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2 Corinthians 11:4

(4) For indeed, if someone comes preaching another Jesus, whom we did
not preach, or you receive a different spirit, which you did not receive, or
adifferent gospel, which you did not accept, you put up with it as
something good.

A Faithful Version

Paul speaks here of "whom we have not preached." A person can preach in
the name of Christ, but they may preach the wrong Jesus. He can make
references to God yet be completely off the track.

The apostle uses a bit of sarcasm here. He does not want the Corinthians to
"put up with" that false teacher at all. We have to be very careful about what
we alow into our minds.

Many church members turn on radio and television preachers they know do
not have God's Spirit, yet they listen to them, knowing such preachers are
teaching afalse message. They justify it by reasoning, "Well, every oncein a
while, | get something good out of it." Thisrequires avery blunt response;
That is stupid! Foolish! By doing this, they are putting themselvesin the line
of fire! Itisasking to be deceived! We must be especially cautious about
what we allow into our minds because whatever we take in is capable of
producing afaith, that is, abelief. A faith or belief does not have to be true!

And we act on what we believe. We do not say to ourselves, "What this
preacher is saying is stupid, idiotic, and dumb. | don't believeit. | think I'll
doit." No, we act on what we believe. The danger for usliesright here.
Because if what we believe is not right and we are acting on it, we will reap
the consequences. Whatever we sow, we reap (Galatians 6:7). We must be
careful about what we let ourselves hear and read.
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All of us have been impacted by this danger before our conversion when we
were absolutely defenseless. We did not know; we did not understand. But
now we are aware that this principle is avery pervasive influence, and when
the information we take in isfalse, it is not good because its roots are sunk in
the sinful world and Satan the Devil, not in God!

So, we must be careful, recognizing that it has already affected us, especialy
those who have gone through school in the last few decades. Those of the
older generation escaped a direct, frontal attack from our teachers simply
because we went through school when the changes were only beginning to
be made. What we were taught has not affected the way we behave nearly to
the extent as has happened to the younger generations.

Senior citizens are blessed to have escaped the worst of this evil influencein
their formative years. It did not enter the public school systems until they
had finished their schooling or nearly so. The current worldview being
taught had an insignificant impact on their minds. But they are still affected
by it becauseit isal over television and the Internet. We are being drowned
In it through entertainment and politics. We must be ever vigilant about what
we allow in our minds!

— John W. Ritenbaugh

Tolearn more, see:
The Wisdom of Men and Faith
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Related Topics:

America's Demise
Deception

Demise of Higher Education
Demise of Public Education
False Gospel
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False Messiah
False Teachers
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