
  2 Corinthians 4:7-8
(7) But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the power
may be of God and not of us. (8) We are hard-pressed on every side, yet not
crushed; we are perplexed, but not in despair;
New King James Version   

No matter how thoroughly a minister counseled us for baptism or how vividly he warned
us the Christian life might become, very few are dissuaded from being baptized. This is,
of course, good. However, most of us are also full of misplaced confidence. Though
none of us is ever sure of what we will have to experience to be prepared for what God
has in store for us in His Kingdom, we are sure God will be there for us in our times of
trial. He will indeed, but will we be ready to face our discouragement over what we come
to see in ourselves?

As we become educated in God's way, as we grow and become more discerning, sin
becomes more apparent everywhere we look. The discouraging aspect is that the sin is
not necessarily in others but that we see it in ourselves. We may even reach a level of
outright despair because, everywhere we turn, every angle we view ourselves from, we
see "little" deceits. We become aware of envy rising, jealousy, anger, and sometimes
even rage and hatred. We attempt to bottle them up to keep them from breaking out.

Yet, they always seem to be just below the surface, ready to leap out in a foolish act.
Sin is like a cancer, invisible most of the time but silently working to destroy us. Sin
desires to return us to our former state. We may have even imagined that, when we
began to grow in the grace and the knowledge of Jesus Christ, life would become
continually easier - we would grow in holiness, and life would become an unending
pleasure. Too frequently, it seems to work in the opposite direction.

This course, however, is good. First, the older and more mature we become in the faith,
the more of the filthy corruption of sin we can discern. Our discouragement can turn to
thankful encouragement because, even though we perceive the filthy corruption in
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ourselves, our ability to discern it more clearly is evidence of growth.

Second, it is encouraging to understand that for us to overcome sin and grow, we must
first be aware of the corruption.

Third, it is wonderful to understand that our merciful God has covered even all this
accumulated sin that we have been completely unaware of. Christ's blood is sufficient to
cover the sins of the whole world! That we can see more of the evil aspects of human
nature should help us also discern some of the implications of Christ's sacrifice.

Fourth, these things should motivate us to cry out to God, "Your Kingdom come! Your
will be done!" and help us yearn for the time we will be free of the pulls of the flesh.

The removal of ignorance is a wonderfully rewarding gift. Even so, despair sometimes
comes easily because we have allowed ourselves to be deceived into trusting our own
works to keep us in good standing with God. If we fail to conduct ourselves properly
even according to our own standards, it is not difficult to become guilt-ridden and full of
despair.

— John W. Ritenbaugh

To learn more, see:
The Offerings of Leviticus (Part Seven): The Sin and Trespass Offerings
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