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  Revelation 20:12-13
(12) And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were
opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead
were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the books.
(13) The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up
the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his
works.

  Revelation 9:20
(20) But the rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of
the works of their hands, that they should not worship demons, and idols of gold,
silver, brass, stone, and wood, which can neither see nor hear nor walk.

  Revelation 14:13
(13) Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, "Write: 'Blessed are the dead
who die in the Lord from now on.'" "Yes," says the Spirit, "that they may rest from
their labors, and their works follow them."

  Revelation 18:6
(6) Render to her just as she rendered to you, and repay her double according to
her works; in the cup which she has mixed, mix double for her.
New King James Version   

Works are very important to the book of Revelation—seventimes in chapters 2 and 3,
and four or five other times in the rest of the book. Christ's concern is that His people
are working.
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The main purpose of the book of Revelation is not merely to give us insight into what is
coming. It is also to convince the Christian that his loyalty, his devotion, his
steadfastness, his suffering, and perhaps even martyrdom, is not in vain—thathe is
assured of a wonderful future. The reason for the stress on works is that character is not
formed merely by knowing something but by knowledge combined with putting it to work
until it becomes a habit. Over time, habit becomes character, and character follows the
person right through the grave!

If we are not working, emphasizing loyalty to the Person of God and to His way, making
every effort to overcome Satan, the world, and the self-centeredness within us, resisting
with all of our being the temptations to do what is natural, carnal—if we are not
expending our energy, and spending our time working out our own salvation with fear
and trembling—it is very likely, then, that we are not going to have the character
necessary to go through the grave. The wrong works will follow us, and we will not be
prepared for the Kingdom of God.

Thus, what a person has done, that is, what he has worked on in this lifetime, follows
him through the grave—either into the Lake of Fire or the Kingdom of God.

The book is designed to focus attention on what is of greatest concern to Christ for His
people. He wants to ensure that they do not give up or become weary due to the great
pressure of the times, and that they instead endure, persevere, and be loyal and
steadfast to the very end.

His concern at this time is not preaching the gospel as a witness, but the salvation and
continued growth of those He already has. The quality of the witness is directly tied to
the quality of those making the witness. What good is it to have this wonderful,
awesome message—thegospel of the Kingdom of God—carriedby those who are poor
examples of what it says? Christ's first priority is to ensure the spiritual quality of those
who make the witness, and then the quality of the witness is ensured. We cannot let the
cart get ahead of the horse. The one naturally follows the other. First things first.

— John W. Ritenbaugh

To learn more, see:
Revelation 2-3 and Works
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Related Topics:
Character
Character, Building
Faithfulness
Holding Fast
Loyalty
Overcoming
Perseverance
Salvation, Working Out
Seven Churches of Revelation
Spiritual Growth
Steadfastness
Works
Works, Christ's Emphasis Upon
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