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  James 5:12
(12) But above all, my brethren, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or with
any other oath. But let your "Yes" be "Yes," and your "No," "No," lest you fall into
judgment.
New King James Version   

How James addresses this to his audience tells us he considers it an extremely serious
matter. His use of "above all" suggests that we should be especially careful on this
point. It is as if he is saying, "Make sure you catch this point because it may be the most
important one." Swearing oaths is not a trivial matter!

In the Old Testament, taking oaths by God's name was more prevalent—even
commanded (see Deuteronomy 6:13)—butGod holds those He has called out of this
present, evil world to a higher standard. The ancient Israelites were carnal human
beings whose behaviors had to be constrained by statute. Knowing they would swear
oaths, God directed them to take them honestly and only in His name, thus regulating
and elevating the practice.

Christians, though, are to follow God's law, not just in the letter, but also in the spirit, a
more in-depth and encompassing charge. The standard that has been set for us is that
our word should always be true. Paul writes, "Therefore, putting away lying, 'Let each
one of you speak truth with his neighbor,' for we are members of one another" (
Ephesians 4:25; see Zechariah 8:16).

Our Savior puts it even more strongly in the form of an admonition: "But I say to you that
for every idle word men may speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgment.
For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned" (
Matthew 12:36). Because God is with us, every word that we speak is spoken in God's
presence and thus should be true, making oaths unnecessary.

As God's people, we are to represent Him in honesty and obedience and reflect Him in

http://www.theberean.org
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/30367/eVerseID/30367
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/5100/eVerseID/5100
http://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Library.sr/CT/CGGBOOKLETS/k/421/God-Is-What.htm
http://www.truegospel.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Basics.tour/ID/6/What-are-Laws-of-Kingdom.htm
http://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Audio.details/ID/180/Truth-Part-1.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/29298/eVerseID/29298
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/22993/eVerseID/22993
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/23526/eVerseID/23526


The Berean: Daily Verse and Commentary for James 5:12 (http://www.theberean.org)

Page 2 of 2

our conduct in every way. Because of this, we do not need God's name in an oath to
back up our word. Therefore, a Christian should simply say "yes" or "no" according to
what he honestly believes to be true, even in legal matters. As Jesus says, anything we
try to add to the unvarnished truth is Satan's handiwork (see John 8:44). In short, a
Christian's word should be his bond.

— John O. Reid

To learn more, see:
Swear Not!
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