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Daily Verse and Comment

1 Corinthians 1:18-21

(18) For the message of the crossis foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God. (19) For it iswritten:

"I will destroy the wisdom of the wise;

the intelligence of the intelligent | will frustrate." (20) Where is the wise man? Where isthe
scholar? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the
world? (21) For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him,
God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe.

New International Version

We need avoice - a preacher, atrue minister of God - to make the message clear.

By nature, our desires are likely to run amok. We think we know what we want, but we do not
always know what we need. A minister's function within the church is to lead us from what we want
to what we need.

A brief article excerpted from an old Fortune magazine article chided church pastors for following
rather than leading their flocks. The result, it said, was avicious, downward spiral of spiritual
disillusionment in the congregates. The following quotation from that article is quite insightful :

Thereis only one way out of the spiral. The way out is the sound of avoice. Not our
voice, but a voice coming from something not ourselves, in the existence of which we
cannot disbelieve. It isthe earthly task of the pastorsto hear thisvoice, to cause usto
hear it, and to tell uswhat it says.

This statement is backed up by Romans 10:13-17:

For "whoever shall call upon the name of the Lorp shall be saved." How then shall they
call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of
whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall
they preach unless they are sent? As it iswritten, "How beautiful are the feet of those
who preach the gospel of peace, who bring glad tidings of good things!" But they have
not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah said, "Lord, who has believed our report?' So then
faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

How can people call on God if they never heard of Him and do not know Him? Paul answers that
they cannot hear without a preacher. A preacher cannot go unless he is sent, commissioned as an
ambassador with a message revealed to him. Paul's summary is that faith - saving faith - arises from
this combination of acts after the message is heard and believed. Faith comes by hearing the Voice of
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God spoken through a duly ordained messenger of God. This, in effect, means that only He who
sends the message can designate who bearsit!

In addition, Paul is not simply describing the beginning of faith, but its beginning and all of the
progress made by faith throughout a person's conversion. The very strength of faith is by hearing and
believing. Salvation is by grace through faith (Ephesians 2:8). Faith is the key that opens the door of
salvation, but only to those who will hear and believe and redirect their lives accordingly.

— John W. Ritenbaugh
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