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Daily Verse and Comment

  Matthew 4:8-9

(8) Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and 
sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; (9) 
And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall 
down and worship me. 

    King James Version

Satan's power is over all the nations of the earth. That could be very 
frightening when we realize he can influence men in such a way that they are 
not even aware that they are being influenced toward evil. His power is so 
extensive that he is over all the nations of the earth.  calls him the ruler Jesus
of  ( ). He affects people's attitudes by moving our this world John 14:30
reasoning processes toward satisfaction of the self. He gives disinformation 
and stirs up our spirit.

Here is what is so perverse about this: It is not evil for one to take care of 
himself. What is evil is to make the satisfaction of the self more important 
than  or others. We are to serve God before all else (the great God
commandment), and the second is like it—we are on an equal par with others 
physically. Nowhere are we given the right or privilege by God to make 
ourselves greater than or more important than God or other human beings.

We can imagine the direction  is going to move us toward—to the point Satan
that satisfaction of the self becomes more important than conforming to what 
God says is the limit of our authority. In other words, he will push us toward 
making ourselves greater or more important than righteousness or truth.

— John W. Ritenbaugh

To learn more, see:
Satan (Part 3)
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 Related Topics:
 prince of the power of the air

 Satan
 Satan as ruler of this world

 Satan's Authority
 Satan's Influence

 Satan's Rule
 Self Centeredness

 Self Exaltation
 Self Gratification

 Self Indulgence
 Self Satisfaction

Commentary copyright © 1992-2025  Church of the Great God

https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/sermon/id/169/ap/1/satan-part-3.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/2865/prince-of-power-of-air.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/399/Satan.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/3163/Satan-as-ruler-of-this-world.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/1138/Satans-Authority.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/1139/Satans-Influence.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/809/Satans-Rule.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/244/Self-Centeredness.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/406/Self-Exaltation.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/1848/Self-Gratification.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/1288/Self-Indulgence.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/267/Self-Satisfaction.htm
https://www.cgg.org

