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  Luke 18:2-8
(2) saying: "There was in a certain city a judge who did not fear God nor regard
man. (3) Now there was a widow in that city; and she came to him, saying, 'Get
justice for me from my adversary.' (4) And he would not for a while; but afterward he
said within himself, 'Though I do not fear God nor regard man, (5) yet because this
widow troubles me I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary me.'"
(6) Then the Lord said, "Hear what the unjust judge said. (7) And shall God not
avenge His own elect who cry out day and night to Him, though He bears long with
them? (8) I tell you that He will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son
of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?"
New King James Version   

Jesus compares God, not with a good man, but with a godless man to emphasize the
vast difference between this unjust judge and the righteous God. The conduct of the
unjust judge exposes the chaotic and corrupt judgments in which he had prostituted
himself. No one can compel him to do anything because he feels no regard for anyone,
including God. He acts purely out of self-interest. Yet, if this unjust judge could avenge a
widow whom he disdained, how much more will the righteous God avenge his elect (
Jeremiah 11:20)?

This parable reveals God's willingness to hear and answer the supplications of His elect
(Luke 18:7), responding when they are offered according to His will. The word "avenge"
(verses 5, 7-8) implies the working out of His vengeance in justice, not in retaliation. If
God's elect are wrongly treated, they can be sure of vindication. So, if the unjust judge
because of a selfish irritation avenges a troublesome widow, how much more will the
selfless God come to our aid? We can expect substantially better treatment from a God
of lovingkindness than from a heartless judge.

The widow, who speaks only five words, does not prevail because of her persuasive
plea but because of her persistence. Sometimes too many words reveal a scarcity of
desire or a lack of purpose. Jesus tells us long prayers and useless repetitions will not
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make God hear us any better (Matthew 6:7). He already knows our needs (verse 8).

God has assured us that He hears and answers prayer. We must have the faith of Christ
that God can provide what we need, enjoys hearing us ask according to His will, and
desires to give us abundantly what we should have.

— Martin G. Collins

To learn more, see:
Parable of the Persistent Widow

Related Topics:
Parable of the Persistent Widow
Parable of the Unjust Judge
Perseverance
Persistence
Prayer
Prayer According to God's Purpose
Prayer, Growing Weary in
Prayer, Losing Heart in
Prayer, Persistence in
Praying According to God's Will
Vengeance

Commentary copyright © 1992-2016 Church of the Great God
New King James Version copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc.

http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/23290/eVerseID/23290
http://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Library.topic/ID/200/Prayer.htm
http://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Library.sr/CT/RA/k/974/Faith-What-Is-It.htm
http://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Library.sr/CT/BS/k/992/The-Parable-of-Persistent-Widow.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/3775/Parable-of-Persistent-Widow.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/2597/Parable-of-Unjust-Judge.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/2084/Perseverance.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/152/Persistence.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/229/Prayer.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/2067/Prayer-According-Gods-Purpose.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/3782/Prayer-Growing-Weary-.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/3781/Prayer-Losing-Heart-.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/3783/Prayer-Persistence-.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/1945/Praying-According-Gods-Will.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/1001/Vengeance.htm
http://www.cgg.org
http://www.cgg.org/r/?s=ZscHgE3

	  
	verse
	verse
	verse

