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Titus 1:15-16

(15) Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled and
unbelieving is nothing pure; but even their mind and conscience is
defiled. (16) They profess that they know God; but in works they deny
him, being abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work
reprobate.

King James Version

Do these people have the faith of Jesus Christ, that is, do they believe in and
practice the same things He did? Are they truly walking in His steps? Even
to casual observance, it is obvious they are unwilling to make sacrificesto
practice many of the things He did. Jesus kept the weekly Sabbath and
annual holy days of Leviticus, they do not. Jesus kept Passover; they keep
Easter, which Jesus never did. He never observed a single Halloween or
Christmas, which are never commanded in the Bible and, in fact, are clearly
pagan to the core.

This barely scratches the surface, involving only the more obvious pattern of
works. However, it points to the fact that the verification that one loves God
iIsmoral. God determines the standards of morality, not men who say they
love God yet often ignorantly go their own way in many areas of life.
Without the keeping of the commandments, there is no other means
acceptable to God to identify that we are in union with Him (John 14:15; |
John 2:3-5).

This does not mean that love ends with these works—in fact, just the
opposite. Keeping His commands, which express godly love, only begins the
process. It is by this means that we make our witness to the world. The
apostle John writes, "But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is
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perfected in him. By this we know that we arein Him" (I John 2:5). Thus,
this process also produces the boldness and confidence that enable usto
overcome our anxious fears and conform our lifeto His.

We were created, called, and granted forgiveness upon confession of faith
for this very purpose. In Romans 8:28-30, the apostle Paul confidently
declares:

And we know that all things work together for good to those who
love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. For
whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the
image of His Son, and that He might be the firstborn among many
brethren. Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called,;
whom He called, these He aso justified; and whom He justified,
these He also glorified.

Romans 5:2 reminds us that we rgjoice in hope of the glory of God. Our goal
Is set, but now we learn it is conformity to Christ that leads to glorification.
Justification by itself iswonderful, but it only begins the process.

Can we honestly say that our walk is every bit as pure as Hiswalk? If we are
honest, we freely admit that, in comparison, our walk isirregular,
inconsistent, and sometimes thoroughly misguided. Our actions, reactions,
words, and attitudes are all too often not in accordance with Christ. We take
Him into situations He never would have gotten into Himself. It should be
evident why we need Passover each year. It is comforting and encouraging to
remember God's mercy—that because He sees us as Christ, He gives ustime
to recognize what we are, repent of it, yield, and progressively conform to
His Son'simage.

The days of sacrificing are most assuredly not over—only what is sacrificed
has changed. No longer are blood or grain offerings given but things of
immeasurably greater value. Our life given in total devotion to walking as
our Creator and Elder Brother Jesus walked is the sacrifice that brings
conformity to Him. Before our calling, our lives may have been filled to the
brim with status, activities, and things we felt were important to our well
being. However, in many cases, such things must be jettisoned to accomplish
this.

Page 2 of 3


https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/30556/eVerseID/30556
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/28145/eVerseID/28147
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/28050/eVerseID/28050
https://www.truegospel.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Basics.tour/ID/7/Repentance-Belief-and-Gospel.htm

The Berean: Daily Verse and Commentary for Titus 1:15-16 (https.//www.
theberean.org)

— John W. Ritenbaugh

Tolearn more, see;
The Offerings of L eviticus (Part Nine): Conclusion (Part Two)
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