
The Berean: Daily Verse and Commentary for Hosea 4:1 (https://www.
theberean.org)

Page  of 1 2

Daily Verse and Comment

  Hosea 4:1

(1) Hear the word of the LORD, ye children of Israel: for the LORD hath 
a controversy with the inhabitants of the land, because there is no truth, 
nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land. 

    King James Version

How can he prophesy something like this when we have churches on every 
corner? The reality is that they do not  . They know about God. know God
They believe in the existence of a god, but they are not really acquainted 
with God. They do not really  God or fear Him because, if they did, the love
sins we see occurring so rampantly in our society would not be happening. If 
they truly feared Him, they would have enough respect to restrain 
themselves, regardless of what anybody else did.

And that is the solution to the problem! Each individual must restrain 
himself regardless of whether he sits on the throne, is in Parliament or 
Congress, is on the Supreme Court, is a doctor or nurse, a policeman, athlete, 
entertainer, or whatever. Everyone's responsibility is to restrain himself. It is 
not the responsibility of the police but of the individual. We will never live 
in a society without violence, corruption, thievery, rape, without illegitimacy 
until individuals take it upon themselves to restrain themselves and live 
within the limits of the  because they fear God.law of God

The problem is right here—the problem is with me and you, the individual. 
The problem is not Joseph Stalin or Adolf Hitler. People have to begin to 
look to themselves for the solution. As the song says, "Let it begin with me," 
and then it will begin to stop.

— John W. Ritenbaugh
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To learn more, see:
The Handwriting Is on the Wall (1995)

 Related Topics:
 Knowing God

 Responsibility, Sense of
 Self Government

 Self Mastery
 Self Restraint
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