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(36) Then one of the Pharisees asked Him to eat with him. And He went
to the Pharisee' s house, and sat down to eat. (37) And behold, awoman
in the city who was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at the table in
the Pharisee’ s house, brought an alabaster flask of fragrant oil, (38) and
stood at His feet behind Him weeping; and she began to wash His feet
with her tears, and wiped them with the hair of her head; and she kissed
His feet and anointed them with the fragrant oil. (39) Now when the
Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he spoke to himself, saying,
“ThisMan, if He were a prophet, would know who and what manner of
woman thisiswho istouching Him, for sheisasinner.” (40) And Jesus
answered and said to him, “Simon, | have something to say to you.” So
he said, “ Teacher, say it.” (41) "There was a certain creditor who had two
debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. (42) And
when they had nothing with which to repay, he freely forgave them both.
Tell Me, therefore, which of them will love him more?' (43) Simon
answered and said, "I suppose the one whom he forgave more." And He
said to him, "Y ou haverightly judged." (44) Then He turned to the
woman and said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? | entered your
house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has washed My feet
with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head. (45) Y ou gave
Me no kiss, but this woman has not ceased to kiss My feet since the time
| camein. (46) Y ou did not anoint My head with oil, but this woman has
anointed My feet with fragrant oil. (47) Therefore | say to you, her sins,
which are many, are forgiven, for she loved much. But to whom littleis
forgiven, the same loves little." (48) Then He said to her, "Your sinsare
forgiven." (49) And those who sat at the table with Him began to say to
themselves, "Who is this who even forgives sins?' (50) Then He said to
the woman, "Y our faith has saved you. Go in peace."
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Simon's pharisaic sensibilities were shocked by the sinner's action (Proverbs
26:12)—and even more by Christ's attitude toward her. He was complacent
and self-absorbed, and his self-righteousness manifested itself in pleasure
with his own "goodness* and "importance” (Isaiah 65:5; |11 Corinthians 10:12
). Although he invited Jesus to eat at his house, it was not to learn from Jesus
or to honor Him, as hislack of effort to supply the traditional courtesy of
water to wash His feet shows. Jesus could have regarded this serious breach
of etiquette as adirect insult.

Simon also shows Jesus no warmth or concern when He arrives at his house;
in that day's culture, a polite kiss was appropriate in greeting. Neither does
he pour oil on Jesus head, another widespread custom among the Jews. The
oil was a sweet or olive oil prepared to give off a pleasant smell, aswell asto
render the hair more smooth and elegant. His negligence of concern toward
Jesus exposed Simon's true spiritual bankruptcy.

— Martin G. Collins

Tolearn more, see:
Par able of the Two Debtors
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