The Berean: Daily Verse and Commentary for Psalm 19:7-14 (https.//www.
theberean.org)

- The Berean

ﬂhu’rrh ui?_.ﬂ-[e Freut Gob

Daily Verse and Comment

Psalm 19:7-14

(7) Thelaw of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul;

The testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple;

(8) The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart;

The commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes,

(9) The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever;

The judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.

(10) More to be desired are they than gold,

Y ea, than much fine gold;

Sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb.

(11) Moreover by them Y our servant is warned,

And in keeping them thereis great reward. (12) Who can understand his
errors?

Cleanse me from secret faults.

(13) Keep back Y our servant also from presumptuous sins,

L et them not have dominion over me.

Then | shall be blameless,

And | shall beinnocent of great transgression. (14) Let the words of my
mouth and the meditation of my heart

Be acceptablein Your sight,

O LORD, my strength and my Redeemer.

New King James Version

Clearly, thereis great similarity between Psalm 19 and Psalm 119, but there
Isalso dissimilarity. The similarity, of course, isthat the |aw of God isthe
focus for extolling all of the Word of God. The dissimilarity isthat Psalm 19
Is both more concise (after all, Psalm 119 is 176 verses) and more specific or
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more to the point. The author of this psalm is David. He uses law, statutes,
precepts, commandments, fear, and ordinances as part of the means by which
he intends to teach us something vital.

One might wonder why fear isincluded. It is because fear represents the
specific attitude required to make the best use of God's law. Solomon writes
in Proverbs 9:10, "The fear [a deep and abiding respect tinged with terror] of
the Loro IS the beginning of wisdom." In addition, remember that wisdom is
right application of knowledge and understanding. If fear is not present, we
will not even start to build towards faith, hope, and love. Godly fear gets us
jump-started, gets us going to do what isright.

Psalm 19 is divided into three sections: The first section—beginning with
"The heavens declare the glory of God" and concluding in verse 6—concerns
the revelation of the Creator God in His creation. The second part, beginning
with verse 7 and extending through verse 11, isthe revelation of the
Covenant God in His Word, most specifically in Hislaw. The third part
comprises the last few verses, and it contains the response of the man of faith
to the first two sections.

In "the heavens declare the glory of God," the word "God" is not Elohim but
the singular El. Inverse 7, Loro is Yahweh. Thus, the same Being is
identified as El and Y ahweh. Through this psalm, David is saying that,
though the creation reveals the majesty and the power—the implication of
the name "EI"—of the One who created, the law of God revealsin a much
clearer, more comprehensive way the specifics of the nature, character, and
purpose of that Being—as suggested by the name "Y ahweh." God'slaw is,
therefore, of far more practical help to the created, us.

Thus, he makes a comparison. He says, "Here is the creation. It is great and
good. However, it does not even begin to teach you as the law of God does."
The specifics that we need about how to live are in the law of God. Both are
needed, but the revelation of the law takes one far beyond the nature of the
creation.

— John W. Ritenbaugh
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Tolearn more, see:
The Covenants, Grace, and L aw (Part Fourteen)
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Related Topics:

Creation Reveas Majesty and Power of God
Fear of God is Beginning of Wisdom

Godly Fear

Heavens Declare Glory of God

Law of God
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