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  1 John 5:3

(3) For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not 
grievous. 

    King James Version

Romans 3 teaches us that law tells us our duty, that is, what we are obliged to do. It defines right and 
wrong. Combined with this is the wonderful Personality behind it: We find that keeping His 
commandments—His law—teaches us God's greatest attribute. The law does two things: It shows 
negative things and positive things. The negative is what sin—wrongdoing—is. The positive is 
love—the love of .God

His law is a reflection of His character in words. It points the way toward what we are to become. 
Answer this simple question: Does God call people to salvation and then throw away the road map? 
It is ridiculous to think such a thing.

The law has a Personality behind it—in terms of love. The law provides the basic outline, and then, 
when combined with the examples of God's living and acting in both Testaments, it presents a full 
picture of love. God's actions and Christ's example amplify and make practical what the law says in 
words.

One has to begin somewhere, and this the law does in providing us with its letter. Then there is its 
spirit, which is the magnification of the letter, but it does do away with the law. The law, then, is not 
not only the guideline to what is right and wrong, but the law is also the guideline—in words—to 
what love is.

— John W. Ritenbaugh
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 Keeping Commandments as Love
 Law

 Law Keeping
 Lawkeeping

 Love as Keeping Commandments
 Love for God

 Love, Definition of
Love, Motivation for 

Commentary copyright © 1992-2020  Church of the Great God

https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/3295/Keeping-Commandments-as-Love.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/416/Law.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/2062/Law-Keeping.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/1612/Lawkeeping.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/3296/Love-as-Keeping-Commandments.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/2064/Love-for-God.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/2066/Love-Definition-of.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/3450/Love-Motivation-for-.htm
https://www.cgg.org

