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  Amos 3:1-7
(1) Hear this word that the LORD has spoken against you, O children of Israel,
against the whole family which I brought up from the land of Egypt, saying:
(2) "You only have I known of all the families of the earth;
Therefore I will punish you for all your iniquities."
(3) Can two walk together, unless they are agreed?
(4) Will a lion roar in the forest, when he has no prey?
Will a young lion cry out of his den, if he has caught nothing?
(5) Will a bird fall into a snare on the earth, where there is no trap for it?
Will a snare spring up from the earth, if it has caught nothing at all?
(6) If a trumpet is blown in a city, will not the people be afraid?
If there is calamity in a city, will not the LORD have done it?
(7) Surely the Lord GOD does nothing,
Unless He reveals His secret to His servants the prophets.

New King James Version   

Prophecy is both practical and positive, not all gloom and doom. Most of prophecy
begins negatively but ends positively because God is confident that what He prophesied
will accomplish His end, which is always good! Much of the thrust of Amos is an
education for catastrophe. Amos followed Elijah about 90-100 years later. During that
period, Israel's sins continued to mount horribly. Despite this, they became very wealthy
and self-indulgent, even oppressively so.

Religiously, they were trying to walk a tightrope between God and Baal. They were
behaving and worshipping like Baal worshippers but doing it in the name of the Lord.
Does that not sound familiar to an informed observer of our modern, American scene?
People in high places are claiming we all worship the same God; they say the God of
Islam and the God of Christianity are the same!

Amos, a Jew from the southern kingdom, was sent by God to preach against the sins of
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the northern ten tribes. In those from the north, there would be a natural resistance to
such an arrangement. The first thing Amos needed to do, then, was establish his
authority to preach against them.

The prophet begins in the first two verses with a "thus saith the LORD," providing the
foundation for all that follows. He sets out two things that construct a basis for what he
says. First, God and Israel have a special relationship: "You only have I known." This
phrase indicates a very close bond, as in a marriage, from which ensues the sharing of
life's experiences. This ties what Amos would say to correct them to their responsibilities
within that close relationship.

Second, he makes a veiled warning, contained within the next five verses: Amos' words
carry authority. Israel had better heed because his words are not idle. He establishes
this through a series of illustrations posed as challenging questions that can logically be
answered only one way. His aim is to awaken them from their spiritual lethargy. It is as if
he is saying, "Think about the practical ramifications of this." What follows is a general
pattern of God's operation in His people's behalf.

First: People traveling in the same direction toward exactly the same destination would
hardly meet except by appointment. It is no accident that God and Israel have this
relationship. This also applies on a smaller but more immediate scale: Amos has been
sent by appointment, and he does not speak promiscuously. He is there by no accident.
His utterances are not his own words; they began with God, who sent them because the
close relationship is seriously threatened.

Second: Lions do not roar unless they have taken their prey because they do not want
to scare their intended prey away. Israel is God's prey, as it were, and He is not roaring
yet. This means, "Take heed! He is stalking you, and you are in mortal danger.
Punishment is imminent, at the very door. Beware, for the margin of safety is very slim."

Third: One cannot snare a bird unless a trap is set, and then something—inthis case a
bird—hasto cause the trap to spring shut. This illustration is declaring a cause-and-effect
relationship, meaning, "Israel, you are already in the trap, and you, through your
conduct, are just about to spring it shut on yourself. Your sins brought this warning, and
punishment will follow if you continue sinning."

Fourth: All too often, the alarms go off, and then people take notice. "Because the
sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons
of men is fully set in them to do evil" (Ecclesiastes 8:11). Amos is declaring that God is
involved in His creation; He has not gone way off. The Israelites must not allow
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themselves to be self-deceived. God is managing it, governing it. His warning of
impending calamity would not come if they were not deserving of it. They have been
flippantly careless and have no one to blame but themselves.

Fifth: It is illogical to think that God would punish without first warning His people. It is
an aspect of His mercy. We can infer that Amos did not choose to be there before them.
God appointed him to this task and "caused" him to speak. It is from God that the
authority for the prophet's message emanates.

An important overall warning from Amos for those of us who have made the New
Covenant with God is that great privileges must not be abused, or they will bring great
penalties. To whom much is given much is required (Luke 12:48). Our great privilege is
to have access to Him and His Spirit, and therefore have a far closer relationship with
Him than Israel ever had under the Old Covenant. Israel's sin was first neglecting and
then departing from God and the relationship. This in turn produced great moral
corruption through self-serving idolatry, illustrated as and called "fornication" in other
books.

The overall effect of these sins produced a careless disregard for the simple duties
people owe their neighbors, as well as oppression of the weak. Amos speaks strongly
against public and private indifference toward the keeping of the second of the two great
commandments (Matthew 22:37-40). When these are considered, we see that he is truly
a prophet for our time, when public morality has fallen so low. We need to heed His
words seriously because our cultural circumstances parallel what Amos confronted in
his day.

— John W. Ritenbaugh

To learn more, see:
Prophecy and the Sixth-Century Axial Period

Related Topics:
Israel's Faithlessness
Israel's Privileged Position
Israel's Punishment
Lion as Metaphor
Prophecy
Prophecy, Motivating Power of

http://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Library.topic/ID/93/Mercy.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/25508/eVerseID/25508
http://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Library.sr/CT/PERSONAL/k/489/What-Sin-Is-Does.htm
http://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Library.topic/ID/51/Idolatry.htm
http://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Library.sr/CT/PERSONAL/k/1449/Seventh-Commandment.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/23910/eVerseID/23913
http://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Library.sr/CT/PERSONAL/k/879/Prophecy-and-Sixth-Century-Axial-Period.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/2326/Israels-Faithlessness.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/2281/Israels-Privileged-Position.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/2283/Israels-Punishment.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/2015/Lion-as-Metaphor.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/376/Prophecy.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/2022/Prophecy-Motivating-Power-of.htm


The Berean: Daily Verse and Commentary for Amos 3:1-7 (http://www.theberean.org)

Page 4 of 4

Prophecy, Practical and Positive Aspects
Prophet, Function of
Prophetic Warning
Separation from God
Spiritual Adultery
Spiritual Lethargy

Commentary copyright © 1992-2016 Church of the Great God
New King James Version copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc.

http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/3002/Prophecy-Practical-Positive-Aspects-.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/2949/Prophet-Function-of.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/2542/Prophetic-Warning.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/706/Separation-from-God.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/1238/Spiritual-Adultery.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/1888/Spiritual-Lethargy.htm
http://www.cgg.org
http://www.cgg.org/r/?s=ZscHgE3

	  
	verse
	verse
	verse

