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  Ephesians 2:8
(8) For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is
the gift of God,
New King James Version   

Where do we get the faith that is required for salvation? Ephesians 2:8 answers: "For by
grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God."
We cannot work it up—that would be our effort (Isaiah 64:6).

Consider when God first started working with us. One year we were clueless, the next
year things were making sense. We read the Bible and understood it, but more
importantly, we believed it.

Where did that belief come from? It was, as Ephesians 2:8 says, a gift from God. The
real miracle is not that we understood, but rather that we now believed those words we
understood. And this happened only because God made it possible.

What was the evidence that we believed those words? We began living by them. Our
new works and actions were the evidence of our faith: keeping the Sabbath, tithing,
eating habits, etc.

Just like Abraham, our actions showed our desire to begin a right relationship with God
motivated by His gift of faith. "Don't you remember that our ancestor Abraham was
declared right with God because of what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the
altar? You see, he was trusting God so much that he was willing to do whatever God
told him to do. His faith was made complete by what he did—byhis actions" (James 2:21-
22, New Living Translation).

To complete our faith, are we willing to believe and do whatever God tells us? Consider
those first experiences as we began to believe. We faced family pressure, work
pressure, peer pressure, etc., to obey what we now believed. What evidence did we

http://www.theberean.org
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/29238/eVerseID/29238
http://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Library.sr/CT/RA/k/974/Faith-What-Is-It.htm
http://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Library.topic/ID/91/Salvation.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/29238/eVerseID/29238
http://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/library.topic/ID/32/Grace.htm
http://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Library.sr/CT/CGGBOOKLETS/k/421/God-Is-What.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/18892/eVerseID/18892
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/29238/eVerseID/29238
http://www.sabbath.org/
http://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/library.topic/ID/95/Tithing.htm
http://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Library.topic/ID/330/Abraham.htm
http://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Library.topic/ID/81/Relationship-With-God.htm
http://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Audio.details/ID/1563/Isaac.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/30315/eVerseID/30316
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/30315/eVerseID/30316


The Berean: Daily Verse and Commentary for Ephesians 2:8 (http://www.theberean.org)

Page 2 of 3

have to back up our actions? All we had were God's words. Armed with only those
words, we willingly faced any opposition to act on what God commands. Just like
Abraham, it was our faith in those words that encouraged us to obey and begin our
journey, not knowing where we were going (Hebrews 11:8).

At our baptism, could we have predicted all the twists and turns our lives have taken
since? Just like Israel's journey after baptism in the Red Sea, God has taken us in a
zigzag route across this wilderness we call life. What was our evidence of things not
seen? Only the words of God. That was the only evidence we had then, and it is the
only sure evidence we have now.

As we deal with our trials, do we remember that first love? Do we remember the
challenges we were willing to confront with only the words of God as our evidence? It is
no different today. Will we believe God or what we can see? God needs to find out just
as He did with Abraham—to"know" we will obey, no matter what, until the end (Matthew
10:22).

To test our faith, God's pattern is to bring us to a point—abrick wall or a Red Sea—that
seemingly allows no escape. That is where He can find out what is truly in our
hearts—hearts of belief or evil unbelief (Hebrews 3:12). Will we believe Him or our eyes?

— Pat Higgins

To learn more, see:
Faith—What Is It?

Related Topics:
Belief
Believing
Faith
Faith and Obedience
Faith and Works
Faith as Gift of God
Faith as Work
Faith in God's Providence
Faith of Christ
Testing
Testing of Faith

http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/30181/eVerseID/30181
http://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Library.topic/ID/380/Baptism.htm
http://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Library.topic/ID/212/Love.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/23440/eVerseID/23440
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/23440/eVerseID/23440
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/30008/eVerseID/30008
http://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Library.sr/CT/RA/k/974/Faith-What-Is-It.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/468/Belief.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/1870/Believing.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/117/Faith.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/3095/Faith-Obedience.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/1823/Faith-Works.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/1694/Faith-as-Gift.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/2613/Faith-as-Work.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/3461/Faith-Gods-Providence-.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/2663/Faith-of-Christ.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/1933/Testing.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/1915/Testing-of-Faith.htm


The Berean: Daily Verse and Commentary for Ephesians 2:8 (http://www.theberean.org)

Page 3 of 3

Commentary copyright © 1992-2016 Church of the Great God
New King James Version copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc.

http://www.cgg.org
http://www.cgg.org/r/?s=ZscHgE3

	  
	verse
	verse
	verse
	verse
	verse
	verse

