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(1) Gather yourselves together, yes, gather together,
O undesirable nation,

(2) Before the decree isissued,

Or the day passes like chaff,

Before the LORD's fierce anger comes upon you,
Before the day of the LORD's anger comes upon youl!
(3) Seek the LORD, all you meek of the earth,

Who have upheld Hisjustice.

Seek righteousness, seek humility.

It may be that you will be hidden

In the day of the LORD's anger.

New King James Version

Looking at thisin the light of the larger context, God prophesies judgment—
only not just on Assyria but on the whole world. With this thought in mind,
chapter two opens with an appeal to God's people to gather together. Thisis
not merely a pleato congregate, which may indeed be implied, but it is not
the main thrust of the advice given here. Rather, it isto gather one's
thoughts, to meditate, to pull things together in one's mind, to think about
their consequences on the nation, on the individual, on one'sloved ones. God
wants us to consider these things as afirst step toward repentance, so he
says, "Change direction, turn to righteousness and perhaps you will be
hidden during His anger."

"Perhaps" might throw a person into discouragement or doubt, but God is not
playing with our emotions. The measure of doubt expressed concerns
whether men will repent. We must never forget that God is a God of
salvation. Heisa God of deliverance. It isHis desire to deliver and to
protect, and certainly He is never without means to save. Nothing is too hard
for Him, if we give Him achance, which iswhy it says, " Seek the Lord now,
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before the destruction comes.” Thisisthe warning: "Watch, but don't just
stand there passively! Gather your thoughts and think about the implications
of this. Whereisit leading?' Heis appealing to us to respond.

Tolearn more, see:
A Place of Safety? (Part 3)
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