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(25) Now great multitudes went with Him. And He turned and said to
them, (26) "If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and
mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also,
he cannot be My disciple. (27) And whoever does not bear his cross and
come after Me cannot be My disciple.

New King James Version

That which costs nothing is not worth anything. When King David needed to
build an altar to the Lord, he would not accept the free gift of the threshing
floor because it cost him nothing (11 Samuel 24:21-25). To David, a sacrifice
was worthlessif it cost the offerer nothing. The discipleship to which Christ
callsusmeans alife of surrender to God's will and sacrifice for His cause. If
we count the cost of afull submission to Christ's claim on us, we also must
count on His grace and help to become one with Him. His disciples do not
make the journey to His Kingdom for free—it costs them their lives.

The costliness of commitment to God's will is seen in the example of Jesus.
He requires nothing of usthat He Himself has not done. Christ lived with the
humiliation and agony that often accompanies living according to the will of
God. Both the Father and the Son counted the cost before proceeding with
their plan for the salvation of humanity. In being sent into the world, Jesus
knew ahead of time what it would take to accomplish the divine goal. He | eft
His Father's house to build His church so that the gates of Hades could never
prevail against it (Matthew 16:18).

— Martin G. Collins

Tolearn more, see:
Parables of Counting the Cost
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