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  James 1:12-18
(12) Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved,
he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.
(13) Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am tempted by God"; for God cannot be
tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone. (14) But each one is tempted
when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. (15) Then, when desire has
conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death. (16)
Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren. (17) Every good gift and every perfect
gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no
variation or shadow of turning. (18) Of His own will He brought us forth by the word
of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures.
New King James Version   

One might say, "There are so many temptations out there. The whole world is evil. How
do we avoid them?" James gives us some ideas, hints, clues, and instruction. First, he
tells us that we will face temptation. We cannot avoid it because deception, evil, will
come looking for us and especially because we are God's children. Satan is looking to
devour us (I Peter 5:8). We will be the targets of his onslaughts of temptation throughout
our Christian lives, and we must be ready to face them! But, if we get through them,
then we reach our goal—theKingdom of God, where we have a crown of life waiting for
us. We have that assurance and faith in what God has promised us.

Then James says, "God does not tempt us." The apostle says that we are tempted
when our desires lure us away. The process can then intensify if we are not strong
enough, leading to sin and ultimately to death—thesecond death, not just physical death.
We can be deceived right out of our crown if we are not careful, if we are not strong.
(This process of temptation is similar to modern advertising. It works the same way
because the same "spirit" is behind it.)

Then James says, in verse 16, "Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren." This is a hint
that what he has just said tells us something important about not being deceived. He
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has just told us that God never entices—tempts—usto accept His way by promising to
satisfy our desires. Instead, we are enticed when our desires lead us to sin. God never
tempts us to follow our physical desires for self-gratification.

One might argue: "Wait a second. Doesn't He promise us long life? Isn't that a physical
desire? Doesn't He promise us health? Doesn't He promise us prosperity? And that our
enemies won't overtake us? Doesn't He promise us all of these things?"

But what does He also say when He makes those promises? In almost every occasion,
He says, "If you will keep My commandments, then I will. . . ." He always puts a condition
on His promises. "If you keep My commandments," then such-and-such will happen.
Many of these blessings or fulfillments of His promises—ifnot all of them—happen
because that is how God designed them to happen. Sure, God intervenes to a certain
extent in order to work out His purpose, but, like a spiritual law of the universe, if we
keep God's commandments, certain things are bound to result.

If we keep God's commandments, we will probably be healthy. If we keep God's
commandments, we will live long lives. What does the first commandment with promise
say? If we honor our fathers and mothers, then we will live long in the land that the LORD

gives us. It is A + B = C. What does the Bible call it? A person will reap what he has
sown (Galatians 6:7)! It is cause and effect. So, if we keep the commandments, then
there are certain blessings that just automatically accrue to us.

Oftentimes, because God is working with us so closely, He does not fulfill these physical
promises to their extremes. He will give them to us as much as we need them or as
much as is within His purpose at the time. He is working something greater for us than
just satisfying our physical wants or even needs.

What does James say next? The next two verses key us in on the thrust of James'
thought. He says, 1) God gives good gifts, and He never changes. So His good gifts are
always the same. Next, he says, 2) that He has made us a kind of firstfruits of His
creatures. We must put those two ideas together. Why does God give good gifts? To
make us His children! This is what He is always thinking about. His purpose is focused
on reproducing Himself!

He calls us and converts us by His truth for the purpose of making us His children. All of
His gifts are good, and they never change. They are always geared towards His godly
ends. All of His gifts are for our ultimate, spiritual good—tomake us like Him. Blessings,
then, are a byproduct of His way. His good gifts are all leading us toward our entrance
into the Kingdom of God and not the satisfying of our physical desires.
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How can we apply this? If we understand that God will give us what is good for us, what
will advance us towards the Kingdom of God, then what does this say about false
teachers? How can we avoid the deception? The clue is that if anyone tries to sell us a
belief in which our physical desires are going to be met, then we have a strong reason
to believe that the teaching is false.

God will not use that tactic. He will not say, "Follow Me, and you will have a good life.
Everything is going to come up roses for you." Instead, He often tells us such things as,
"All who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution" (II Timothy 3:12).
Does that sound like "the good life"?

How do we get through this life? By lurching from one trial to the next! Is that not how
we are refined? By fire! By trial! By going from one problem to the next and overcoming
it. That is just how God's way works because He knows that the best way to produce
sons of God is the same way the Son of God achieved His glory. Hebrews 2:10 says that
Jesus Christ was made "perfect through suffering."

God is not interested in this life except for what it will produce in the next. This life is a
training ground. When, say, a soldier trains, he goes through the paces at boot camp.
He is made to follow a regimen. He works hard until he hurts. This life is God's boot
camp. Right now, we are in training like an athlete. And no athlete worth his salt
lounges, plays, and lives the good life while he is in training.

So James gives us good instruction on how to avoid being deceived. When something
is "too good to be true," it is probably not true.

— Richard T. Ritenbaugh

To learn more, see:
Preventing Deception
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Desire
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Lust of the Flesh
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