell you that He will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man
comes, will He really find faith on the earth?"
New King James Version   

This sobering scripture aims directly at anyone who is left standing, so to speak, at His
coming. Christ looked down through the millennia, and saw us—looked into our
hearts—and wondered, "Where is the faith?"

What faith is Jesus talking about? It cannot be in His existence because even the
demons believe that (James 2:19). Demons also have a great deal of respect for God's
power and sovereignty. What the demons do not believe in is God's love and all that
springs from it. For instance, how could Satan have rebelled if he really believed in
God's love for him? Perhaps the original iniquity found in Satan, the start of all trouble,
was his lack of faith in God's love for him—"forwhatever is not from faith is sin" (Romans
14:23). That faithlessness led to pride and vanity and ultimately to rebellion.

When Christ returns, will He find a people who believe how much God loves them and
therefore will trust in Him no matter what the physical evidence looks like? That is the
faith Christ is talking about in verse 8.

In the preceding verses, Christ contrasts the unjust judge, who could not care less, to
the true God, who could not care or love more. The underlying subject of the parable is
God's faithfulness and love, and Jesus gave it to encourage our faith in the Father's
love.

Then, in verse 8, Christ says, "I tell you that [the Father] will avenge [the elect]
speedily," followed immediately by, "Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He
really find faith on the earth?" A definition for nevertheless is "in spite of that." God will
act speedily in His great love for us, yet in spite of that fact, people in the end time will
still have difficulty believing in the depth of His love.
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Our salvation depends on believing how special we are to God—howmuch He loves us.
Jesus says in verse 1, "Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to
pray and not lose heart." Along with prayer, this parable teaches us about not losing
heart—enduringto the end. Knowing how much God loves us can give us the courage
and hope we need to face and endure what is ahead.

Lamentations 3:21-23 (RSV) tells us what we have to remember and believe if we are to
have the right kind of hope: "But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: The
steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are
new every morning; great is thy faithfulness."

— Pat Higgins

To learn more, see:
Faith to Face Our Trials
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