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(47) Whoever comes to Me, and hears My sayings and does them, | will
show you whom heislike: (48) Heis like a man building a house, who
dug deep and laid the foundation on the rock. And when the flood arose,
the stream beat vehemently against that house, and could not shake it, for
it was founded on the rock.

Matthew 7:24-27

(24) "Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, |
will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: (25) and
the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that
house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. (26) "But
everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be
like afoolish man who built his house on the sand: (27) and the rain
descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house;
and it fell. And great wasitsfall."

New King James Version

In this parable, Jesus describes one who hears His words and does them as a
man who, when building his house, digs his foundation deeply and upon
rock. When aflood threatens it, the house remains intact on its secure base.

Jesus metaphor in the parable is apt: A man's character islike a house. Every
thought is like a piece of timber in that house, every habit a beam, every
Imagination awindow, well or badly placed. They all gather into a unity,
handsome or grotesgue. We decide how that house is constructed.

Unless one builds his character on the rock-solid foundation of God's Word,
he will surely be swept away by the flood now inundating the world. As|_
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Corinthians 3:11 says, "For no other foundation can anyone lay than that
which islaid, which is Jesus Christ."

Of the two buildersin the parable, one is a thoughtful man who deliberately
plans his house with an eye to the future; the other is not a bad man, but
thoughtless, casually building in the easiest way. The one is earnest; the
other is content with a careless and unexamined life. The latter seemsto
want to avoid the hard work of digging deep to ensure a strong foundation,
and also takes a short-range view, never thinking what life will be like six
months into the future. He trades away future good for present pleasure and
ease.

The flood obviously represents the trials of life. Frequently, the trials of life
descend upon us either through our own lack of character or because of
events in the world around us. |s our house strong enough to withstand the
onslaught of the horrendous events of the end time? Can it even withstand
our own weaknesses?

— John W. Ritenbaugh

Tolearn more, see:
TheFlood IsUpon Us!

Related Topics:

Building Analogy

Building Character
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